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(4) Issuing timely management deci-
sions, in accordance with DoD Direc-
tive 7640.2, ‘‘Policy for Follow-up on
Contract Audit Reports,”’13 on single
audit findings referred by the OIG,
DoD, under DoD Directive 7600.10,
“Audits of States, Liocal Governments,
and Non-Profit Organizations.”’ 14

(b) Performing property administra-
tion services for Government-owned
property, and for any property ac-
quired by a recipient, with respect to
which the recipient has further obliga-
tions to the Government.

(c) Ensuring timely submission of re-
quired reports.

(d) Executing administrative close-
out procedures.

(e) Establishing recipients’ indirect
cost rates, where the Department of
Defense is the cognizant or oversight
Federal agency with the responsibility
for doing so.

(f) Performing other administration
functions (e.g., receiving recipients’
payment requests and transmitting ap-
proved payment authorizations to pay-
ment offices) as delegated by applica-
ble cross-servicing agreements or let-
ters of delegation.

[63 FR 12164, Mar. 12, 1998, as amended at 70
FR 49466, Aug. 23, 2005; 72 FR 34989, June 26,
2007]

Subpart H—Post-Award
Administration

§22.800 Purpose and relation to other
parts.

This subpart sets forth grants offi-
cers’ and DoD Components’ responsibil-
ities for post-award administration, by
providing DoD-specific requirements
on payments; debt collection; claims,
disputes and appeals; and closeout au-
dits.

§22.805 Post-award requirements in
other parts.

Grants officers responsible for post-
award administration of grants and co-

13 Electronic copies may be obtained at the

Washington Headquarters Services Internet
site http:/www.dtic.mil/whs/directives. Paper
copies may be obtained, at cost, from the Na-
tional Technical Information Service, 5285
Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22161.

14 See footnote 13 to §22.715(a)(4).
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operative agreements shall administer
such awards in accordance with the fol-
lowing parts of the DoDGARs, as sup-
plemented by this subpart:

(a) Awards to domestic recipients.
Standard administrative requirements
for grants and cooperative agreements
with domestic recipients are specified
in other parts of the DoDGARs, as fol-
lows:

(1) For awards to domestic institu-
tions of higher education and other
nonprofit organizations, requirements
are specified in 32 CFR part 32, which is
the DoD implementation of OMB Cir-
cular A-110.

(2) For awards to State and local gov-
ernments, requirements are specified
in 32 CFR part 33, which is the DoD
codification of the Governmentwide
common rule to implement OMB Cir-
cular A-102.

(3) For awards to domestic for-profit
organizations, requirements are speci-
fied in 32 CFR part 34, which is modeled
on the requirements in OMB Circular
A-110.

(b) Awards to foreign recipients. DoD
Components shall use the administra-
tive requirements specified in para-
graph (a) of this section, to the max-
imum extent practicable, for grants
and cooperative agreements to foreign
recipients.

§22.810 Payments.

(a) Purpose. This section prescribes
policies and grants officers’ post-award
responsibilities, with respect to pay-
ments to recipients of grants and coop-
erative agreements.

(b) Policy. (1) It is Governmentwide
policy to minimize the time elapsing
between any payment of funds to a re-
cipient and the recipient’s disburse-
ment of the funds for program purposes
(see 32 CFR 32.22(a) and 33.21(b), and
the implementation of the Cash Man-
agement Improvement Act at 31 CFR
part 205).

(2) It also is a Governmentwide re-
quirement to use electronic funds
transfer (EFT) in the payment of any
grant for which an application or pro-
posal was submitted or renewed on or
after July 26, 1996, unless the recipient
has obtained a waiver by submitting to
the head of the pertinent Federal agen-
cy a certification that it has neither an
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account with a financial institution
nor an authorized payment agent. This
requirement is in 31 U.S.C. 3332, as
amended by the Debt Collection Im-
provement Act of 1996 (section
31001(x)(1)(A), Pub. L. 104-134), and as
implemented by Department of Treas-
ury regulations at 31 CFR part 208. As
a matter of DoD policy, this require-
ment applies to cooperative agree-
ments, as well as grants. Within the
Department of Defense, the Defense Fi-
nance and Accounting Service imple-
ments this EFT requirement, and
grants officers have collateral respon-
sibilities at the time of award, as de-
scribed in §22.605(c), and in postaward
administration, as described in
§22.810(c)(3)(iv).

(3) Expanding on these Government-
wide policies, DoD policy is for DoD
Components to use electronic com-
merce, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, in the portions of the payment
process for grants and cooperative
agreements for which grants officers
are responsible. In cases where recipi-
ents submit each payment request to
the grants officer, this includes using
electronic methods to receive recipi-
ents’ requests for payment and to
transmit authorizations for payment
to the DoD payment office. Using elec-
tronic methods will improve timeliness
and accuracy of payments and reduce
administrative burdens associated with
paper-based payments.

(¢c) Post-award responsibilities. In cases
where the recipient submits each pay-
ment request to the grants officer, the
administrative grants officer des-
ignated to handle payments for a grant
or cooperative agreement is respon-
sible for:

(1) Handling the recipient’s requests
for payments in accordance with DoD
implementation of Governmentwide
guidance (see 32 CFR 32.22, 33.21, or
34.12, as applicable).

(2) Reviewing each payment request
to ensure that:

(i) The request complies with the
award terms.

(ii) Available funds are adequate to
pay the request.

(iii) The recipient will not have ex-
cess cash on hand, based on expendi-
ture patterns.
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(3) Maintaining a close working rela-
tionship with the personnel in the fi-
nance and accounting office respon-
sible for making the payments. A good
working relationship is necessary, to
ensure timely and accurate handling of
financial transactions for grants and
cooperative agreements. Administra-
tive grants officers:

(i) Should be generally familiar with
policies and procedures for disbursing
offices that are contained in Chapter 19
of Volume 10 of the DoD Financial
Management Regulation (the FMR,
DoD 7000.14-R 15).

(ii) Shall forward authorizations to
the designated payment office expedi-
tiously, so that payments may be made
in accordance with the timely payment
guidelines in Chapter 19 of Volume 10
of the FMR. Unless alternative ar-
rangements are made with the pay-
ment office, authorizations should be
forwarded to the payment office at
least 3 working days before the end of
the period specified in the FMR. The
period specified in the FMR is:

(A) No more than seven calendar
days after receipt of the recipient’s re-
quest by the administrative grants offi-
cer, whenever electronic commerce is
used (i.e., EDI to request and authorize
payments and electronic funds transfer
(EFT) to make payments).

(B) No more than thirty calendar
days after receipt of the recipient’s re-
quest by the administrative grants offi-
cer, when it is not possible to use elec-
tronic commerce and paper trans-
actions are used.

(C) No more than seven calendar days
after each date specified, when pay-
ments are authorized in advance based
on a predetermined payment schedule,
provided that the payment schedule
was received in the disbursing office at
least 30 calendar days in advance of the
date of the scheduled payment.

(iii) Shall ensure that the recipients’
Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)
is included with each payment author-
ization forwarded to the payment of-
fice. This is a statutory requirement of
31 U.S.C. 3325, as amended by the Debt
Collection Improvement Act of 1996
(section 31001(y), Pub. L. 104-134).

15 See footnote 13 to §22.715(a)(4).
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(iv) For each award that is required
to be paid by EFT (see §22.605(c) and
(§22.810(b)(2)), shall prominently indi-
cate that fact in the payment author-
ization.

[63 FR 12164, Mar. 12, 1998, as amended at 70
FR 49467, Aug. 23, 2005]

§22.815

(a) Award terms. Grants officers shall
include in grants and cooperative
agreements a term or condition that
incorporates the procedures of this sec-
tion for:

(1) Processing recipient claims and
disputes.

(2) Deciding appeals of grants offi-
cers’ decisions.

(b) Submission of claims—(1) Recipient
claims. If a recipient wishes to submit a
claim arising out of or relating to a
grant or cooperative agreement, the
grants officer shall inform the recipi-
ent that the claim must:

(i) Be submitted in writing to the
grants officer for decision;

(ii) Specify the nature and basis for
the relief requested; and

(iii) Include all data that supports
the claim.

(2) DoD Component claims. Claims by a
DoD Component shall be the subject of
a written decision by a grants officer.

(c) Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ADR)—(1) Policy. DoD policy is to try
to resolve all issues concerning grants
and cooperative agreements by mutual
agreement at the grants officer’s level.
DoD Components therefore are encour-
aged to use ADR procedures to the
maximum extent practicable. ADR pro-
cedures are any voluntary means (e.g.,
mini-trials or mediation) used to re-
solve issues in controversy without re-
sorting to formal administrative ap-
peals (see paragraph (e) of this section)
or to litigation.

(2) Procedures. (i) The ADR proce-
dures or techniques to be used may ei-
ther be agreed upon by the Government
and the recipient in advance (e.g., when
agreeing on the terms and conditions
of the grant or cooperative agreement),
or may be agreed upon at the time the
parties determine to use ADR proce-
dures.

(ii) If a grants officer and a recipient
are not able to resolve an issue through
unassisted negotiations, the grants of-

Claims, disputes, and appeals.

91

§22.815

ficer shall encourage the recipient to
enter into ADR procedures. ADR proce-
dures may be used prior to submission
of a recipient’s claim or at any time
prior to the Grant Appeal Authority’s
decision on a recipient’s appeal (see
paragraph (e)(3)(iii) of this section).

(d) Grants officer decisions. (1) Within
60 calendar days of receipt of a written
claim, the grants officer shall either:

(i) Prepare a written decision, which
shall include the reasons for the deci-
sion; shall identify all relevant data on
which the decision is based; shall iden-
tify the cognizant Grant Appeal Au-
thority and give his or her mailing ad-
dress; and shall be included in the
award file; or

(ii) Notify the recipient of a specific
date when he or she will render a writ-
ten decision, if more time is required
to do so. The notice shall inform the
recipient of the reason for delaying the
decision (e.g., the complexity of the
claim, a need for more time to com-
plete ADR procedures, or a need for the
recipient to provide additional infor-
mation to support the claim).

(2) The decision of the grants officer
shall be final, unless the recipient de-
cides to appeal. If a recipient decides to
appeal a grants officer’s decision, the
grants officer shall encourage the re-
cipient to enter into ADR procedures,
as described in paragraph (c) of this
section.

(e) Formal administrative appeals—(1)
Grant appeal authorities. Each DoD
Component that awards grants or coop-
erative agreements shall establish one
or more Grant Appeal Authorities to
decide formal, administrative appeals
in accordance with paragraph (e)(3) of
this section. Each Grant Appeal Au-
thority shall be either:

(i) An individual at a grade level in
the Senior Executive Service, if civil-
ian, or at the rank of Flag or General
Officer, if military; or

(ii) A board chaired by such an indi-
vidual.

(2) Right of appeal. A recipient has
the right to appeal a grants officer’s
decision to the Grant Appeal Authority
(but note that ADR procedures, as de-
scribed in paragraph (c) of this section,
are the preferred means for resolving
any appeal).



§22.820

(3) Appeal procedures—(i) Notice of ap-
peal. A recipient may appeal a decision
of the grants officer within 90 calendar
days of receiving that decision, by fil-
ing a written notice of appeal to the
Grant Appeal Authority and to the
grants officer. If a recipient elects to
use an ADR procedure, the recipient is
permitted an additional 60 calendar
days to file the written notice of appeal
to the Grant Appeal Authority and
grants officer.

(ii) Appeal file. Within 30 calendar
days of receiving the notice of appeal,
the grants officer shall forward to the
Grant Appeal Authority and the recipi-
ent the appeal file, which shall include
copies of all documents relevant to the
appeal. The recipient may supplement
the file with additional documents it
deems relevant. Either the grants offi-
cer or the recipient may supplement
the file with a memorandum in support
of its position. The Grant Appeal Au-
thority may request additional infor-
mation from either the grants officer
or the recipient.

(iii) Decision. The appeal shall be de-
cided solely on the basis of the written
record, unless the Grant Appeal Au-
thority decides to conduct fact-finding
procedures or an oral hearing on the
appeal. Any fact-finding or hearing
shall be conducted using procedures
that the Grant Appeal Authority
deems appropriate.

(f) Representation. A recipient may be
represented by counsel or any other
designated representative in any claim,
appeal, or ADR proceeding brought
pursuant to this section, as long as the
representative is not otherwise prohib-
ited by law or regulation from appear-
ing before the DoD Component con-
cerned.

(g) Nomn-exclusivity of remedies. Noth-
ing in this section is intended to limit
a recipient’s right to any remedy under
the law.

§22.820 Debt collection.

(a) Purpose. This section prescribes
procedures for establishing debts owed
by recipients of grants and cooperative
agreements, and transferring them to
payment offices for collection.

(b) Resolution of indebtedness. The
grants officer shall attempt to resolve
by mutual agreement any claim of a
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recipient’s indebtedness to the United
States arising out of a grant or cooper-
ative agreement (e.g., by a finding that
a recipient was paid funds in excess of
the amount to which the recipient was
entitled under the terms and condi-
tions of the award).

(c) Grants officer’s decision. In the ab-
sence of such mutual agreement, any
claim of a recipient’s indebtedness
shall be the subject of a grants officer
decision, in accordance with
§22.815(b)(2). The grants officer shall
prepare and transmit to the recipient a
written notice that:

(1) Describes the debt, including the
amount, the name and address of the
official who determined the debt (e.g.,
the grants officer under §22.815(d)), and
a copy of that determination.

(2) Informs the recipient that:

(i) Within 30 calendar days of the
grants officer’s decision, the recipient
shall either pay the amount owed to
the grants officer (at the address that
was provided pursuant to paragraph
(c)(1) of this section) or inform the
grants officer of the recipient’s inten-
tion to appeal the decision.

(ii) If the recipient elects not to ap-
peal, any amounts not paid within 30
calendar days of the grants officer’s de-
cision will be a delinquent debt.

(iii) If the recipient elects to appeal
the grants officer’s decision the recipi-
ent has 90 calendar days, or 150 cal-
endar days if ADR procedures are used,
after receipt of the grants officer’s de-
cision to file the appeal, in accordance
with §22.815(e)(3)(i).

(iv) The debt will bear interest, and
may include penalties and other ad-
ministrative costs, in accordance with
the debt collection provisions in Chap-
ters 29, 31, and 32 of Volume 5 and
Chapters 18 and 19 of Volume 10 of the
DoD Financial Management Regula-
tion (DoD 7000.14-R). No interest will
be charged if the recipient pays the
amount owed within 30 calendar days
of the grants officer’s decision. Interest
will be charged for the entire period
from the date the decision was mailed,
if the recipient pays the amount owed
after 30 calendar days.

(d) Follow-up. Depending upon the re-
sponse from the recipient, the grants
officer shall proceed as follows:
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(1) If the recipient pays the amount
owed within 30 calendar days to the
grants officer, the grants officer shall
forward the payment to the responsible
payment office.

(2) If within 30 calendar days the re-
cipient elects to appeal the grants offi-
cer’s decision, further action to collect
the debt is deferred, pending the out-
come of the appeal. If the final result
of the appeal is a determination that
the recipient owes a debt to the Fed-
eral Government, the grants officer
shall send a demand letter to the re-
cipient and transfer responsibility for
further debt collection to a payment
office, as described in paragraph (d)(3)
of this section.

(3) If within 30 calendar days the re-
cipient has neither paid the amount
due nor provided notice of intent to file
an appeal of the grants officer’s deci-
sion, the grants officer shall send a de-
mand letter to the recipient, with a
copy to the payment office that will be
responsible for collecting the delin-
quent debt. The payment office will be
responsible for any further debt collec-
tion activity, including issuance of ad-
ditional demand letters (see Chapter 19
of volume 10 of the DoD Financial Man-
agement Regulation, DoD 7000.14-R).
The grants officer’s demand Iletter
shall:

(i) Describe the debt, including the
amount, the name and address of the
official that determined the debt (e.g.,
the grants officer under §22.815(d)), and
a copy of that determination.

(ii) Notify the recipient that the debt
is a delinquent debt that bears interest
from the date of the grants officer’s de-
cision, and that penalties and other ad-
ministrative costs may be assessed.

(iii) Identify the payment office that
is responsible for the collection of the
debt, and notify the recipient that it
may submit a proposal to that pay-
ment office to defer collection, if im-
mediate payment is not practicable.

(e) Administrative offset. In carrying
out the responsibility for collecting de-
linquent debts, a disbursing officer
may need to consult grants officers, to
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determine whether administrative off-
set against payments to a recipient
owing a delinquent debt would inter-
fere with execution of projects being
carried out under grants or cooperative
agreements. Disbursing officers may
also ask grants officers whether it is
feasible to convert payment methods
under grants or cooperative agree-
ments from advance payments to reim-
bursements, to facilitate use of admin-
istrative offset. Grants officers there-
fore should be familiar with guidelines
for disbursing officers, in Chapter 19 of
Volume 10 of the Financial Manage-
ment Regulation (DoD 7000.14-R), con-
cerning withholding and administra-
tive offset to recover delinquent debts.

§22.825 Closeout audits.

(a) Purpose. This section establishes
DoD policy for obtaining audits at
closeout of individual grants and coop-
erative agreements. It thereby supple-
ments the closeout procedures speci-
fied in:

(1) 32 CFR 32.71 and 32.72, for awards
to institutions of higher education and
other nonprofit organizations.

(2) 32 CFR 33.50 and 33.51, for awards
to State and local governments.

(3) 32 CFR 34.61 and 34.62, for awards
to for-profit entities.

(b) Policy. Grants officers shall use
their judgment on a case-by-case basis,
in deciding whether to obtain an audit
prior to closing out a grant or coopera-
tive agreement (i.e., there is no specific
DoD requirement to obtain an audit
prior to doing so). Factors to be consid-
ered include:

(1) The amount of the award.

(2) DoD’s past experience with the re-
cipient, including the presence or lack
of findings of material deficiencies in
recent:

(i) Audits of individual awards; or

(ii) Systems-wide financial audits
and audits of the compliance of the re-
cipient’s systems with Federal require-
ments, under OMB Circular A-133,
where that Circular is applicable. (See
§22.715(a)(1)).
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