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PART 300 [RESERVED] 

PART 301—STATE PLAN APPROVAL 
AND GRANT PROCEDURES 

Sec. 
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 651 through 658, 659a, 
660, 664, 666, 667, 1301, and 1302. 

SOURCE: 40 FR 27157, June 26, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 301.0 Scope and applicability of this 
part. 

This part deals with the administra-
tion of title IV-D of the Social Security 
Act by the Federal Government includ-
ing actions on the State plan and 
amendments thereto and review of 
such actions; grants under the ap-
proved plan; review and audit of State 
and local expenditures; and reconsider-
ation of disallowances of expenditures 
for Federal financial participation. 

§ 301.1 General definitions. 
When used in this chapter, unless the 

context otherwise indicates: 
Act means the Social Security Act, 

and the title referred to is title IV-D of 
that Act. 

Agent of a Child means a caretaker 
relative having custody of or responsi-
bility for the child. 

Applicable matching rate means the 
rate of Federal funding of State IV-D 
programs’ administrative costs for the 
appropriate fiscal year. The applicable 
matching rate for FY 1990 and there-
after is 66 percent. 

Assigned support obligation means, un-
less otherwise specified, any support 
obligation which has been assigned to 
the State under section 408(a)(3) of the 
Act or section 471(a)(17) of the Act, or 
any medical support obligation or pay-
ment for medical care from any third 

party which has been assigned to the 
State under 42 CFR 433.146. 

Assignment means, unless otherwise 
specified, any assignment of rights to 
support under section 408(a)(3) of the 
Act or section 471(a)(17) of the Act, or 
any assignment of rights to medical 
support and to payment for medical 
care from any third party under 42 CFR 
433.146. 

Attorney of a Child means a licensed 
lawyer who has entered into an attor-
ney-client relationship with either the 
child or the child’s resident parent to 
provide legal representation to the 
child or resident parent related to es-
tablishment of paternity, or the estab-
lishment, modification, or enforcement 
of child support. An attorney-client re-
lationship imposes an ethical and fidu-
ciary duty upon the attorney to rep-
resent the client’s best interests under 
applicable rules of professional respon-
sibility. 

Birthing hospital means a hospital 
that has an obstetric care unit or pro-
vides obstetric services, or a birthing 
center associated with a hospital. A 
birthing center is a facility outside a 
hospital that provides maternity serv-
ices. 

Central authority means the agency 
designated by a government to facili-
tate support enforcement with a for-
eign reciprocating country (FRC) pur-
suant to section 459A of the Act. 

Central registry means a single unit or 
office within the State IV-D agency 
which receives, disseminates and has 
oversight responsibility for processing 
incoming interstate IV-D cases, includ-
ing UIFSA petitions and requests for 
wage withholding in IV-D cases and, at 
the option of the State, intrastate IV- 
D cases. 

Controlling order State means the 
State in which the only order was 
issued or, where multiple orders exist, 
the State in which the order deter-
mined by a tribunal to control prospec-
tive current support pursuant to the 
UIFSA was issued. 

Country means a foreign country (or 
a political subdivision thereof) de-
clared to be an FRC under section 459A 
of the Act and any foreign country (or 
political subdivision thereof) with 
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which the State has entered into a re-
ciprocal arrangement for the establish-
ment and enforcement of support obli-
gations to the extent consistent with 
Federal law pursuant to section 459A(d) 
of the Act. 

Department means the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

Director means the Director, Office of 
Child Support Enforcement, who is the 
Secretary’s designee to administer the 
Child Support Enforcement program 
under title IV-D. 

Federal PLS means the Parent Loca-
tor Service operated by the Office of 
Child Support Enforcement pursuant 
to section 452(a)(9) of the Act. 

Form means a federally-approved doc-
ument used for the establishment and 
enforcement of support obligations 
whether compiled or transmitted in 
written or electronic format, including 
but not limited to the Income With-
holding for Support form, and the Na-
tional Medical Support Notice. In 
interstate IV–D cases, such forms in-
clude those used for child support en-
forcement proceedings under the 
UIFSA. Form also includes any feder-
ally-mandated IV–D reporting form, 
where appropriate. 

Initiating agency means a State or 
Tribal IV–D agency or an agency in a 
country, as defined in this rule, in 
which an individual has applied for or 
is receiving services. 

Intergovernmental IV–D case means a 
IV–D case in which the noncustodial 
parent lives and/or works in a different 
jurisdiction than the custodial parent 
and child(ren) that has been referred by 
an initiating agency to a responding 
agency for services. An intergovern-
mental IV–D case may include any 
combination of referrals between 
States, Tribes, and countries. An inter-
governmental IV–D case also may in-
clude cases in which a State agency is 
seeking only to collect support arrear-
ages, whether owed to the family or as-
signed to the State. 

Interstate IV–D case means a IV–D 
case in which the noncustodial parent 
lives and/or works in a different State 
than the custodial parent and 
child(ren) that has been referred by an 
initiating State to a responding State 
for services. An interstate IV–D case 
also may include cases in which a 

State is seeking only to collect support 
arrearages, whether owed to the family 
or assigned to the State. 

IV-D Agency means the single and 
separate organizational unit in the 
State that has the responsibility for 
administering or supervising the ad-
ministration of the State plan under 
title IV-D of the Act. 

Medicaid means medical assistance 
provided under a State plan approved 
under title XIX of the Act. 

Medicaid agency means the single 
State agency that has the responsi-
bility for the administration of, or su-
pervising the administration of, the 
State plan under title XIX of the Act. 

Non-IV-A Medicaid recipient means 
any individual who has been deter-
mined eligible for or is receiving Med-
icaid under title XIX of the Act but is 
not receiving, nor deemed to be receiv-
ing, title IV-A under title IV-A of the 
Act. 

Office means the Office of Child Sup-
port Enforcement which is the separate 
organizational unit within the Depart-
ment with the responsibility for the 
administration of the program under 
this title. 

One-state remedies means the exercise 
of a State’s jurisdiction over a non- 
resident parent or direct establish-
ment, enforcement, or other action by 
a State against a non-resident parent 
in accordance with the long-arm provi-
sion of UIFSA or other State law. 

Overdue support means a delinquency 
pursuant to an obligation determined 
under a court order, or an order of an 
administrative process established 
under State law, for support and main-
tenance of a minor child, which is owed 
to or on behalf of the child, or for the 
noncustodial parent’s spouse (or former 
spouse) with whom the child is living, 
but only if a support obligation has 
been established with respect to the 
spouse and the support obligation es-
tablished with respect to the child is 
being enforced under State’s IV-D plan. 
At the option of the State, overdue 
support may include amounts which 
otherwise meet the definition in the 
previous sentence but which are owed 
to or on behalf of a child who is not a 
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minor child. The option to include sup-
port owed to children who are not mi-
nors applies independently to the pro-
cedures required under § 302.70 of this 
chapter. 

Past-due support means the amount of 
support determined under a court order 
or an order of an administrative proc-
ess established under State law for sup-
port and maintenance of a child, or of 
a child and the parent with whom the 
child is living, which has not been paid. 
Through September 30, 2007, for pur-
poses of referral for Federal tax refund 
offset of support due an individual who 
is receiving services under § 302.33 of 
this chapter, past-due support means 
support owed to or on behalf of a quali-
fied child, or a qualified child and the 
parent with whom the child is living if 
the same support order includes sup-
port for the child and the parent. 

Political subdivision means a legal en-
tity of the State as defined by the 
State, including a legal entity of the 
political subdivision so defined, such as 
a Prosecuting or District Attorney or a 
Friend of the Court. 

Procedures means a written set of in-
structions which describe in detail the 
step by step actions to be taken by 
child support enforcement personnel in 
the performance of a specific function 
under the State’s IV-D plan. The IV-D 
agency may issue general instructions 
on one or more functions, and delegate 
responsibility for the detailed proce-
dures to the office, agency, or political 
subdivision actually performing the 
function. 

Qualified child, through September 30, 
2007, means a child who is a minor or 
who, while a minor, was determined to 
be disabled under title II or XVI of the 
Act, and for whom a support order is in 
effect. 

Regional Office and Central Office 
refer to the Regional Offices and the 
Central Office of the Office of Child 
Support Enforcement, respectively. 

Responding agency means the agency 
that is providing services in response 
to a referral from an initiating agency 
in an intergovernmental IV–D case. 

Secretary means the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services. 

Spousal support means a legally en-
forceable obligation assessed against 
an individual for the support of a 

spouse or former spouse who is living 
with a child or children for whom the 
individual also owes support. 

State means the several States, the 
District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam and American Samoa. 

The State plan means the State plan 
for child and spousal support under sec-
tion 454 of the Act. 

State PLS means the service estab-
lished by the IV-D agency pursuant to 
section 454(8) of the Act to locate par-
ents. 

Tribunal means a court, administra-
tive agency, or quasi-judicial entity 
authorized under State law to estab-
lish, enforce, or modify support orders 
or to determine parentage. 

Uniform Interstate Family Support Act 
(UIFSA) means the model act promul-
gated by the National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 
(NCCUSL) and mandated by section 
466(f) of the Act to be in effect in all 
States. 

[47 FR 57280, Dec. 23, 1982, as amended at 50 
FR 19647, May 9, 1985; 50 FR 23958, June 7, 
1985; 50 FR 31719, Aug. 6, 1985; 53 FR 5256, Feb. 
22, 1988; 54 FR 32308, Aug. 4, 1989; 56 FR 8002, 
Feb. 26, 1991; 57 FR 30429, July 9, 1992; 58 FR 
41437, Aug. 4, 1993; 59 FR 66249, Dec. 23, 1994; 
61 FR 67240, Dec. 20, 1996; 64 FR 6247, Feb. 9, 
1999; 68 FR 25303, May 12, 2003; 73 FR 74919, 
Dec. 9, 2008; 75 FR 38641, July 2, 2010] 

§ 301.10 State plan. 
The State plan is a comprehensive 

statement submitted by the IV-D agen-
cy describing the nature and scope of 
its program and giving assurance that 
it will be administered in conformity 
with the specific requirements stipu-
lated in title IV-D, the regulations in 
Subtitle A and this chapter of this 
title, and other applicable official 
issuances of the Department. The State 
plan contains all information nec-
essary for the Office to determine 
whether the plan can be approved, as a 
basis for Federal financial participa-
tion in the State program. 

§ 301.11 State plan; format. 
The State plan must be submitted to 

the Office in the format and containing 
the information prescribed by the Of-
fice, and within time limits set in im-
plementing instructions issued by the 
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