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continued use of existing facilities ap-
proved in your SAP, you may keep 
such facilities in place on your lease 
during the time that MMS reviews 
your COP for approval or FERC re-
views your license application for ap-
proval. 

(b) You are not required to initiate 
the decommissioning process for facili-
ties that are authorized to remain in 
place under your approved COP or ap-
proved FERC license. 

(c) If, following the technical and en-
vironmental review of your submitted 
COP, MMS determines that such facili-
ties may not remain in place, you must 
initiate the decommissioning process, 
as provided in subpart I of this part. 

(d) If FERC determines that such fa-
cilities may not remain in place, you 
must initiate the decommissioning 
process as provided in subpart I of this 
part. 

(e) You must initiate the decommis-
sioning process, as set forth in subpart 
I of this part, upon the termination of 
your lease. 

§ 285.619 [Reserved] 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS PLAN 
FOR COMMERCIAL LEASES 

§ 285.620 What is a Construction and 
Operations Plan (COP)? 

The COP describes your construction, 
operations, and conceptual decommis-
sioning plans under your commercial 
lease, including your project easement. 
The MMS will withhold trade secrets 
and commercial or financial informa-
tion that is privileged or confidential 
from public disclosure under exemption 
4 of the FOIA and in accordance with 
the terms of § 285.113. 

(a) Your COP must describe all 
planned facilities that you will con-
struct and use for your project, includ-
ing onshore and support facilities and 
all anticipated project easements. 

(b) Your COP must describe all pro-
posed activities including your pro-
posed construction activities, commer-
cial operations, and conceptual decom-
missioning plans for all planned facili-
ties, including onshore and support fa-
cilities. 

(c) You must receive MMS approval 
of your COP before you can begin any 
of the approved activities on your 
lease. 

§ 285.621 What must I demonstrate in 
my COP? 

Your COP must demonstrate that 
you have planned and are prepared to 
conduct the proposed activities in a 
manner that conforms to your respon-
sibilities listed in § 285.105(a) and: 

(a) Conforms to all applicable laws, 
implementing regulations, lease provi-
sions, and stipulations or conditions of 
your commercial lease; 

(b) Is safe; 
(c) Does not unreasonably interfere 

with other uses of the OCS, including 
those involved with National security 
or defense; 

(d) Does not cause undue harm or 
damage to natural resources; life (in-
cluding human and wildlife); property; 
the marine, coastal, or human environ-
ment; or sites, structures, or objects of 
historical or archaeological signifi-
cance; 

(e) Uses best available and safest 
technology; 

(f) Uses best management practices; 
and 

(g) Uses properly trained personnel. 

§ 285.622 How do I submit my COP? 
(a) You must submit one paper copy 

and one electronic version of your COP 
to MMS at the address listed in 
§ 285.110(a). 

(b) You may submit information and 
a request for any project easement as 
part of your original COP submission 
or as a revision to your COP. 

§§ 285.623–285.625 [Reserved] 

CONTENTS OF THE CONSTRUCTION AND 
OPERATIONS PLAN 

§ 285.626 What must I include in my 
COP? 

(a) You must submit the results of 
the following surveys for the proposed 
site(s) of your facility(ies). Your COP 
must include the following informa-
tion: 
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(b) Your COP must include the fol-
lowing project-specific information, as 
applicable. 
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§ 285.627 What information and certifi-
cations must I submit with my COP 
to assist the MMS in complying 
with NEPA and other relevant 
laws? 

(a) You must submit with your COP 
detailed information to assist MMS in 

complying with NEPA and other rel-
evant laws. Your COP must describe 
those resources, conditions, and activi-
ties listed in the following table that 
could be affected by your proposed ac-
tivities, or that could affect the activi-
ties proposed in your COP, including: 
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