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1. Empty asbestos shipping containers.
2. Process wastes such as cuttings, trim-

mings, or reject material.
3. Housekeeping waste from sweeping or

vacuuming.
4. Asbestos fireproofing or insulating mate-

rial that is removed from buildings.
5. Building products that contain asbestos

removed during building renovation or dem-
olition.

6. Contaminated disposable protective
clothing.

B. Empty shipping bags can be flattened
under exhaust hoods and packed into air-
tight containers for disposal. Empty ship-
ping drums are difficult to clean and should
be sealed.

C. Vacuum bags or disposable paper filters
should not be cleaned, but should be sprayed
with a fine water mist and placed into a la-
beled waste container.

D. Process waste and housekeeping waste
should be wetted with water or a mixture of
water and surfactant prior to packaging in
disposable containers.

E. Material containing asbestos that is re-
moved from buildings must be disposed of in
leak-tight 6-mil thick plastic bags, plastic-
lined cardboard containers, or plastic-lined
metal containers. These wastes, which are
removed while wet, should be sealed in con-
tainers before they dry out to minimize the
release of asbestos fibers during handling.

V. Access to Information

A. Each year, your employer is required to
inform you of the information contained in
this standard and appendices for asbestos. In
addition, your employer must instruct you
in the proper work practices for handling
materials containing asbestos, and the cor-
rect use of protective equipment.

B. Your employer is required to determine
whether you are being exposed to asbestos.
You or your representative has the right to
observe employee measurements and to
record the results obtained. Your employer
is required to inform you of your exposure,
and, if you are exposed above the permissible
limit, he or she is required to inform you of
the actions that are being taken to reduce
your exposure to within the permissible
limit.

C. Your employer is required to keep
records of your exposures and medical ex-
aminations. These exposure records must be
kept for at least thirty (30) years. Medical
records must be kept for the period of your
employment plus thirty (30) years.

D. Your employer is required to release
your exposure and medical records to your
physician or designated representative upon
your written request.

APPENDIX H TO § 1910.1001—MEDICAL SURVEIL-
LANCE GUIDELINES FOR ASBESTOS NON-MAN-
DATORY

I. Route of Entry Inhalation, Ingestion

II. Toxicology

Clinical evidence of the adverse effects as-
sociated with exposure to asbestos is present
in the form of several well-conducted epide-
miological studies of occupationally exposed
workers, family contacts of workers, and
persons living near asbestos mines. These
studies have shown a definite association be-
tween exposure to asbestos and an increased
incidence of lung cancer, pleural and peri-
toneal mesothelioma, gastrointestinal can-
cer, and asbestosis. The latter is a disabling
fibrotic lung disease that is caused only by
exposure to asbestos. Exposure to asbestos
has also been associated with an increased
incidence of esophageal, kidney, laryngeal,
pharyngeal, and buccal cavity cancers. As
with other known chronic occupational dis-
eases, disease associated with asbestos gen-
erally appears about 20 years following the
first occurrence of exposure: There are no
known acute effects associated with expo-
sure to asbestos.

Epidemiological studies indicate that the
risk of lung cancer among exposed workers
who smoke cigarettes is greatly increased
over the risk of lung cancer among non-ex-
posed smokers or exposed nonsmokers. These
studies suggest that cessation of smoking
will reduce the risk of lung cancer for a per-
son exposed to asbestos but will not reduce it
to the same level of risk as that existing for
an exposed worker who has never smoked.

III. Signs and Symptoms of Exposure-
Related Disease

The signs and symptoms of lung cancer or
gastrointestinal cancer induced by exposure
to asbestos are not unique, except that a
chest X-ray of an exposed patient with lung
cancer may show pleural plaques, pleural
calcification, or pleural fibrosis. Symptoms
characteristic of mesothelioma include
shortness of breath, pain in the walls of the
chest, or abdominal pain. Mesothelioma has
a much longer latency period compared with
lung cancer (40 years versus 15–20 years), and
mesothelioma is therefore more likely to be
found among workers who were first exposed
to asbestos at an early age. Mesothelioma is
always fatal.

Asbestosis is pulmonary fibrosis caused by
the accumulation of asbestos fibers in the
lungs. Symptoms include shortness of
breath, coughing, fatigue, and vague feelings
of sickness. When the fibrosis worsens, short-
ness of breath occurs even at rest. The diag-
nosis of asbestosis is based on a history of
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exposure to asbestos, the presence of char-
acteristic radiologic changes, end-inspira-
tory crackles (rales), and other clinical fea-
tures of fibrosing lung disease. Pleural
plaques and thickening are observed on X-
rays taken during the early stages of the dis-
ease. Asbestosis is often a progressive dis-
ease even in the absence of continued expo-
sure, although this appears to be a highly in-
dividualized characteristic. In severe cases,
death may be caused by respiratory or car-
diac failure.

IV. Surveillance and Preventive
Considerations

As noted above, exposure to asbestos has
been linked to an increased risk of lung can-
cer, mesothelioma, gastrointestinal cancer,
and asbestosis among occupationally ex-
posed workers. Adequate screening tests to
determine an employee’s potential for devel-
oping serious chronic diseases, such as can-
cer, from exposure to asbestos do not pres-
ently exist. However, some tests, particu-
larly chest X-rays and pulmonary function
tests, may indicate that an employee has
been overexposed to asbestos increasing his
or her risk of developing exposure-related
chronic diseases. It is important for the phy-
sician to become familiar with the operating
conditions in which occupational exposure to
asbestos is likely to occur. This is particu-
larly important in evaluating medical and
work histories and in conducting physical
examinations. When an active employee has
been identified as having been overexposed
to asbestos, measures taken by the employer
to eliminate or mitigate further exposure
should also lower the risk of serious long-
term consequences.

The employer is required to institute a
medical surveillance program for all employ-
ees who are or will be exposed to asbestos at
or above the permissible exposure limit (0.1
fiber per cubic centimeter of air). All exami-
nations and procedures must be performed
by or under the supervision of a licensed
physician, at a reasonable time and place,
and at no cost to the employee.

Although broad latitude is given to the
physician in prescribing specific tests to be
included in the medical surveillance pro-
gram, OSHA requires inclusion of the follow-
ing elements in the routine examination:

(i) Medical and work histories with special
emphasis directed to symptoms of the res-
piratory system, cardiovascular system, and
digestive tract.

(ii) Completion of the respiratory disease
questionnaire contained in Appendix D.

(iii) A physical examination including a
chest roentgenogram and pulmonary func-
tion test that includes measurement of the
employee’s forced vital capacity (FVC) and
forced expiratory volume at one second
(FEV1).

(iv) Any laboratory or other test that the
examining physician deems by sound medi-
cal practice to be necessary.

The employer is required to make the pre-
scribed tests available at least annually to
those employees covered; more often than
specified if recommended by the examining
physician; and upon termination of employ-
ment.

The employer is required to provide the
physician with the following information: A
copy of this standard and appendices; a de-
scription of the mployee’s duties as they re-
late to asbestos exposure; the employee’s
representative level of exposure to asbestos;
a description of any personal protective and
respiratory equipment used; and information
from previous medical examinations of the
affected employee that is not otherwise
available to the physician. Making this in-
formation available to the physician will aid
in the evaluation of the employee’s health in
relation to assigned duties and fitness to
wear personal protective equipment, if re-
quired.

The employer is required to obtain a writ-
ten opinion from the examining physician
containing the results of the medical exam-
ination; the physician’s opinion as to wheth-
er the employee has any detected medical
conditions that would place the employee at
an increased risk of exposure-related disease;
any recommended limitations on the em-
ployee or on the use of personal protective
equipment; and a statement that the em-
ployee has been informed by the physician of
the results of the medical examination and
of any medical conditions related to asbestos
exposure that require further explanation or
treatment. This written opinion must not re-
veal specific findings or diagnoses unrelated
to exposure to asbestos, and a copy of the
opinion must be provided to the affected em-
ployee.

APPENDIX I TO § 1910.1001—SMOKING CESSATION
PROGRAM INFORMATION FOR ASBESTOS—
NON-MANDATORY

The following organizations provide smok-
ing cessation information and program ma-
terial.

1. The National Cancer Institute operates a
toll-free Cancer Information Service (CIS)
with trained personnel to help you. Call 1–
800–4–CANCER* to reach the CIS office serv-
ing your area, or write: Office of Cancer
Communications, National Cancer Institute,
National Institutes of Health, Building 31,
Room 10A24, Bethesda, Maryland 20892.

2. American Cancer Society, 3340 Peachtree
Road, NE., Atlanta, Georgia 30062, (404) 320–
3333.

The American Cancer Society (ACS) is a
voluntary organization composed of 58 divi-
sions and 3,100 local units. Through ‘‘The
Great American Smokeout’’ in November,
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