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§ 216.2 Definitions. 

(a) The Forest Service Manual consists 
of numerous volumes organized by nu-
merically coded subject matter. The 
volumes contain legal authorities, re-
sponsibilities, delegations, and general 
instruction and direction needed on a 
continuous basis by Forest Service offi-
cers at more than one unit to plan and 
execute programs. The parent text is 
issued by the national headquarters 
and sets forth the policies, and other 
guidance applicable Service-wide. Na-
tional directives are supplemented, as 
necessary, by Forest Service field of-
fices. Supplements to the Forest Serv-
ice Manual are applicable only within 
the Forest Service organizational juris-
diction for which they are issued. The 
Forest Service Manual is revised to 
conform to changing law, orders, regu-
lations, or management needs. 

(b) Public participation activities are 
actions initiated by the Forest Service 
to facilitate an exchange of informa-
tion with the public. These actions in-
clude, but are not limited to, oral and 
written measures such as public no-
tices, letters, discussion papers, and 
gatherings such as meetings, work-
shops, and hearings. 

(c) Standards, criteria, and guidelines 
means those written policies, instruc-
tions, and orders, originated by the 
Forest Service and issued in the Forest 
Service Manual which establish the 
general framework for the manage-
ment and conduct of Forest Service 
programs. 

§ 216.3 Applicability; relationship to 
other public participation opportu-
nities. 

(a) The requirements described in 
this part do not apply to— 

(1) Rules or regulations promulgated 
according to the requirements of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 
553; 

(2) Instructions, procedures, and 
other material issued in Forest Service 
Handbooks; and 

(3) Proposed Manual directives which 
provide guidance and procedures on ad-
ministrative support activities such as 
personnel matters, procurement, serv-
ice contracting, and other routine busi-
ness operations of the agency. 

(b) This part does not supersede or 
replace the requirements of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act as set 
forth in 40 CFR part 1500 and chapter 
1950 of the Forest Service Manual. The 
requirements described in this part do 
not apply where equivalent public no-
tice and opportunity for comment on 
the contents of a proposed Manual di-
rective are provided during compliance 
with NEPA procedures. 

(c) The direction for management of 
many Forest Service programs is de-
veloped with public participation dur-
ing land and resource management 
planning part 219, and other activities. 
The relevant results of such public par-
ticipation shall be used in formulation 
of Forest Service Manual directives to 
avoid duplicating public participation 
efforts. 

(d) In addition to the opportunity for 
formal public review and comment of-
fered in this part, the public may infor-
mally review and comment on Manual 
material at other times. 

(e) These regulations do not prevent 
informal consultation with selected 
Federal, State, and local governments 
and the public when such consultation 
is deemed appropriate in formulating 
Manual material. 

§ 216.4 Determining the need for for-
mal public review of proposed Man-
ual directives. 

(a) Agency officials responsible for 
formulating Manual directives con-
taining applicable standards, criteria, 
and guidelines shall determine whether 
substantial public interest or con-
troversy concerning a proposed Manual 
directive can be expected. 

(b) The following shall be considered 
in making this determination: 

(1) Direct written or oral communica-
tion with those known to be interested 
in the proposal; 

(2) The degree to which the proposal 
is likely to adversely or beneficially af-
fect the general public as well as those 
known to be interested in the proposal; 

(3) The amount of change the pro-
posal represents from current direc-
tion; 

(4) The extent of recent news media 
coverage on subjects related to the pro-
posal; and 
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