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or chief staff officer while he or she is 
executing the duties of that office. 

(b) The officers of a staff shall be re-
sponsible for the performance of those 
duties assigned to them by the com-
mander and shall advise the com-
mander on all matters pertaining 
thereto. In the performance of their 
staff duties they shall have no com-
mand authority of their own. In car-
rying out such duties, they shall act 
for, and in the name of, the com-
mander. 

ADMINISTRATION AND DISCIPLINE 

§ 700.720 Administration and dis-
cipline: Staff embarked. 

In matters of general discipline, the 
staff of a commander embarked and all 
enlisted persons serving with the staff 
shall be subject to the internal regula-
tions and routine of the ship. They 
shall be assigned regular stations for 
battle and emergencies. Enlisted per-
sons serving with the staff shall be as-
signed to the ship for administration 
and discipline, except in the case of a 
staff embarked for passage only, and 
provided in that case that an organiza-
tion exists and is authorized to act for 
such purposes. 

§ 700.721 Administration and dis-
cipline: Staff based ashore. 

When a staff is based ashore, the en-
listed persons serving with the staff 
shall, when practicable, be assigned to 
an appropriated activity for purposes 
of administration and discipline. The 
staff officers may be similarly as-
signed. Members of a staff assigned for 
any purpose to a command or activity 
shall conform in matters of general dis-
cipline to the internal regulations and 
routine of that command or activity. 

§ 700.722 Administration and dis-
cipline: Staff unassigned to an ad-
ministrative command. 

(a) When it is not practicable to as-
sign enlisted persons serving with the 
staff of a commander to an established 
activity for administration and dis-
cipline, the commander may designate 
an officer of the staff to act as the 
commanding officer of such persons 
and shall notify the Judge Advocate 
General and the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, or the Chief of Naval 

Personnel, as appropriate, of such ac-
tion. 

(b) If the designating commander de-
sires the commanding officer of staff 
enlisted personnel to possess authority 
to convene courts-martial, the com-
mander should request the Judge Advo-
cate General to obtain such authoriza-
tion from the Secretary of the Navy. 

§ 700.723 Administration and dis-
cipline: Separate and detached 
command. 

Any flag or general officer in com-
mand, any officer authorized to con-
vene general courts-martial, or the 
senior officer present may designate 
organizations which are separate or de-
tached commands. Such officer shall 
state in writing that it is a separate or 
detached command and shall inform 
the Judge Advocate General of the ac-
tion taken. If authority to convene 
courts-martial is desired for the com-
manding officer or officer in charge of 
such separate or detached command, 
the officer designating the organiza-
tion as separate or detached shall re-
quest the Judge Advocate general to 
obtain authorization from the Sec-
retary of the Navy. 

Subpart H—The Commanding 
Officer 

COMMANDING OFFICERS IN GENERAL 

§ 700.801 Applicability. 
In addition to commanding officers, 

the provisions of this chapter shall 
apply, where pertinent, to aircraft 
commanders, officers in charge (includ-
ing warrant officers and petty officers 
when so detailed) and those persons 
standing the command duty. 

§ 700.802 Responsibility. 
(a) The responsibility of the com-

manding officer for his or her com-
mand is absolute, except when, and to 
the extent, relieved therefrom by com-
petent authority, or as provided other-
wise in these regulations. The author-
ity of the commanding officer is com-
mensurate with his or her responsi-
bility. While the commanding officer 
may, at his or her discretion, and when 
not contrary to law or regulations, del-
egate authority to subordinates for the 
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execution of details, such delegation of 
authority shall in no way relieve the 
commanding officer of his or her con-
tinued responsibility for the safety, 
well-being, and efficiency of the entire 
command. 

(b) A commanding officer who de-
parts from his or her orders or instruc-
tions, or takes official action which is 
not in accordance with such orders or 
instructions, does so upon his or her 
own responsibility and shall report im-
mediately the circumstances to the of-
ficer from whom the prior orders or in-
structions were received. Of particular 
importance is the commanding offi-
cer’s duty to take all necessary and ap-
propriate action in self-defense of the 
command. 

(c) The commanding officer shall be 
responsible for economy within his or 
her command. To this end the com-
manding officer shall require from his 
or her subordinates a rigid compliance 
with the regulations governing the re-
ceipt, accounting, and expenditure of 
public money and materials, and the 
implementation of improved manage-
ment techniques and procedures. 

(d) The commanding officer and his 
or her subordinates shall exercise lead-
ership through personal example, 
moral responsibility, and judicious at-
tention to the welfare of persons under 
their control or supervision. Such lead-
ership shall be exercised in order to 
achieve a positive, dominant influence 
on the performance of persons in the 
Department of the Navy. 

§ 700.804 Organization of commands. 

All commands and other activities of 
the Department of the Navy shall be 
organized and administered in accord-
ance with law, United States Navy 
Regulations, and the orders of com-
petent authority. All orders and in-
structions of the commanding officer 
shall be in accordance therewith. 

§ 700.809 Persons found under incrimi-
nating circumstances. 

(a) The commanding officer shall 
keep under restraint or surveillance, as 
necessary, any person not in the armed 
services of the United States who is 
found under incriminating or irregular 
circumstances within the command, 

and shall immediately initiate an in-
vestigation. 

(b) Should an investigation indicate 
that such person is not a fugitive from 
justice or has not committed or at-
tempted to commit an offense, he shall 
be released at the earliest opportunity, 
except: 

(1) If not a citizen of the United 
States, and the place of release is 
under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, the nearest federal immigra-
tion authorities shall be notified as to 
the time and place of release suffi-
ciently in advance to permit them to 
take such steps as they deem appro-
priate. 

(2) Such persons shall not be released 
in territory not under the jurisdiction 
of the United States without first ob-
taining the consent of the proper for-
eign authorities, except where the in-
vestigation shows that he entered the 
command from territory of the foreign 
state, or that he is a citizen or subject 
of that state. 

(c) If the investigation indicates that 
such person has committed or at-
tempted to commit an offense punish-
able under the authority of the com-
manding officer, the latter shall take 
such action as he deems necessary. 

(d) If the investigation indicates that 
such a person is a fugitive from justice, 
or has committed or attempted to com-
mit an offense which requires actions 
beyond the authority of the com-
manding officer, the latter shall, at the 
first opportunity, deliver such person, 
together with a statement of the cir-
cumstances, to the proper civil au-
thorities. 

(e) In all cases under paragraph (d) of 
this section, a report shall be made 
promptly to the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations or the Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps, as appropriate. 

§ 700.810 Rules for visits. 
(a) Commanding officers are respon-

sible for the control of visitors to their 
commands and shall comply with the 
relevant provisions of Department of 
the Navy concerning classified infor-
mation and physical security. 

(b) Commanding officers shall take 
such measures and impose such restric-
tions on visitors as are necessary to 
safeguard the classified material under 
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their jurisdiction. Arrangements for 
general visiting shall always be made 
with due regard for physical security 
and based on the assumption that for-
eign agents will be among the visitors. 

(c) Commanding officers and others 
officially concerned shall exercise rea-
sonable care to safeguard the persons 
and property of visitors to naval activi-
ties as well as taking those necessary 
precautions to safeguard the persons 
and property within the command. 

§ 700.811 Dealers, tradesmen, and 
agents. 

(a) In general, dealers or tradesmen 
or their agents shall not be admitted 
within a command, except as author-
ized by the commanding officer: 

(1) To conduct public business; 
(2) To transact specific private busi-

ness with individuals at the request of 
the latter; or 

(3) To furnish services and supplies 
which are necessary and are not other-
wise, or are insufficiently, available to 
the personnel of the command. 

(b) Personal commercial solicitation 
and the conduct of commercial trans-
actions are governed by policies of the 
Department of Defense. 

§ 700.812 Postal matters. 

Commanding officers shall ensure 
that mail and postal funds are adminis-
tered in accordance with instructions 
issued by the Postmaster General and 
approved for the naval service by the 
Chief of Naval Operations, and instruc-
tions issued by the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, the Chief of Naval Personnel, or 
the Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
as appropriate; and that postal clerks 
or other persons authorized to handle 
mail perform their duties strictly in 
accordance with those instructions. 

§ 700.815 Deaths. 

The commanding officer, in the event 
of the death of any person within his or 
her command, shall ensure that the 
cause of death and the circumstances 
under which death occurred are estab-
lished, that the provisions of the Man-
ual of the Judge Advocate General are 
adhered to in documenting the cause 
and circumstances, and that the appro-
priate casualty report is submitted. 

§ 700.816 The American National Red 
Cross. 

(a) Pursuant to the request of the 
Secretary of the Navy, and subject to 
such instructions as the Secretary may 
issue, the American National Red Cross 
is authorized to conduct a program of 
welfare, including social, financial, 
medical and dental aid, for naval per-
sonnel; to assist in matters pertaining 
to prisoners of war; and to provide such 
other services as are appropriate func-
tions for the Red Cross. The American 
National Red Cross is the only volun-
teer society authorized by the Govern-
ment to render medical and dental aid 
to the armed forces of the United 
States. Other organizations desiring to 
render medical and dental aid may do 
so only through the Red Cross. 

(b) Requests for Red Cross services 
shall be made to the Chief of Naval 
Personnel or the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps or, in the case of medical 
services, to the Commander, Naval 
Medical Command. 

(c) Activities and personnel of the 
American National Red Cross in areas 
subject to naval jurisdiction shall con-
form to such administrative regula-
tions as may be prescribed by appro-
priate naval authority. 

(d) Red Cross personnel shall be con-
sidered to have the status of commis-
sioned officers, subject to such restric-
tions as may be imposed by the Chief of 
Naval Personnel or the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps. 

§ 700.819 Records. 

The commanding officer shall require 
that records relative to personnel, ma-
terial and operations, as required by 
current instructions, are maintained 
properly by those responsible therefor. 

§ 700.822 Delivery of personnel to civil 
authorities and service of subpoena 
or other process. 

(a) Commanding officers or other per-
sons in authority shall not deliver any 
person in the naval service to civil au-
thorities except as provided by the 
Manual of the Judge Advocate General. 

(b) Commanding officers are author-
ized to permit the service of subpoenas 
or other process as provided by the 
Manual of the Judge Advocate General. 
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§ 700.826 Physical security. 
(a) The commanding officer shall 

take appropriate action to safeguard 
personnel, to prevent unauthorized ac-
cess to installations, equipment, mate-
rials and documents, and to safeguard 
them against acts of sabotage, damage, 
theft, or terrorism. 

(b) The commanding officer shall 
take action to protect and maintain 
the security of the command against 
dangers from fire, windstorms, or other 
acts of nature. 

§ 700.827 Effectiveness for service. 
The commanding officer shall: 
(a) Exert every effort to maintain the 

command in a state of maximum effec-
tiveness for war or other service con-
sistent with the degree of readiness as 
may be prescribed by proper authority. 
Effectiveness for service is directly re-
lated to the state of personnel and ma-
terial readiness; and 

(b) Make him or herself aware of the 
progress of any repairs, the status of 
spares, repair parts and other compo-
nents, personnel readiness and other 
factors or conditions that could lessen 
the effectiveness of his or her com-
mand. When the effectiveness is less-
ened appreciably, that fact shall be re-
ported to appropriate superiors. 

§ 700.828 Search by foreign authori-
ties. 

(a) The commanding officer shall not 
permit a ship under his or her com-
mand to be searched on any pretense 
whatsoever by any person representing 
a foreign state, nor permit any of the 
personnel within the confines of his or 
her command to be removed from the 
command by such person, so long as he 
has the capacity to repel such act. If 
force should be exerted to compel sub-
mission, the commanding officer is to 
resist that force to the utmost of his or 
her power. 

(b) Except as may be provided by 
international agreement, the com-
manding officer of a shore activity 
shall not permit his or her command to 
be searched by any person representing 
a foreign state, nor permit any of the 
personnel within the confines of his or 
her command to be removed from the 
command by such person, so long as he 
or she has the power to resist. 

§ 700.832 Environmental pollution. 

The commanding officer shall cooper-
ate with Federal, state and local gov-
ernmental authorities in the preven-
tion, control and abatement of environ-
mental pollution. If the requirements 
of any environmental law cannot be 
achieved because of operational consid-
erations, insufficient resources or 
other reason, the commanding officer 
shall report to the immediate superior 
in the chain of command. The com-
manding officer shall be aware of exist-
ing policies regarding pollution con-
trol, and should recommend remedial 
measures when appropriate. 

§ 700.834 Care of ships, aircraft, vehi-
cles and their equipment. 

The commanding officer shall cause 
such inspections and tests to be made 
and procedures carried out as are pre-
scribed by competent authority, to-
gether with such others as he or she 
deems necessary, to ensure the proper 
preservation, repair, maintenance and 
operation of any ship, aircraft, vehicle, 
and their equipment assigned to his or 
her command. 

§ 700.835 Work, facilities, supplies, or 
services for other Government de-
partments, State or local govern-
ments, foreign governments, private 
parties and morale, welfare, and 
recreational activities. 

(a) Work may be done for or on facili-
ties, supplies, or services furnished to 
departments and agencies of the Fed-
eral and State governments, local gov-
ernments, foreign governments, private 
parties, and morale, welfare, and rec-
reational activities with the approval 
of a commanding officer provided: 

(1) The cost does not exceed limita-
tions the Secretary of the Navy may 
approve or specify; and 

(2) In the case of private parties, it is 
in the interest of the government to do 
so and there is no issue of competition 
with private industry; and 

(3) In the case of foreign govern-
ments, a disqualification of a govern-
ment has not been issued for the bene-
fits of this article. 

(b) Work shall not be started nor fa-
cilities, supplies, or services furnished 
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morale, welfare, and recreational ac-
tivities not classified as instrumental-
ities of the United States, or state or 
local governments or private parties, 
until funds to cover the estimated cost 
have been deposited with the com-
manding officer or unless otherwise 
provided by law. 

(c) Work shall not be started, nor fa-
cilities, supplies, or services furnished 
other Federal Government depart-
ments and agencies, or expenses 
charged to non-appropriated funds of 
morale, welfare and recreational ac-
tivities classified as instrumentalities 
of the United States, until reimburs-
able funding arrangements have been 
made. 

(d) Work, facilities, supplies, or serv-
ices furnished non-appropriated fund 
activities classified as instrumental-
ities of the United States in the Navy 
Comptroller Manual shall be funded in 
accordance with regulations of the 
Comptroller of the Navy. 

(e) Supplies or services may be fur-
nished to naval vessels and military 
aircraft of friendly foreign govern-
ments (unless otherwise provided by 
law or international treaty or agree-
ment): 

(1) On a reimbursable basis without 
an advancement of funds, when in the 
best interest of the United States: 

(i) Routine port services (including 
pilotage, tugs, garbage removal, 
linehandling and utilities) in terri-
torial waters or waters under United 
States control. 

(ii) Routine airport services (includ-
ing air traffic control, parking, serv-
icing and use of runways). 

(iii) Miscellaneous supplies (includ-
ing fuel, provisions, spare parts, and 
general stores) but not ammunition. 
Supplies are subject to approval of the 
cognizant fleet or force commanders 
when provided overseas. 

(iv) With approval of Chief of Naval 
Operations in each instance, overhauls, 
repairs, and alterations together with 
necessary equipment and its installa-
tion required in connection therewith, 
to vessels and military aircraft. 

(2) Routine port and airport services 
may be furnished at no cost to the for-
eign government concerned where such 
services are provided by persons of the 

naval service without direct cost to the 
Department of the Navy. 

(f) In cases of emergency involving 
possible loss of life or valuable prop-
erty, work may be started or facilities 
furnished prior to authorization, or 
provision for payment, but in all such 
cases a detailed report of the facts and 
circumstances shall be made promptly 
to the Secretary of the Navy or the ap-
propriate authority. 

(g) Charges and accounting for any 
work, supplies, or services shall be as 
prescribed in the Navy Comptroller 
Manual. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS AFLOAT 

§ 700.840 Unauthorized persons on 
board. 

The commanding officer shall satisfy 
him or herself that there is no unau-
thorized person on board before pro-
ceeding to sea or commencing a flight. 

§ 700.841 Control of passengers. 

(a) Control of passage in and pro-
tracted visits to aircraft and ships of 
the Navy by all persons, within or 
without the Department of the Navy, 
shall be exercised by the Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be 
interpreted as prohibiting the senior 
officer present from authorizing the 
passage in ships and aircraft of the 
Navy by such persons as he or she 
judges necessary in the public interest 
or in the interest of humanity. The 
senior officer present shall report the 
circumstances to the Chief of Naval 
Operations when he or she gives such 
authorization. 

§ 700.842 Authority over passengers. 

Except as otherwise provided in these 
regulations or in orders from com-
petent authority, all passengers in a 
ship or aircraft of the naval service are 
subject to the authority of the com-
manding officer and shall conform to 
the internal regulations and routine of 
the ship or aircraft. The commanding 
officer of such ship or aircraft shall 
take no disciplinary action against a 
passenger not in the naval service, 
other than that authorized by law. The 
commanding officer may, when he or 
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she deems such an action to be nec-
essary for the safety of the ship or air-
craft or of any persons embarked, sub-
ject a passenger not in the naval serv-
ice to such restraint as the cir-
cumstances require until such time as 
delivery to the proper authorities is 
possible. A report of the matter shall 
be made to an appropriate superior of 
the passenger. 

§ 700.844 Marriages on board. 
The commanding officer shall not 

perform a marriage ceremony on board 
his or her ship or aircraft. He or she 
shall not permit a marriage ceremony 
to be performed on board when the ship 
or aircraft is outside the territory of 
the United States, except: 

(a) In accordance with local laws and 
the laws of the state, territory, or dis-
trict in which the parties are domi-
ciled, and 

(b) In the presence of a diplomatic or 
consular official of the United States, 
who has consented to issue the certifi-
cates and make the returns required by 
the consular regulations. 

§ 700.845 Maintenance of logs. 
(a) A deck log and an engineering log 

shall be maintained by each ship in 
commission, and by such other ships 
and craft as may be designated by the 
Chief of Naval Operations. 

(b) A compass record shall be main-
tained as an adjunct to the deck log. 
An engineer’s bell book shall be main-
tained as an adjunct to the engineering 
log. 

(c) The Chief of Naval Operations 
shall prescribe regulations governing 
the contents and preparation of the 
deck and engineering logs and adjunct 
records. 

(d) In the case of a ship or craft 
equipped with automated data logging 
equipment, the records generated by 
such equipment satisfy the require-
ments of this section. 

§ 700.846 Status of logs. 
The deck log, the engineering log, 

the compass record, the bearing hooks, 
the engineer’s bell book, and any 
records generated by automated data 
logging equipment shall each con-
stitute an official record of the com-
mand. 

§ 700.847 Responsibility of a master of 
an in-service ship of the Military 
Sealift Command. 

(a) In an in-service ship of the Mili-
tary Sealift Command, the master’s re-
sponsibility is absolute, except when, 
and to the extent, relieved therefrom 
by competent authority. The authority 
of the master is commensurate with 
the master’s responsibility. The master 
is responsible for the safety of the ship 
and all persons on board. He or she is 
responsible for the safe navigation and 
technical operation of the ship and has 
paramount authority over all persons 
on board. He or she is responsible for 
the preparation of the abandon ship 
bill and has exclusive authority to 
order the ship abandoned. The master 
may, using discretion, and when not 
contrary to law or regulation, delegate 
authority for operation of shipboard 
functions to competent subordinates. 
However, such delegation of authority 
shall in no way relieve the master of 
continued responsibility for the safety, 
well-being, and efficiency of the ship. 

(b) All orders and instructions of the 
master shall be in accordance with ap-
propriate laws of the United States, 
and all applicable orders and regula-
tions of the Navy, Military Sealift 
Command, and the Office of Personnel 
Management. A master who departs 
from the orders or instructions of com-
petent authority or takes official ac-
tion contrary to such orders or instruc-
tions, shall report immediately the cir-
cumstances to the authority from 
whom the prior orders or instructions 
were received. 

§ 700.848 Relations with merchant sea-
men. 

When in foreign waters, the com-
manding officer, with the approval of 
the senior officer present, may receive 
on board as supernumeraries for ra-
tions and passage: 

(a) Distressed seamen of the United 
States for passage to the United 
States, provided they bind themselves 
to be amenable in all respects to Navy 
Regulations. 

(b) As prisoners, seamen from mer-
chant vessels of the United States, pro-
vided that the witnesses necessary to 
substantiate the charges against them 
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are received, or adequate means adopt-
ed to ensure the presence of such wit-
nesses on arrival of the prisoners at the 
place where they are to be delivered to 
the civil authorities. 

§ 700.855 Status of boats. 

(a) Boats shall be regarded in all 
matters concerning the rights, privi-
leges and comity of nations as part of 
the ship or aircraft to which they be-
long. 

(b) In ports where war, insurrection 
or armed conflict exists or threatens, 
the commanding officer shall: 

(1) Require that boats away from the 
ship or aircraft have some appropriate 
and competent person in charge; and 

(2) See that steps are taken to make 
their nationality evident at all times. 

§ 700.856 Pilotage. 

(a) The commanding officer shall: 
(1) Pilot the ship under all ordinary 

circumstances, but he may employ pi-
lots whenever, in his or her judgment 
such employment is prudent; 

(2) Not call a pilot on board until the 
ship is ready to proceed; 

(3) Not retain a pilot on board after 
the ship has reached her destination or 
a point where the pilot is no longer re-
quired; 

(4) Give preference to licensed pilots; 
and 

(5) Pay pilots no more than the local 
rates. 

(b) A pilot is merely an adviser to the 
commanding officer. The presence on 
board of a pilot shall not relieve the 
commanding officer or any subordinate 
from his or her responsibility for the 
proper performance of the duties with 
which he or she may be charged con-
cerning the navigation and handling of 
the ship. For an exception to the provi-
sions of this paragraph, see ‘‘Rules and 
Regulations Covering Navigation of the 
Panama Canal and Adjacent Waters,’’ 
(35 CFR Chapter I, subchapter C) which 
directs that the pilot assigned to a ves-
sel in those waters shall have control 
of the navigation and movement of the 
vessel. Also see the provisions of these 
regulations concerning the navigation 
of ships at a naval shipyard or station, 
or in entering or leaving drydock. 

§ 700.857 Safe navigation and regula-
tions governing operation of ships 
and aircraft. 

(a) The commanding officer is re-
sponsible for the safe navigation of his 
or her ship or aircraft, except as pre-
scribed otherwise in these regulations 
for ships at a naval shipyard or station, 
in drydock, or in the Panama Canal. 
During an armed conflict, an exercise 
simulating armed conflict, or an au-
thorized law enforcement activity, 
competent authority may modify the 
use of lights or other safeguards 
against collision. Except in time of ac-
tual armed conflict, such modifications 
will be authorized only when ships or 
aircraft clearly will not be hazarded. 

(b) Professional standards and regu-
lations governing shiphandling, safe 
navigation, safe anchoring and related 
operational matters shall be promul-
gated by the Chief of Naval Operations. 

(c) Professional standards and regula-
tions governing the operation of naval 
aircraft and related matters shall be 
promulgated by the Chief of Naval Op-
erations or the Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps, as appropriate. 

(d) The Commanding Officer is re-
sponsible for ensuring that weather 
and oceanic effects are considered in 
the effective and safe operation of his 
or her ship or aircraft. 

§ 700.859 Quarantine. 

(a) The commanding officer or air-
craft commander of a ship or aircraft 
shall comply with all quarantine regu-
lations and restrictions, United States 
or foreign, for the port or area within 
which the ship or aircraft is located. 

(b) The commanding officer shall 
give all information required by au-
thorized foreign officials, insofar as 
permitted by military security, and 
will meet the quarantine requirements 
promulgated by proper authority for 
United States or foreign ports. How-
ever, nothing in this section shall be 
interpreted as authorizing commanding 
officers to permit on board inspections 
by foreign officials, or to modify in any 
manner the provisions of § 700.828 of 
these regulations. 

(c) The commanding officer shall 
allow no intercourse with a port or 
area or with other ships or aircraft 
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until after consultation with local 
health authorities when: 

(1) Doubt exists as to the sanitary 
regulations or health conditions of the 
port or area; 

(2) A quarantine condition exists 
aboard the ship or aircraft; 

(3) Coming from a suspected port or 
area, or one actually under quarantine. 

(d) No concealment shall be made of 
any circumstance that may subject a 
ship or aircraft of the Navy to quar-
antine. 

(e) Should there appear at any time 
on board a ship or aircraft conditions 
which present a hazard of introduction 
of a communicable disease outside the 
ship or aircraft, the commanding offi-
cer or aircraft commander shall at 
once report the fact to the senior offi-
cer present, to other appropriate high-
er authorities and, if in port, to the 
health authorities having quarantine 
jurisdiction. The commanding officer 
or aircraft commander shall prevent 
all contracts likely to spread disease 
until pratique is received. The com-
manding officer of a ship in port shall 
hoist the appropriate signal. 

§ 700.860 Customs and immigration in-
spections. 

(a) The commanding officer or air-
craft commander shall facilitate any 
proper examination which it may be 
the duty of a customs officer or immi-
gration officer of the United States to 
make on board the ship or aircraft. The 
commanding officer or air craft com-
mander shall not permit a foreign cus-
toms officer or an immigration officer 
to make any examination whatsoever, 
except as hereinafter provided, on 
board the ship, aircraft or boats under 
his or her command. 

(b) When a ship or aircraft of the 
Navy or a public vessel manned by 
naval personnel and operating under 
the direction of the Department of the 
Navy is carrying cargo for private com-
mercial account, such cargo shall be 
subject to the local customs regula-
tions of the port, domestic or foreign, 
in which the ship or aircraft may be, 
and in all matters relating to such 
cargo, the procedure prescribed for pri-
vate merchant vessels and aircraft 
shall be followed. Government-owned 
stores or cargo in such ship or aircraft 

not landed nor intended to be landed 
nor in any manner trafficked in, are, 
by the established precedent of inter-
national courtesy, exempt from cus-
toms duties, but a declaration of such 
stores or cargo, when required by local 
customs regulations, shall be made. 
Commanding officers shall prevent, as 
far as possible, disputes with the local 
authorities in such cases, but shall pro-
tect the ship or aircraft and the Gov-
ernment-owned stores and cargo from 
any search or seizure. 

(c) Upon arrival from a foreign coun-
try, at the first port of entry in United 
States territory, the commanding offi-
cer, or the senior officer of ships or air-
craft in company, shall notify the col-
lector of the port. Each individual 
aboard shall, in accordance with cus-
toms regulations, submit a list of arti-
cles purchased or otherwise acquired 
by him abroad. Dutiable articles shall 
not be landed until the customs officer 
has completed his inspection. 

(d) Commanding officers of naval ves-
sels and aircraft transporting United 
States civilian and foreign military 
and civilian passengers shall satisfy 
themselves that the passenger clear-
ance requirements of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service are com-
plied with upon arrival at points with-
in the jurisdiction of the United 
States. Clearance for such passengers 
by an immigration officer is necessary 
upon arrival from foreign ports and at 
the completion of movements between 
any of the following: Continental 
United States (including Alaska and 
Hawaii), the Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, 
Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, or other outlying places sub-
ject to United States jurisdiction. 
Commanding officers, prior to arriving, 
shall advise the cognizant naval or ci-
vilian port authority of the aforemen-
tioned passengers aboard and shall de-
tain them for clearance as required by 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service. 

(e) The provisions of this section 
shall not be construed to require delay-
ing the movements of any ship or air-
craft of the Navy in the performance of 
her assigned duty. 
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SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES/SHIPS IN 
NAVAL STATIONS AND SHIPYARDS 

§ 700.871 Responsibility for safety of 
ships and craft at a naval station or 
shipyard. 

(a) The commanding officer of a 
naval station or shipyard shall be re-
sponsible for the care and safety of all 
ships and craft at such station or ship-
yard not under a commanding officer 
or assigned to another authority, and 
for any damage that may be done by or 
to them. In addition, the commanding 
officer of a naval station or shipyard 
shall be responsible for the safe execu-
tion of work performed by that activ-
ity upon any ship located at the activ-
ity. 

(b) It shall be the responsibility of 
the commanding officer of a ship in 
commission which is undergoing over-
haul, or which is otherwise immo-
bilized at a naval station or shipyard, 
to request such services as are nec-
essary to ensure the safety of the ship. 
The commanding officer of the naval 
station or shipyard shall be responsible 
for providing requested services in a 
timely and adequate manner. 

(c) When a ship or craft not under her 
own power is being moved by direction 
of the commanding officer of a naval 
station or shipyard, that officer shall 
be responsible for any damage that 
may result therefrom. The pilot or 
other person designated for the purpose 
shall be in direct charge of such move-
ment, and all persons on board shall 
cooperate with and assist the pilot as 
necessary. Responsibility for such ac-
tions in a private shipyard will be as-
signed by contract to the contractor. 

(d) When a ship operating under her 
own power is being drydocked, the 
commanding officer shall be fully re-
sponsible for the safety of his ship 
until the extremity of the ship first to 
enter the drydock reaches the dock sill 
and the ship is pointed fair for entering 
the drydock. The docking officer shall 
then take charge and complete the 
docking, remaining in charge until the 
ship has been properly landed, bilge 
blocks hauled, and the dock pumped 
down. In undocking, the docking offi-
cer shall assume charge when flooding 
the dock preparatory to undocking is 
started, and shall remain in charge 

until the extremity of the ship last to 
leave the dock clears the sill, and the 
ship is pointed fair for leaving the dry-
dock, when the ship’s commanding offi-
cer shall assume responsibility for the 
safety and control of the ship. 

(e) When a naval ship is to be 
drydocked in a private shipyard under 
a contract being administered by a su-
pervisor of shipbuilding, the respon-
sibilities of the commanding officer are 
the same as in the case of drydocking 
in a naval shipyard. The responsibil-
ities for the safety of the actual 
drydocking, normally assigned to the 
commanding officer of a naval shipyard 
through the docking officer, will be as-
signed by contract to the contractor. 
The supervisor of shipbuilding is re-
sponsible, however, for ensuring that 
the contractor facilities, methods, op-
erations, and qualifications meet the 
standards of efficiency and safety pre-
scribed by Navy directives. 

(f) If the ship is elsewhere than at a 
naval station or shipyard, the relation-
ship between the commanding officer 
and the supervisor of shipbuilding, or 
other appropriate official, shall be the 
same as that between the commanding 
officer and the commanding officer of a 
naval station or naval shipyard as 
specified in this article. 

§ 700.872 Ships and craft in drydock. 
(a) The commanding officer of a ship 

in drydock shall be responsible for ef-
fecting adequate closure, during such 
periods as they will be unattended, of 
all openings in the ship’s bottom upon 
which no work is being undertaken by 
the docking activity. The commanding 
officer of the docking activity shall be 
responsible for the closing, at the end 
of working hours, of all valves and 
other openings in the ship’s bottom 
upon which work is being undertaken 
by the docking activity, when such 
closing is practicable. 

(b) Prior to undocking, the com-
manding officer of a ship shall report 
to the docking officer any material 
changes in the amount and location of 
weights on board which have been 
made by the ship’s force while in dock, 
and shall ensure, and so report, that all 
sea valves and other openings in the 
ship’s bottom are properly closed. The 
level of water in the dock shall not be 
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permitted to rise above the keel blocks 
prior to receipt of this report. The 
above valves and openings shall be 
tended during flooding of the dock. 

(c) When a ship or craft, not in com-
mission, is in a naval drydock, the pro-
visions of this article shall apply, ex-
cept that the commanding officer of 
the docking activity or his representa-
tive shall act in the capacity of the 
commanding officer of the ship or 
craft. 

(d) When a naval ship or craft is in 
drydock in a private shipyard, respon-
sibility for actions normally assigned 
by the commanding officer of the dock-
ing activity will be assigned by con-
tract to the contractor. 

§ 700.873 Inspection incident to com-
missioning of ships. 

When a ship is to be commissioned, 
the authority designated to place such 
ship in commission shall, just prior to 
commissioning, cause an inspection to 
be made to determine the cleanliness 
and readiness of the ship to receive its 
crew and outfit. In the case of the de-
livery of a ship by a contractor, the 
above inspection shall precede accept-
ance of the ship. A copy of the report of 
this inspection shall be furnished the 
officer detailed to command the ship 
and to appropriate commands. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES/PROSPECTIVE 
COMMANDING OFFICERS 

§ 700.880 Duties of the prospective 
commanding officer of a ship. 

(a) Except as may be prescribed by 
the Chief of Naval Operations, the pro-
spective commanding officer of a ship 
not yet commissioned shall have no 
independent authority over the prepa-
ration of the ship for service by virtue 
of his assignment to such duty, until 
the ship is commissioned and placed 
under his or her command. The pro-
spective commanding officer shall: 

(1) Procure from the commander of 
the naval shipyard or the supervisor of 
shipbuilding the general arrangement 
plans of the ship, and all pertinent in-
formation relative to the general con-
dition of the ship and the work being 
undertaken on the hull, machinery and 
equipment, upon reporting for duty; 

(2) Inspect the ship as soon after re-
porting for duty as practicable, and fre-
quently thereafter, in order to keep 
him or herself informed of the state of 
her preparation for service. If, during 
the course of these inspections he or 
she notes an unsafe or potentially un-
safe condition, he or she shall report 
such fact to the commander of the 
naval shipyard or the supervisor of 
shipbuilding and to his or her superior 
for resolution; 

(3) Keep him or herself informed as to 
the progress of the work being done, in-
cluding tests of equipment, and make 
such recommendations to the com-
mander of the naval shipyard or the su-
pervisor of shipbuilding as he or her 
she deems appropriate; 

(4) Ensure that requisitions are sub-
mitted for articles to outfit the ship 
which are not otherwise being pro-
vided; 

(5) Prepare the organization of the 
ship; 

(6) Train the nucleus crew to effec-
tively and efficiently take charge of 
and operate the ship upon commis-
sioning; and 

(7) Make such reports as may be re-
quired by higher authority, and include 
therein a statement of any deficiency 
in material or personnel. 

(b) If the prospective commanding of-
ficer does not consider the ship in prop-
er condition to be commissioned at the 
time the commander of the naval ship-
yard or the supervisor of shipbuilding 
signifies his intention of transferring 
the ship to the prospective com-
manding officer, he or she shall report 
that conclusion with his reasons there-
for, in writing, to the commander of 
the naval shipyard or the supervisor of 
shipbuilding and to the appropriate 
higher authority. 

(c) If the ship is elsewhere than at a 
naval shipyard, the relationship be-
tween the prospective commanding of-
ficer and the supervisor of ship-
building, or other appropriate official, 
shall be the same as that between the 
prospective commanding officer and 
the commander of a naval shipyard as 
specified in this article. 

(d) The Chief of Naval Operations 
shall be responsible for providing the 
commanding officer or prospective 
commanding officer of a naval nuclear 
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powered ship with the authority and 
direction necessary to carry out his or 
her responsibilities. 

Subpart I—The Senior Officer 
Present 

CONTENTS 

§ 700.901 The senior officer present. 

Unless some other officer has been so 
designated by competent authority, 
the ‘‘senior officer present’’ is the sen-
ior line officer of the Navy on active 
duty, eligible for command at sea, who 
is present and in command of any part 
of the Department of the Navy in the 
locality or within an area prescribed by 
competent authority, except where per-
sonnel of both the Navy and the Marine 
Corps are present on shore and the offi-
cer of the Marine Corps who is in com-
mand is senior to the senior line officer 
of the Navy. In such cases, the officer 
of the Marine Corps shall be the senior 
officer present on shore. 

§ 700.902 Eligibility for command at 
sea. 

All officers of the line of the Navy, 
including Naval Reserve, on active 
duty, except those designated for the 
performance of engineering, aero-
nautical engineering or special duties, 
and except those limited duty officers 
who are not authorized to perform all 
deck duties afloat, are eligible for com-
mand at sea. 

§ 700.903 Authority and responsibility. 

At all times and places not excluded 
in these regulations, or in orders from 
competent authority, the senior officer 
present shall assume command and di-
rect the movements and efforts of all 
persons in the Department of the Navy 
present, when, in his or her judgment, 
the exercise of authority for the pur-
pose of cooperation or otherwise is nec-
essary. The senior officer present shall 
exercise this authority in a manner 
consistent with the operational com-
mand responsibility vested in the com-
manders of unified or specified com-
mands. 

§ 700.904 Authority of senior officer of 
the Marine Corps present. 

The authority and responsibility of 
the senior officer present are also con-
ferred upon the senior commanding of-
ficer of the Marine Corps present with 
respect to those units of the Marine 
Corps, including Navy personnel at-
tached, which are in the locality and 
not under the authority of the senior 
officer present. 

§ 700.922 Shore patrol. 
(a) When liberty is granted to any 

considerable number of persons, except 
in an area that can absorb them with-
out danger of disturbance or disorder, 
the senior officer present shall cause to 
be established, temporarily or perma-
nently, in charge of an officer, a suffi-
cient patrol of officers, petty officers, 
and noncommissioned officers to main-
tain order and suppress any unseemly 
conduct on the part of any person on 
liberty. The senior patrol officer shall 
communicate with the chief of police 
or other local officials and make such 
arrangements as may be practicable to 
aid the patrol in carrying out its duties 
properly. Such duties may include pro-
viding assistance to military personnel 
in relations with civil courts and po-
lice, arranging for release of service 
personnel from civil authorities to the 
parent command, and providing other 
services that favorably influence dis-
cipline and morale. 

(b) A patrol shall not be landed in 
any foreign port without first obtain-
ing the consent of the proper local offi-
cials. Tact must be used in requesting 
permission; and, unless it is given will-
ingly and cordially, the patrol shall 
not be landed. If consent cannot be ob-
tained, the size of liberty parties shall 
be held to such limits as may be nec-
essary to render disturbances unlikely. 

(c) Officers and enlisted personnel on 
patrol duty in a foreign country nor-
mally should not be armed. In the 
United States, officers and men may be 
armed as prescribed by the senior offi-
cer present. 

(d) No officer or enlisted person who 
is a member of the shore patrol or 
beach guard, or is assigned in support 
thereof, shall partake of or indulge in 
any form of intoxicating beverage or 
other form of intoxicant while on duty, 
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