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Effective date: The amended standard
shall become effective on April 10, 1985.
As required by section 4(b) of the Flam-
mable Fabrics Act (156 U.S.C. 1193(b)),
mattresses and mattress pads which
are in inventory or with the trade on
the effective date of the amended
standard are exempt from its require-
ments, but must comply with all appli-
cable requirements of the original
standard.

Subpart B—Rules and Regulations

§1632.31 Mattresses/mattress pads—la-
beling, recordkeeping, guaranties
and “one of a kind” exemption.

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of
this section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) Standard for the Flammability of
Mattresses or Standard means the
Standard for the Flammability of Mat-
tresses and Mattress Pads (FF 4-72,
amended), (16 CFR part 1632, subpart
A).
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(2) The definition of terms set forth
in the §1632.1 of the Standard shall also
apply to this section.

(b) Labeling. (1) All mattress pads
which contain a chemical fire retard-
ant shall be labeled with precautionary
instructions to protect the pads from
agents or treatments which are known
to cause deterioration of their flame
resistance. Such labels shall be perma-
nent, prominent, conspicuous, and leg-
ible.

(2) If a mattress pad contains a chem-
ical fire retardant, it shall be promi-
nently, conspicuously, and legibly la-
beled with the letter “T.

(3) Each mattress or mattress pad
subject to the Standard shall bear a
permanent, accessible, and legible label
containing the month and year of man-
ufacture and the location of the manu-
facturer. (See §1632.1(i) of the Amended
Standard.)

(4) The information required on la-
bels by this section shall be set forth
separately from any other information
appearing on such label. Other infor-
mation, representations, or disclosures,
appearing on labels required by this
section or elsewhere on the item, shall
not interfere with, minimize, detract
from, or conflict with the required in-
formation.

(5) No person, other than the ulti-
mate consumer, shall remove or muti-
late, or cause or participate in the re-
moval or mutilation of, any label re-
quired by this section to be affixed to
any item.

(6) Products intended for one time
use (see §1632.5(b)(1)(i)) are not subject
to the requirements of paragraphs (1)
and (2) of this §1632.31(b).

(c) Records—manufacturers, importers,
or persons initially introducing items into
commerce. Every manufacturer, im-
porter, or other person initially intro-
ducing into commerce mattresses or
mattress pads subject to the standard,
irrespective of whether guarantees are
issued relative thereto, shall maintain
the records hereinafter specified.

(1) Manufacturing specifications and
description of each mattress or mat-
tress pad prototype with an assigned
prototype identification number.

(2) Test results and details of each
prototype test performed in accordance
with §1632.4 or §1632.5, including proto-

16 CFR Ch. Il (1-1-08 Edition)

type identification number, ticking
classification if known, test room con-
dition, cigarette locations, number of
relights for each location, whether
each cigarette 1location passed or
failed, name and signature of person
conducting the test and date of test.
These records shall include a certifi-
cation by the person overseeing the
testing as to the test results and that
the test was carried out in accordance
with the Standard.

(3) Photograph (color or black and
white) of the bare surface of each mat-
tress or mattress pad tested, in accord-
ance with §1632.4 or §1632.5, with the
prototype identification number of the
mattress or mattress pad and a clear
designation as to which part of the
mattress or mattress pad was sheeted
and which part was tested bare.

(4) Records to support any deter-
mination that a particular material,
other than the ticking or tape edge ma-
terial used in a mattress or mattress
pad prototype, did not influence the ig-
nition resistance of the prototype and
could be substituted by another mate-
rial. Such record should include photo-
graphs or physical specimens.

(5) Manufacturing specifications and
description of any new ticking or tape
edge material substituted in accord-
ance with §1632.6 or §1632.7, with the
identification number of the prototype
involved.

(6) The test results and details of any
ticking classification test conducted in
accordance with §1632.6, including the
ticking classification (A, B, or C), the
test room condition, the number of re-
lights, whether each cigarette location
passed or failed, the name and signa-
ture of the person conducting the test
and the date of the test, or a certifi-
cation from the ticking supplier. The
certification should state the ticking
classification and that the ticking was
tested in accordance with §1632.6.

(7) The test results and details of any
test of tape edge materials conducted
in accordance with §1632.7, including
prototype identification number, test
room condition, number of relights,
whether each cigarette passed or failed,
name and signature of person con-
ducting the test and date of test. The
record shall include a certification by
the person overseeing the testing as to
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the test results and that the test was
carried out in accordance with §1632.7.

(8) Photograph (color or black and
white) of the bare surface of each mat-
tress or mattress pad tested in accord-
ance with §1632.7, with the prototype
identification number of the mattress
or mattress pad and a clear designation
as to which part of the mattress or
mattress pad was sheeted and which
part was tested bare.

(9) Details of any approved alternate
laundering procedure used in laun-
dering mattress pads required by the
Standard to be laundered during test-
ing.

(10) Identification, composition, and
details of the application of any flame
retardant treatments employed rel-
ative to mattress pads or mattress pad
components.

(11) Disposition of all failing or re-
jected prototype mattress or mattress
pads. Such records must demonstrate
that the items were retested and re-
worked in accordance with the Stand-
ard prior to sale or distribution and
that such retested or reworked mat-
tresses or mattress pads comply with
the Standard, or must otherwise show
the disposition of such items.

(12) The records required by this
paragraph shall be maintained for as
long as the prototype is in production,
the ticking is being used on the mat-
tresses or mattress pad prototype, and/
or the tape edge material is being used
on the mattress or mattress pad proto-
type, and shall be retained for 3 years
thereafter.

(d) Tests for guaranty purposes. Rea-
sonable and representative tests for the
purpose of issuing a guaranty under
section 8 of the Act for mattress or
mattress pads subject to the Standard
shall be those prototype and substi-
tution tests performed, pursuant to the
requirements of the Standard.

(e) Compliance with this section. No
person subject to the Flammable Fab-
rics Act shall manufacture for sale, im-
port, distribute, or otherwise market
or handle any mattress or mattress pad
which is not in compliance with
§1632.31.

(f) “One of a kind’’ exemption for phy-
sician prescribed mattresses and matiress
pads. (1) A mattress or mattress pad
manufactured in accordance with a

§1632.31

physician’s written prescription or
manufactured in accordance with other
comparable written medical thera-
peutic specification, to be used in con-
nection with the treatment or manage-
ment of a named individual’s physical
illiness or injury, shall be considered a
“one of a kind mattress” and shall be
exempt from testing under the Stand-
ard pursuant to §1632.2(b)(4) thereof:
Provided, that the mattress bears a
permanent, conspicuous and legible
label which states:

WARNING: This mattress or mattress pad

may be subject to ignition and hazardous
smoldering from cigarettes. It was manufac-
tured in accordance with a physician’s pre-
scription and has not been tested under the
Federal Standard for the Flammability of
Mattresses (FF 4-72).
Such labeling must be attached to the
mattress or mattress pad so as to re-
main on or affixed thereto for the use-
ful life of the mattress or mattress pad.
The label must be at least 40 square
inches (250 sq. cm) with no linear di-
mension less than 5 inches (12.5 cm).
The letters in the word “WARNING”
shall be no less than 0.5 inch (1.27 cm)
in height and all letters on the label
shall be in a color which contrasts with
the background of the label. The warn-
ing statement which appears on the
label must also be conspicuously dis-
played on the invoice or other sales pa-
pers that accompany the mattress in
commerce from the manufacturer to
the final point of sale to a consumer.

(2) The manfacturer of a mattress or
mattress pad exempted from testing
under this paragraph shall, in lieu of
the records required to be kept by
paragraph (c) of this section, retain a
copy of the written prescription or
other comparable written medical
therapeutic specification for such mat-
tress or mattress pad during a period of
three years, measured from the date of
manufacture.

(3) For purposes of this regulation
the term physician shall mean a physi-
cian, chiropractor or osteopath Ii-
censed or otherwise permitted to prac-
tice by any State of the United States.
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