§ 58.23

24 CFR Subtitle A (4–1–00 Edition)

activity or project would have an adverse environmental impact or limit
the choice of reasonable alternatives.
If an activity is exempt under § 58.34, or
not subject to § 58.5 under § 58.35(b), no
RROF is required and a recipient may
undertake the activity immediately
after the award of the assistance.
(b) An option agreement on a proposed site or property is allowable
prior to the completion of the environmental review if the option agreement
is subject to a determination by the recipient on the desirability of the property for the project as a result of the
completion of the environmental review in accordance with this part and
the cost of the option is a nominal portion of the purchase price. There is no
constraint on the purchase of an option
by third parties that have not been selected for HUD funding, have no responsibility for the environmental review and have no say in the approval or
disapproval of the project.
(c) Relocation. Funds may be committed for relocation assistance before
the approval of the RROF and related
certification for the project provided
that the relocation assistance is required by 24 CFR part 42.
§ 58.23 Financial assistance for environmental review.
The costs of environmental reviews,
including costs incurred in complying
with any of the related laws and authorities cited in § 58.5 and § 58.6, are eligible costs to the extent allowable
under the HUD assistance program regulations.

Subpart D—Environmental Review
Process:
Documentation,
Range of Activities, Project
Aggregation and Classification
§ 58.30

Environmental review process.

(a) The environmental review process
consists of all the actions that a responsible entity must take to determine compliance with this part. The
environmental review process includes
all the compliance actions needed for
other activities and projects that are
not assisted by HUD but are aggregated

by the responsible entity in accordance
with § 58.32.
(b) The environmental review process
should begin as soon as a recipient determines the projected use of HUD assistance.
§ 58.32 Project aggregation.
(a) A responsible entity must group
together and evaluate as a single
project all individual activities which
are related either on a geographical or
functional basis, or are logical parts of
a composite of contemplated actions.
(b) In deciding the most appropriate
basis for aggregation when evaluating
activities under more than one program, the responsible entity may
choose: functional aggregation when a
specific type of activity (e.g., water improvements) is to take place in several
separate locales or jurisdictions; geographic aggregation when a mix of dissimilar but related activities is to be
concentrated in a fairly specific project
area (e.g., a combination of water,
sewer and street improvements and
economic development activities); or a
combination of aggregation approaches,
which, for various project locations,
considers the impacts arising from
each functional activity and its interrelationship with other activities.
(c) The purpose of project aggregation is to group together related activities so that the responsible entity can:
(1) Address adequately and analyze,
in a single environmental review, the
separate and combined impacts of activities that are similar, connected and
closely related, or that are dependent
upon other activities and actions. (See
40 CFR 1508.25(a)).
(2) Consider reasonable alternative
courses of action.
(3) Schedule the activities to resolve
conflicts or mitigate the individual,
combined and/or cumulative effects.
(4) Prescribe mitigation measures
and safeguards including project alternatives and modifications to individual
activities.
(d) Multi-year project aggregation—(1)
Release of funds. When a recipient’s
planning and program development
provide for activities to be implemented over two or more years, the responsible entity’s environmental review should consider the relationship
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