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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS,
October 31, 2002

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: As business manager of Disabled American
Veterans, and as secretary of its National Convention, I hereby cer-
tify as to the authenticity of the reports and the proceedings of our
National Convention, held in Dallas, Texas, August 9-August 14,
2002, and submit them to you through the office of this organiza-
tion located in Washington, DC, pursuant to the provisions of Pub-
lic Law 186 of the 72d Congress, as amended, to be printed as a
House document in accordance with the authorization of section
1332 of title 44, United States Code.

The enclosed National Convention proceedings include an inde-
pendent audit report of all receipts and expenditures as of Decem-
ber 31, 2001, as required by the provisions of section 3 of the Pub-
lic Law 88-504, approved August 30, 1964.

Sincerely,
ARTHUR H. WILSON,
National Adjutant.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 81ST NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS HELD AT DALLAS, TEXAS

August 9-14, 2002
JOINT OPENING SESSION
August 10, 2002

The Joint Opening Session of the Disabled American Veterans
and Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary convened in the Lone Star
_Ballroom of the Adam's Mark Hotel and Resort, Dallas, Texas,
Saturday afternoon, August 10, 2002, and was called to order at
1:00 o'clock p.m. by Commander George H. Steese, Jr.

COMMANDER GEORGE H. STEESE, JR.: I now call the 8lst National
Convention of the Disabled American Veterans to order. Arthur H.
Wilson, National Adjutant, will read the call to the cenvention.

ADJUTANT ARTHUR H. WILSON: The Constitution and Bylaws of the
Disabled American Veterans state that the supreme legislative
powers of this organization shall be vested in the annual National
Convention, composed of National Officers and representatives of
the state departments and chapters.

In accordance with these directives, I, Arthur H. Wilson,
National Adjutant of the Disabled American Veterans, declare the
8lst National Convention of the Disabled American Veterans to be
convened at Dallas, Texas, 1:00 p.m., Saturday, August 10, 2002.

Consideration and disposition of business brought before this
convention shall be conducted in accordance with the National
Constitution and Bylaws now in force.

COMMANDER STEESE: When in Texas, do as the Texans. (Laughter
and Applause) Please rise. Present colors.

(Presentation of Colors)

COMMANDER STEESE: Ladies and gentlemen, our National Anthem.

(8inging of National Anthem)

COMMANDER STEESE: Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Pledge of Allegiance)

COMMANDER STEESE: Now for the invocation, National Chaplain,
Reverend Gerald Stump.

CHAPLAIN GERALD V. STUMP: Our Heavenly Father, being the
gentle man that You are, You would never provoke Yourself on
anyone.

But by invitation, we invite You to be a part of these
proceedings. We invite Your presence into this room. We want to
thank You for Your hand of blessings upon our organization, upon
its leadership.

We want to thank You for Your hand of blessing upon our
country =-- God Bless America. We want to thank You for our
President, for our Congress, for those precious men and women in
harm's way. -

Bless them. TLord, we do not trust in ourselves. We trust in
You. We lean upon You for Your understanding, for Your hand of
guidance and blessing.

So bless us now as we go through these proceedings. May
everything that is said and done, may it honor You, may it honor
our country. May it honor this great organization, and may the
things that we do bless veterans everywhere. For God's glory we
pray, Amen.

COMMANDER STEESE: Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in
thanking the members of the Department of Arizona Color Guard for
posting the colors. (Applause)

You may be seated. Ladies and gentlemen, look around you and
you will see a successful convention underway. Let me assure you
that a successful National Convention requires countless men and
women working together to ensure that our annual gathering is the
mogt fun-filled, exciting and rewarding event of the year.

) To successfully plan and operate a great National Convention
requires wise leadership, commitment, wunlimited drive and
enthusiasm.

Leading such a dynamic group of people is a tremendously
rewarding challenge. Meeting that challenge this year is a
National Convention Chairman whose leadership style leaves nothing
to chance.

o))



2

That kind of man is Eldon Armstrong. During his growing-up
years, Eldon worked setting pins in the bowling alley at the Naval
Air Station Dallas and knew early on that when he grew up, he
wanted to be a sailor.

In April 1949, during his junior year at Grand Prairie High
School, he joined the Grand Prairie Naval Reserves and went through
basic training that summer, and after graduation in 1950 went on
active duty.

Eldon served as an air traffic controller until 1964 when as
Chief Petty Officer, he was selected to receive a commission as an
ensign and was promptly sent to Saigon where he filled a Supply
Officer's billet.

One year later, he was ordered back into the air traffic
control field where he completed the remainder of his service.
After serving 27 years on active duty, Eldon retired from the Navy
in 1976 as a Lieutenant Commander and moved back to Grand Prairie
where he now resides.

Eldon has been Commander of DAV Chapter 42 since 1997; passed
through the chairs at the district level and is presently serving
his second two-year term as District 2 Finance Officer.

Eldon's passion is flying, and he holds a single/multi-engine
aircraft license with an instrument rating. At 65 he elected not
to renew his instructor rating, but still manages to get airborne
from time to time.

Fellow members and guests, please join me in welcoming your
convention chairman, Eldon Armstrong. (Applause)

MR. ELDON ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Commander. I am going to
take a short, personal moment here. I think most of us identify
our heros in our young years. Less than a month after the bombing
of Pearl Harbor, I celebrated my tenth birthday.

My heros are the men and women who served in the Second World
War, the wives and mothers who were left behind, and your ranks are
diminishing much too quickly. Still, you are my heros, and I
salute you. (Applause)

Did all you all notice the size of the gavel the commander
had? I believe he means business. (Laughter) On behalf of the
more than 76,000 DAV members and the 112 Chapters of the Department
of Texas, I welcome you to our great state for this 8lst National
Convention.

It's been 14 years since the state of Texas has hosted the
convention, and a brief Texican lesson may be helpful to prevent
some cultural shock.

Friendliness 1is the order of the day. "Howdy" or "Howdy,
ma'am" is an appropriate greeting. If you happen to drive the
country roads and you see an approaching pickup truck, the driver
will probably raise his forefinger.

That's his way of saying "how do". It would be impolite for
you not to raise your forefinger to say "howdy" back to him. Texas
is one of only two states that was a Republic when we joined the
Union.

I am not going to mention the other one. By Texas law, when
flown on separate flag poles, the Texas flag must be flown at the
same height as the U.S. flag. We even have our own pledge to the
Texas flag.

As one of the characters that Walter Brennan used to play on
TV, "no brag, just fact", I was reminded early on that this was to
be a Dallas convention, not a Texas convention. But that's hard
for a Texas boy to do.

Ours is such a large state with so many different regions and
cultures, oil, cotton, fishing, fruit and vegetable farming of the
valley, ranching just about everywhere, it was hard for me to think
of just "Dallas".

Locally, though, for your entertainment and relaxation during

_your stay here, for the ladies there's that little fashion shop,
Niemann Marcus just down the street; sports fans have their choice
of almost any sport you would like to attend, while the museum and
art folks can spend days here and not see it all.

Whatever your desires, just ask one of the fellows at the
information booth out in the lobby, and they will direct you as
best they can -- some of them may not be from Texas. (Laughter)
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You should learn to understand and correctly use some Texican talk
during your stay.

To get you started, I will tell you that “y'all" is singular:;
"all of y'all" is plural. (Laughter and Applause) I hope all of
"y'all" enjoy your convention.

I would like to thank those who assisted me, but most of all,
our thanks should go out to our National Membership Chairman, Mr.
Mike Walsh, who really deserves your thanks.

One last item. As some of you may know, when Texas was in its
infancy, whatever that means, the government needed a force to
maintain law and order. The Texas Rangers were organized and
continue to this day to be an arm of the law in these parts to be
reckoned with.

Just after the end of the Civil War and the end of Martial
Law, the Texas Rangers came back into being, and there was a riot
in one of the Texas towns and these people needed some help.

So they said, "We need help", and the state responded. When
the train pulled into town, a Texas ranger stepped off and the town
folk said, "They only sent one ranger?", and he says, "You only got
one riot, don't you?" (Laughter) That's where the term "One Riot
- One Ranger" started.

Now the eyes of Texas have truly been upon Commander Steese.
His leadership ability and ability to handle any situation has been
recognized and is about to be rewarded. The Governor of the state
of Texas told me that he would like to make Commander Steese an
honorary Texas Ranger. (Applause) Wear it with pride, sir.

COMMANDER STEESE: But I need back up on those riots.
(Laughter)

MR. ARMSTRONG: If there's more than one riot, we will find
another ranger. (Laughter and Applause)

COMMANDER STEESE: Thank you, Eldon, for all of your hard
work, and this convention has truly gotten off to a great start
because of your work.

Ladies and gentlemen, here to welcome us to the great city of
Dallas is Mayor Pro Tem, Donald Hill. (Applause)

MAYOR DONALD HILL: Well, good afternoon. It is, indeed, a
great pleasure and honor for me, on behalf of the Mayor of the City
of Dallas, Laura Miller, and our Dallas City Council, and the
citizens of Dallas, to welcome you, the 8lst Convention of Disabled
American Veterans and Auxiliary.

We are, indeed, pleased and honored by your presence here.
Some have suggested that there are three kinds of people in the
world, thinkers, talkers and doers. Some might even say that
politicians like myself are more the talking type.

My wife is a teacher so some may even suggest that she is more
the thinking type. But we are here today in this convention and we
are just here to honor some men and women that are doers, because
many years ago we asked you to put yourselves on the line and to
protect this country, and you did it.

My father was a World War II veteran, and it wasn't until I
started reading some of the books about veterans and World War II
veterans in particular, that they never would really say very much
at all about this service and what they did.

They were the type of men and women that were, as the Nike
expression would say, "They just did it". So we are very honored
to have doers like yourself in our city. We hope that in some way
what we have tried to build here in Dallas, a great city of economy
and business, finance, recreation, art, culture -- we hope we have
done something in a small way to be worthy of the sacrifice that
many of you and all of you, in fact, have made.

That is one of the central moments in a very popular movie
that came out a couple of years ago “"Saving Private Ryan".

The question to Private Ryan was ~-- what they were imploring him to
~do was to do something in his life that was worthy of the sacrifice
that was being made.

We hope we, in this city, have done some things in building
this city that are worthy, that you will enjoy, that will make your
convention, or contribute in some small way to its success.

We love you very much. We thank you for being here, and if
there's anything we can do to make your visit much, much more
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enjoyable, please, we stand ready to do it. We ask that you would
request that of us, and again, thank you very much for gracing our

city. God Bless you. (Applause)
COMMANDER STEESE: Thank you, Mayor Hill, for that gracious
welcome. Ladies and gentlemen, here to welcome us on behalf of

Governor Rick Perry is the Honorable Jay Kimbrough, Deputy Chief of
Staff. (Applause)

MR. JAY KIMBROUGH: Thank you, thank you very much. My fellow
disabled veterans and distinguished guests and visitors to our
state, greetings on behalf of Governor Rick Perry and welcome to
Dallas, Texas.

It is our privilege and our honor to have you in Dallas for
this very, very special convention. You know, Texas is home to
many heros and many legends, and this is a convention of heros and
legends, disabled American veterans who have given so much for so
many, for so little, and we are proud to have you in our midst.

The governor is confident you will have a great convention,
and he encourages yocu to take some time to enjoy the sights and the
sounds of the metroplex area while you are here.

Yes, you will discuss some very important policy matters, but
it's also time to visit and make new friends and see new sites and
see this great state and remember -- remember those who did not
return.

Governor Perry and I had many conversations on matters of
state policy and government, all the way from public safety to
homeland security, to public transportation to public health, and
the list goes on.

We cover a wide range of issues and I will tell you that
sometimes the pace is very, very fast. Yesterday was one of those
days. But I can tell you that there is something special when our
conversation turns to military service, and that happens gquite
often.

There is a reverence, a respect, an admiration of our veterans
by the governor that is immediately obvious to anyone who knows
him. He understands the service of veterans, and he understands
the service of combat veterans in particular.

His father was a 17-year-old tailgunner in a B~17 over Europe
in World War II. By the grace of God, he made it home safe. But
so many of his fellow airmen did not return, and some returned home
with serious physical or emotional scars, disabled from combat.

Governor Perry, himself, is an Air Force veteran, a pilot who
flew tactical C1-30 aircraft, and he was prepared to sacrifice for
America just like his father and just like you.

The governor knows I am here today on his behalf, and that is
only because he had previous commitments in other parts of the
state. But he also knows this is a bit of a homecoming for me. He
knows that I took the oath of enlistment in the United States
Marine Corps here in Dallas at 1114 Commerce Avenue downtown just
a few miles from here, January 5, 1966.

Like many of you here, it was that oath that led me to combat
in Vietnam and it led me here today. Like many of you here, I am
a product of the GI Bill in Vocational, Rehabilitation and those
benefits provided by the Veterans Administration.

Like many of you here, I am a life member of this great

organization, the Disabled American Veterans. And like many of
you, I have benefited so much, personally, from my membership with
this organization. (Applause)

Thank you. It is a privilege to be here with you today. It
is a privilege to be a member of the DAV. It is my distinct
privilege to welcome you to Dallas on behalf of the Governor of
Texas. So on his behalf, God Bless you all, thank you for your

service, thank you for your sacrifice, enjoy your visit to Texas
and Semper Fi. Thank you very much. (Applause)

COMMANDER STEESE: Thank you, Judge Kimbrough.

MR. THOMAS L. WILBORN: And now let's meet your DAV National
Officers. At the Past National Commander Position, the pride of
San Antonio, Texas, let's welcome back Armando Albarran.

From Kernersville, North Carclina, your National Chaplain, a
heavenly welcome for the Reverend Gerald Stump.

Your National Fourth Junior Vice Commander, from Tualatin,
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