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§658.13

(2) The justification accompanying a
request shall be based on the following:

(i) Analysis of evidence of safety
problems supporting the deletion or re-
striction as identified in §658.11(c).

(ii) Analysis of the impact on inter-
state commerce.

(iii) Analysis and recommendation of
any alternative routes that can safely
accommodate commercial motor vehi-
cles of the dimensions and configura-
tions described in §§658.13 and 658.15
and serve the area in which such seg-
ment is located.

(iv) Evidence of consultation with
the local governments in which the
segment is located as well as the Gov-
ernor or the Governor’s authorized rep-
resentative of any adjacent State that
might be directly affected by such a de-
letion or restriction.

(3) Actions to ban all commercial ve-
hicles on portions of the Interstate
System not excepted under §658.11(f)
are considered deletions subject to the
requirements of subsection (d) of this
section.

(4) Reasonable restrictions on the use
of Interstate routes on the National
Network by STAA-authorized vehicles
related to specific travel lanes of
multi-lane facilities, construction
zones, adverse weather conditions or
structural or clearance deficiencies are
not subject to the requirements of
paragraph (d) of this section.

(5) Proposed deletions or restrictions
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER as an NPRM, except in the case
of an emergency deletion as prescribed
in §658.11(e). The FHWA will consider
the factors set out in paragraph (d)(2)
of this section and the comments of in-
terested parties. Any approval of dele-
tion or restriction will be published as
a final rule. A deletion of or restriction
on a segment for reasons ascribable to
dimensions of commercial motor vehi-
cles described in either §658.13 or
§6568.15 shall result in a deletion or re-
striction for the purposes of both
§§658.13 and 658.15.

(e) Emergency deletions. FHWA has
the authority to delete any route from
the National Network, on an emer-
gency basis, for safety considerations.
Emergency deletions are not consid-
ered final, and will be published in the
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FEDERAL REGISTER for notice and com-
ment.

(f) Exceptions. Those portions of the
Interstate System which were open to
traffic and on which all commercial
motor vehicles were banned on Janu-
ary 6, 1983, are not included in the Na-
tional Network.

(g8) Restrictions—Federal-aid primary—
other than interstate. (1) Reasonable re-
strictions on the use of non-Interstate
Federal-aid Primary routes on the Na-
tional Network by STAA-authorized
vehicles may be imposed during certain
peak hours of travel or on specific trav-
el lanes of multi-lane facilities. Re-
strictions related to construction
zones, seasonal operation, adverse
weather conditions or structural or
clearance deficiencies may be imposed.

(2) All restrictions on the use of the
National Network based on hours of
use by vehicles authorized by the
STAA require prior FHWA approval.
Requests for such restrictions on the
National Network shall be submitted
in writing to the appropriate FHWA
Division Office. Approval of requests
for restrictions will be contingent on
the ability to justify significant nega-
tive impact on safety, the environment
and/or operational efficiency.

[49 FR 23315, June 5, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 12148, Apr. 13, 1988]

§658.13 Length.

(a) The length provisions of the
STAA apply only to the following
types of vehicle combinations:

(1) Truck tractor-semitrailer

(2) Truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer.

The length provisions apply only when
these combinations are in use on the
National Network or in transit be-
tween these highways and terminals or
service locations pursuant to §658.19.

(b) The length provisions referred to
in paragraph (a) of this section include
the following:

(1) No State shall impose a length
limitation of less than 48 feet on a
semitrailer operating in a truck trac-
tor-semitrailer combination.

(2) No State shall impose a length
limitation of less than 28 feet on any
semitrailer or trailer operating in a
truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer com-
bination.
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(3) No State shall impose an overall
length limitation on commercial vehi-
cles operating in truck tractor-
semitrailer or truck tractor-
semitrailer-trailer combinations.

(4) No State shall prohibit commer-
cial motor vehicles operating in truck
tractor-semitrailer-trailer combina-
tions.

(5) No State shall prohibit the oper-
ation of semitrailers or trailers which
are 28% feet long when operating in a
truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer com-
bination if such a trailer or semitrailer
was in actual and lawful operation on
December 1, 1982, and such combination
had an overall length not exceeding 65
feet.

(c) State maximum length limits for
semitrailers operating in a truck trac-
tor-semitrailer combination and
semitrailers and trailers operating in a
truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer com-
bination are subject to the following:

(1) No State shall prohibit the use of
trailers or semitrailers of such dimen-
sions as those that were in actual and
lawful use in such State on December
1, 1982, as set out in appendix B of this
part.

(2) If on December 1, 1982, State
length limitations on a semitrailer
were described in terms of the distance
from the Kkingpin to rearmost axle, or
end of semitrailer, the operation of any
semitrailer that complies with that
limitation must be allowed.

(d) No State shall impose a limit of
less than 45 feet on the length of any
bus on the NN.

(e) Specialized equipment—(1) Auto-
mobile transporters. (i) Automobile
transporters are considered to be spe-
cialized equipment. As provided in
§6568.5, automobile transporters may
carry vehicles on the power unit behind
the cab and on an over-cab rack. No
State shall impose an overall length
limitation of less than 65 feet on tradi-
tional automobile transporters (5th
wheel located on tractor frame over
rear axle(s)), including ‘‘low boys,” or
less than 75 feet on stinger-steered
automobile transporters. Paragraph (c)
requires the States to allow operation
of vehicles with the dimensions that
were legal in the State on December 1,
1982.

§658.13

(ii) All length provisions regarding
automobile transporters are exclusive
of front and rear cargo overhang. No
State shall impose a front overhang
limitation of less than 3 feet or a rear
overhang limitation of less than 4 feet.
Extendable ramps or ‘‘flippers” on
automobile transporters that are used
to achieve the allowable 3-foot front
and 4-foot rear cargo overhangs are ex-
cluded from the measurement of vehi-
cle length, but must be retracted when
not supporting vehicles.

(iii) Drive-away saddlemount vehicle
transporter combinations are consid-
ered to be specialized equipment. No
State shall impose an overall length
limit of less or more than 97 feet on
such combinations. This provision ap-
plies to drive-away saddlemount com-
binations with up to three
saddlemounted vehicles. Such com-
binations may include one fullmount.
Saddlemount combinations must also
comply with the applicable motor car-
rier safety regulations at 49 CFR parts
390-399.

(2) Boat transporters. (i) Boat trans-
porters are considered to be specialized
equipment. As provided for automobile
transporters in §658.5, boat trans-
porters may carry boats on the power
unit so long as the length and width re-
strictions of the vehicles and load are
not exceeded. No State shall impose an
overall length limitation of less than 65
feet on traditional boat transporters
(fifth wheel located on tractor frame
over rear axle(s), including ‘‘low boys,”’
or less than 75 feet on stinger-steered
boat transporters. In addition, no State
shall impose an overall length limita-
tion of less than 65 feet on truck-trail-
er boat transporters. Paragraph (c) of
this section requires the States to
allow operation of vehicles with the di-
mensions that were legal in the State
on December 1, 1982.

(ii) All length provisions regarding
boat transporters are exclusive of front
and rear overhang. Further, no State
shall impose a front overhang limita-
tion of less than three (3) feet nor a
rearmost overhang limitation of less
than four (4) feet.

(3) Truck-tractor semitrailer-semitrailer.
i) Truck-tractor semitrailer-
semitrailer combination vehicles are
considered to be specialized equipment.
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No State shall impose a length limita-
tion of less than 28 feet on any
semitrailer or 28% feet if the
semitrailer was in legal operation on
December 1, 1982, operating in a truck-
tractor semitrailer-semitrailer com-
bination. No State shall impose an
overall length limitation on a truck-
tractor semitrailer-semitrailer com-
bination when each semitrailer length
is 28 feet, or 28 feet if grandfathered.

(ii) The B-train assembly is excluded
from the measurement of trailer length
when used between the first and second
trailer of a truck-tractor semitrailer-
semitrailer combination vehicle. How-
ever, when there is no semitrailer
mounted to the B-train assembly, it
will be included in the length measure-
ment of the semitrailer, the length
limitation in this case being 48 feet, or
longer if grandfathered.

(4) Maxi-cube vehicle. No State shall
impose a length limit on a maxi-cube
vehicle, as defined in §658.5 of this part,
of less than 34 feet on either cargo box,
excluding drawbar or hitching device;
60 feet on the distance from the front
of the first to the rear of the second
cargo box, including the space between
the cargo boxes; or 65 feet on the over-
all length of the combination, includ-
ing the space between the cargo boxes.
The measurement for compliance with
the 60- and 65-foot distance shall in-
clude the actual distance between
cargo boxes, measured along the cen-
terline of the drawbar or hitching de-
vice. For maxi-cubes with an adjust-
able length drawbar or hitching device,
the 60- and 65-foot distances shall be
measured with a drawbar spacing of
not more than 27 inches. The drawbar
may be temporarily extended beyond
that distance to maneuver or load the
vehicle.

(5) Beverage semitrailer. (i) A beverage
semitrailer is specialized equipment if
it has an upper coupler plate that ex-
tends beyond the front of the
semitrailer, but not beyond its swing
radius, as measured from the center
line of the kingpin to a front corner of
the semitrailer, which cannot be used
for carrying cargo other than the
structure of the semitrailer, and with
the center line of the kingpin not more
than 28 feet from the rear of the
semitrailer (exclusive of rear-mounted
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devices not measured in determining
semitrailer length). No State shall im-
pose an overall length limit on such ve-
hicles when operating in a truck trac-
tor-beverage semitrailer or truck trac-
tor-beverage semitrailer-beverage
trailer combination on the NN.

(ii) The beverage trailer referred to
in paragraph (e)(5)(i) of this section
means a beverage semitrailer and con-
verter dolly. Converter dolly has the
same meaning as in 49 CFR 393.5.

(iii) Truck tractor-beverage
semitrailer combinations shall have
the same access to points of loading
and unloading as 28-foot semitrailers
(28.5-foot where allowed by §658.13) in
23 CFR 658.19.

(6) Munitions carriers using dromedary
equipment. A truck tractor equipped
with a dromedary unit operating in
combination with a semitrailer is con-
sidered to be specialized equipment,
providing the combination is trans-
porting Class 1 explosives and/or any
munitions related security material as
specified by the U.S. Department of De-
fense in compliance with 49 CFR
177.835. No State shall impose an over-
all length limitation of less than 75
feet on the combination while in oper-
ation.

(f) A truck tractor containing a
dromedary box, deck, or plate in legal
operation on December 1, 1982, shall be
permitted to continue to operate, not-
withstanding its cargo carrying capac-
ity, throughout its useful life. Proof of
such legal operation on December 1,
1982, shall rest upon the operator of the
equipment.

(g) No State shall impose a limita-
tion of less than 46 feet on the distance
from the kingpin to the center of the
rear axle on trailers or semitrailers
used exclusively or primarily to trans-
port vehicles in connection with mo-
torsports competition events.
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(h) Truck-tractors, pulling 2 trailers
or semitrailers, used to transport cus-
tom harvester equipment during har-
vest months within the State of Ne-
braska may not exceed 81 feet 6 inches.

[49 FR 23315, June 5, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 2597, 2599, Jan. 29, 1988; 53 FR 25485, July
7, 1988; 53 FR 48636, Dec. 2, 1988; 56 FR 4998,
Feb. 13, 1990; 55 FR 32399, Aug. 9, 1990; 59 FR
30419, June 13, 1994; 62 FR 10181, Mar. 5, 1997;
63 FR 70653, Dec. 22, 1998; 67 FR 15109, Mar. 29,
2002; 68 FR 37968, June 26, 2003; 72 FR 7748,
Feb. 20, 2007]

§658.15 Width.

(a) No State shall impose a width
limitation of more or less than 102
inches, or its approximate metric
equivalent, 2.6 meters (102.36 inches) on
a vehicle operating on the National
Network, except for the State of Ha-
waii, which is allowed to keep the
State’s 108-inch width maximum by
virtue of section 416(a) of the STAA.

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of
this section do not apply to special mo-
bile equipment as defined in §658.5.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of
this section or any other provision of
law, a State may grant special use per-
mits to motor vehicles, including man-
ufactured housing, that exceed 102
inches in width.

[49 FR 23315, June 5, 1984, as amended at 59
FR 30419, June 13, 1994; 67 FR 15110, Mar. 29,
2002; 72 FR 7748, Feb. 20, 2007]

§658.16 Exclusions from length and
width determinations.

(a) Vehicle components not excluded
by law or regulation shall be included
in the measurement of the length and
width of commercial motor vehicles.

(b) The following shall be excluded
from either the measured length or
width of commercial motor vehicles, as
applicable:

(1) Rear view mirrors, turn signal
lamps, handholds for cab entry/egress,
splash and spray suppressant devices,
load induced tire bulge;

(2) All non-property-carrying devices,
or components thereof—

(i) At the front of a semitrailer or
trailer, or

(ii) That do not extend more than 3
inches beyond each side or the rear of
the vehicle, or

§658.17

(iii) That do not extend more than 24
inches beyond the rear of the vehicle
and are needed for loading or unload-
ing, or

(vi) Listed in appendix D to this part;

(3) Resilient bumpers that do not ex-
tend more than 6 inches beyond the
front or rear of the vehicle;

(4) Aerodynamic devices that extend
a maximum of 5 feet beyond the rear of
the vehicle, provided such devices have
neither the strength, rigidity nor mass
to damage a vehicle, or injure a pas-
senger in a vehicle, that strikes a trail-
er so equipped from the rear, and pro-
vided also that they do not obscure tail
lamps, turn signals, marker lamps,
identification lamps, or any other re-
quired safety devices, such as haz-
ardous materials placards or con-
spicuity markings; and

(5) A fixed step up to 3 inches deep at
the front of an existing automobile
transporter until April 29, 2005. It will
be the responsibility of the operator of
the unit to prove that the step existed
prior to April 29, 2002. Such proof can
be in the form of a work order for
equipment modification, a receipt for
purchase and installation of the piece,
or any similar type of documentation.
However, after April 29, 2005, the step
shall no longer be excluded from a ve-
hicle’s length.

(c) Each exclusion allowance is spe-
cific and may not be combined with
other excluded devices.

(d) Measurements are to be made
from a point on one side or end of a
commercial motor vehicle to the same
point on the opposite side or end of the
vehicle.

[67 FR 15110, Mar. 29, 2002]

§658.17 Weight.

(a) The provisions of the section are
applicable to the National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways and
reasonable access thereto.

(b) The maximum gross vehicle
weight shall be 80,000 pounds except
where lower gross vehicle weight is dic-
tated by the bridge formula.

(¢c) The maximum gross weight upon
any one axle, including any one axle of
a group of axles, or a vehicle is 20,000
pounds.

(d) The maximum gross weight on
tandem axles is 34,000 pounds.
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