
49 

Federal Election Commission § 100.5 

(d) Runoff election. Runoff election 
means the election which meets either 
of the following conditions: 

(1) The election held after a primary 
election, and prescribed by applicable 
State law as the means for deciding 
which candidate(s) should be certified 
as a nominee for the Federal office 
sought, is a runoff election. 

(2) The election held after a general 
election and prescribed by applicable 
State law as the means for deciding 
which candidate should be certified as 
an officeholder elect, is a runoff elec-
tion. 

(e) Caucus or Convention. A caucus or 
convention of a political party is an 
election if the caucus or convention 
has the authority to select a nominee 
for federal office on behalf of that 
party. 

(f) Special election. Special election 
means an election which is held to fill 
a vacancy in a Federal office. A special 
election may be a primary, general, or 
runoff election, as defined at 11 CFR 
100.2 (b), (c) and (d). 

§ 100.3 Candidate (2 U.S.C. 431(2)). 
(a) Definition. Candidate means an in-

dividual who seeks nomination for 
election, or election, to federal office. 
An individual becomes a candidate for 
Federal office whenever any of the fol-
lowing events occur: 

(1) The individual has received con-
tributions aggregating in excess of 
$5,000 or made expenditures aggre-
gating in excess of $5,000. 

(2) The individual has given his or 
her consent to another person to re-
ceive contributions or make expendi-
tures on behalf of that individual and 
such person has received contributions 
aggregating in excess of $5,000 or made 
expenditures aggregating in excess of 
$5,000. 

(3) After written notification by the 
Commission that any other person has 
received contributions aggregating in 
excess of $5,000 or made expenditures 
aggregating in excess of $5,000 on the 
individual’s behalf, the individual fails 
to disavow such activity by letter to 
the Commission within 30 days of re-
ceipt of the notification. 

(4) The aggregate of contributions re-
ceived under 11 CFR 100.3(a) (1), (2), and 
(3), in any combination thereof, ex-

ceeds $5,000, or the aggregate of ex-
penditures made under 11 CFR 100.3(a) 
(1), (2), and (3), in any combination 
thereof, exceeds $5,000. 

(b) Election cycle. For purposes of de-
termining whether an individual is a 
candidate under this section, contribu-
tions or expenditures shall be aggre-
gated on an election cycle basis. An 
election cycle shall begin on the first 
day following the date of the previous 
general election for the office or seat 
which the candidate seeks, unless con-
tributions or expenditures are des-
ignated for another election cycle. For 
an individual who receives contribu-
tions or makes expenditures designated 
for another election cycle, the election 
cycle shall begin at the time such indi-
vidual, or any other person acting on 
the individual’s behalf, first receives 
contributions or makes expenditures in 
connection with the designated elec-
tion. The election cycle shall end on 
the date on which the general election 
for the office or seat that the indi-
vidual seeks is held. 

§ 100.4 Federal office (2 U.S.C. 431(3)). 

Federal office means the office of 
President or Vice President of the 
United States, Senator or Representa-
tive in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress of the 
United States. 

§ 100.5 Political committee (2 U.S.C. 
431 (4), (5), (6)). 

Political committee means any group 
meeting one of the following condi-
tions: 

(a) Except as provided in 11 CFR 100.5 
(b), (c) and (d), any committee, club, 
association, or other group of persons 
which receives contributions aggre-
gating in excess of $1,000 or which 
makes expenditures aggregating in ex-
cess of $1,000 during a calendar year is 
a political committee. 

(b) Any separate segregated fund es-
tablished under 2 U.S.C. 441b(b)(2)(C) is 
a political committee. 

(c) Any local committee of a political 
party is a political committee if: it re-
ceives contributions aggregating in ex-
cess of $5,000 during a calendar year; it 
makes payments exempted from the 
definition of contribution, under 11 
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CFR 100.80, 100.87, and 100.89 and ex-
penditure, under 11 CFR 100.140, 100.147, 
and 100.149, which payments aggregate 
in excess of $5,000 during a calendar 
year; or it makes contributions aggre-
gating in excess of $1,000 or makes ex-
penditures aggregating in excess of 
$1,000 during a calendar year. 

(d) An individual’s principal cam-
paign committee or authorized com-
mittee(s) becomes a political com-
mittee(s) when that individual becomes 
a candidate pursuant to 11 CFR 100.3. 

(e) The following are examples of po-
litical committees: 

(1) Principal campaign committee. Prin-
cipal campaign committee means a polit-
ical committee designated and author-
ized by a candidate pursuant to 11 CFR 
101.1 and 102.1. 

(2) Single candidate committee. Single 
candidate committee means a political 
committee other than a principal cam-
paign committee which makes or re-
ceives contributions or makes expendi-
tures on behalf of only one candidate. 

(3) Multi-candidate committee. Multi- 
candidate committee means a political 
committee which (i) has been reg-
istered with the Commission or Sec-
retary of the Senate for at least 6 
months; (ii) has received contributions 
for Federal elections from more than 50 
persons; and (iii) (except for any State 
political party organization) has made 
contributions to 5 or more Federal can-
didates. 

(4) Party committee. Party committee 
means a political committee which 
represents a political party and is part 
of the official party structure at the 
national, State, or local level. 

(5) Delegate committee. A delegate 
committee is a group of persons that 
receives contributions or makes ex-
penditures for the sole purpose of influ-
encing the selection of one or more del-
egates to a national nominating con-
vention. The term delegate committee in-
cludes a group of delegates, a group of 
individuals seeking selection as dele-
gates and a group of individuals sup-
porting delegates. A delegate com-
mittee that qualifies as a political 
committee under 11 CFR 100.5 must 
register with the Commission pursuant 
to 11 CFR part 102 and report its re-
ceipts and disbursements in accordance 

with 11 CFR part 104. (See definition of 
delegate at 11 CFR 110.14(b)(1).) 

(f) A political committee is either an 
authorized committee or an unauthor-
ized committee. 

(1) Authorized committee. An author-
ized committee means the principal cam-
paign committee or any other political 
committee authorized by a candidate 
under 11 CFR 102.13 to receive contribu-
tions or make expenditures on behalf of 
such candidate, or which has not been 
disavowed pursuant to 11 CFR 
100.3(a)(3). 

(2) Unauthorized committee. An unau-
thorized committee is a political com-
mittee which has not been authorized 
in writing by a candidate to solicit or 
receive contributions or make expendi-
tures on behalf of such candidate, or 
which has been disavowed pursuant to 
11 CFR 100.3(a)(3). 

(g) Affiliated committee. (1) All author-
ized committees of the same candidate 
for the same election to Federal office 
are affiliated. 

(2) All committees (including a sepa-
rate segregated fund, see 11 CFR part 
114) established, financed, maintained 
or controlled by the same corporation, 
labor organization, person, or group of 
persons, including any parent, sub-
sidiary, branch, division, department, 
or local unit thereof, are affiliated. 
Local unit may include, in appropriate 
cases, a franchisee, licensee, or State 
or regional association. 

(3) Affiliated committees sharing a 
single contribution limitation under 
paragraph (g)(2) of this section include 
all of the committees established, fi-
nanced, maintained or controlled by— 

(i) A single corporation and/or its 
subsidiaries; 

(ii) A single national or international 
union and/or its local unions or other 
subordinate organizations; 

(iii) An organization of national or 
international unions and/or all its 
State and local central bodies; 

(iv) A membership organization, 
(other than political party committees, 
see 11 CFR 110.3(b)) including trade or 
professional associations, see 11 CFR 
114.8(a), and/or related State and local 
entities of that organization or group; 
or 

(v) The same person or group of per-
sons. 
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(4)(i) The Commission may examine 
the relationship between organizations 
that sponsor committees, between the 
committees themselves, or between 
one sponsoring organization and a com-
mittee established by another organi-
zation to determine whether commit-
tees are affiliated. 

(ii) In determining whether commit-
tees not described in paragraphs (g)(3) 
(i)–(iv) of this section are affiliated, the 
Commission will consider the cir-
cumstantial factors described in para-
graphs (g)(4)(ii) (A) through (J) of this 
section. The Commission will examine 
these factors in the context of the 
overall relationship between commit-
tees or sponsoring organizations to de-
termine whether the presence of any 
factor or factors is evidence of one 
committee or organization having been 
established, financed, maintained or 
controlled by another committee or 
sponsoring organization. Such factors 
include, but are not limited to: 

(A) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion owns controlling interest in the 
voting stock or securities of the spon-
soring organization of another com-
mittee; 

(B) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has the authority or 
ability to direct or participate in the 
governance of another sponsoring orga-
nization or committee through provi-
sions of constitutions, bylaws, con-
tracts, or other rules, or through for-
mal or informal practices or proce-
dures; 

(C) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has the authority or 
ability to hire, appoint, demote or oth-
erwise control the officers, or other de-
cisionmaking employees or members of 
another sponsoring organization or 
committee; 

(D) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has a common or 
overlapping membership with another 
sponsoring organization or committee 
which indicates a formal or ongoing re-
lationship between the sponsoring or-
ganizations or committees; 

(E) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has common or 
overlapping officers or employees with 
another sponsoring organization or 
committee which indicates a formal or 

ongoing relationship between the spon-
soring organizations or committees; 

(F) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee has any members, 
officers or employees who were mem-
bers, officers or employees of another 
sponsoring organization or committee 
which indicates a formal or ongoing re-
lationship between the sponsoring or-
ganizations or committees, or which 
indicates the creation of a successor 
entity; 

(G) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee provides funds or 
goods in a significant amount or on an 
ongoing basis to another sponsoring or-
ganization or committee, such as 
through direct or indirect payments for 
administrative, fundraising, or other 
costs, but not including the transfer to 
a committee of its allocated share of 
proceeds jointly raised pursuant to 11 
CFR 102.17; 

(H) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee causes or arranges 
for funds in a significant amount or on 
an ongoing basis to be provided to an-
other sponsoring organization or com-
mittee, but not including the transfer 
to a committee of its allocated share of 
proceeds jointly raised pursuant to 11 
CFR 102.17; 

(I) Whether a sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee or its agent had an 
active or significant role in the forma-
tion of another sponsoring organiza-
tion or committee; and 

(J) Whether the sponsoring organiza-
tions or committees have similar pat-
terns of contributions or contributors 
which indicates a formal or ongoing re-
lationship between the sponsoring or-
ganizations or committees. 

(5) Notwithstanding paragraphs (g)(2) 
through (g)(4) of this section, no au-
thorized committee shall be deemed af-
filiated with any entity that is not an 
authorized committee. 

[45 FR 15094, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 45 
FR 34867, May 23, 1980; 52 FR 35534, Sept. 22, 
1987; 54 FR 34109, Aug. 17, 1989; 54 FR 48580, 
Nov. 24, 1989; 61 FR 3549, Feb. 1, 1996; 67 FR 
78679, Dec. 26, 2002; 68 FR 67018, Dec. 1, 2003] 

§ 100.6 Connected organization (2 
U.S.C. 431(7)). 

(a) Connected organization means any 
organization which is not a political 
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