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(3) Plan provisions applicable to indi-
viduals who enroll after the first 90 days
of initial eligibility. (i) A plan contains
the provisions described in this para-
graph (b)(3) if it requires evidence of
good health of any individual who en-
rolls after the first 90 days of initial
eligibility under the plan.

(ii) A plan does not contain the provi-
sions described in this paragraph (b)(3)
if it provides for a longer (or shorter)
period than 90 days. Thus, for example,
a plan requiring evidence of good
health of any individual who enrolls
after the first 120 days of initial eligi-
bility under the plan does not contain
the provisions described in this para-
graph (b)(3).

(c) Examples. The rules of this section
are illustrated by the following exam-
ples:

Example 1. (i) Facts. A church organization
maintains two church plans for entities af-
filiated with the church. One plan is a group
health plan that provides health coverage to
all employees (including ministers and lay
workers) of any affiliated church entity that
has more than 10 employees. The other plan
is Plan O, which is a group health plan that
is not funded through insurance coverage
and that provides health coverage to any em-
ployee (including ministers and lay workers)
of any affiliated church entity that has 10 or
fewer employees and any self-employed indi-
vidual affiliated with the church (including a
self-employed minister of the church). Plan
O requires evidence of good health in order
for any individual of a church entity that
has 10 or fewer employees to be covered and
in order for any self-employed individual to
be covered. On July 15, 1997 and at all times
thereafter before the beginning of the plan
year, Plan O has contained all the preceding
provisions.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 1, because
Plan O contains the plan provisions de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(2) of this section and
because those provisions were in the plan on
July 15, 1997 and at all times thereafter be-
fore the beginning of the plan year, Plan O
will not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of section 9802 or §54.9802-1 for
the plan year solely because the plan re-
quires evidence of good health for coverage
of the individuals described in those plan
provisions.

Example 2. (i) Facts. A church organization
maintains Plan P, which is a church plan
that is not funded through insurance cov-
erage and that is a group health plan pro-
viding health coverage to individuals em-
ployed by entities affiliated with the church
and self-employed individuals affiliated with
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the church (such as ministers). On July 15,
1997 and at all times thereafter before the be-
ginning of the plan year, Plan P has required
evidence of good health for coverage of any
individual who enrolls after the first 90 days
of initial eligibility under the plan.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 2, because
Plan P contains the plan provisions de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(3) of this section and
because those provisions were in the plan on
July 15, 1997 and at all times thereafter be-
fore the beginning of the plan year, Plan P
will not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of section 9802 or §54.9802-1 for
the plan year solely because the plan re-
quires evidence of good health for coverage
of individuals enrolling after the first 90 days
of initial eligibility under the plan.

(d) Applicability date. This section is
applicable to plan years beginning on
or after July 1, 2007.

[T.D. 9299, 71 FR 75056, Dec. 13, 2006]

§54.9811-1 Standards relating to bene-
fits for mothers and newborns.

(a) Hospital length of stay—(1) General
rule. Except as provided in paragraph
(a)(b) of this section, a group health
plan that provides benefits for a hos-
pital length of stay in connection with
childbirth for a mother or her newborn
may not restrict benefits for the stay
to less than—

(i) 48 hours following a vaginal deliv-
ery; or

(ii) 96 hours following a delivery by
cesarean section.

(2) When stay begins—(i) Delivery in a
hospital. If delivery occurs in a hos-
pital, the hospital length of stay for
the mother or newborn child begins at
the time of delivery (or in the case of
multiple births, at the time of the last
delivery).

(i1) Delivery outside a hospital. If deliv-
ery occurs outside a hospital, the hos-
pital length of stay begins at the time
the mother or newborn is admitted as a
hospital inpatient in connection with
childbirth. The determination of
whether an admission is in connection
with childbirth is a medical decision to
be made by the attending provider.

(3) Examples. The rules of paragraphs
(a)(1) and (2) of this section are illus-
trated by the following examples. In
each example, the group health plan
provides benefits for hospital lengths of
stay in connection with childbirth and
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is subject to the requirements of this
section, as follows:

Example 1. (i) Facts. A pregnant woman
covered under a group health plan goes into
labor and is admitted to the hospital at 10
p.m. on June 11. She gives birth by vaginal
delivery at 6 a.m. on June 12.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 1, the 48-
hour period described in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of
this section ends at 6 a.m. on June 14.

Example 2. (i) Facts. A woman covered
under a group health plan gives birth at
home by vaginal delivery. After the delivery,
the woman begins bleeding excessively in
connection with the childbirth and is admit-
ted to the hospital for treatment of the ex-
cessive bleeding at 7 p.m. on October 1.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 2, the 48-
hour period described in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of
this section ends at 7 p.m. on October 3.

Example 3. (i) Facts. A woman covered
under a group health plan gives birth by vag-
inal delivery at home. The child later devel-
ops pneumonia and is admitted to the hos-
pital. The attending provider determines
that the admission is not in connection with
childbirth.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 3, the hos-
pital length-of-stay requirements of this sec-
tion do not apply to the child’s admission to
the hospital because the admission is not in
connection with childbirth.

(4) Authorization mot required—@i) In
general. A plan may not require that a
physician or other health care provider
obtain authorization from the plan, or
from a health insurance issuer offering
health insurance coverage under the
plan, for ©prescribing the hospital
length of stay specified in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section. (See also para-
graphs (b)(2) and (c)(3) of this section
for rules and examples regarding other
authorization and certain notice re-
quirements.)

(ii) Example. The rule of this para-
graph (a)(4) is illustrated by the fol-
lowing example:

Example. (i) Facts. In the case of a delivery
by cesarean section, a group health plan sub-
ject to the requirements of this section auto-
matically provides benefits for any hospital
length of stay of up to 72 hours. For any
longer stay, the plan requires an attending
provider to complete a certificate of medical
necessity. The plan then makes a determina-
tion, based on the certificate of medical ne-
cessity, whether a longer stay is medically
necessary.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example, the require-
ment that an attending provider complete a
certificate of medical necessity to obtain au-
thorization for the period between 72 hours
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and 96 hours following a delivery by cesarean
section is prohibited by this paragraph (a)(4).

(5) Exceptions—(i) Discharge of mother.
If a decision to discharge a mother ear-
lier than the period specified in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section is made by
an attending provider, in consultation
with the mother, the requirements of
paragraph (a)(1) of this section do not
apply for any period after the dis-
charge.

(ii) Discharge of newborn. If a decision
to discharge a newborn child earlier
than the period specified in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section is made by an at-
tending provider, in consultation with
the mother (or the newborn’s author-
ized representative), the requirements
of paragraph (a)(1) of this section do
not apply for any period after the dis-
charge.

(iii) Attending provider defined. For
purposes of this section, attending pro-
vider means an individual who is 1li-
censed under applicable state law to
provide maternity or pediatric care and
who is directly responsible for pro-
viding maternity or pediatric care to a
mother or newborn child. Therefore, a
plan, hospital, managed care organiza-
tion, or other issuer is not an attending
provider.

(iv) Example. The rules of this para-
graph (a)(b) are illustrated by the fol-
lowing example:

Example. (i) Facts. A pregnant woman cov-
ered under a group health plan subject to the
requirements of this section goes into labor
and is admitted to a hospital. She gives birth
by cesarean section. On the third day after
the delivery, the attending provider for the
mother consults with the mother, and the at-
tending provider for the newborn consults
with the mother regarding the newborn. The
attending providers authorize the early dis-
charge of both the mother and the newborn.
Both are discharged approximately 72 hours
after the delivery. The plan pays for the 72-
hour hospital stays.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example, the require-
ments of this paragraph (a) have been satis-
fied with respect to the mother and the new-
born. If either is readmitted, the hospital
stay for the readmission is not subject to
this section.

(b) Prohibitions—(1) With respect to
mothers—(i) In general. A group health
plan may not—

(A) Deny a mother or her newborn
child eligibility or continued eligibility
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to enroll or renew coverage under the
terms of the plan solely to avoid the
requirements of this section; or

(B) Provide payments (including pay-
ments-in-kind) or rebates to a mother
to encourage her to accept less than
the minimum protections available
under this section.

(ii) Examples. The rules of this para-
graph (b)(1) are illustrated by the fol-
lowing examples. In each example, the
group health plan is subject to the re-
quirements of this section, as follows:

Example 1. (i) Facts. A group health plan
provides benefits for at least a 48-hour hos-
pital length of stay following a vaginal deliv-
ery. If a mother and newborn covered under
the plan are discharged within 24 hours after
the delivery, the plan will waive the copay-
ment and deductible.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 1, because
waiver of the copayment and deductible is in
the nature of a rebate that the mother would
not receive if she and her newborn remained
in the hospital, it is prohibited by this para-
graph (b)(1). (In addition, the plan violates
paragraph (b)(2) of this section because, in
effect, no copayment or deductible is re-
quired for the first portion of the stay and a
double copayment and a deductible are re-
quired for the second portion of the stay.)

Example 2. (i) Facts. A group health plan
provides benefits for at least a 48-hour hos-
pital length of stay following a vaginal deliv-
ery. In the event that a mother and her new-
born are discharged earlier than 48 hours and
the discharges occur after consultation with
the mother in accordance with the require-
ments of paragraph (a)(5) of this section, the
plan provides for a follow-up visit by a nurse
within 48 hours after the discharges to pro-
vide certain services that the mother and her
newborn would otherwise receive in the hos-
pital.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 2, because
the follow-up visit does not provide any serv-
ices beyond what the mother and her new-
born would receive in the hospital, coverage
for the follow-up visit is not prohibited by
this paragraph (b)(1).

(2) With respect to benefit restrictions—
(i) In general. Subject to paragraph
(c)(3) of this section, a group health
plan may not restrict the benefits for
any portion of a hospital length of stay
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion in a manner that is less favorable
than the benefits provided for any pre-
ceding portion of the stay.

(ii) Example. The rules of this para-
graph (b)(2) are illustrated by the fol-
lowing example:
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Example. (i) Facts. A group health plan sub-
ject to the requirements of this section pro-
vides benefits for hospital lengths of stay in
connection with childbirth. In the case of a
delivery by cesarean section, the plan auto-
matically pays for the first 48 hours. With
respect to each succeeding 24-hour period,
the participant or beneficiary must call the
plan to obtain precertification from a utili-
zation reviewer, who determines if an addi-
tional 24-hour period is medically necessary.
If this approval is not obtained, the plan will
not provide benefits for any succeeding 24-
hour period.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example, the require-
ment to obtain precertification for the two
24-hour periods immediately following the
initial 48-hour stay is prohibited by this
paragraph (b)(2) because benefits for the lat-
ter part of the stay are restricted in a man-
ner that is less favorable than benefits for a
preceding portion of the stay. (However, this
section does not prohibit a plan from requir-
ing precertification for any period after the
first 96 hours.) In addition, the requirement
to obtain precertification from the plan
based on medical necessity for a hospital
length of stay within the 96-hour period
would also violate paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

(3) With respect to attending providers.
A group health plan may not directly
or indirectly—

(i) Penalize (for example, take dis-
ciplinary action against or retaliate
against), or otherwise reduce or limit
the compensation of, an attending pro-
vider because the provider furnished
care to a participant or beneficiary in
accordance with this section; or

(ii) Provide monetary or other incen-
tives to an attending provider to in-
duce the provider to furnish care to a
participant or beneficiary in a manner
inconsistent with this section, includ-
ing providing any incentive that could
induce an attending provider to dis-
charge a mother or newborn earlier
than 48 hours (or 96 hours) after deliv-
ery.

(c) Construction. With respect to this
section, the following rules of con-
struction apply:

(1) Hospital stays not mandatory. This
section does not require a mother to—

(i) Give birth in a hospital; or

(ii) Stay in the hospital for a fixed
period of time following the birth of
her child.

(2) Hospital stay benefits not mandated.
This section does not apply to any
group health plan that does not provide
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benefits for hospital lengths of stay in
connection with childbirth for a moth-
er or her newborn child.

(3) Cost-sharing rules—@{i) In general.
This section does not prevent a group
health plan from imposing deductibles,
coinsurance, or other cost-sharing in
relation to benefits for hospital lengths
of stay in connection with childbirth
for a mother or a newborn under the
plan or coverage, except that the coin-
surance or other cost-sharing for any
portion of the hospital length of stay
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may not be greater than that for
any preceding portion of the stay.

(ii) Erxamples. The rules of this para-
graph (c)(3) are illustrated by the fol-
lowing examples. In each example, the
group health plan is subject to the re-
quirements of this section, as follows:

Example 1. (i) Facts. A group health plan
provides benefits for at least a 48-hour hos-
pital length of stay in connection with vag-
inal deliveries. The plan covers 80 percent of
the cost of the stay for the first 24-hour pe-
riod and 50 percent of the cost of the stay for
the second 24-hour period. Thus, the coinsur-
ance paid by the patient increases from 20
percent to 50 percent after 24 hours.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 1, the plan
violates the rules of this paragraph (c)(3) be-
cause coinsurance for the second 24-hour pe-
riod of the 48-hour stay is greater than that
for the preceding portion of the stay. (In ad-
dition, the plan also violates the similar rule
in paragraph (b)(2) of this section.)

Example 2. (i) Facts. A group health plan
generally covers 70 percent of the cost of a
hospital length of stay in connection with
childbirth. However, the plan will cover 80
percent of the cost of the stay if the partici-
pant or beneficiary notifies the plan of the
pregnancy in advance of admission and uses
whatever hospital the plan may designate.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 2, the plan
does not violate the rules of this paragraph
(c)(3) because the level of benefits provided
(70 percent or 80 percent) is consistent
throughout the 48-hour (or 96-hour) hospital
length of stay required under paragraph (a)
of this section. (In addition, the plan does
not violate the rules in paragraph (a)(4) or
(b)(2) of this section.)

(4) Compensation of attending provider.
This section does not prevent a group
health plan from negotiating with an
attending provider the level and type
of compensation for care furnished in
accordance with this section (including
paragraph (b) of this section).
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(d) Notice requirement. See 29 CFR
2520.102-3(u) for rules relating to a dis-
closure requirement imposed under
section 711(d) of ERISA (29 U.S.C. 1181)
on certain group health plans that pro-
vide benefits for hospital lengths of
stay in connection with childbirth.

(e) Applicability in certain states—(1)
Health insurance coverage. The require-
ments of section 9811 and this section
do not apply with respect to health in-
surance coverage offered in connection
with a group health plan if there is a
state law regulating the coverage that
meets any of the following criteria:

(i) The state law requires the cov-
erage to provide for at least a 48-hour
hospital length of stay following a vag-
inal delivery and at least a 96-hour hos-
pital length of stay following a deliv-
ery by cesarean section.

(i) The state law requires the cov-
erage to provide for maternity and pe-
diatric care in accordance with guide-
lines that relate to care following
childbirth established by the American
College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists, the American Academy of
Pediatrics, or any other established
professional medical association.

(iii) The state law requires, in con-
nection with the coverage for mater-
nity care, that the hospital length of
stay for such care is left to the decision
of (or is required to be made by) the at-
tending provider in consultation with
the mother. State laws that require the
decision to be made by the attending
provider with the consent of the moth-
er satisfy the criterion of this para-
graph (e)(1)(iii).

(2) Group health plans—(i) Fully-in-
sured plans. For a group health plan
that provides benefits solely through
health insurance coverage, if the state
law regulating the health insurance
coverage meets any of the criteria in
paragraph (e)(1) of this section, then
the requirements of section 9811 and
this section do not apply.

(ii) Self-insured plans. For a group
health plan that provides all benefits
for hospital lengths of stay in connec-
tion with childbirth other than
through health insurance coverage, the
requirements of section 9811 and this
section apply.

(iii) Partially-insured plans. For a
group health plan that provides some
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benefits through health insurance cov-
erage, if the state law regulating the
health insurance coverage meets any of
the criteria in paragraph (e)(1) of this
section, then the requirements of sec-
tion 9811 and this section apply only to
the extent the plan provides benefits
for hospital lengths of stay in connec-
tion with childbirth other than
through health insurance coverage.

(3) Preemption provisions under section
731(a) of ERISA. See 29 CFR
2590.711(e)(3) for a rule providing that
the preemption provisions contained in
section 731(a)(1) of ERISA and 29 CFR
2590.731(a) do not supersede a state law
if the state law is described in para-
graph (e)(1) of 29 CFR 2590.711 (which is
substantially similar to paragraph
(e)(1) of this section).

(4) Examples. The rules of this para-
graph (e) are illustrated by the fol-
lowing examples:

Example 1. (i) Facts. A group health plan
buys group health insurance coverage in a
state that requires that the coverage provide
for at least a 48-hour hospital length of stay
following a vaginal delivery and at least a 96-
hour hospital length of stay following a de-
livery by cesarean section.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 1, the cov-
erage is subject to state law, and the require-
ments of section 9811 and this section do not
apply.

Example 2. (i) Facts. A self-insured group
health plan covers hospital lengths of stay in
connection with childbirth in a state that re-
quires health insurance coverage to provide
for maternity and pediatric care in accord-
ance with guidelines that relate to care fol-
lowing childbirth established by the Amer-
ican College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists and the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example 2, even
though the state law satisfies the criterion
of paragraph (e)(1)(ii) of this section, because
the plan provides benefits for hospital
lengths of stay in connection with childbirth
other than through health insurance cov-
erage, the plan is subject to the require-
ments of section 9811 and this section.

(f) Effective/applicability date. This
section applies to group health plans
for plan years beginning on or after
January 1, 2009.

[T.D. 9427, 73 FR 62420, Oct. 20, 2008]

§54.9812-1T

§54.9812-1T Parity in the application
of certain limits to mental health
benefits (temporary).

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this
section, except where the context
clearly indicates otherwise, the fol-
lowing definitions apply:

Aggregate lifetime limit means a dollar
limitation on the total amount of spec-
ified benefits that may be paid under a
group health plan for an individual (or
for a group of individuals considered a
single unit in applying this dollar limi-
tation, such as a family or an employee
plus spouse).

Annual limit means a dollar limita-
tion on the total amount of specified
benefits that may be paid in a 12-
month period under a plan for an indi-
vidual (or for a group of individuals
considered a single unit in applying
this dollar limitation, such as a family
or an employee plus spouse).

Medical/surgical benefits means bene-
fits for medical or surgical services, as
defined under the terms of the plan,
but does not include mental health
benefits.

Mental health benefits means benefits
for mental health services, as defined
under the terms of the plan, but does
not include benefits for treatment of
substance abuse or chemical depend-
ency.

(b) Requirements regarding limits on
benefits—(1) In general—(i) General par-
ity requirement. A group health plan
that provides both medical/surgical
benefits and mental health benefits
must comply with paragraph (b) (2), (3),
or (6) of this section.

(ii) Exception. The rule in paragraph
(b)(1)(A) of this section does not apply if
a plan satisfies the requirements of
paragraph (e) or (f) of this section.

(2) Plan with no limit or limits on less
than one-third of all medical/surgical ben-
efits. If a plan does not include an ag-
gregate lifetime or annual limit on any
medical/surgical benefits or includes
aggregate lifetime or annual limits
that apply to less than one-third of all
medical/surgical benefits, it may not
impose an aggregate lifetime or annual
limit, respectively, on mental health
benefits.

(3) Plan with a limit on at least two-
thirds of all medical/surgical benefits. If a
plan includes an aggregate lifetime or
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