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(1)

TRADE IN FINANCIAL SERVICES:
CURRENT ISSUES AND FUTURE

DEVELOPMENTS

TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 2001

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL MONETARY

POLICY AND TRADE,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,

Washington, DC
The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 2:35 p.m., in room

2128, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Doug Bereuter,
[chairman of the subcommittee], presiding.

Present: Chairman Bereuter; Representatives Roukema, Castle,
Manzullo, Biggert, Capito, Sanders, Waters, Carson, and Sherman.

Chairman BEREUTER. The hearing will come to order. I regret we
are getting such a late start. But the good news is that we expect—
no assurances, but we expect that we’ll be uninterrupted now for
2 hours. The Subcommittee on International Monetary Policy and
Trade meets in open session today to examine financial services
trade. The subcommittee will hear from private sector witnesses
who will testify about financial services trade as it pertains to in-
surance banking and securities.

This hearing will be the beginning of this subcommittee’s and the
full committee’s examination of this important subject. The word
‘‘trade’’ was actually added to this subcommittee’s title. It had not
been a part of the title before. And I am convinced that financial
services exports have a substantial benefit for the American people
and for American firms. And if this subcommittee and committee
doesn’t pursue it, then we are neglecting our responsibilities.

In fact, on July 11th, U.S. trade representative, Robert Zoellick,
will brief the Members of the Financial Services Committee at the
full committee level on pending issues and financial services trade,
and he addressed some of those issues in a meeting this morning
here on Capitol Hill. The Financial Services Committee has juris-
diction over trade as it pertains to financial services. This is quite
important as U.S. cross-border trade and financial services have re-
cently grown quite significantly.

U.S. cross-border transactions, of course, are between resident
U.S. companies and foreign consumers. In the year 2000, U.S.
cross-border exports of financial services equaled $20.5 billion,
which is an increase of 261⁄2 percent relative to 1999. Moreover, un-
like the current overall U.S. trade deficit, U.S. financial services
trade had a positive balance of $8.8 billion in the year 2000. It is
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important, I think, to note that these statistics do not even include
the activities of the affiliates of U.S. companies, which are phys-
ically located in a different country.

I want to call my colleagues’ attention to two memoranda ad-
dressed to this Member from the Congressional Research Service,
at my request, and I think they provide good background for us as
we prepare to explore this subject. And I want to particularly com-
mend Patricia Workman and William H. Cooper for the work they
have done on these memoranda and for their offer of further assist-
ance.

[The information referred to can be found on page 33 in the
appendix.]

Before introducing our distinguished panel of witnesses, I would
like to briefly stress the following three issues that are quite impor-
tant in today’s hearings. First, U.S. policy toward foreign financial
institutions, barriers to financial services trade and current efforts
to open financial service markets. I am interested in the thoughts
of our witness panel on these three particular subjects, as well, of
course, as on other relevant subjects and issues. First, the U.S.
uses a policy of national treatment for foreign financial institutions
that have a presence in the U.S.

National treatment allows foreign-owned financial institutions
and U.S. domestically owned financial institutions to be treated the
same. In fact, under the Financial Reports Act of 1988, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury must provide to Congress a quadrennial
study of changes and laws that affect national treatment of foreign
banks and security firms in the United States.

Second, U.S. financial service firms do confront many types of
trade barriers. For example, Japan, until recently, restricted sales
of foreign insurance companies of life and non-life insurance. An-
other example, the Brazilian government denies foreign marine
cargo insurers the ability to compete for that business. I am inter-
ested in other specific examples which restrict foreign markets’ ac-
cess to U.S. financial institutions. But I think you could just give
us an unlimited amount of such examples.

Third, even with these trade barriers, there are current efforts
to open up financial service markets, which my colleagues are all
aware of. Financial service trade is part of the larger framework
of the World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations on trade and
services. The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATT)
within the WTO was concluded in 1997. As a result of a financial
services agreement, it included member commitments to provide
national treatment and market access to foreign providers of finan-
cial services.

Moreover, in the year 2000, a new round of service negotiations
of course began in the World Trade Organization (WTO). Further-
more, the Free Trade Areas of the Americas, (FTAA), is another ex-
ample of an effort to open up the financial services market. In June
of 1998, nine negotiating committees, including one for financial
services, were established under the 34 nations in the Western
Hemisphere. Due to the prospective emerging markets, the U.S. fi-
nancial services sector could benefit greatly from the FTAA.

Lastly, this Member believes that giving the President Trade
Promotion Authority, (TPA), would provide new opportunities for fi-

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:34 Oct 12, 2001 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 73597.TXT HBANK1 PsN: HBANK1



3

nancial services trade. While the U.S. continues to be the global
leader in financial services, this position could be threatened by the
lack of a TPA. Currently, the European union has free trade agree-
ments with 27 countries, while the U.S. has only two such free
trade agreements which are signed into law. The TPA would great-
ly enhance the credibility, I think, of the U.S. negotiating position
in both the WTO and the FTAA.

On May 10th, President Bush provided Congress an outline of
his 2001 legislative agenda, including the TPA. In addition, I, of
course, would note, Representative Phil Crane introduced the TPA
bill, HR 2149 which currently has 89 co-sponsors.

To assist the subcommittee examining these issues I am pleased
we will have the opportunity to hear from our distinguished panel
of private witnesses.

First Mr. Peter O’Connor, the Executive Vice President of Global
Government Affairs and New Markets for ACE INA, will testify on
behalf of the American Insurance Association (AIA). ACE INA,
which has offices in 50 countries, is one of the world’s largest pro-
viders of property and casualty insurance. Mr. O’Connor has 30
years of international management experience.

Second, the subcommittee will hear from Thomas L. Farmer, the
General Counsel of the Banker’s Association for Finance and
Trade, (BAFT). This association, which represents internationally
active financial institutions and companies, promotes the expansion
of financial service markets worldwide. Mr. Farmer has had a dis-
tinguished career, which includes being a founding member of the
Overseas Development Council and the former General Counsel of
the Agency for International Development.

Third Mr. Steve Judge will testify on behalf of the Securities In-
dustry Association, SIA. The SIA represents nearly 700 security
firms, including investment bankers, broker dealers and mutual
fund companies. SIA member firms are active in both U.S. and for-
eign markets. Mr. Judge has been the head of the Securities Indus-
try Association since 1993. Prior to joining SIA, he was a congres-
sional staff member for more than 13 years.

In addition, Dr. Mark Weisbrot, the Co-Director of the Center for
Economic and Policy Research in Washington, DC will testify. Dr.
Weisbrot has written different publications on trade and
globalization. In addition, he is the author of a weekly column on
economic and policy issues that is distributed to newspapers by the
Knight Ridder Tribune media services.

We welcome the distinguished panel to our hearings, and without
objection, your written statements will be included in their entirety
in the record. But first, I turn to the distinguished Ranking Mem-
ber of the International Monetary Policy and Trade Subcommittee,
Representative Bernie Sanders from Vermont for any comments
that he might have.

Mr. Sanders.
[The prepared statement of Hon. Doug Bereuter can be found on

page 30 in the appendix.]
Mr. SANDERS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and wel-

come to our guests. And I thank you for holding this important
hearing. I think the first point that I would make is that while it
is very important to be talking about financial services and trade,
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we should understand, as Mr. Weisbrot will tell us, I suspect in a
few moments, that our net exports of financial services currently
total about $8.8 billion. Now that sounds like a lot of money. But
even if this were to double in the next few years, the increase
would only reduce our current account deficit by about two percent.
So I think it is important to look at the issue of financial services
within the context of our entire trade policy.

I happen to be one of the Members in the Congress who believes
that our current trade policy overall is a disaster. And it is worthy
of a lot more discussion than we presently hear. It is quite incom-
prehensible to me that in a time when we have this year, a trade
deficit of over $400 billion, a record-breaking trade deficit, that we
hear very, very little about that issue.

We have, as many of you know, presidents in recent years,
whether it is currently President Bush or President Clinton or
President Bush’s father, the former President, they were all very
strong free trade advocates. And what very often President Clinton
and the others would tell us is that for every $1 billion in U.S. ex-
ports, we gain about 14,000 jobs. And that is true.

But unfortunately, they didn’t do the other side of the equation.
What happens when you have a $400 billion trade deficit? How
many jobs do you lose? And the answer is obviously, that we lose
many, many jobs. And, in fact, using the same accounting prin-
ciples that President Clinton and others have used, we have lost
over 1.4 million good-paying, manufacturing jobs since last year
alone, and 6.3 million manufacturing jobs overall due to our failed
trade policies.

So while today we will hear, in fact, that trade regarding finan-
cial services has been a positive for the United States, we cannot
not put that in the overall context of our trade policies in general,
which, to my mind, are a disaster. In terms of the North American
Free Trade Agreement, (NAFTA), in terms of China, as all of you
know, we have an $8.38 billion trade deficit with China. Let us talk
about that as we discuss renewing most-favored-nation status for
China, which I suspect will be coming before Congress in July.

In terms of NAFTA, we have now a $24.2 billion trade deficit
with Mexico. Before NAFTA, as a matter of fact, that used to be
a surplus. We have a $50 billion trade deficit with Canada, which
has more than doubled since NAFTA. So I am not quite clear how
people keep telling us that NAFTA, or most-favored-nation status
and free trade with China has been this great success. And that
is only in terms of job loss. But there are other aspects to the econ-
omy when you are looking at huge trade deficits, and that is the
pressure on wages.

There was a recent poll, a study that came out, which indicated,
lo and behold, guess what, the middle class has not been doing par-
ticularly well, despite the great economic boom. In fact, the average
American today is working longer hours for lower wages than was
the case 25 years ago before the great economic boom. And if you
are looking at people who do not have college degrees, young entry-
level workers without a college education saw their average real
wage plummet by 28 percent between 1979 and 1997, because
many of the jobs that traditionally had gone to high school grad-
uates are now being done in China and in Mexico.
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So Mr. Chairman, I will be brief. And with your permission,
would like to enter my full comments into the record. But the bot-
tom line is, we cannot just look at financial services and say ‘‘Hey,
free trade is great.’’ Now I understand that we don’t have jurisdic-
tion for these other issues within this subcommittee.

But my own view is we have got to be honest. Our current trade
agreements are not working for the average American worker, for
the vast majority of our people. Yes, they are working for multi-
national corporations who love the idea of being able to gain access
to China and Mexico and every other country on earth where they
can hire labor at very, very low wages, take American jobs, bring
them abroad. But, I think, Mr. Chairman, I applaud you for hold-
ing this hearing, and I understand the limitations of our jurisdic-
tion. But I am one who believes that our current trade policy has
been a disaster for American workers. We need to rethink it. And
with your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would submit my remarks
for the record.

Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you, Mr. Sanders. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman’s entire statement and other Members’ opening
statements which they may have will be a part of the record. Hear-
ing no objection, that will be the order. Are there Members that
wish to be heard in opening statement?

[The prepared statement of Hon. Bernard Sanders can be found
on page 65 in the appendix.]

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman BEREUTER. I see Mr. Sherman. Under the rule, Ms.

Waters and Mr. Sherman are entitled to 3 minutes each.
Ms. Waters.
Ms. WATERS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate

this hearing and I appreciate the fact that you organized this hear-
ing on Trade and Financial Services and your willingness to allow
the Members of the subcommittee to express our concerns regard-
ing the direction of our Nation’s trade policies. President Bush has
placed the passage of Trade Promotion Authority, also known as
Fast Track Authority, at the top of his legislative agenda on inter-
national trade. Fast Track Authority may be used for a new round
of World Trade Organization negotiations, as well as negotiations
for a Free Trade Area of the Americas and other regional and bilat-
eral trade agreements. These trade negotiations could have far-
reaching implications for people in the United States and around
the world.

I am particularly concerned about the impact that trade agree-
ments have on labor, the environment and public health. Inter-
national trade cannot be expanded at any cost. We must insure
that working people and their families actually benefit from inter-
national trade. This will not happen unless individual countries
have laws and policies to improve wages, working conditions, pro-
tect the environment and address the needs of their people. Only
then will increased trade result in rising incomes and the improve-
ment of living standards in the United States and the countries in
which we trade.

Let me begin by pointing out that I am not one to demand that
all countries have the same minimum wage or that developing
countries be forced to accept the same labor and environmental
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laws as the United States. However, labor unions, consumer advo-
cates and environmental organizations must be at the table when
the United States negotiates trade agreements and their legitimate
concerns must be addressed. This will require the participation of
people who represent labor unions and civil society organizations,
and in the developing countries well as the United States.

I am especially concerned about the impact of WTO intellectual
property rules on public health in developing countries. The Trade
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, the TRIPs Agree-
ment, is one of the international agreements enforced by the WTO.
The TRIPs agreement allows pharmaceutical companies, for exam-
ple, to demand monopoly prices for medicines for which they have
patents, including medicines for the treatment of HIV and AIDS.

As a result of the TRIPs agreement and pressure from pharma-
ceutical companies, millions of people in developing countries have
been denied life-saving medicines, because they cannot afford to
pay the prices the pharmaceutical companies demand. A few coun-
tries have begun to respond to the HIV/AIDS pandemic by enacting
laws to allow the distribution of generic HIV/AIDS medicines to
their populations. Pharmaceutical companies have responded by
using the WTO and TRIPs Agreement to challenge their laws.

I am not going to continue this statement. I will ask that it be
submitted for the record. But let me just close by saying I am con-
cerned about what is happening also in the Caribbean, our neigh-
bors. And, because I have spent some time there, I have witnessed
the way that we have treated them in terms of their banking laws.
I think there is a lot of room for improvement.

We have a lot of American firms, for example, that are going
down to the Bahamas, but they cannot get the tax credits for hold-
ing their conventions there. The conventions that they hold there
are important trade for the Bahamas, for example, because their
economy is built on tourism. And if, in fact, our companies are
going there, the economy is built on tourism, they are our friends
and our neighbors. When we talk about financial services, why
don’t we correct some of the problems that we have created before
we even start to talk about some new ones?

Also, I want to just say this: If we are interested in ‘‘know your
customer’’ rules and laws, we have got to practice what we preach.
Let us not go someplace else demanding what we don’t do here in
the United States. With that, I will yield back the balance of my
time.

[The prepared statement of Hon. Maxine Waters can be found on
page 70 in the appendix.]

Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you, ma’am.
The gentleman and lady’s entire statement under previous unan-

imous consent requests are included.
The gentleman from California, Mr. Sherman.
Mr. SHERMAN. I commend the Chairman for holding these hear-

ings and commend the gentleman from Vermont, especially, for his
focus on the most enormous trade deficit in the history of mamma-
lian life and the effect that financial services can have on that. You
don’t have to be a member of the Progressive Caucus to see the im-
portance of our trade deficit. At that table 2 years running, Chair-
man Greenspan has sat there and in response to my questions, has
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been amazed, as I am, that this trade deficit has gone on so long
without exploding. And predicting that some day, some date that
neither one of us would predict, that it has to come to an end, per-
haps a crashing end.

The financial services area is one area where we have some com-
petitive advantages and might be able to get some of that trade
deficit reversed. But financial services are perhaps unique among
the products in the world. If you have a competitive advantage in
widgets, you export widgets and it helps your trade deficit.

In contrast, financial services, while it can produce tens of thou-
sands of jobs here in the United States, could also be the vehicle
for exporting hundreds of billions of dollars in capital. And I think
it is important that we look at what we can do to keep capital in
the United States. We had a $1.3 trillion tax cut in this country,
adopted in large part to increase the amount of capital available
for the expansion of American business, not to simply lead to the
export of capital from the United States to other countries.

In addition, you have the enormous effect our financial services
industry can have on some of the most horrific human rights prob-
lems around the world. Slavery, obviously, had an enormous im-
pact on our economy. That was a century-and-a-half ago. Today,
slavery is being practiced in Sudan and this House had the for-
titude to close off Sudan and those companies that do business
with Sudan from the U.S. capital markets, particularly the New
York Stock Exchange.

And I think that this subcommittee ought to look for other oppor-
tunities where it does have an impact on our business, but is there
anybody in this room that would want to gain an economic advan-
tage by supporting or participating in slavery in Sudan? I don’t
think so.

So I commend the Chairman for holding these hearings and
think that as we go through the process, we need to ask is our in-
volvement in international financial markets going to help us with
the trade deficit and is it going to reflect American values, particu-
larly in dealing with some of most extreme human rights viola-
tions? I think, though, that I join with the gentleman from
Vermont in saying we need a more comprehensive—outside the ju-
risdiction of this subcommittee—review of how a country that once
ran the world’s greatest trade surplus is now running the world’s
greatest trade deficit. I yield back.

Chairman BEREUTER. I thank the gentleman. And without any
further ado, we will proceed with the witnesses. Because I think
some of the major benefits will come from the questioning to the
witnesses. I am going to ask the witnesses to summarize, in effect,
to meet a 5-minute limitation. I regret doing that, but I think it
is probably essential for the benefit of our deliberations.

First we would like to hear from Mr. Peter O’Connor, Executive
Vice President of ACE INA testifying on behalf of the American In-
surance Association.

Mr. O’Connor.
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STATEMENT OF PETER O’CONNOR, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESI-
DENT, GLOBAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS AND NEW MARKETS
FOR ACE INA, ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN INSURANCE
ASSOCIATION

Mr. O’CONNOR. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and other distin-
guished Members of the International Monetary and Policy and
Trade Subcommittee for holding this important hearing today. I am
providing testimony today on behalf of the American Insurance As-
sociation, which represents 370 major U.S. property casualty insur-
ers. Trade in financial services has grown rapidly over the last dec-
ade and is now a major component of the U.S. trade policy. And
insurance has been a strong member of that increasingly robust
trade sector. In fact, U.S. financial services exports last year stood
at $17 billion, a 30 percent increase from 1999. Subsidiaries of U.S.
insurers sold over $46 billion of products overseas in 1998.

Liberalization of trade and insurance, combined with the devel-
opment of open and transparent regulatory regimes, is critical to
the growth of U.S. insurers and to the health of the U.S. insurance
industry overall. But more importantly, it is critical to the ability
of emerging and transitional economies to grow and develop their
economies and provide social safety net protections to their citi-
zens. Insurance is important to any economy for a number of rea-
sons, but I will cite only two. First, insurance is an essential and
vital component of a country’s financial infrastructure. Insurance
companies can be major sources of national income. In collecting
relatively small premiums from their many thousands of insureds,
insurance companies are able to invest large sums locally.

This, in turn, deepens and broadens the domestic financial serv-
ices marketplace, which generates higher savings rates and there-
fore greater economic development. Insurers are also the largest
purchaser of Government bonds, which are used to finance infra-
structure projects such as schools, hospitals, roads, and power
plants.

Second, insurance supports beneficial increases in overall trade
and investment and creates jobs, both in the U.S. and in the
emerging market. American companies, including small- and me-
dium-size enterprises, are more likely to export to and enter for-
eign markets if they have access to specialized products and serv-
ices that they require and U.S. insurers provide. Increased sale of
U.S. products overseas translates to more jobs being created back
home to supply the overseas demand. Countries around the world,
both developed and developing, are recognizing the important role
of a healthy and competitive insurance marketplace in their econ-
omy.

As a result, U.S. insurance company investment and sales out-
side our country have increased substantially over the last decade.
The insurance industry has been increasingly active in a number
of public policy areas to promote expanded international trade. U.S.
insurers strongly support the efforts of U.S. trade officials and
many Members of Congress to expand trade in both the multilat-
eral and bilateral arenas. But our focus in both realms is clear:
greater market access for our business and greater regulatory
transparency for our products.
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On the multilateral front, the U.S. insurance industry strongly
supports the Bush Administration’s efforts to initiate a broad trade
round within the World Trade Organization, beginning at its min-
isterial in Doha, Qatar in November. While the 1997 commitments
are valuable, U.S. insurers are ready to build on those commit-
ments and work with U.S. negotiators to gain further access to
those markets and improve regulatory conditions.

Specifically, the U.S. insurance industry has rallied behind a pro-
posed model schedule that urges countries to make improvements
to their 1997 market access commitments, but also to address do-
mestic regulatory issues that effectively act as barriers for U.S. in-
surers. On the bilateral front, the U.S. insurance industry has been
strongly supportive of U.S. trade agreements to expand trade in all
areas, including insurance with countries that welcome foreign in-
vestments and trade. We are particularly supportive of the U.S. bi-
lateral trade agreement with Vietnam and have lobbied for its pas-
sage in Congress. The insurance industry supports ongoing trade
negotiations with other countries, both developed and undeveloped,
including the European Union, Japan and India.

Our recent focus has been on emerging markets that have long
maintained less developed insurance systems, but now appear com-
mitted to creating modern and competitive insurance sectors, in-
cluding China, India and Vietnam.

Based on the market opening commitments China made in its
1999 accession agreement with the U.S. and reaffirmed earlier this
month, the industry was strongly supportive of permanent normal
trade relations for China last year. We remain committed to nor-
mal trade relations for China this year, when Congress votes on
that measure to maintain its current trade status until China be-
comes a full WTO member.

Finally, AIA and its member companies, as well as others in the
insurance industry, strongly support the enactment of the Trade
Promotion Authorities, known as TPA. We believe the stronger the
mandate the President has to enter into trade agreements, the
more likely it is the U.S. will be able to negotiate agreements that
provide greater benefits to the U.S. economy and consumers.

All of these separate ongoing trade issues involving many coun-
tries around the world ultimately address different market barriers
and economic circumstances that are unique in each country. But
our goal with each issue is the same, to further open each market
so that U.S. investors can fairly compete there.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, a healthy and productive global in-
surance infrastructure is vital to a prosperous, innovative and
growing global economy. AIA, ACE INA and others in the insur-
ance industry have been proud to play a role in expanding insur-
ance sales abroad and in the process benefiting consumers, econo-
mies, and global living standards.

We look forward to working with you and all Members of the
subcommittee on the major policy and trade challenges of this year.
We appreciate having the opportunity to testify before you today
and would be happy to answer any of your questions that you may
have.

[The prepared statement of Peter O’Connor can be found on page
72 in the appendix.]
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Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you Mr. O’Connor.
We will now hear from Mr. Thomas Farmer, General Counsel,

Bankers’ Association for Finance and Trade. Mr. Farmer, you may
proceed.

STATEMENT OF THOMAS L. FARMER, GENERAL COUNSEL,
BANKERS’ ASSOCIATION FOR FINANCE AND TRADE

Mr. FARMER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You have our written
statement. It is brief, and I am sure you have a chance to read it
now or later, and I won’t go into that statement in any detail. I
will try to respond more directly to some of the issues that you and
your colleagues have raised. Let me make one diversion here in an-
ticipation of my colleague from the SIA.

Chairman BEREUTER. Bring the mike a little bit closer.
Mr. FARMER. Let me just say that I have just read his statement,

and I wish to associate our association with what he has said. We
have worked together on a lot of these issues, and we are quite
close to them. Let me make a special reference to two issues that
are in his statement that are not even alluded to in ours, which
concern unilateral sanctions, and again, I think that is something
that is worth discussing later. And then the brief reference to the
adequacy finding by the European Union, (EU), on privacy issues.
Again, that is an important issue and he has presented it very
well.

Let me also say that we are very pleased that a number of Mem-
bers of your subcommittee and the full committee have already ex-
pressed their views on that issue. And we hope to be able to work
with you on resolving that before very long. Let me go ahead and
address one of the issues that I have alluded to that the Chairman
brought up, which is national treatment, which is an important
principle and the Bankers’ Association for Finance and Trade,
(BAFT), has supported that for many years.

I have had the privilege of working on that very issue for at least
20 years. And I have to tell you, it is a very blunt instrument, be-
cause it is really not in the interest of the U.S. to close its markets
to foreign institutions for the reasons that I have mentioned in our
statement. The depth and liquidity of the U.S. financial markets is
very much supported and strengthened by the ability of foreign
banks to get full national treatment in this country.

And this subcommittee, over the years, has passed legislation
which has consistently, and we are very pleased about that, treated
foreign institutions on the same basis as American institutions,
and that is one of the reasons why our markets, the U.S. financial
markets, are as deep and as liquid and as well-functioning. And
one of the contentions we have made is that to a large extent, the
vitality of the U.S. economy results from the lower cost of capital,
the breadth of instruments that are available, and the access of for-
eign investors and lenders to the U.S. capital markets.

Almost consistently, the U.S. has benefited from the ability of
foreign capital to operate in this country, whether it comes here
through our institutions through their foreign head offices or from
foreign-owned institutions through their local offices. This has been
very successful, and we have made a lot of progress, and the U.S.
Treasury has played a key role in persuading other countries, in-
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cluding Japan, to which you made references, and Canada, to
which I made reference, to open up their markets to American fi-
nancial institutions. The persuasive element in those negotiations,
and I have seen them up close, has not been so much the threat
that we will exclude them from our markets, but the fact that our
markets are working better than their markets, and that it is in
their interest to permit foreign-owned institutions into their mar-
kets.

Canada is maybe one of the prime examples of that. The U.S.
Government has had this debate with the Canadians for a long
time. Even in NAFTA, the Canadians did not want cross-border
branching, and therefore it isn’t part of NAFTA. But then in 1995,
the Canadian government began to worry about the shrinkage of
the Canadian capital market, the impact on the Canadian economy
and their conclusion was, to a large extent, this was due to the fact
that the Canadian government had made Canadian markets unat-
tractive to foreign banks and so they reversed course.

And in 1997, in the General Agreement on Trade in Services,
(GATS), they made a commitment to open up their markets to
cross-border branching and then they did that. In this example, the
function of the U.S. market has worked in a number of cases. I
think Mr. Judge will agree with me also on the Japanese bilateral
negotiations. Again the Japanese concluded that really it was in
their interest to open up their markets. And I think that is the way
to proceed in those negotiations, to have the principle of national
treatment, but to realize its limitations, and importantly, to keep
the openness of our markets as a glowing example of what really
helps the economy, and the economy of the U.S.

So I would emphasize that I am not qualified—I am not an econ-
omist—to discuss trade imbalances generally, and certainly my
charter doesn’t run to that. But I would like to suggest that the
attractiveness of U.S. markets, U.S. financial markets, has resulted
in, partly through the structure of these markets, has resulted in
a large inflow of foreign capital over the years.

I don’t have any figures that compare the outflow or the inflow,
but my guess is that on balance, there is more of an inflow. In any
case, I think it has helped us deal with what is admittedly a very
difficult situation, which is the trade imbalance. So I’d like to ad-
dress those points.

[The prepared statement of Thomas L. Farmer can be found on
page 79 in the appendix.]

Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you, Mr. Farmer.
We’d like now to hear from Mr. Steve Judge, Senior Vice Presi-

dent for Government Affairs, Securities Industry Association.

STATEMENT OF STEVE JUDGE, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT,
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS, SECURITIES INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

Mr. JUDGE. Chairman Bereuter, Mr. Sanders, Members of the
subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to present the securi-
ties industry’s views on trade issues that affect the financial serv-
ices industry. The U.S. capital markets are the deepest, most
transparent and most innovative in the world. The securities indus-
try’s unique function, matching those who have capital with those
who will use it productively and advising clients and investors on
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how to manage their investments, are vital to world’s economic
growth.

The U.S. financial services sector’s continued strength depends
upon access to foreign markets. It is critical that we continue to
pursue access to all markets worldwide. Increased competition im-
proves efficiency and provides consumers with the broadest range
of products and services at the lowest cost. Countries that erect
barriers to entry, not only harm our ability to provide the products
and services our customers demand, but also inhibit growth and in-
novation in their own economy.

The products and services that U.S. financial services firms offer
are eagerly sought by foreign individuals, institutions and govern-
ments. In fact, financial services exports topped $20.5 billion with
a record trade surplus of $8.8 billion. Over the last decade, the U.S.
capital markets have seen their share of the global pie shrink. Ap-
proximately 80 percent of the world’s Gross Domestic Product,
(GDP) and half of the world’s equity and debt markets are located
outside the U.S.

So obviously, many of the best future growth opportunities lie in
non-U.S. markets. It is a long-established U.S. policy to promote
economic growth through open markets. The Securities Industry
Association, (SIA), supports efforts to eliminate the protectionist
barriers through WTO financial services negotiations and through
bilateral and regional pacts.

SIA strongly believes that substantial liberalization of financial
services markets can only be realized if countries improve regu-
latory transparency. Lack of transparency and implementation and
application of regulations frustrates markets’ access in the same
way as does tariffs.

Over the last 2 years, SIA has undertaken a major effort to in-
crease regulatory transparency. We published a paper identifying
the principles on which transparent regulatory systems are built.
This effort has received the support of U.S. financial services regu-
lators and we have worked with APEC, the OECD, IMF, WTO reg-
ulators in North America, Europe, Asia and Latin America. Indeed,
just earlier today, SIA spoke to members of the International Orga-
nization of Securities Commissions on the importance of trans-
parent regulation. And we will give a major presentation of this
paper to their annual meeting on Friday in Copenhagen.

We are urging our trade negotiators to incorporate these trans-
parency principles in future agreements. These principles would
eliminate preferential access to regulatory proposals, require public
availability of proposed regulations, provide an adequate public
comment period on new regulations, and mandate the enforcement
of regulations on a non-discriminatory basis.

SIA strongly supports the inclusion of financial services in the
year 2000 round. We believe this is a tremendous opportunity to
build upon the 1997 WTO accord. Though that agreement did not
achieve the elimination of all the barriers that the securities indus-
try sought, it did create a strong basis for further liberalization.
SIA’s objectives for the upcoming round are to expand on the 1997
commitments, transform voluntary liberalizations undertaken since
1997 into binding commitments, and to reject offers that do not
fully grandfather existing investments and operations.
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We are extremely supportive of the Administration’s efforts to
forge trade accords with Chile and Singapore, and the free trade
area of the Americas. These targeted negotiations provide an op-
portunity for groundbreaking financial service agreements, and
they must set a high standard against which future agreements
will be measured.

SIA supports Trade Promotion Authority for the President as an
essential tool in negotiating favorable trade agreements. We have
been actively seeking a declaration from the European Union, (EU),
that Title V of Gramm/Leach/Bliley, in combination with the Fair
Credit Reporting Act and other U.S. laws and rules, constitutes
adequate protection for personal data handled by the U.S. finance
services sector for purposes of the EU data protection directive.
Such a determination is critical for the U.S. financial services sec-
tor by guaranteeing that the uninterrupted flow of data will insure
continued investor and market confidence.

The privacy debate in the United States will continue to evolve.
A U.S./EU agreement on adequacy does not preclude further devel-
opments and privacy law in either the U.S. or in Europe. An EU
adequacy determination would, however, allow U.S. financial serv-
ices firms to comply with the extensive legal regimes already in
place on both sides of the Atlantic without the threat of costly and
disruptive data stoppages.

SIA is increasingly concerned about proposals to seek to use the
U.S. capital markets to achieve foreign policy goals. U.S. capital
markets attract investors and companies from all over the world,
and regularly serve as a safe haven in times of crisis. Denying ac-
cess to U.S. capital markets is not an effective tool for addressing
complex foreign policy issues. Doing so could seriously disrupt in-
vestor confidence, both domestic and foreign in U.S. markets and
jeopardize our continued vibrancy. If issuers are denied access to
our markets through unilaterally imposed sanctions they may sim-
ply find capital in other markets where U.S. firms are less likely
to be competitive.

As the world leader in providing innovative services and prod-
ucts, U.S. financial service firms are essential to job creation and
economic growth in the United States and worldwide. Access to for-
eign markets is more necessary than ever to help firms meet their
customer’s demands. Your leadership will be a critical factor in de-
ciding the framework for ongoing negotiations within the WTO and
other upcoming market-opening trade accords.

Once again, I thank you for your efforts in the past and for the
opportunity to testify today. SIA stands ready to work with you as
an active participant in these important discussions.

[The prepared statement of Steve Judge can be found on page 84
in the appendix.]

Chairman BEREUTER.Thank you very much, Mr. Judge.
Now we will hear from Dr. Mark Weisbrot, the Co-Director of the

Center for Economic and Policy Research. Mr. Weisbrot, you may
proceed as you wish.
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STATEMENT OF MARK WEISBROT, CO-DIRECTOR, CENTER
FOR ECONOMIC AND POLICY RESEARCH

Mr. WEISBROT. Thank you. I would like to thank Chairman Be-
reuter and the subcommittee for this opportunity to testify on this
issue. The Center for Economic and Policy Research is a non-profit,
non-partisan policy institute and we seek to expand public debate
on issues such as this. I will focus my remarks on the public inter-
est in these agreements, such as the Free Trade Agreement of the
Americas, (FTAA), the General Agreement on Trade in Services,
and NAFTA, and also such legislation as Trade Promotion Author-
ity.

While it is clear there are some gains to be made by U.S. finan-
cial firms and banks by the liberalization of trade in financial serv-
ices, we must weigh these gains against the cost of entering into
and expanding the international agreements by which such liberal-
ization is achieved. You cannot liberalize trade in financial services
without accepting the rest of the agreements, such as the FTAA.
We must also consider the costs and risks associated with liberal-
ization and deregulation, some of which only become apparent after
the fact, as in our own savings and loan deregulation experience
in the 1980s.

On the benefit side, it is argued that the expansion of trade in
financial services can help reduce our trade deficit. As Congress-
man Sanders already pointed out, there is not going to make very
much difference even if we were to double the $9 billion surplus
that we currently have. It is about 2 percent of our current account
deficit, which is now running at 4.5 percent of GDP, $450 billion
a year. And as Congressman Sherman pointed out, this is a very
serious problem and I am always amazed as an economist by how
little attention it gets in the press. It will have to get some atten-
tion soon, because we cannot go on doing this indefinitely. Our for-
eign debt is now nearly 20 percent of the Gross Domestic Product.
If we keep going at the rate we are going now, it will reach 50 per-
cent in less than 7 years, which is a level that no industrialized
country has ever had. And again, from an economic point of view,
this is at least as serious a problem as a budget deficit of the same
order. In fact, it is more serious, because the money is owed to peo-
ple and institutions outside the country. And yet, Congress does
take very seriously, and the press does take very seriously, the pos-
sibility of a Federal budget deficit 10 and 20 years into the future,
while at the same time this much more important trade and cur-
rent account deficit is basically ignored.

However, we should be wary of promises that expanding our
trade through agreements such as NAFTA, the proposed FTAA or
the WTO, will reduce our trade deficit, as the proponents of
NAFTA promised back in 1993. Of course prominent economists ar-
gued that it was going to expand our trade, which it did, and ex-
pand our trade surplus and create a net gain of hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs here, and instead—and I am using figures, they are
only slightly different, because they are in constant 1992 dollars,
from what Congressman Sanders said—but you can see our
NAFTA deficit went from $16.6 billion in 1993, quadrupling to al-
most $62.8 billion in 2000, and of course our overall current ac-
count deficit has ballooned.
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The subcommittee asked whether it would be advisable as part
of the process of expanding trade in financial services to ease the
restrictions on foreign companies that wish to sell securities in U.S.
markets. I just want to mention that we have enough problems
here policing our own securities markets, as was shown in the re-
cent collapse of the bubble in tech stocks, and you have any num-
ber of examples.

One I gave here is Priceline, for example, which is now trading
at 18 percent of its peak value. Well, they measured their revenue
in terms of their ticket sales, airline ticket sales and hotel room
sales, the total amount of them. This is one of the many accounting
manipulations that was not stopped by the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, and partly as result of that, we had a huge
bubble and it burst and millions of Americans are already having
to change or postpone their retirement plans. So I would suggest
that we need to get our own house in better order before we expand
our own markets to more difficult-to-police foreign securities.

Finally, a couple more points if I can. The deregulation of finan-
cial services has other risks. We saw this in the Asian financial cri-
sis, which most economists now agree was brought on by an open-
ing up of capital markets in the region, which led to a sudden in-
flux of hot money that flowed right out within the following year
in 1997-1998. And you had a reversal of capital flows, about 11 per-
cent of GDP for South Korea, Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia and
Thailand. This is what really brought on the crisis and the collapse
of the currencies and the economic collapse in the region, which did
have an effect also in the United States, particularly on certain in-
dustries. Steel workers, farmers were particularly hard hit.

So we have to be careful with international deregulation of finan-
cial services even on its own terms and apart from the other condi-
tions that are included in these agreements.

I guess I am out of time, but if we do have time I would like to
come back to some of the other conditions that are in these agree-
ments that we should be particularly wary of.

[The prepared statement of Mark Weisbrot can be found on page
94 in the appendix.]

Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you very much. Gentlemen, thank
you very much for your testimony. We very much appreciate it. We
will now move to the 5-minute question rule, and I will begin the
questioning by a question that I want to address to all of you. I
will give you a minute or two to think about it and I would like
to then have brief answers from each of you. I will move to a sec-
ond question in the meantime. These are the two related questions.

What type of barriers do you believe are the most damaging to
international trade in financial services? And then, second, I want
to ask you which countries are the most restrictive, have the most
restrictive rules for gaining market access? You can give me one,
two or three nominees.

And in the meantime, Mr. Judge, I would like to go to a comment
you had at page 6 related to what you describe as a NAFTA model
for transitions; that is, transition periods, for entry into developing
country markets. And the points that you are making that NAFTA
could be in, that it is sector specific. Is that the primary reason you
cite this or is it something about the transition period model itself?
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Mr. JUDGE. No, it was the transition model itself. In some nego-
tiations it makes sense to have a transition period to get to a goal
of total market access and that cannot be accomplished imme-
diately.

Chairman BEREUTER. How do you think, for example, the China
WTO access treated your country on transition periods and other
elements that limit or begin to open up your access to securities,
exports, sales?

Mr. JUDGE. Our support for the China agreement was based on
the general benefit to the economy. The securities industry itself
did not receive as favorable a treatment under that as other indus-
tries did.

Chairman BEREUTER. It was one of their disappointments in
short, wasn’t it?

Mr. JUDGE. Yes, we were very disappointed in the agreement
reached on securities with China.

Chairman BEREUTER. Now if I could come back and ask each of
you, just doing down the line, Mr. O’Connor, do you want to give
me what are the most damaging barriers to international trade in
financial services?

Mr. O’CONNOR. Well, based on my experience, I think some of the
barriers that are significant are ownership. In some countries there
is a limitation on ownership for foreign companies. India has a lim-
itation of 26 percent, which is very bothersome. Another one is the
product approval process. That has been very problematic in Japan
where foreign companies, until recently anyway, have been subject
to another approval process for their products that was different
than it was for Japanese companies. And then another example, I
think certain countries, China comes to mind here, they have
closed out certain sectors, certain product sectors for foreign com-
panies. Automobile insurance is a closed sector. There were other
sectors, but automobile is one.

Chairman BEREUTER. Let’s deal with the barriers first. Mr.
Farmer, which are your nominees?

Mr. FARMER. Well, we will talk about the barriers first.
Chairman BEREUTER. Yes.
Mr. FARMER. The commercial banking industry I don’t think feels

it has significant barriers to entry in any market that is of real in-
terest to the industry in terms of an economy which would be
worth trying to operate in.

Chairman BEREUTER. Is that because of national treatment giv-
ing us more leverage?

Mr. FARMER. That is basically due to the fact that the 1997
GATS agreement made a great deal of progress, and always I men-
tion Canada and Japan being prime examples there. There are bar-
riers in the sense of hurdles to operating successfully in some of
these markets I have mentioned in my statement, where the regu-
latory structure is such that the risks for operating in those mar-
kets make them unattractive. Lack of transparency in the regu-
latory system, actually the SIA statement on that is quite com-
prehensive. Lack of ability to have input on regulatory structures,
and the other thing I would say is weakness of the local banking
sector. It really isn’t possible to operate successfully in a country
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if the local banking sector, as it is, for example, in Russia, simply
doesn’t operate properly.

Chairman BEREUTER. That is interesting. We will have to come
back to that one. I want the other barriers nominated by Mr. Judge
if I may. Excuse me, Mr. Farmer. Mr. Judge.

Mr. JUDGE. Where they exist, ownership and market establish-
ment barriers are still very important, but we found that, as Tom
said, Mr. Farmer said, the 1997 WTO accords removed many of
those. But more important are the lack of transparent regulatory
systems in these countries. That is something that is really a coun-
try-by-country, barrier-by-barrier, regulation-by-regulation fight
that we have to make.

Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you very much. I am out of time,
but I want to go to Dr. Weisbrot to see if he wants to suggest the
most egregious or difficult barriers.

Mr. WEISBROT. I can’t speak for the industry, obviously—I think
this is one of the problems with the way this is looked at—some
of the things that are barriers to entry to financial services mar-
kets are actually regulatory measures that are necessary to main-
tain stability in local capital markets. And the example I gave in
my testimony, for example, as to what brought on the Asian finan-
cial crisis was a removal of restrictions on foreign borrowing that
allowed banks and corporations there to borrow almost unlimited
amounts from abroad of short-term capital. Of course, this is what
created the instability that led to the currency crashes that brought
with it the whole collapse of the economies in the region, because
you had this enormous influx of short-term capital, which was
pushed very strongly by the U.S. Treasury Department. Prior to
this deregulation it would not have been possible.

Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you very much. That subject about
what caused the financial crisis in Asia is the subject of another
discussion, but my judgment is that is only one of the reasons. The
other was crony capitalism and mishandling of it by the IMF in its
initial stages, but that is for another day.

Mr. Sanders.
Mr. SANDERS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I understand we have

representatives from the insurance banking and securities industry
here and you are testifying about financial services, and that is fair
enough. That is your interest. But I would like you to do me a favor
and put another hat on as well. Just pretend that you are not rep-
resenting a financial services industry, but you are a Member of
the United States Congress that has to look at financial services
and a dozen other things. And if a constituent came up to you and
said, sir, we now know that financial services are running a sur-
plus, Mr. Congressman, but we have an $83 billion trade deficit
with China—I know some of you have mentioned NAFTA. We have
now a $24 billion trade deficit with Mexico, whereas before
NAFTA, we had a surplus. We have a $50 billion trade deficit with
Canada, which has more than doubled since NAFTA.

So now you are a United States Congressman and not just a rep-
resentative of a financial service industry. Tell me what you would
tell a constituent when a constituent said, hey, these are not work-
ing for me, because I lost my job or my wages are going down or
my wife lost her job. So how do you feel about the China agree-
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ment, the NAFTA agreement overall? Overall, not just from your
financial services. Give us some advice as to how we should vote
on these issues.

Mr. O’Connor, if you could briefly respond, Mr. Farmer, Mr.
Judge, Mr. Weisbrot.

Mr. O’CONNOR. Congressman, the insurance industry is a par-
ticular industry. It is not a manufacturing industry, it is a service
industry. So I don’t think anybody has lost their job in the insur-
ance industry, because of opening of new markets. I would use the
specific example of China. Right now, the Chinese can sell their
goods in the United States. Basically they have a pretty good free
access to the U.S. marketplace where U.S. companies don’t have
access to selling goods to the same extent in China. I would say the
WTO accession and implementation of a bilateral trade agreement
would reduce the trade deficit with a significant trading partner of
the United States where we have a deficit, and that is China.

Mr. SANDERS. I appreciate that and, as you know, we don’t pick
and choose in general. When we are dealing with NAFTA, you are
not just dealing with insurance, you are dealing with automobiles
and steel and everything else.

So you did not quite answer my question. I am appreciative of
the fact that the financial services industry is running a surplus,
but we can’t pick—well, we can pick and choose, but the approach
we have taken is broad trade policy.

Mr. Farmer, how would you answer that question?
Mr. FARMER. Let me say I am neither a Member of Congress or

an economist.
Mr. SANDERS. For a few minutes you will be a Member of Con-

gress.
Mr. FARMER. I am way over my head. I think a lot depends on

who your constituents are. I would think Mr. Bereuter’s constitu-
ents, to the extent they are farmers, are quite happy with NAFTA
and some of the other agreements. In other words, I think there
are balances. Certainly I think if I were an economist, and I am
not, I think you need to look at trade balances on a worldwide
basis, not on a bilateral basis. I know we are running a worldwide
deficit at this point also, but we are running also a capital account
and this is one area where the financial services industry comes in
well. A lot of this is balanced off by the need for, and the willing-
ness of, our creditors to keep holding onto those little green pieces
of paper that we give them, the dollar bills. That is partly due to
the fact that they can invest these papers extremely well in the
United States, thereby helping our capital markets, lowering our
capital costs, and the part of the economy that is driven by them
doing well.

Mr. SANDERS. I have to interrupt you, because we don’t have
much time and I want others to comment. I would say when we
talk about trade or economic policy in general sometimes we miss
the bottom line, and what the bottom line is to me, to be frank, is
how the average citizen is doing. Does this trade policy benefit the
average person? You are right, in some cases a farmer in Mr. Be-
reuter’s district or my district benefits, but on average when you
are running up a $400 billion plus trade deficit I think the evidence
is overwhelming that the average American is not benefiting.
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Mr. Judge, your view?
Mr. JUDGE. First of all, I might tell other industries to follow the

example of the financial services industry. The financial services
industry seems to have a pretty good example of how this can be
done. I encourage other industries to follow the notion of expanding
markets overseas. I would want to make sure there is a cause and
effect relationship between the enactment of the trade agreement
and the trade deficit that you point out. I am not sure in the ab-
sence of these trade agreements that the trade deficit would be all
that much better. In fact, it could be worse. I would make sure I
understood there is a cause and effect relationship there, and I am
not sure there is one there yet.

Mr. SANDERS. Subject for another discussion.
Mr. Weisbrot.
Mr. WEISBROT. I don’t think actually any economist would dis-

pute the relationship between the trade agreements and the deficit.
They might dispute the actual effect of that trade deficit on things
like wages for employment over the long run. But I think what you
would have to say is, first of all, the agreements—NAFTA and the
FTAA, they are deliberately designed to make it easier for U.S. cor-
porations to move their investments elsewhere, direct foreign in-
vestment elsewhere. So there is no doubt that they have that effect.
The other effect they have is to push wages down. Here, if you look
at them, is the one probably most important statistic that you can
look at concerning the U.S. economy from the point of view of the
people, and that is the median wage. That is, the real median wage
adjusted for inflation is today the same as it was 27 years ago.
Now this is unprecedented in American economic history. This
means that the majority of the labor force in the United States has
literally not shared in the gains from economic growth over the last
27 years. If you compare that to the previous 27 years, the typical
wage increased by 80 percent. The difference between 80 percent
and zero is huge, and a good part of that again, economists would
argue how much, but a sizable part of that is due to our inter-
national commercial agreements and exchanges.

Mr. SANDERS. Thank you all.
Chairman BEREUTER. The time of the gentleman has expired.

There were three Members here at the beginning of session. Mrs.
Roukema was here at the beginning of the first session. First, we
will hear from Mrs. Roukema, Mr. Castle, Mrs. Biggert, and then
order of appearance under the committee rules.

Mrs. Roukema.
Mrs. ROUKEMA. I don’t quite know where to begin here, but I

have listened very carefully to what you have to say. And coinci-
dentally I might tell you that I and Mr. Bereuter were at a policy
hearing this morning where Trade Ambassador, I’m sorry, Bob
Zoellick, our Trade Negotiator for the Bush Administration, was
speaking, and we had noted the Trade Promotion Authority which
a couple of you referenced. That has been evidently pointed out as
something that Congress has to do. I don’t know how high a pri-
ority you rank that. But I would like to know if you want to com-
ment on the Trade Promotion Authority. I would be happy to hear
that, but I would like to know what do you think our Trade Rep,
Mr. Zoellick, should be doing now for your industry, and I heard

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:34 Oct 12, 2001 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 73597.TXT HBANK1 PsN: HBANK1



20

you say you need more transparency country to country. And you
did talk about some of the damaging barriers to financial services.
What should the Trade Rep be doing with the Administration and
through the Administration with your industry?

Mr. O’CONNOR. I think the Trade Representative should be ad-
dressing these barriers that we mentioned earlier.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. I’m sorry? Should be?
Mr. O’CONNOR. Addressing.
Mrs. ROUKEMA. Has there been any movement in that direction

in the correspondence? There has been correspondence and dia-
logue.

Mr. O’CONNOR. Yes. There is an open communication link be-
tween our industry anyway and the U.S. Trade Representative,
and we constantly advise. This is a moving target. As we go for-
ward, we constantly advise what are the remaining barriers and
what the problems are. Transparency continues to be a problem
and we make our proposals to USTR and have frequent meetings
with them, and they are very serious about us helping the financial
services industry, particularly insurance, address these issues with
the offending countries.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Either you or anyone else, please amplify on
that, but at the same time tell me, has there been any action taken
besides communication and discussions?

Mr. FARMER. Could I? Let me say the way the U.S. Government
is structured in financial services outside of insurance, the prin-
cipal responsibility, negotiating responsibility is not with Mr.
Zoellick, but with the Secretary of the Treasury. We have worked
very closely with the Treasury over the years through various ad-
ministrations and they have been very actively negotiating on
these very issues with foreign governments.

My reference to Canada and Japan reflect mostly the efforts of
the U.S. Treasury to get the regulatory structures improved in
these countries, and that has continued to go on. And I would say
the Treasury also is working with the IMF, which is beginning to
give technical assistance to countries that don’t understand regula-
tion. And so through the Treasury/IMF channel there has been a
lot going on.

As you know, the current Treasury is just getting into place for
various reasons, and we are looking forward to even more activity
by them when they get their top people in place.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Thank you.
Yes, Mr. Judge.
Mr. JUDGE. First of all, we strongly support TPA, and we think

it should be a high priority. Second, I think the U.S. Government
should be encouraging that the WTO Financial Services Round to
remove further barriers. I think Mr. Farmer pointed out the good
relationship between USTR and the Treasury, and Treasury’s re-
sponsibility for banking and securities and USTR’s responsibility
for insurance and other financial services.

The last Administration, and the previous Administration, have
done a very good job working with the industry in trying to identify
our major concerns and addressing them. I think so far the rhetoric
out of the Administration has been very positive on these issues,
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and so we look forward to working with them in the next year or
two and developing those negotiating positions.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Excuse me. You said the rhetoric has been good,
but has there been action as well?

Mr. JUDGE. I don’t mean that pejoratively. The public statements
have been very positive is a better way of saying that. My rhetoric
was flawed there.

Mr. FARMER. The senior political officials of the Treasury are not
yet in place and it is not fair to judge the Treasury performance
on the last few months.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Weisbrot.
Mr. WEISBROT. We are against the Trade Promotion Authority,

and we think, first of all, the Constitution confers upon the legisla-
tive branch the authority to regulate commerce with foreign na-
tions. It is a relatively recent development that it has been shifted
more and more to the executive branch, and I think one of the
problems of it is you have these commercial agreements that are
negotiated that do neglect the public interest, as Congresswoman
Waters was pointing out, in terms of environmental health, public
health and of course the effect on workers.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Excuse me, I wasn’t quite sure. What did you say
about Trade Promotion Authority? Whose responsibility did you say
it is?

Mr. WEISBROT. Congress should have the responsibility, the main
responsibility, for trade and commercial agreements.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. You are saying we should be pushing that imme-
diately?

Mr. WEISBROT. No, I think what Trade Promotion Authority does
is it shifts that authority to the executive branch by allowing Con-
gress to have only an up or down vote on that. So it really takes
most of the power away from Congress on that.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. But you are the minority on that?
Mr. WEISBROT. I don’t know if I am the minority in the country.
Mrs. ROUKEMA. I mean on the panel.
Thank you very much.
Chairman BEREUTER. The gentlelady from Illinois, Mrs. Biggert,

is recognized.
Mrs. BIGGERT. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I have a

question. What areas do you want to see addressed in the next
round of negotiations? I will start with Mr. O’Connor.

Mr. O’CONNOR. I will pick up on that and also respond to Con-
gresswoman Roukema’s question further. AIA, the industry asso-
ciation that I represent, has identified 150 barriers, trade barriers,
entry barriers, market barriers, and that list is being prepared and
it will be transmitted to USTR. And that will be also on the agenda
for the Doha Ministerial, which will take place this fall.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Are you optimistic that there will be progress
made on these fronts?

Mr. O’CONNOR. In some areas. That is a long list. But there are
some priority areas. I think I mentioned a couple of them earlier,
and we are hopeful that there will be progress.

Mrs. BIGGERT. OK. About 10 years ago, the U.S. financial serv-
ices industry was quite concerned with the development of the EU
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and how that would affect the ability of U.S. firms to compete. So
what has been the experience of the financial sector with the EU?

Mr. FARMER. Let me say on banking it has been excellent. There
have been lengthy negotiations with the EU, again very strongly
assisted by the U.S. Treasury, and the end result has been that
U.S. financial institutions are treated the same way as European
institutions just as we treat them over here. I would say on the
whole within the G–7 countries now there is a reciprocity of the na-
tional treatment and equal access to each others’ institutions that
is exemplary.

The EU privacy directive is another matter. It is a misunder-
standing we think on the part of the Europeans as to what our pri-
vacy regime consists of, and that is understandable. It is very new.
It is very complex, and I think we are just beginning to understand
ourselves how it is working and how effective it is.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Then just another general question is what are
the benefits to the U.S. financial services firms when new markets
are opened to their services and how does this help our economy?

Mr. JUDGE. How does it help our economy? It helps in several
ways. First, when new markets are opened up, U.S. firms are able
to provide services to that economy that they were unable to pro-
vide before. That provides revenue for U.S. firms.

Second, it means the economies in those countries are more com-
petitive, they are more advanced. It provides us the ability to ex-
port other goods into that country that they may not have been
able to purchase before. They may not have had the income or they
may not have had the need for those goods and services produced
by United States manufacturers.

Third, we provide export financing for those exports into that
country. There are several ways in which greater access by U.S.
firms to those countries increase U.S. economic interests.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Chairman BEREUTER. Thank you very much, Mrs. Biggert.
The gentleman from Illinois, Mr. Manzullo, is recognized.
Mr. MANZULLO. Thank you very much. Unfortunately, the people

that were criticizing you for only having an $8 billion trade surplus
do not realize that the trade surplus for all services is $80 billion.
And that is engineering, architectural, legal, I think about 17 dif-
ferent areas that all become part of what we know as trades and
services. For years I have belonged to a group called the Trans-
atlantic Business Dialogue that entered into a memorandum of un-
derstanding on policy standards which would open up the way in
EU, for more American service sectors. I wonder if you could com-
ment? There are continued negotiations for transparency in each of
those 17 areas.

Mr. Farmer, you already stated that things couldn’t be any better
in banking in Europe. But is there any improvement in our rela-
tions in the EU for banking? And then Mr. Judge for securities and
Mr. O’Connor on insurance.

Mr. FARMER. Well, I would just say that basically leaving aside
our current debate on the privacy issue, the important thing is not
to disrupt the good relationship that is now working. And these are
capital markets which we think are doing well, and the Europeans
are beginning to get to a Europe-wide financial market, which
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doesn’t yet exist, and when it does, I think it is going to be very
beneficial for our firms as well. I don’t think we have any real dis-
putes or differences of views between ourselves.

Mr. MANZULLO. We will leave that alone, then. Good.
Steve.
Mr. JUDGE. Well, I think Tom is right that this is an evolving

relationship between the United States and Europe. As they have
greater common markets, there are fewer country-by-country dif-
ferences, and so that is an advantage. We do have different regu-
latory systems, and we have to learn how each of the different sys-
tems work. They need to learn about ours and we need to learn
about theirs.

On balance, I think the relationship between the United States
and the EU is as good as any relationship in the world, but clearly
there are areas we can work on, and we are working on them. They
have begun efforts in several areas, privacy, capital adequacies. We
have an ongoing dialogue with the EU at present on some of their
new initiatives and that we expect to continue. So those are areas
we have to work on. On balance, it is a pretty good relationship.
We have some issues at present.

Mr. O’CONNOR. The U.S. insurance industry and the trade asso-
ciations, working together with the Europeans, have come up with
a model schedule which deals with an ideal form of regulation,
transparent regulation, that we would like to have adopted as
much as possible around the world, so that we have to start to
have a global scale, a global model of regulation that we can all fol-
low. A lot of progress has been made on that and we have good
support from the Europeans as well.

Mr. MANZULLO. Would that apply to China also?
Mr. O’CONNOR. Yes.
Mr. MANZULLO. I know we have Met Life in our district and they

have been trying to get into China for a considerable period of
time.

The other question I have is more of a comment. Bob Vastine,
who is with the Coalition of Service Industries—I think you are all
part of that—wrote an article in the Keough Journal several
months ago where he states that when we pierce markets initially
with the service industry that the merchandise sector will follow
behind that. And I would like your comments on that.

Mr. JUDGE. I think that is a very good point, that it is many
times the easiest way in which to enter a market, the first entrant
being the financial services industry. But doing so, you bring in the
tools with which other parts of the economy and other parts of the
U.S. economy can export into that country. You have the financing
for the export, you have the financial infrastructure in place to
make those exports possible. So I think in many ways we in the
financial services sector are the door opener for many trade rela-
tionships.

Mr. MANZULLO. Could Ex-Im Bank have any role in providing
more financial services for exports?

Mr. FARMER. I would not say that, but I think obviously to the
extent that our customers, our exporters are able to export better
with Ex-Im financing, thereby the economy benefits. I don’t think
that it directly benefits the financial services sector other than its
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ability to effectively serve and provide export financing, especially
for small business, which is more dependent because of its risk pro-
file for Ex-Im support than maybe some of the others.

Mr. O’CONNOR. On the insurance side, certainly the availability
of insurance products from foreign insurance companies in a new
opening market helps ease the entry for manufacturing companies
who are entering into a market and want to have insurance cov-
erage that provides the similar type coverage that they will be get-
ting in the U.S. So that does help encourage investment overseas.

Mr. MANZULLO. Thank you very much.
Chairman BEREUTER. I thank you.
I do have a couple more questions, and we will take questions

from other Members if they wish. First of all, you all have excellent
testimony.

Mr. O’Connor, I particularly was struck by the five reasons you
cite why insurance is important to any economy. I think that is
very succinct and it seems to me out of enlightened self-interest in-
surance sectors ought to either be developed in those countries or
they should permit American and other developed country insur-
ance companies to come there if they want their economy to thrive.
I think that is a very interesting citation of five simple reasons
why it is important that insurance must exist for an economy to
thrive.

I am struck, as I listen to you—particularly the three representa-
tives of the financial services sector, how Mr. Farmer has fewer
concerns and complaints. It seems to me it must relate to the fact
that there is a banking system in every country, crude or as inad-
equate as it may be; whereas insurance is not really available in
any substantial area of some developing countries, or it does not
cover the areas of insurance that we would cover in this country.
The same is true with securities. And so we can make national
treatment work as leverage to assure that American banks doing
business abroad in a different country, or within the EU market
areas, are treated equally; national treatment in turn if we give
them national treatment in this country.

So we lack that leverage. I don’t know if you, Mr. Judge, or you,
Mr. O’Connor, have anything to suggest to us as to how we can
have more leverage for insurance and securities. If you do, I would
like to hear it now or later. What can we do to better arm the
USTR to make sure we get a good deal for your sectors?

Mr. JUDGE. One of the key things that we have found in dis-
cussing trade opportunities with other countries is that it is impor-
tant that they understand that it is in their own best interest to
allow freer access by U.S. financial services firms, banking, insur-
ance and securities into their markets, that that increases their
economic efficiencies, that that increases the opportunities for
growth. One thing I think that is important is their own self-inter-
est, and we have to educate them about that.

In terms of leverage, we have a very open market and we do not
support negotiations of restricting our market in order to provide
leverage over other countries and financial services. We think that
probably has some short-term and long-term problems in it. But
what is important is that banking tends to be the first industry
that is out there. And in order to have a good securities market you
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have to have an accumulation of assets to have an efficient securi-
ties market. I think the same is probably true for insurance. You
need to have a basis first of a good commercial banking market.

Mr. O’CONNOR. I think the greatest leverage that we have in our
industry is the fact that we generate—let me put it another way.
We mobilize savings within a country so we can generate a tremen-
dous pool of funds that haven’t been generated before that would
be invested in state bonds, government bonds, which I said earlier
in my testimony would then be invested in infrastructure projects
such as schools, hospitals, highways, railways, airports. I think
that is significant leverage. And as countries see that the U.S. has
had a lot of experience in mobilizing capital and putting that cap-
ital to work to build infrastructure, when the new markets see that
message and understand that message, I think that is terrific le-
verage, because they are all very concerned about building a mod-
ern infrastructure as quickly as possible.

Chairman BEREUTER. Japan has historically been one of the most
difficult countries for the insurance sector, for foreign insurance
companies to leap to clear. Do you think that has contributed in
any fashion to their financial problems? For example, the Japanese
people right now are putting their money into the post offices there
as their major savings outlet. And as you know, the interest rates
that are paid there are basically just storing their money. Do you
have any suggestions as to whether or not this is a major impedi-
ment or cause of their financial problems? Or would that be an ex-
aggeration?

I am searching for a good rationale why we can convince the Jap-
anese they have to bring their barriers down.

Mr. O’CONNOR. The reason for the problems in the Japanese
economy, particularly in the insurance sector, which is really trou-
bled, there is a flight to quality to the State postal savings system.
I think the significant part of that problem was created by a lack
of transparency in regulation, and I would say that regulation is
a problem there.

Chairman BEREUTER. Am I imagining things or have you in your
sector made a breakthrough in Korea lately? Did I read you finally
had success for opening up markets in South Korea, in the Repub-
lic of Korea?

Mr. O’CONNOR. It is not on our priority list. At least in our indus-
try, on the P and C side, we have been active for many years. It
is a difficult market to do business in, but we don’t see a significant
barrier at this time.

Chairman BEREUTER. I would like to supply all four of you with
copies of two memoranda that are prepared for the Members here
by the Congressional Research Service, particularly the last one
dated April 27, which looks at the potential impact on the financial
services sector of agreements in Jordan and Singapore and Viet-
nam, and I know one of you specifically mentioned your interest in
Vietnam. Is that you, Mr. Judge?

Mr. JUDGE. I mentioned Singapore.
Chairman BEREUTER. Singapore, and they also look at Chile.
Dr. Weisbrot, I can’t help engaging you a little bit here in light

of what you said with respect to your lack of support for Trade Pro-
motional Authority, and I think it is beyond my capacity to turn
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you around on that today, but I would make this comment and in-
vite you to respond to it if you wish.

The reason we granted President Ford Fast Track Authority,
which is now named Trade Promotional Authority, as you probably
know, was related to the fact that you are absolutely right that
under the Constitution Congress has the authority to regulate for-
eign commerce, but the problem we ran into is that countries or
groups of countries were unwilling to proceed with trade negotia-
tions, because they realized they could sit there all day, and finally
after months, perhaps work out agreements with the United States
Trade Representative and then Congress could come along and sec-
ond-guess them. So that was not the end of the line when they fi-
nally shook hands across the table as to what the agreement could
be. And so we delegated to the President, every President until the
President’s party failed him in the House, to give President Clinton
Trade Promotion Authority for then-called Fast Track Authority.
We always gave the President that ability. And the assurance we
gave to the countries across the table from us in those trade nego-
tiations is that Congress couldn’t change it. They could vote up or
down, but they couldn’t amend it and it would be handled expedi-
tiously in 90 days. So we reached Fast Track Authority only be-
cause we reached an impasse with trade negotiations. They were
unwilling to let that negotiation be second-guessed by Congress
when it finally came to us, since both Houses have to approve that
kind of agreement, that kind of a treaty.

So what alternative do we really have, given the unwillingness
of other countries to engage us in trade negotiations under the old
arrangement?

Mr. WEISBROT. Well, I have two or three answers to that.
Chairman BEREUTER. OK.
Mr. WEISBROT. First of all, I do hear the story a lot, but I do also

see examples of a story when the U.S. negotiators are taken seri-
ously without the Fast Track Authority. You did see the Multilat-
eral Agreement on Investment was negotiated from 1994 to 1997,
and it was about 90 percent complete, according to people who
were involved in the negotiations, and it did eventually collapse,
but it had nothing to do with the United States not being taken
seriously, and I don’t remember any country or anybody in any
other country in negotiations raising the issue that the United
States did not have Fast Track Authority to negotiate with the 28
other members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development in which the treaty was being negotiated. And that
was a major treaty. That was every bit as powerful as NAFTA or
the proposed FTAA in terms of things that were being negotiated.

So I think it clearly is possible to negotiate without the Fast
Track Authority.

Chairman BEREUTER. You can negotiate, but you can’t conclude.
Mr. WEISBROT. Like I said, it was never an issue, and they could

have concluded. If it was not for the opposition from over 600 non-
governmental organizations all around the world who mounted an
enormous campaign against that agreement, I think it would have
been concluded. I don’t think it would have fallen apart as a result
of the authority of the United States not being respected there to
negotiate that agreement.
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The other thing is if you look at the agreements you are talking
about where back in the seventies you are talking about the GATT,
for example, General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, where the
issue being negotiated was really just tariffs and some non-tariff
barriers to trade, mainly just tariffs. And now these trade agree-
ments are enormously much more powerful. That is why I don’t
call them trade agreements. I always call them commercial agree-
ments, because it is a misnomer to call NAFTA or the FTAA a
trade agreement, because the provisions of those agreements that
have the most impact on society and the economy of the member
countries are, in fact, the non-trade parts of those agreements.

So the agreement, for example, that Congresswoman Waters
mentioned on intellectual property rights, which is included in
NAFTA and the WTO and will be included in the FTAA, and of
course the investor-to-State dispute resolution mechanism of
NAFTA, which gives corporations for the first time ever the right
to directly sue governments for regulations, environmental or any
other kind of regulations that infringe on their profits, that is an
enormous change that affects every aspect of our regulation. There
has already been environmental regulation, both in Canada and it
is now threatening environmental regulation in California of the
gasoline additive MTBE, which California tried to ban and it is
now being challenged by a Canadian company. There are a number
of examples of these cases, and of course there are all the cases in
front of the WTO. Basically these agreements have reached into a
broad area that affects public health and safety enormously, much
more than the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade did, and
to tell Congress they have only an up or down vote on these issues
to me is just a terrible abdication of responsibility.

Chairman BEREUTER. Well, if I had an alternative that was
workable, and you haven’t given us one.

Mr. WEISBROT. I think Congress——
Chairman BEREUTER. And it is not just agreements. I admit to

you, in fact, that recent agreements like NAFTA are very broad in
their implications. They are trade related, they are commerce re-
lated. They are international commerce related. But they are
broad, I will give you that. They have an effect on our society as
well as the other partners of society. But it is not just the trade
agreements of the seventies. We didn’t have to go. We weren’t
forced by our negotiating partners to go to some new arrangement
until 1974. And then from 1974, from 1994 to 1996, I think it was
1994, we had all these Presidents successively given this grant of
power by Congress, saying you do your best to conclude the deal
and you can be assured that your trade partner knows that pro-
posed agreement that we finally have inked is not going to be
changed. It may go down entirely, but it is not going to be changed.
It is not that they do not respect us. They know that the man who
is sitting at the table does not have the final authority. We unique-
ly have given our parliamentary body, in this case the Congress,
the final say because of our Constitution. So tell me an alternative.

Mr. WEISBROT. Can I suggest one? One would be for Congress to
set the guidelines, to set out a series of goals and say this is what
we want the executive to negotiate in these agreements.

Chairman BEREUTER. Yes, that can certainly be done.
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Mr. WEISBROT. And then they know beforehand this is what they
are supposed to negotiate, and then they resolve the problem you
are referring to, where other countries might worry that the Con-
gress is not going to approve that agreement. Then you will have
a real congressional input from a body that is much more account-
able to the public than the USTR.

Chairman BEREUTER. That is certainly a reasonable suggestion
on your part. Just how far do you take it? Do you take it to the
point of micromanagement, where in effect it is impossible for ne-
gotiation to proceed? But it doesn’t have to be taken to that point.
So I accept your suggestion that we can be more detailed in the
guidelines that we give to our trade negotiators and you can even
differentiate between what they will do on bilateral versus multi-
lateral.

Mrs. Capito, you have the last word if you would like.
Mrs. CAPITO. No, I don’t have any questions.
Chairman BEREUTER. I would like to thank you very much.
I believe we have just barely scratched the surface. I am very in-

terested in this subject. I believe we can make progress and we can
assist you and therefore reduce the trade deficit that we have by
enhancing the level of services, especially the financial services,
that we are able to export abroad. And I know Chairman Oxley is
particularly interested that the subcommittee and committee make
progress in this area.

So for the first time in anybody’s memory this House of Rep-
resentatives is going to focus on trying to make sure that financial
service exports are more successful. Thank you, gentlemen, for your
testimony.

[Whereupon, at 4:09 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.]
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