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(a) The draws shall open on signal; 
except that, if either one of the bridges 
is inoperable because of equipment 
breakdown, the other bridge need not 
be opened. 

(b) In addition to the signals pre-
scribed in § 117.15, the following special 
visual signals shall be used on the 
bridges: 

(1) When the draw cannot be opened 
immediately, or is open and must be 
closed promptly, two red lights are 
flashed alternately. 

(2) When the draw can be opened im-
mediately, two amber lights are 
flashed alternately. 

(3) When the draw is open for pas-
sage, two green lights are flashed alter-
nately. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by USCG–2005–21531, 70 FR 36349, 
June 23, 2005] 

§ 117.391 Chicago River. 

The draws of the bridges operated by 
the City of Chicago over the Main 
Branch of Chicago River, the bridges 
on the North Branch of Chicago River 
from the Main Branch to North Halsted 
Street, mile 2.65, and bridges on the 
South Branch of Chicago River from 
the Main Branch to South Ashland Av-
enue, mile 4.47, shall operate as fol-
lows: 

(a) For commercial vessels, all 
bridges shall open on signal if at least 
12-hours advance notice is provided to 
the Chicago City Bridge Desk prior to 
the intended time of passage; except 
that, from Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 7 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., 
and between the hours of 4 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m., except for Federal holidays, 
the draws need not open for the pas-
sage of vessels. 

(b) For recreational vessels: 
(1) From April 1 through November 

30— 
(i) The draws shall be scheduled to 

open, before 1 p.m., twice on Saturdays 
and twice on Sundays if requests for 
passage have been received at least 20 
hours in advance. If the bridges have 
been authorized to remain closed for 
portions of a Saturday or Sunday to 
accommodate special events, openings 
shall be scheduled after 1 p.m. as nec-
essary to provide two openings per day. 

(ii) The draws shall open on Monday 
and Friday, after 6:30 p.m. Each open-
ing requires notice that has been given 
at least 6 hours in advance of a vessel’s 
requested time of passage. 

(iii) The draws shall open on Wednes-
days at 10 a.m., or as soon thereafter as 
practical, if a request for passage has 
been given at least 20 hours in advance. 

(iv) The draws shall open at times in 
addition to those listed in paragraphs 
(b)(1)(i) through (b)(1)(iii) of this sec-
tion, after notice has been given at 
least 20 hours in advance requesting 
passage for a flotilla of at least five 
vessels. However, the bridges need not 
open Monday through Friday from 7 
a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and 4 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m., except for Federal holidays. 

(2) From December 1 through March 
31, the draws shall open on signal if at 
least 48 hours notice is given. However, 
the bridges need not open Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., 
and 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., except for Fed-
eral holidays. 

(c) The following bridges need not be 
opened for the passage of vessels: The 
draws of South Damen Avenue, mile 
6.14, over South Branch of Chicago 
River; all highway drawbridges be-
tween South Western Avenue, mile 6.7, 
and Willow Springs Road, mile 19.4, 
over Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal; 
North Halsted Street, mile 2.85, and Di-
vision Street, mile 2.99, over North 
Branch Canal of Chicago River; and Di-
vision Street, mile 3.30, North Avenue, 
mile 3.81, Cortland Avenue, mile 4.48, 
Webster Avenue, mile 4.85, North Ash-
land Avenue, mile 4.90, and Union Pa-
cific Railroad, mile 5.01, over North 
Branch of Chicago River. 

[CGD09–95–023, 60 FR 52311, Oct. 6, 1995, as 
amended by CGD09–01–148, 67 FR 31729, May 
10, 2002] 

§ 117.393 Illinois Waterway. 

(a) The draw of the automated Bur-
lington Northern Santa Fe railroad 
bridge, mile 88.8 at Beardstown, Illi-
nois, operates as follows: 

(1) The draw is normally maintained 
in the fully open position, displaying a 
green light to indicate that vessels 
may pass. 
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(2) When a vessel is approaching and 
the draw is in the open position, con-
tact shall be established by radio-
telephone with the remote operator to 
assure that the draw remains open 
until passage is complete. 

(3) When a vessel is approaching and 
the draw is in the closed position, con-
tact shall be established by radio-
telephone with the remote operator. If 
the draw cannot be opened imme-
diately, alternate flashing red lights 
are displayed. If the draw can be 
opened immediately, flashing amber 
lights are displayed. 

(4) When a train approaches the 
bridge and the draw is in the open posi-
tion, the operator shall activate alter-
nate flashing red lights on top of the 
draw, sound four short blasts, and scan 
the river on radar to determine wheth-
er any vessel is approaching the bridge. 
The remote operator shall also broad-
cast that the draw is closing. If a vessel 
or vessels are approaching the bridge 
within one mile, as determined by 
radar scanning, response to radio 
broadcast, or electronic detector, the 
flashing red lights shall be changed to 
flashing amber and the operator shall 
keep the draw in the fully open posi-
tion until the vessel or vessels have 
cleared the bridge. If no vessel is ap-
proaching the bridge or is beneath the 
draw, the draw may be lowered and 
locked in place. 

(5) After the train has cleared the 
bridge, the draw shall be raised to its 
full height and locked in place, the red 
flashing lights stopped, and the draw 
lights changed from red to green. 

(b) The draw of the Union Pacific 
railroad bridge, Mile 151.2, at Pekin, Il-
linois, is operated by a remote operator 
located at the Union Pacific offices in 
Chicago, Illinois, as follows: 

(1) The draw is normally maintained 
in the fully open position, displaying 
green mid-channel lights to indicate 
that the span is fully open. 

(2) The draw is equipped with the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A radiotelephone link direct to 
the remote operator; 

(ii) A horn for sound signals; 
(iii) Eight high intensity amber 

warning lights, oriented upstream and 
downstream, with two secured to the 

uppermost chord and two secured to 
the lowermost chord of the drawspan; 

(iv) A radar antenna on the lower 
portion of the drawspan capable of 
scanning one mile upstream and one 
mile downstream; and 

(v) Infrared scanners located on the 
upstream and downstream ends of the 
channel span piers, to detect vessels or 
other obstructions under the bridge. 

(3) The remote operator shall main-
tain a radiotelephone watch for mari-
ners to establish contact as they ap-
proach the bridge to ensure that the 
draw is open or that it remains open 
until passage is complete. 

(4) When a train approaches the 
bridge and the draw is in the open posi-
tion, the remote operator initiates a 
ten minute warning period before clos-
ing the bridge. During this warning pe-
riod, the amber lights begin flashing 
and a signal of four short blasts sounds 
on a horn. The four-blast signal will re-
peat after a five second interval. A syn-
thesized-voice message is broadcast 
over the radiotelephone as follows: 
‘‘The Union Pacific railroad bridge at 
Mile 151.2, Illinois River, will close to 
navigation in ten minutes.’’ The an-
nouncement is repeated every two min-
utes, counting down the time remain-
ing until closure. 

(5) At the end of the ten minute 
warning period, the remote bridge op-
erator scans under the bridge using in-
frared detectors and the upstream and 
downstream approaches to the bridge 
using radar to determine whether any 
vessels are under or are approaching 
the bridge. If any vessels are under or 
are approaching the bridge within one 
mile as determined by infrared or radar 
scanning or by a radiotelephone re-
sponse, the remote operator shall not 
close the bridge until the vessel or ves-
sels have cleared the bridge. 

(6) If no vessels are under or ap-
proaching the bridge, the mid-channel 
navigation lights will change from 
green to red, the horn signal of four 
short blasts will sound, twice, and the 
radiotelephone message will change to: 
‘‘The Union Pacific Railroad Bridge at 
Mile 151.2, Illinois River, is closed to 
navigation.’’ The message will repeat 
every two minutes and the amber 
lights will continue to flash until the 
bridge is fully reopened. 
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(7) If the infrared scanners detect a 
vessel or other obstruction under the 
bridge before the drawspan is fully low-
ered and locked, the closing sequence 
is stopped, automatically, and the 
drawspan is raised to its fully open po-
sition until the channel is clear. When 
obstruction has cleared the navigation 
span, the remote operator confirms 
that the channel is clear, and reiniti-
ates the ten-minute warning cycle. 

(8) After the train has cleared the 
bridge, the remote operator initiates 
the lift span raising cycle. When the 
draw is raised to its full height and 
locked in place, the flashing lights stop 
and the mid-channel navigation lights 
change from red to green. The syn-
thesized voice announcement broad-
casts at two minute intervals for ten 
minutes that the bridge is reopened to 
navigation. 

(c) The draws of the McDonough 
Street Bridge, mile 287.3; Jefferson 
Street bridge, mile 287.9; Cass Street 
bridge, mile 288.1; Jackson Street 
bridge, mile 288.4; and Ruby Street 
bridge, mile 288.7; all of Joliet, shall 
open on signal, except that they need 
not open from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 
from 4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. 

(d) The drawspan of the Elgin, Joliet 
and Eastern Railway bridge, mile 290.1 
at Lockport, Illinois, is operated by re-
mote operator located at the Elgin, Jo-
liet & Eastern offices in East Joliet, Il-
linois as follows: 

(1) The drawspan is normally main-
tained in the fully open to navigation 
position displaying green center span 
navigation lights to indicate that the 
drawspan is fully open. 

(2) The bridge is equipped with the 
following: 

(i) A radiotelephone link direct to 
the remote operator; 

(ii) A radar antenna on top of the 
drawspan capable of scanning the river, 
one mile upstream and one mile down-
stream; 

(iii) Infrared boat detectors under the 
drawspan, to allow the remote bridge 
operator to detect vessels under the 
drawspan; 

(iv) Electronic motion detectors 
under the drawspan to allow the re-
mote bridge operator to detect vessel 
movement under the drawspan; 

(v) A siren for sound signals; and 
(vi) Red and green center span navi-

gation lights. 
(3) The remote bridge operator shall 

maintain a 24 hour VHF marine radio 
watch for mariners to establish contact 
as they approach the bridge to ensure 
that the drawspan is open or that it re-
mains open until passage of river traf-
fic is complete. 

(4) When rail traffic approaches the 
bridge, and the drawspan is in the open 
position, the remote bridge operator 
initiates a one minute warning period 
before closing the drawspan. During 
this warning period, the remote oper-
ator shall broadcast at least twice, via 
marine radio, that: ‘‘The drawspan of 
the EJ&E Railroad bridge will be low-
ered in one minute.’’ A siren on the 
bridge sounds for 20 seconds, to warn 
anyone on or under the bridge that the 
drawspan will be lowered. 

(5) If a vessel is approaching the 
bridge upbound or, departing the Lock-
port Lock and Dam at mile 291.1, 
downbound, with intentions of passing 
through the drawspan, they shall re-
spond to the remote bridge operators’ 
marine radio broadcast, or initiate 
radio contact, indicating their prox-
imity to the bridge and requesting an 
opening of the drawspan or that the 
drawspan remain open until the vessel 
passes. If any approaching vessel is de-
tected or if a radiotelephone response 
is received, the remote operator shall 
not close the drawspan until the vessel 
or vessels have cleared the bridge. 

(6) At the end of the one minute 
warning period, if no river traffic is ap-
proaching or under the drawspan, the 
remote bridge operator may begin low-
ering the drawspan. Navigation lights 
located at the center of the drawspan 
change from green to red when the 
drawspan is not in the fully open to 
navigation position. The drawspan 
takes approximately 90 seconds to 
lower. 

(7) If the presence of a vessel or other 
obstruction is discovered approaching 
or under the drawspan, during the low-
ering sequence, before the drawspan is 
fully lowered and locked, the drawspan 
shall be stopped and raised to the fully 
open position. When the vessel or ob-
struction has cleared the drawspan, the 
remote operator shall confirm that the 
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channel is clear and reinitiate the one 
minute warning cycle before lowering 
the drawspan. 

(8) If no marine traffic is present the 
drawspan may be lowered and seated. 
When the drawspan is lowered and 
locked in the closed to navigation posi-
tion, the remote bridge operator peri-
odically broadcasts, via marine radio, 
that: ‘‘The drawspan of the EJ&E Rail-
road bridge is closed to navigation.’’ 

(9) Failure of the radar system, radio 
telephone system, infrared boat detec-
tors or electronic motion sensors shall 
prevent lowering the drawspan from 
the remote location. 

(10) when rail traffic has cleared the 
bridge, the remote bridge operator 
shall raise the drawspan to the fully 
open to navigation position. When the 
drawspan is raised and in the fully 
open to navigation position, the re-
mote bridge operator broadcasts, at 
least twice, via marine radio, that: 
‘‘The drawspan of the EJ&E Railroad 
bridge is open to navigation.’’ The cen-
ter drawspan navigation lights change 
from red to green when the drawspan is 
fully open to navigation. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by CGD02 93–036, 59 FR 33677, June 
30, 1994; USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35527, June 30, 
1998; USCG–1999–5832, 64 FR 34712, June 29, 
1999; CGD08–99–014, 64 FR 61520, Nov. 12, 1999] 

INDIANA 

§ 117.401 Trail Creek. 
(a) The draw of the Franklin Street 

bridge, mile 0.5 at Michigan City, shall 
be operated as follows: 

(1) From March 16 through November 
30, the draw shall open on signal; ex-
cept from 6:15 a.m. to 11:15 p.m., Mon-
day through Sunday, the draw need 
open only from three minutes before to 
three minutes after the quarter-hour 
and three-quarter hour. 

(2) From December 1 through March 
15, the draw shall open on signal if at 
least 12-hours advance notice is pro-
vided prior to intended time of passage. 

(b) The draw of the Amtrak bridge, 
mile 0.9 at Michigan City, shall open on 
signal; except, from December 1 
through March 15, the bridge shall open 
on signal if at least 12-hours advance 
notice is provided prior to intended 
time of passage. 

(c) Public vessels of the United 
States, state or local vessels used for 
public safety, vessels in distress, and 
vessels seeking shelter from severe 
weather shall be passed through the 
draws of each bridge as soon as pos-
sible. 

[CGD09–01–001, 66 FR 27867, May 21, 2001] 

§ 117.403 Wabash River. 

See § 117.397, Wabash River, listed 
under Illinois. 

[CGD 92–015, 57 FR 37880, Aug. 21, 1992] 

IOWA 

§ 117.407 Missouri River. 

See § 117.411, Missouri River, listed 
under Kansas. 

[CGD 92–015, 57 FR 37880, Aug. 21, 1992] 

KANSAS 

§ 117.411 Missouri River. 

(a) The draws of the bridges across 
the Missouri River from the mouth to 
Sioux City, Iowa, shall open on signal; 
except during the winter season be-
tween the date of closure and date of 
opening of the commercial navigation 
season as published by the Army Corps 
of Engineers, the draw need not open 
unless at least 24 hours advance notice 
is given. 

(b) The lift span of the A-S-B high-
way and railroad bridge, Mile 365.6, be-
tween Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas 
City, Missouri, is operated from a re-
mote location. Radiotelephone contact 
may be established with the remotely 
located bridge/train controller to re-
quest bridge openings. The bridge is 
also equipped with a directional micro-
phone and horn to receive and deliver 
signals to vessels not equipped with a 
radiotelephone. Closed circuit TV cam-
eras located at the bridge enable the 
remotely located bridge/train con-
troller to view both river traffic and 
the bridge itself. 

(1) When an approaching vessel re-
quires a bridge opening, contact shall 
be established with the bridge/train 
controller by radiotelephone or appro-
priate signals prescribed in § 117.15. 

(2) The bridge/train controller will 
confirm by radiotelephone or sound 
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