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Environmental Protection Agency § 60.484a 

to comply with an allowable percent-
age of valves leaking: 

(1) An owner or operator must notify 
the Administrator that the owner or 
operator has elected to comply with 
the allowable percentage of valves 
leaking before implementing this alter-
native standard, as specified in 
§ 60.487a(d). 

(2) A performance test as specified in 
paragraph (c) of this section shall be 
conducted initially upon designation, 
annually, and at other times requested 
by the Administrator. 

(3) If a valve leak is detected, it shall 
be repaired in accordance with § 60.482– 
7a(d) and (e). 

(c) Performance tests shall be con-
ducted in the following manner: 

(1) All valves in gas/vapor and light 
liquid service within the affected facil-
ity shall be monitored within 1 week 
by the methods specified in § 60.485a(b). 

(2) If an instrument reading of 500 
ppm or greater is measured, a leak is 
detected.

(3) The leak percentage shall be de-
termined by dividing the number of 
valves for which leaks are detected by 
the number of valves in gas/vapor and 
light liquid service within the affected 
facility.

(d) Owners and operators who elect to 
comply with this alternative standard 
shall not have an affected facility with 
a leak percentage greater than 2.0 per-
cent, determined as described in 
§ 60.485a(h). 

§ 60.483–2a Alternative standards for 
valves—skip period leak detection 
and repair. 

(a)(1) An owner or operator may elect 
to comply with one of the alternative 
work practices specified in paragraphs 
(b)(2) and (3) of this section. 

(2) An owner or operator must notify 
the Administrator before imple-
menting one of the alternative work 
practices, as specified in § 60.487(d)a. 

(b)(1) An owner or operator shall 
comply initially with the requirements 
for valves in gas/vapor service and 
valves in light liquid service, as de-
scribed in § 60.482–7a. 

(2) After 2 consecutive quarterly leak 
detection periods with the percent of 
valves leaking equal to or less than 2.0, 
an owner or operator may begin to skip 

1 of the quarterly leak detection peri-
ods for the valves in gas/vapor and 
light liquid service. 

(3) After 5 consecutive quarterly leak 
detection periods with the percent of 
valves leaking equal to or less than 2.0, 
an owner or operator may begin to skip 
3 of the quarterly leak detection peri-
ods for the valves in gas/vapor and 
light liquid service. 

(4) If the percent of valves leaking is 
greater than 2.0, the owner or operator 
shall comply with the requirements as 
described in § 60.482–7a but can again 
elect to use this section. 

(5) The percent of valves leaking 
shall be determined as described in 
§ 60.485a(h). 

(6) An owner or operator must keep a 
record of the percent of valves found 
leaking during each leak detection pe-
riod.

(7) A valve that begins operation in 
gas/vapor service or light liquid service 
after the initial startup date for a proc-
ess unit following one of the alter-
native standards in this section must 
be monitored in accordance with 
§ 60.482–7a(a)(2)(i) or (ii) before the pro-
visions of this section can be applied to 
that valve. 

§ 60.484a Equivalence of means of 
emission limitation. 

(a) Each owner or operator subject to 
the provisions of this subpart may 
apply to the Administrator for deter-
mination of equivalence for any means 
of emission limitation that achieves a 
reduction in emissions of VOC at least 
equivalent to the reduction in emis-
sions of VOC achieved by the controls 
required in this subpart. 

(b) Determination of equivalence to 
the equipment, design, and operational 
requirements of this subpart will be 
evaluated by the following guidelines: 

(1) Each owner or operator applying 
for an equivalence determination shall 
be responsible for collecting and 
verifying test data to demonstrate 
equivalence of means of emission limi-
tation.

(2) The Administrator will compare 
test data for demonstrating equiva-
lence of the means of emission limita-
tion to test data for the equipment, de-
sign, and operational requirements. 
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