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parties of the availability of the deci-
sion memo as soon as practical after
signing. While sections may be com-
bined or rearranged in the interest of
clarity and brevity, decision memos
must include the following content:

(1) A heading, which must identify:

(i) Title of document: Decision
Memo;

(ii) Agency and administrative unit;

(iii) Title of the proposed action; and

(iv) Location of the proposed action,
including administrative unit, county,
and State.

(2) Decision to be implemented and
the reasons for categorically excluding
the proposed action including:

(i) The category of the proposed ac-
tion;

(ii) The rationale for using the cat-
egory and, if more than one category
could have been used, why the specific
category was chosen;

(iii) A finding that no extraordinary
circumstances exist;

(3) Any interested and affected agen-
cies, organizations, and persons con-
tacted;

(4) Findings required by other laws
such as, but not limited to findings of
consistency with the forest land and
resource management plan as required
by the National Forest Management
Act; or a public interest determination
(36 CFR 254.3(¢));

(5) The date when the responsible of-
ficial intends to implement the deci-
sion and any conditions related to im-
plementation;

(6) Whether the decision is subject to
review or appeal, the applicable regula-
tions, and when and where to file a re-
quest for review or appeal;

(7) Name, address, and phone number
of a contact person who can supply fur-
ther information about the decision;
and

(8) The responsible official’s signa-
ture and date when the decision is
made.

§220.7 Environmental assessment and
decision notice.

(a) Environmental assessment. An envi-
ronmental assessment (EA) shall be
prepared for proposals as described in
§220.4(a) that are not categorically ex-
cluded from documentation (§220.6) and
for which the need of an EIS has not
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been determined (§220.5). An EA may
be prepared in any format useful to fa-
cilitate planning, decisionmaking, and
public disclosure as long as the require-
ments of paragraph (b) of this section
are met. The EA may incorporate by
reference information that is reason-
ably available to the public.

(b) An EA must include the following:

(1) Need for the proposal. The EA
must briefly describe the need for the
project.

(2) Proposed action and alter-
native(s). The EA shall briefly describe
the proposed action and alternative(s)
that meet the need for action. No spe-
cific number of alternatives is required
or prescribed.

(i) When there are no unresolved con-
flicts concerning alternative uses of
available resources (NEPA, section
102(2)(E)), the EA need only analyze the
proposed action and proceed without
consideration of additional alter-
natives.

(ii) The EA may document consider-
ation of a no-action alternative
through the effects analysis by con-
trasting the impacts of the proposed
action and any alternative(s) with the
current condition and expected future
condition if the proposed action were
not implemented.

(iii) The description of the proposal
and alternative(s) may include a brief
description of modifications and incre-
mental design features developed
through the analysis process to develop
the alternatives considered. The docu-
mentation of  these incremental
changes to a proposed action or alter-
natives may be incorporated by ref-
erence in accord with 40 CFR 1502.21.

(iv) The proposed action and one or
more alternatives to the proposed ac-
tion may include adaptive manage-
ment. An adaptive management pro-
posal or alternative must clearly iden-
tify the adjustment(s) that may be
made when monitoring during project
implementation indicates that the ac-
tion is not having its intended effect,
or is causing unintended and undesir-
able effects. The EA must disclose not
only the effect of the proposed action
or alternative but also the effect of the
adjustment. Such proposal or alter-
native must also describe the moni-
toring that would take place to inform



Forest Service, USDA

the responsible official whether the ac-
tion is having its intended effect.

(3) Environmental Impacts of the
Proposed Action and Alternative(s).
The EA:

(i) Shall briefly provide sufficient
evidence and analysis, including the
environmental impacts of the proposed
action and alternative(s), to determine
whether to prepare either an EIS or a
FONSI (40 CFR 1508.9);

(ii) Shall disclose the environmental
effects of any adaptive management
adjustments;

(iii) Shall describe the impacts of the
proposed action and any alternatives in
terms of context and intensity as de-
scribed in the definition of ‘‘signifi-
cantly’ at 40 CFR 1508.27;

(iv) May discuss the direct, indirect,
and cumulative impact(s) of the pro-
posed action and any alternatives to-
gether in a comparative description or
describe the impacts of each alter-
native separately; and

(v) May incorporate by reference
data, inventories, other information
and analyses.

(4) Agencies and Persons Consulted.

(c) Decision mnotice. If an EA and
FONSI have been prepared, the respon-
sible official must document a decision
to proceed with an action in a decision
notice unless law or regulation re-
quires another form of decision docu-
mentation (40 CFR 1508.13). A decision
notice must document the conclusions
drawn and the decision(s) made based
on the supporting record, including the
EA and FONSI. A decision notice must
include:

(1) A heading, which identifies the:

(i) Title of document;

(ii) Agency and administrative unit;

(iii) Title of the project; and

(iv) Location of the action, including
county and State.

(2) Decision and rationale;

(3) Brief summary of public involve-
ment;

(4) A statement incorporating by ref-
erence the EA and FONSI if not com-
bined with the decision notice;

(5) Findings required by other laws
and regulations applicable to the deci-
sion at the time of decision;

(6) Expected implementation date;

(7) Administrative review or appeal
opportunities and, when such opportu-
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nities exist, a citation to the applica-
ble regulations and directions on when
and where to file a request for review
or an appeal;

(8) Contact information, including
the name, address, and phone number
of a contact person who can supply ad-
ditional information; and

(9) Responsible Official’s signature,
and the date the notice is signed.

(d) Notification. The responsible offi-
cial shall notify interested and affected
parties of the availability of the EA,
FONSI and decision notice, as soon as
practicable after the decision notice is
signed.

PART 221—TIMBER MANAGEMENT
PLANNING

AUTHORITY: 30 Stat. 34, 44 Stat. 242; 16
U.S.C. 475, 616.

§221.3 Disposal of national forest tim-
ber according to management
plans.

(a) Management plans for national
forest timber resources shall be pre-
pared and revised, as needed, for work-
ing circles or other practicable units of
national forest. Such plans shall:

(1) Be designed to aid in providing a
continuous supply of national forest
timber for the use and necessities of
the citizens of the United States.

(2) Be based on the principle of sus-
tained yield, with due consideration to
the condition of the area and the tim-
ber stands covered by the plan.

(3) Provide, so far as feasible, an even
flow of national forest timber in order
to facilitate the stabilization of com-
munities and of opportunities for em-
ployment.

(4) Provide for coordination of timber
production and harvesting with other
uses of national forest land in accord-
ance with the principles of multiple
use management.

(5) Establish the allowable cutting
rate which is the maximum amount of
timber which may be cut from the na-
tional forest lands within the unit by
years or other periods.

(6) Be approved by the Chief, Forest
Service, unless authority for such ap-
proval shall be delegated to subordi-
nates by the Chief.
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