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in effect throughout the State, and sec-
tion 1915 permits certain exceptions. 

(b) State plan requirements. A State 
plan must provide that the following 
requirements are met: 

(1) The plan will be in operation 
statewide through a system of local of-
fices, under equitable standards for as-
sistance and administration that are 
mandatory throughout the State. 

(2) If administered by political sub-
divisions of the State, the plan will be 
mandatory on those subdivisions. 

(3) The agency will ensure that the 
plan is continuously in operation in all 
local offices or agencies through— 

(i) Methods for informing staff of 
State policies, standards, procedures, 
and instructions; 

(ii) Systematic planned examination 
and evaluation of operations in local 
offices by regularly assigned State 
staff who make regular visits; and 

(iii) Reports, controls, or other meth-
ods. 

(c) Exceptions. (1) ‘‘Statewide oper-
ation’’ does not mean, for example, 
that every source of service must fur-
nish the service State-wide. The re-
quirement does not preclude the agen-
cy from contracting with a comprehen-
sive health care organization (such as 
an HMO or a rural health clinic) that 
serves a specific area of the State, to 
furnish services to Medicaid recipients 
who live in that area and chose to re-
ceive services from that HMO or rural 
health clinic. Recipients who live in 
other parts of the State may receive 
their services from other sources. 

(2) Other allowable exceptions and 
waivers are set forth in §§ 431.54 and 
431.55. 

[56 FR 8847, Mar. 1, 1991; 56 FR 23022, May 20, 
1991] 

§ 431.51 Free choice of providers. 
(a) Statutory basis. This section is 

based on sections 1902(a)(23), 1902(e)(2), 
and 1915(a) and (b) and 1932(a)(3) of the 
Act. 

(1) Section 1902(a)(23) of the Act pro-
vides that recipients may obtain serv-
ices from any qualified Medicaid pro-
vider that undertakes to provide the 
services to them. 

(2) Section 1915(a) of the Act provides 
that a State shall not be found out of 
compliance with section 1902(a)(23) 

solely because it imposes certain speci-
fied allowable restrictions on freedom 
of choice. 

(3) Section 1915(b) of the Act author-
izes waiver of the section 1902(a)(23) 
freedom of choice of providers require-
ment in certain specified cir-
cumstances, but not with respect to 
providers of family planning services. 

(4) Section 1902(a)(23) of the Act pro-
vides that a recipient enrolled in a pri-
mary care case management system or 
Medicaid managed care organization 
(MCO) may not be denied freedom of 
choice of qualified providers of family 
planning services. 

(5) Section 1902(e)(2) of the Act pro-
vides that an enrollee who, while com-
pleting a minimum enrollment period, 
is deemed eligible only for services fur-
nished by or through the MCO or 
PCCM, may, as an exception to the 
deemed limitation, seek family plan-
ning services from any qualified pro-
vider. 

(6) Section 1932(a) of the Act permits 
a State to restrict the freedom of 
choice required by section 1902(a)(23), 
under specified circumstances, for all 
services except family planning serv-
ices. 

(b) State plan requirements. A State 
plan, except the plan for Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, or Guam, must pro-
vide as follows: 

(1) Except as provided under para-
graph (c) of this section and part 438 of 
this chapter, a recipient may obtain 
Medicaid services from any institution, 
agency, pharmacy, person, or organiza-
tion that is— 

(i) Qualified to furnish the services; 
and 

(ii) Willing to furnish them to that 
particular recipient. 

This includes an organization that fur-
nishes, or arranges for the furnishing 
of, Medicaid services on a prepayment 
basis. 

(2) A recipient enrolled in a primary 
care case-management system, a Med-
icaid MCO, or other similar entity will 
not be restricted in freedom of choice 
of providers of family planning serv-
ices. 

(c) Exceptions. Paragraph (b) of this 
section does not prohibit the agency 
from— 
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(1) Establishing the fees it will pay 
providers for Medicaid services; 

(2) Setting reasonable standards re-
lating to the qualifications of pro-
viders; or 

(3) Subject to paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section, restricting recipients’ free 
choice of providers in accordance with 
one or more of the exceptions set forth 
in § 431.54, or under a waiver as pro-
vided in § 431.55; or 

(4) Limiting the providers who are 
available to furnish targeted case man-
agement services defined in § 440.169 of 
this chapter to target groups that con-
sist solely of individuals with develop-
mental disabilities or with chronic 
mental illness. This limitation may 
only be permitted so that the providers 
of case management services for eligi-
ble individuals with developmental dis-
abilities or with chronic mental illness 
are capable of ensuring that those indi-
viduals receive needed services. 

(d) Certification requirement—(1) Con-
tent of certification. If a State imple-
ments a project under one of the excep-
tions allowed under § 431.54 (d), (e) or 
(f), it must certify to CMS that the 
statutory safeguards and requirements 
for an exception under section 1915(a) 
of the Act are met. 

(2) Timing of certification. (i) For an 
exception under § 431.54(d), the State 
may not institute the project until 
after it has submitted the certification 
and CMS has made the findings re-
quired under the Act, and so notified 
the State. 

(ii) For exceptions under § 431.54 (e) or 
(f), the State must submit the certifi-
cate by the end of the quarter in which 
it implements the project. 

[56 FR 8847, Mar. 1, 1991, as amended at 67 FR 
41094, June 14, 2002; 72 FR 68091, Dec. 4, 2007] 

§ 431.52 Payments for services fur-
nished out of State. 

(a) Statutory basis. Section 1902(a)(16) 
of the Act authorizes the Secretary to 
prescribe State plan requirements for 
furnishing Medicaid to State residents 
who are absent from the State. 

(b) Payment for services. A State plan 
must provide that the State will pay 
for services furnished in another State 
to the same extent that it would pay 
for services furnished within its bound-
aries if the services are furnished to a 

recipient who is a resident of the State, 
and any of the following conditions is 
met: 

(1) Medical services are needed be-
cause of a medical emergency; 

(2) Medical services are needed and 
the recipient’s health would be endan-
gered if he were required to travel to 
his State of residence; 

(3) The State determines, on the 
basis of medical advice, that the need-
ed medical services, or necessary sup-
plementary resources, are more readily 
available in the other State; 

(4) It is general practice for recipi-
ents in a particular locality to use 
medical resources in another State. 

(c) Cooperation among States. The plan 
must provide that the State will estab-
lish procedures to facilitate the fur-
nishing of medical services to individ-
uals who are present in the State and 
are eligible for Medicaid under another 
State’s plan. 

§ 431.53 Assurance of transportation. 
A State plan must— 
(a) Specify that the Medicaid agency 

will ensure necessary transportation 
for recipients to and from providers; 
and 

(b) Describe the methods that the 
agency will use to meet this require-
ment. 

[74 FR 31195, June 30, 2009] 

§ 431.54 Exceptions to certain State 
plan requirements. 

(a) Statutory basis—(1) Section 1915(a) 
of the Act provides that a State shall 
not be deemed to be out of compliance 
with the requirements of sections 
1902(a)(1), (10), or (23) of the Act solely 
because it has elected any of the excep-
tions set forth in paragraphs (b) and (d) 
through (f) of this section. 

(2) Section 1915(g) of the Act provides 
that a State may provide, as medical 
assistance, targeted case management 
services under the plan without regard 
to the requirements of sections 
1902(a)(1) and 1902(a)(10)(B) of the Act. 

(b) Additional services under a prepay-
ment system. If the Medicaid agency 
contracts on a prepayment basis with 
an organization that provides services 
additional to those offered under the 
State plan, the agency may restrict the 
provision of the additional services to 
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