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GPO is following a program

to ensure that mission-critical

systems supporting its key 

mission requirements will 

be Y2K compliant.

materials in H. Doc. 105-316 in
Adobe Acrobat Portable Document
Format (PDF). 

Public acclaim for GPO’s role in
producing the Starr Report materi-
als was widespread in the print and
broadcast media. Every major
broadcast organization covered the
releases of the report and supple-
mentary materials, and major 
articles appeared in the Wall Street
Journal, the Baltimore Sun, the
Hartford Courant, and throughout
the printing industry press.

GPO Attacks The Y2K
Computer Glitch

GPO is a service organization
whose main product is informa-
tion. As an information provider,
GPO relies on the use of 
information technology to 
accomplish its mission. The Year
2000 (Y2K) problem is real and the
impact on GPO and its customers
could be catastrophic without a
major program initiative to combat
its potential effects. GPO is follow-
ing a program to ensure that mis-
sion-critical systems supporting its
key mission requirements 
will be Y2K compliant. 

In March 1998, the Public Printer
issued a GPO Year 2000 Program
Guide, formally establishing a Year
2000 Program Management Office
to oversee GPO’s Y2K initiatives
and provide timely progress reports
on the subject to internal and 
external parties, including the
General Accounting Office (GAO).
The Program Management Office
coordinates cross-departmental
activity and formulates recommend-
ed policy. The Program Guide
encompasses five critical phases to

ensure Y2K compliance: awareness,
assessment, renovation, validation,
and implementation.

A complete review of GPO’s 
mission-critical systems was con-
ducted during FY 1998. All of
GPO’s mission-critical systems
were identified and evaluation
plans were developed.

GPO provided its Y2K Compliance
Program Action Plan to the Joint
Committee on Printing in July
1998. As part of the reporting
requirements to the GAO, GPO
estimated that $25 million would
be required to make its informa-
tion technology environment fully
Y2K compliant. Most of these
resources relate to in-house labor
costs and previously-budgeted
replacements. GPO has been 
in constant communication with
GAO, furnishing the appropriate
status information that is provided
to Congress. All GPO mission-
critical systems will be Y2K 
compliant by the end of 1999.

Expanding Electronic
Dissemination To Depository
Libraries

The programs administered by 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
particularly the Federal Depository
Library Program (FDLP), demon-
strate the U.S. Government’s 
commitment to keeping the public
informed of the operations of the
Government and of the information
collected, created, or compiled by
the Government. Federal depository
libraries select and receive
Government information products
in various media and make the
information available to the public
at no charge. 


