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§140.10

Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah,
Washington, and Wyoming.

[69 FR 41426, July 9, 2004, as amended at 72
FR 16269, Apr. 4, 2007]

Subpart B—Functions

§140.10 The Commission.

The Commission is composed of a
Chairman and four other Commis-
sioners, not more than three of whom
may be members of the same political
party, who are appointed by the Presi-
dent, with the advice and consent of
the Senate, for 5-year terms, one term
ending each year. The Commission is
assisted by a staff, which includes law-
yers, economists, accountants, inves-
tigators and examiners, as well as ad-
ministrative and clerical employees.

[41 FR 28474, July 12, 1976]

§140.11 Emergency action by the sen-
ior Commissioner available.

(a) Authority of senior Commissioner.
When it is not feasible to convene a
quorum of the Commission, the Senior
Commissioner present at the principal
offices of the Commission (or, during
non-business hours, available in the
Washington, DC area) may take emer-
gency action on behalf of and in the
name of the Commission in accordance
with the procedures set forth in this
section. Members of the Commission
shall be considered senior in the fol-
lowing order: The Chairman, the Vice-
Chairman, and other Commissioners in
order of their length of service on the
Commission. Where two or more Com-
missioners have commenced their serv-
ice on the same date, the Commis-
sioner whose unexpired term in office
is the longest will be considered senior.

(b) Exercise of authority. Subject to
the right of the Commission to review
any emergency action taken as herein-
after provided, the Senior Commis-
sioner may act on behalf of and in the
name of the Commission with respect
to all of the functions of the Commis-
sion except general rulemaking func-
tions: Provided, however, That the Sen-
ior Commissioner shall not exercise
any authority on behalf of the Commis-
sion (1) without consultation with such
other member of the Commission as
may at the time be present at the Com-
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mission’s offices in Washington, DC,
and without a reasonable attempt to
consult, by telephone, with other mem-
bers of the Commission; and (2) unless,
in the opinion of the Senior Commis-
sioner (after consulting with the Gen-
eral Counsel or his deputy or associate,
and such other members of the Com-
mission staff as the Senior Commis-
sioner deems appropriate) the public
interest requires that action be taken
prior to the next scheduled meeting of
the Commission.

(c) Report to the Commission. The exer-
cise of Senior Commissioner authority
shall be reported to the Commission
within one business day thereafter ei-
ther by the Senior Commissioner or at
his direction, and shall be recorded by
the Secretariat in the Minute Record
of all official actions of the Commis-
sion. The Secretariat shall promptly
notify any directly affected person of
the action taken and that it was the
Senior Commissioner available, rather
than the Commission as a whole, who
took the action.

(d) Review by the Commission. The
Commission may, in the following cir-
cumstances, review any action taken
under Senior Commissioner authority
and may affirm, modify, alter or set
aside the decision:

(1) Upon the request of any member
of the Commission, any action taken
by a Senior Commissioner shall be re-
viewed by the Commission.

(2) In the event action by a Senior
Commissioner suspends, denies or re-
vokes or otherwise directly and ad-
versely affects any license, right or
privilege of any person, that person
may in writing request review by the
Commission and shall be entitled to
have the action of the Senior Commis-
sioner reviewed by the Commission.

(3) The Commission may, in its dis-
cretion, review any action taken by a
Senior Commissioner upon petition by
any other person.

(e) Final effect of action by Senior Com-
missioner. In any matter, the action
taken under Senior Commissioner au-
thority shall be deemed the action of
the Commission unless and until the
Commission shall otherwise direct.

[41 FR 28474, July 12, 1976]
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