The Collection includes four
categories of material:

® Core congressional and
regulatory GPO Access
products which will
reside permanently on
GPO servers;

® Other remotely accessible
products managed by
either GPO or by other
institutions with which
GPO has established

formal agreements;

* Remotely accessible
electronic Government
information products
that GPO identifies,
describes, and links to
but which remain under
the control of the
originating agencies; and

® Tangible electronic
Government information
products distributed to
Federal depository libraries.

The success of the FDLP Electronic
Collection depends on the
participation and cooperation of
stakeholders at all stages of the
information life cycle. GPO’s
resources are being used to
manage products already in the
Collection, link users to other
Federal Internet sites, and assure
permanent access through coordi-
nation with other agencies, FDLP
partners, and depository libraries.

GPO RELEASES NEW PAPER
SPECIFICATION STANDARDS

In April 1999, GPO issued

the Government Paper Specification
Standards, No. 11, to be used by
Federal agencies in meeting their
printing needs. The Standards
incorporate President Clinton’s
recent order that Federal printing
papers include a postconsumer
fiber content of 30 percent. GPO
is one of the Federal Government’s
largest purchasers of printing

papers.

The Standards ensure uniformity
and consistency in the use of
printing, copying, and writing
papers throughout the Federal
Government. The new Standards
fully comply with relevant laws
regarding printing papers. They
also address environmental,
workplace safety, and paper
longevity issues. The Standards
incorporate specifications that will
help achieve maximum savings
in the Government’s paper
purchases. The last Standards
were issued in 1994.

The new Standards fully comply
with the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (P.L. 94-580),
the Solid Waste Disposal Act
amendments of 1980 (P.L. 96-
482), and President Clinton’s
recent Executive Order 13101,
“Greening the Government
Through Waste Prevention,
Recycling, and Federal

GPO’s new Paper

Specification Standards
incorporate criteria that
will help achieve
MAXIMUM SAQVINGS

in the Government’s

paper purchases.
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GPO’s new streamlined
procurement processes
and simplified
purchase agreements
alleviate administrative
burdens on Federal

agencies.
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Acquisition” (September 14, 1998).
Where practicable, the Standards
meet or exceed the Executive
Order’s minimum postconsumer
fiber content requirements of

30 percent.

Barriers to the use of “chlorine-
free” pulps and bleached chemi-
thermo-mechanical pulps (BCTMP)
in the paper manufacturing
process were removed from the
specification where the intended
use of the paper is not affected.
An uncoated, vegetable-fiber, book
paper standard was also included.
Map papers with wet-strength
properties now meet Occupational
Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) requirements (at 29 Code
of Federal Regulations 1900.1048)
on the release of formaldehyde
vapors into the atmosphere.
Additionally, the specification

of a neutral or alkaline pH is a
minimum requirement for many
grades of paper in order to
increase their longevity, in accor-
dance with the National Policy on
Permanent Papers (P.L. 101-423).
The new Standards also utilize
metric measurements consistent
with the Nation’s metric
conversion practices, established
in the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988

(P.L. 100-418).

GPO DEVELOPS STREAMLINED
PROCUREMENT PROCESS FOR
FEDERAL AGENCIES

In February 1999, GPO announced
that it has developed a new stream-
lined printing procurement process
for use by Federal agencies. This
process, called the “simplified
purchase agreement,” will provide
streamlined procurement proce-
dures for Federal agencies to
acquire printing and information
products and services up to $2,500
in value from local commercial
sources. Agencies using simplified
purchase agreements will cut their
administrative costs and expand
procurement opportunities for
local small businesses.

The Department of Energy’s
Savannah River Operations Office
is working as a partner with GPO
to finalize the criteria for a pilot
test of the new procedure. Initial
operation of the pilot began in July
1999. GPO is also working on a
pilot basis with the Department of
Energy’s Oak Ridge Tennessee
Operations Office, the Internal
Revenue Service, the Centers for
Disease Control in Atlanta, and the
Department of Justice in Miami.
GPO will also work with other
customer agencies to develop
simplified purchase agreements
suitable to their specific needs
while working to complete a
comprehensive procedure for use
by all agencies nationwide.



