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(b) Policy used to determine whether to 
make representative payment. (1) Our pol-
icy is that every beneficiary has the 
right to manage his or her own bene-
fits. However, some beneficiaries due 
to a mental or physical condition or 
due to their youth may be unable to do 
so. Under these circumstances, we may 
determine that the interests of the 
beneficiary would be better served if 
we certified benefit payments to an-
other person as a representative payee. 

(2) If we determine that representa-
tive payment is in the interest of a 
beneficiary, we will appoint a rep-
resentative payee. We may appoint a 
representative payee even if the bene-
ficiary is a legally competent indi-
vidual. If the beneficiary is a legally 
incompetent individual, we may ap-
point the legal guardian or some other 
person as a representative payee. 

(3) If payment is being made directly 
to a beneficiary and a question arises 
concerning his or her ability to manage 
or direct the management of benefit 
payments, we will, if the beneficiary is 
18 years old or older and has not been 
adjudged legally incompetent, continue 
to pay the beneficiary until we make a 
determination about his or her ability 
to manage or direct the management of 
benefit payments and the selection of a 
representative payee.

§ 404.2010 When payment will be made 
to a representative payee. 

(a) We pay benefits to a representa-
tive payee on behalf of a beneficiary 18 
years old or older when it appears to us 
that this method of payment will be in 
the interest of the beneficiary. We do 
this if we have information that the 
beneficiary is— 

(1) Legally incompetent or mentally 
incapable of managing benefit pay-
ments; or 

(2) Physically incapable of managing 
or directing the management of his or 
her benefit payments. 

(b) Generally, if a beneficiary is 
under age 18, we will pay benefits to a 
representative payee. However, in cer-
tain situations, we will make direct 
payments to a beneficiary under age 18 
who shows the ability to manage the 
benefits. For example, we make direct 
payments to a beneficiary under age 18 
if the beneficiary is— 

(1) Receiving disability insurance 
benefits on his or her own Social Secu-
rity earnings record; or 

(2) Serving in the military services; 
or 

(3) Living alone and supporting him-
self or herself; or 

(4) A parent and files for himself or 
herself and/or his or her child and he or 
she has experience in handling his or 
her own finances; or 

(5) Capable of using the benefits to 
provide for his or her current needs and 
no qualified payee is available; or 

(6) Within 7 months of attaining age 
18 and is initially filing an application 
for benefits. 

[47 FR 30472, July 14, 1982, as amended at 54 
FR 35483, Aug. 28, 1989]

§ 404.2015 Information considered in 
determining whether to make rep-
resentative payments. 

In determining whether to make rep-
resentative payment we consider the 
following information: 

(a) Court determinations. If we learn 
that a beneficiary has been found to be 
legally incompetent, a certified copy of 
the court’s determination will be the 
basis of our determination to make 
representative payment. 

(b) Medical evidence. When available, 
we will use medical evidence to deter-
mine if a beneficiary is capable of man-
aging or directing the management of 
benefit payments. For example, a 
statement by a physician or other med-
ical professional based upon his or her 
recent examination of the beneficiary 
and his or her knowledge of the bene-
ficiary’s present condition will be used 
in our determination, if it includes in-
formation concerning the nature of the 
beneficiary’s illness, the beneficiary’s 
chances for recovery and the opinion of 
the physician or other medical profes-
sional as to whether the beneficiary is 
able to manage or direct the manage-
ment of benefit payments. 

(c) Other evidence. We will also con-
sider any statements of relatives, 
friends and other people in a position 
to know and observe the beneficiary, 
which contain information helpful to 
us in deciding whether the beneficiary 
is able to manage or direct the man-
agement of benefit payments.
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