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Subpart A—Requirements for
Flood Plain Management
Regulations

§60.1 Purpose of subpart.

(a) The Act provides that flood insur-
ance shall not be sold or renewed under
the program within a community, un-
less the community has adopted ade-
quate flood plain management regula-
tions consistent with Federal criteria.
Responsibility for establishing such
criteria is delegated to the Adminis-
trator.

(b) This subpart sets forth the cri-
teria developed in accordance with the
Act by which the Administrator will
determine the adequacy of a commu-
nity’s flood plain management regula-
tions. These regulations must be le-
gally-enforceable, applied uniformly
throughout the community to all pri-
vately and publicly owned land within

flood-prone, mudslide (i.e., mudflow) or
flood-related erosion areas, and the
community must provide that the reg-
ulations take precedence over any less
restrictive conflicting local laws, ordi-
nances or codes. Except as otherwise
provided in §60.6, the adequacy of such
regulations shall be determined on the
basis of the standards set forth in §60.3
for flood-prone areas, §60.4 for mudslide
areas and §60.5 for flood-related erosion
areas.

(c) Nothing in this subpart shall be
construed as modifying or replacing
the general requirement that all eligi-
ble communities must take into ac-
count flood, mudslide (i.e., mudflow)
and flood-related erosion hazards, to
the extent that they are known, in all
official actions relating to land man-
agement and use.

(d) The criteria set forth in this sub-
part are minimum standards for the
adoption of flood plain management
regulations by flood-prone, mudslide
(i.e., mudflow)-prone and flood-related
erosion-prone communities. Any com-
munity may exceed the minimum cri-
teria under this part by adopting more
comprehensive flood plain management
regulations utilizing the standards
such as contained in subpart C of this
part. In some instances, community of-
ficials may have access to information
or knowledge of conditions that re-
quire, particularly for human safety,
higher standards than the minimum
criteria set forth in subpart A of this
part. Therefore, any flood plain man-
agement regulations adopted by a
State or a community which are more
restrictive than the criteria set forth
in this part are encouraged and shall
take precedence.

[41 FR 46975, Oct. 26, 1976. Redesignated at 44
FR 31177, May 31, 1979, as amended at 48 FR
44552, Sept. 29, 1983; 49 FR 4751, Feb. 8, 1984]

§60.2 Minimum compliance with flood
plain management criteria.

(a) A flood-prone community apply-
ing for flood insurance eligibility shall
meet the standards of §60.3(a) in order
to become eligible if a FHBM has not
been issued for the community at the
time of application. Thereafter, the
community will be given a period of six
months from the date the Adminis-
trator provides the data set forth in
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