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§1180.3

(3) Exhibits them to the general pub-
lic on a regular basis.

(i) An institution which exhibits ob-
jects to the general public for at least
120 days a year shall be deemed to meet
this requirement.

(ii) An institution which exhibits ob-
jects by appointment may meet this re-
quirement if it can establish, in light
of the facts under all the relevant cir-
cumstances, that this method of exhi-
bition does not unreasonably restrict
the accessibility of the institution’s ex-
hibits to the general public.

(b) Museums include, but are not lim-
ited to, the following types of institu-
tions, if they otherwise satisfy the pro-
vision of this section:

(1) Aquariums;

(2) Arboretums;

(3) Botanical gardens;

(4) Art museums;

(5) Children’s museums;

(6) General museums;

(7) Historic houses and sites;

(8) History museums;

(9) Nature centers;

(10) Natural history and anthro-
pology museums;

(11) Planetariums;

(12) Science and technology centers;

(13) Specialized museums; and

(14) Zoological parks.

(c) For the purposes of this section,
an institution uses a professional staff
if it employs at least one staff member,
or the fulltime equivalent, whether
paid or unpaid primarily engaged in
the acquisition, care, or exhibition to
the public of objects owned or used by
the institution.

(d)(1) Except as set forth in para-
graph (d)(2) of this section, an institu-
tion exhibits objects to the general
public for the purposes of this section
if such exhibition is a primary purpose
of the institution.

(2) An institution which does not
have as a primary purpose the exhi-
bition of objects to the general public
but which can demonstrate that it ex-
hibits objects to the general public on
a regular basis as a significant, sepa-
rate, distinct, and continuing portion
of its activities, and that it otherwise
meets the requirements of this section,
may be determined to be a museum
under this section. In order to establish
its eligibility, such an institution must
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provide information regarding the fol-
lowing:

(i) The number of staff members de-
voted to museum functions as de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section.

(ii) The period of time that such mu-
seum functions have been carried out
by the institution over the course of
the institution’s history.

(iii) Appropriate financial informa-
tion for such functions presented sepa-
rately from the financial information
of the institution as a whole.

(iv) The percentage of the institu-
tion’s total space devoted to such mu-
seum functions.

(v) Such other information as the Di-
rector requests.

(3) The Director uses the information
furnished under paragraph (d)(2) of this
section in making a determination re-
garding the eligibility of such an insti-
tution under this section.

(e) For the purpose of this section, an
institution exhibits objects to the pub-
lic if it exhibits the objects through fa-
cilities which it owns or operates.

§1180.3 Other definitions.

The following other definitions apply
in this part:

Act means The museum and Library
Services Act, Pub. L. 104-208 (20 U.S.C.
9101-9176), as amended.

Board means the National Museum
and Services Board established by The
Museum and Library Services Act of
2003, Pub. L. 108-81 (20 U.S.C. 9105a).

Collection includes objects owned,
used or loaned by a museum as well as
those literary, archival and documen-
tary resources specifically required for
the study and interpretation of these
objects.

Director means the Director of the In-
stitute of Museum and Library Serv-
ices.

Foundation means the National Foun-
dation on the Arts and the Humanities.

Grantee means the recipient of a
grant under the Act.

Institute or IMLS means the Institute
of Museum and Library Services estab-
lished under Section 203 of the Act.

Museum services means services pro-
vided by a museum, primarily exhib-
iting objects to the general public, and
including but not limited to preserving
and maintaining its collections, and
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National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities

providing educational and other pro-
grams to the public through the use of
its collections and other resources.

§1180.4 Museum eligibility and burden
of proof—Who may apply.

(a) A museum located in any of the 50
States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the United States Vir-
gin lIslands, Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana lIslands, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Federal States of
Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau
may apply for a grant under the Act.

(b) A public or private nonprofit
agency which is responsible for the op-
eration of a museum may, if necessary,
apply on behalf of the museum.

(c) A museum operated by a depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment is not eligible to apply.

(d) An applicant has the burden of es-
tablishing that it is eligible for assist-
ance under these regulations.

§1180.5

(a) If two or more institutions are
under the common control of one agen-
cy or institution or are otherwise orga-
nizationally related and apply for as-
sistance under the Act, the Director
determines under all the relevant cir-
cumstances whether they are separate
museums for the purpose of estab-
lishing eligibility for assistance under
these regulations. See §1180.4.

(b) IMLS regards the following fac-
tors, among others, as showing that a
related institution is a separate mu-
seum:

(1) The institution has its own gov-
erning body;

(2) The institution has budgetary au-
tonomy; and

(3) The institution has administra-
tive autonomy.

Related Institutions.

§1180.6 Basic materials which an ap-
plicant must submit to be consid-
ered for funding.

(a) Application. To apply for a grant,
an applicant must submit the des-
ignated application form containing all
information requested. Failure to sub-
mit information required by the appli-
cation at the time of filing can subject
an applicant to rejection of the appli-

§1180.32

cation without consideration on its
merits.

(b) IRS letter. An applicant applying
as a private, nonprofit institution must
submit a copy of the letter from the In-
ternal Revenue Service indicating the
applicant’s eligibility for nonprofit sta-
tus under the applicable provision of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as
amended.

Subpart B—General Application,
Selection and Award Proce-
dures Applications

APPLICATIONS

§1180.30 Publication of application
notices; content of notices.

Each fiscal year the Director pub-
lishes application notices that explain
what kind of assistance is available
that fiscal year under the Act.

[48 FR 27728, June 17, 1983, as amended at 71
FR 6372, Feb. 8, 2006]

§1180.31 Information
notices.

Application
clude:

(a) How an applicant can get an ap-
plication packet containing detailed
information about the program includ-
ing an application form;

(b) Where an applicant must send its
application;

(c) The amount of funds for which an
applicant may apply;

(d) Any priorities established by the
Institute for that year; and

(e) A reference to the applicable reg-
ulations.

[71 FR 6372, Feb. 8, 2006]

in application

notices generally in-

§1180.32 Deadline date for applica-
tions.

(a) The application notice sets the
deadline date for applications to be
postmarked or hand delivered to the
Institute. The applicant shall:

(1) Mail the application to the ad-
dress specified in the application no-
tice on or before the deadline date; or

(2) Hand deliver the application to
the address specified in the application
notice by 4:30 p.m. (Washington, DC
time) on deadline date.
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