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HEALTH CARE OF FILIPINO WORLD WAR II
VETERANS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS

THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2002

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH,

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 3 p.m., in room 334,
Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Jerry Moran (chairman of the
subcommittee) presiding.

Present: Representatives Moran, Stearns, Gibbons, Miller,
Boozman, Filner and Rodriguez.

Also Present: Representative Evans.

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN MORAN

Mr. MORAN. I thank you all very much. Our subcommittee will
come to order. I am delighted to be here today for purposes of tak-
ing testimony in regard to an issue that obviously draws a lot of
attention and has a number of folks who are interested in testify-
ing. In fact, we have 27 witnesses scheduled to testify today and
because of the voting schedule and because of members’ schedules,
I am going to forego any lengthy opening statement. But to simply
say that we are very interested in hearing from our panel of wit-
nesses today, and in particular, I would like to recognize the efforts
and the passion that the ranking member of the subcommittee, Mr.
Filner, brings to this topic.

He has been an advocate in regard to the issue of Filipino veter-
ans for a significant period of time, and it is an issue that matters
to him. He and Secretary Principi have joined forces, and in fact,
were together earlier this week in regard to this issue. And as al-
ways, as a subcommittee, we are delighted to have Mr. Principi
with us. So without further delay and in an attempt to try to keep
this meeting someplace close to a reasonable amount of time, I will
forego any additional comments and recognize the gentleman from
California, Mr. Filner.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BOB FILNER

Mr. FILNER. I thank the chairman. And I thank those of you who
were here this afternoon to join with us to talk about a very, very
important subject. We have waited almost 60 years to get equity
for the Filipino veterans of World War II. Many people have
worked on this a long time. I want to especially thank the Chair
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of this committee, Mr. Moran, who kept an open mind on this, gave
me the courtesy of hearing me out, read the materials, and is sup-
porting the bill that has emerged from discussions with the execu-
tive branch and with both parties.

The staff of the committee here on both sides of the aisle worked
very closely together. John Bradley, I want to thank you for your
help on this, and Kathleen Greve, and Stacy Zelenski, your new as-
sistant. It has been an effort that has been joined by both sides of
this aisle. I would say this is a historic day because we have
achieved a level of agreement between the executive and the legis-
lative branch, between the two parties and the Congress, and be-
tween the House and the Senate.

We have the support of Mr. Moran and Ranking Member Evans,
who himself has spent so many years working on this subject. I
thank you, Lane, for your steadfast support because you were there
before I got here and you helped keep this issue alive. We would
have not gotten this far without you.

We have agreed that the Filipino veterans of World War II have
not been treated fairly. They were drafted in World War II. They
didn’t say no. They fought and the bullets didn’t distinguish be-
tween those who were U.S. citizens at the time and those who were
Filipino citizens. Death didn’t make a distinction when Americans
died or Filipinos died. And so they helped us win the war in the
Pacific, helped harass the enemy and gave us time for McArthur
and the American forces to regroup and, in fact, retake the Phil-
ippines and the Pacific and win the war.

So we owe the Philippine soldiers a great deal. And yet in 1946
the Congress at that time, for whatever reason, said thank you but
no thank you, and withdrew all the benefits that these brave men
were promised. We have not redeemed that promise for over 55
years now. I think we will begin to redeem this promise in this cur-
rent congressional year.

Veterans are able to get both pensions and health benefits from
the United States Government as a thank you, not enough but
somewhat of a thank you for their service. We have introduced a
bill supported by this administration and by Republicans and
Democrats. A similar bill was dropped in the Senate by Senator
Inouye that opens up health care for the Filipino veterans who live
in this Nation, that will provide grants to the Philippine govern-
ment for treatment in the Veterans Hospital in Manila, and so
begin the path of restoring equity to those brave men of World War
II.

We will hear testimony today from veterans, from
Congressmembers who are supporting this bill, from the secretary
of the VA, and although I will say this when he testifies, he too,
like I said of Mr. Moran, kept an open mind, he gave me the cour-
tesy of hearing my arguments and we sat down and he is the first
secretary that said, you know, I agree with you. He was the first
one who sat down and said let’s try to work out something that we
can accept, that the budget can live with and our political system
would pass.

I thank the Secretary for his courtesy and his willingness to hear
the arguments and then do the right thing. We have, by the way,
Mr. Chairman, visitors from the Philippines, from their House of
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Deputies and Senators, the chairman of the House Committee on
Veterans Affairs in the Philippines, Congressman Tomas Dumpit is
here; Congressman James Gordon, Jr., who is the vice chairman of
the House Committee on Veterans, Congressman Mauricio
Domogan, also from the Committee on Veterans; Congressman An-
tonio Roman, who is an official delegate; Commodore Artemio
Arugay, who is administrator of the Philippines Veterans Office;
Colonel Emmanuel DeOcampo, a good friend of mine, who is the
president of the Veterans Federation of the Philippines; Esperanza
DeOcampo, the assistant secretary general of the Veterans Federa-
tion of the Philippines; retired General Rodrigo Gutang, a consult-
ant for the Federation; and attorney Peregrino Andres from the
Veterans Federation. If you will all stand up, I want to say thank
you for being here today.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I received a phone call a year or so ago
from someone who worked in Hollywood on movies, Rob Schneider,
and he said that there were people in the Hollywood community,
most of whom had Filipino ancestry who said they wanted to work
on this issue. Rob said his good friend, Lou Diamond Phillips want-
ed to help, and the two of them, Rob Schneider and Lou Diamond
Phillips—under the generalship, should I say, of Fritz Friedman,
who is the First Vice President for Worldwide Marketing for Sony
Pictures, the three of them went to work and produced a video
which I have distributed to all the Members of Congress, a 3-
minute or 4-minute video, which is a very moving story of why we
ought to grant benefits to our veterans.

And with some of their friends like Tia Carrera and Dean Devlin,
they said although we are involved in our careers and making mov-
ies and doing television, we are going to devote time to something
that we cared very much about. Fritz Friedman and Lou Diamond
Phillips are here today to testify, and I want to thank them for say-
ing our responsibility to our society is not just doing our own jobs,
but caring for other people around us and working hard for them.
We will hear from them, and they will speak from their hearts, Mr.
Chairman.

So I thank you for the courtesy and the help for putting together
this hearing. I think it is going to be a very moving day, especially
for people who have not heard much about this issue before. We
will learn about the contributions of these veterans and why we
ought to give them certain benefits that will be the subject of
legislation.

Mr. MORAN. I thank the gentleman from California. And I wel-
come our first panel to today’s hearing. The first panel consists of
His Excellency, Albert Del Rosario, the Philippine ambassador to
the United States. Welcome Mr. Ambassador. This is the first time
an ambassador of any foreign nation has testified before our sub-
committee, and we are honored to have you here today. Also Mr.
Ambassador, as a Kansan, I would like to thank you and your gov-
ernment for your efforts on behalf of the Kansan missionaries in
the Philippines and the efforts that your country made in the at-
tempt to rescue the Burnhams. We are very grateful for the rela-
tionship we have with your country and appreciate your efforts on
behalf of the two U.S. Citizens working in your nation.
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We also have our Honorable Secretary, Mr. Principi, and we are
delighted as always to have the Secretary before our subcommittee.

STATEMENTS OF HIS EXCELLENCY ALBERT DEL ROSARIO,
AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES, EMBASSY OF THE
PHILIPPINES; HON. ANTHONY J. PRINCIPI, SECRETARY, DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN
H. THOMPSON, DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL

Mr. MORAN. We appreciate your attendance back here again
today and I would now ask that we proceed with the panel. Mr.
Ambassador, we welcome your testimony.

STATEMENT OF HIS EXCELLENCY ALBERT DEL ROSARIO

Ambassador DEL ROSARIO. Mr. Chairman, distinguished mem-
bers of the committee, thank you for this privilege. I assure you the
honor is mine. I appear before you, Mr. Chairman, with humility.
As I speak on behalf of our beloved veterans, I am humbled be-
cause any one of them, without a doubt, is braver and more patri-
otic than I could ever expect to be. I also appear before you with
profound gratitude to those who had specifically saved my life. In
the liberation of Manila when I was 5 years old, after my father
had been imprisoned and tortured, our home was destroyed with
my sister and I being seriously wounded and left for dead.

It was the guerillas, much like the veterans that we have here
today, Mr. Chairman, who rescued us. We never saw them again.
I, therefore, appear before you in a suspended state because it was
never possible for me to thank those who had saved my life and
to express to them how much I value the gift of love, the gift of
life and the gift of freedom.

I appear before you in awe as I see a few of the surviving gallant
veterans here. They had been called by the President of the United
States to place their lives at risk for America and the Philippines
during World War II so that all of us present today can also value
the gift of life and the gift of freedom.

I appear before you, Mr. Chairman, with sadness in my heart be-
cause these distinguished veterans to whom we owe so much have
become much older, yet they remain unbowed, Mr. Chairman, even
as they await recognition before they ultimately fade away.

Lastly, I appear before you today with the hope and trust that
we will finally demonstrate our eternal gratitude to our veterans
by bestowing on them their entitlement. In ending, Mr. Chairman,
may I request permission to salute our beloved veterans who are
here today.

Mr. MORAN. You certainly may. Mr. Ambassador, thank you very
much for your very heartfelt statement. I appreciate your participa-
tion today and we look forward to working with you and your gov-
ernment.

[The prepared statement of Ambassador Del Rosario appears on
p. 63.]

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Secretary.

STATEMENT OF HON. ANTHONY J. PRINCIPI

Secretary PRINCIPI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It is indeed a
privilege to appear before this committee, alongside His Excellency,
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Ambassador Albert Del Rosario, and I thank you very much for the
opportunity to speak to the subcommittee on H.R. 4904, a bill to
expand health care eligibility and benefits delivery for Filipino
veterans.

I have a written statement I would request be submitted for the
record. Mr. Chairman, I thank you for your leadership and for your
holding this hearing on this very, very important subject. I also
wish to commend Congressman Filner for his unwaivering support
for Filipino veterans and for his leadership in holding their rightful
cause as high as the Filipinos held America’s righteous cause 60
years ago.

I don’t think it is an overstatement to say that the ill wind which
our Nation faced during our darkest hours of World War II could
have swept away all we hold dear as Americans had it not been
for the incredible bravery and sacrifice of tens of thousands of Fili-
pinos, who half a world away believed as we do in freedom. Mr.
Chairman, Congressman Filner, other members on this committee,
and members of the other panels here today, I understand Senator
Inouye could not be here because of illness.

Congressman Gilman, Congresswoman Mink and so many of
your colleagues throughout the Congress should be commended for
recognizing their bravery and sacrifice and for championing legisla-
tion to redeem, as best we can, the price Filipinos paid for our lib-
erty. I am most grateful to President Bush for backing my appear-
ance before the committee today to share with you the administra-
tion’s enthusiastic support for legislation to insure Filipino veter-
ans receive just and fair services and benefits.

President Bush and President Aroyo have spoken on several oc-
casions and are in agreement that we should extend our hands and
our hearts to Filipino veterans and their families. I thank Presi-
dent Aroyo for her very thoughtful and cooperative efforts, and I
know the President thanks President Aroyo and the people of the
Philippines for their standing, once again, shoulder to shoulder
with Americans in the war on terrorism.

I also want to express my deepest appreciation and thanks to
Ambassador Del Rosario for his invaluable help and the many
kindnesses he extended to the President and to me during our trav-
els to the Philippines and in helping us better understand the
needs of Filipino veterans.

Mr. Chairman, only a precious few men and women alive today
can fully appreciate the sacrifices Filipinos offered so unselfishly
when their homeland and American soil came under brutal and
overwhelming attack. I am in awe of every Filipino who survived
the Bataan Death March, the most infamous death march in all of
history, and I am indebted to every Filipino who died for freedom’s
sake during that dreadful ordeal.

America is in debt to their ultimate sacrifices, and today we re-
deem that debt by what we do here in the days and weeks ahead.
In recognition of our commitment to honor Filipino veterans and
their survivors, the administration supports payment of the full
service connected disability compensation rates to former new Fili-
pino scouts who reside in the United States.

We support payment of the full dependency and indemnity com-
pensation rates to surviving spouses of veterans of the Common-
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wealth Army Recognized Guerillas, or new Filipino scouts who re-
side in the United States. We also support providing health care
on the same basis as for U.S. veterans for veterans of the Common-
wealth Army Recognized Guerillas or new Philippine scouts who
reside in the United States, regardless of service connection for
their disabilities. There is more that we must do to honor our Phil-
ippine comrades in arms in death as much as in life.

I personally support the proposal to provide burial benefits for
the former members of the new Philippine scouts. I have been as-
sured that because of the small number of beneficiaries this provi-
sion would not trigger PAYGO requirements.

Mr. Chairman the president has also authorized VA to provide
annual equipment grants of approximately $500,000 to the Phil-
ippine government to provide care and improved care, much needed
care at the Veterans Memorial Medical Center in Manila. Again,
Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, I thank you for provid-
ing this opportunity to stand in support of the changes that the ad-
ministration believes are necessary to fill America’s—to fulfill
America’s obligation to Filipino veterans. Working together, we
can, we must move forward with the legislation needed to meet our
commitment to the proud and brave Philippine citizens who stood
shoulder to shoulder, who stood by the United States in our time
of need during the Second World War. Today let us say we are
standing by them.

Mr. Chairman, that concludes my remarks. And I would be
happy to answer any questions that you or members of the sub-
committee may have. Thank you very much.

[The prepared statement of Secretary Principi appears on p. 65.]
Mr. MORAN. Your Excellency, Mr. Ambassador and Mr. Sec-

retary, thank you for your testimony and I would ask Mr. Filner,
the gentleman from California if he has any questions.

Mr. FILNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I thank the Secretary,
and I thank the Ambassador for your very eloquent statement.
Every time we bring together people on this topic, the statements
are so compelling I wish every member of Congress could hear
them. I think there would be no trouble passing legislation.

I thank my colleagues who are here. After we have adjourned for
the week, I thank you for being here and for working to understand
this issue. It really means a great deal to me, and I am sure to all
the people in this room, that you are here. And Mr. Secretary,
again, I say as I said earlier, you have worked extremely hard to
understand this issue. You bring to it a sensitivity. You gave me
the chance to make my case to you and I appreciate that greatly.

The points that you have outlined as administration support, we
have embodied in the legislation. It is H.R. 4904.

[The attachment appears on p. 41.]
Mr. FILNER. It is cosponsored by my good friends on the Repub-

lican side, Mr. Gilman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Rohrabacher. It is,
on the Democratic side, Mr. Evans and several others who have
participated in this fight for a long time. I hope that this committee
can act knowing that the administration supports this bill. I feel
confident that our chairman of our full committee will support this
bill, and I hope that we could pass it before the August break be-
cause then the Senate would have time to take up Senator Inouye’s
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companion bill. He cannot be with us today, and Mr. Chairman, I
would ask that his statement be included as part of our record.

Mr. MORAN. Without objection. So ordered.
[The prepared statement of Senator Inouye appears on p. 49.]
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Inouye has worked on this issue for decades. He

is the real hero who has kept this issue alive when various
Congressmembers came and went. I hope the Senator’s staff will
transmit to him our deep appreciation for his support. With Mr.
Phillips and Mr. Friedman, we were on the Senate side today lob-
bying for that bill and we have from some key people, I think, got-
ten expressions of support, and I think we will be able to pass this
on the Senate side also.

Mr. Secretary, I assume if we pass this bill in this congressional
session, that it would be implemented in the coming fiscal year,
and that these veterans would be eligible for the health care begin-
ning October 1, assuming it passed by then. Would that be correct?

Secretary PRINCIPI. That certainly would be my hope, Mr. Filner.
Mr. FILNER. And your commitment to us—I assume you can do

on your own authority—is this grant in aid to the Philippines of
$500,000 would be an annual grant; is that correct?

Secretary PRINCIPI. That is correct, Mr. Filner.
Mr. FILNER. For equipment which would help treat veterans

there?
Secretary PRINCIPI. That would be an equipment grant based

upon a priority list, and we would have that equipment transported
to the Philippines; that is correct.

Mr. FILNER. Some people have let me know that the hospital
there is not in the greatest condition; that is the Veterans Memo-
rial Medical Center. We might want to look at, along with equip-
ment, some help in rehabilitating or helping them to make what-
ever modernization is needed to help our veterans be treated fully
and most beneficially.

Secretary PRINCIPI. Well, we certainly will do so Mr. Filner. I be-
lieve that the grant of equipment will go a long way to modernizing
the medical center technologically. And we certainly will look to see
how we can assist our Philippine counterparts in the modernization
effort.

Mr. FILNER. And again, as I expressed to you privately, I had vis-
ited the outpatient clinic there, that the VA maintains. In fact, I
think it is the only place outside the United States that we have
an outpatient clinic? I am not sure.

Secretary PRINCIPI. To my knowledge, yes. The only location of
an outpatient clinic would be in Manila. It is a relatively small out-
patient clinic. We do primarily compensation and pension exams at
the clinic, although we do afford treatment to U.S. veterans, mili-
tary retirees who reside in the Philippines. But again, it is rather
limited, if you will, in scope.

Mr. FILNER. Right. I have visited. As we go along in your com-
mitment, you might look at that outpatient clinic for some expan-
sion. I think it is capable of doing that. Again, Mr. Secretary, I
don’t know how to thank you enough for your willingness to look
at this issue, to talk with the President. I know you carried the
President’s support to President Aroyo on your recent trip to Ma-
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nila, and we want to convey to the President our thanks for his
support of these measures and appreciate it so much.

Secretary PRINCIPI. Thank you, Mr. Filner.
Mr. FIlner. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Boozman.
Mr. BOOZMAN. I would just like to thank you and Mr. Filner for

holding the hearing. I am anxious to hear the testimony that we
have got today and appreciate having you here, and the ambas-
sador.

Mr. MORAN. Thank you, Mr. Boozman. Mr. Evans.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. LANE EVANS, RANKING DEMO-
CRATIC MEMBER, FULL COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’
AFFAIRS

Mr. EVANS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I appreciate the time
that you have given us today to talk about this important issue. I
want to salute Bob Filner for his leadership. He has been a con-
stant champion over the years. This is his most important cause.
He has understated his past involvement. We have worked really
hard in terms of the legislation that we proposed, but he is only
telling half the story. The other half is that he has worked hard
for over 10 years and we salute you and thank you, we think you
did an outstanding job. The Filipino veterans, I think, have treated
us to a lesson here in the United States, and that is that one per-
son can make a difference. Many more put together can make a
bigger difference.

If you want to know what a hero looks like, just go out in that
hallway, right out there, and you will see 60 or 70 of them. Thank
God for them because without them, we all wouldn’t be here talk-
ing today about the freedoms and liberties that we enjoy. So I ap-
preciate what you have done.

Mr. MORAN. Thank you, Mr. Evans. Thank you for joining us
today. And Mr. Miller.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JEFF MILLER

Mr. MILLER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. For the first time pub-
licly, I can now say thank you, Mr. Secretary, for visiting my con-
gressional district. Appreciate that very much. Appreciate your tes-
timony here today as well. I, too, salute those that are bringing
this legislation forward. I would like to submit a statement to the
record, if that is agreeable and also ask the Ambassador a ques-
tion, if I might.

[The prepared statement of Congressman Miller appears on p.
48.]

Mr. MILLER. In your opening statement, you talked about some
of the veterans choosing to stay in the Philippines and being dis-
advantaged by staying there. And I was wanting to know what you
meant by that statement.

Ambassador DEL ROSARIO. Well, sir, the—there was a privilege
given to Filipino veterans to become citizens of the United States
if they were to come to the United States and apply for the citizen-
ship. The greater part of the Filipino veterans, sir, could not afford
to come to the United States, and therefore, the veterans who could
not do that remained in the Philippines. In terms of number, num-
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bers we are talking of perhaps 10,000 veterans here, and about
34,000 veterans left in the Philippines. The way the bill that has
been filed is structured, I believe that the benefits are being signifi-
cantly restored for those who are residing in the United States. We
have to—we are grateful for this—for these benefits and for the
veterans who are going to receive benefits in the United States and
we believe this is an important incremental and a step forward in
terms of the restoration of benefits. But our position, sir, is that we
have to keep on working in order to be able to help the Filipino
veterans who remain in the Philippines.

Mr. MORAN. Thank you, Mr. Miller. Your statement will be made
part of the record if there is no objection. No objection. So ordered.
Mr. Rodriguez.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Thank you. First of all, Mr. Chairman, I want
to thank you for allowing this to occur, I know that a lot of our
members are not here because we did not anticipate being in ses-
sion on Friday, our last vote just occurred and many members were
going home. But that doesn’t mean that we are not interested. And
so I want to personally thank you, first of all, for allowing this to
happen. And I also want to thank Bob Filner.

When I came up in the Congress, I think one of the first issues
that Bob Filner got me on was on this. He educated me on what
had transpired, to the fact that the Filipino veterans had been
there for us, and the fact that we have failed to be there for them
by having denied them the veterans benefits that they deserve. I
know that today, Congressman Filner and along with Mr. Lou Dia-
mond Phillips, came by to speak to the Hispanic caucus, I think we
are going to be able to—if we don’t already have get the 18 His-
panic members of Congress on the bill. And so I was real proud to
hear from all of them. So I want to thank you for continuing this
effort.

Secretary Principi, thank you very much. You know, I think the
will is there. We have just got to get over the hill to make it hap-
pen. Ambassador Rosario, I also want to thank you and ask you to
continue pushing on behalf of the Filipinos from your country; I
want to thank you also for your service and for being there for us.
And so on behalf of the United States, we want to thank you and
the Filipino veterans for what they have done and we hope that
one way of doing this is through making this legislation a reality.

I have a flight later on and so I am going to have to be leaving,
but the best way to say thanks to our veterans is by making this
happen. So hopefully we can make this happen. Thank you.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Rodriguez, thank you for your statement. Mr.
Gibbons.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JIM GIBBONS

Mr. GIBBONS. Again, Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you as have
all my colleagues thanked you and Mr. Filner for your leadership
in holding this hearing today. I think it is so important for this
Congress and for America to understand the history and the close
connection the Philippines and the Filipino people have with our
Nation and our freedoms. I want to thank the Ambassador and the
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Secretary also for their presentations today. Certainly want to
thank the Ambassador for the administration’s support on this
issue that I think is long overdue, as do many Americans think it
is long overdue. We are grateful that you are here to present that
message to our committee as well.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to submit my written statement for
the record at a point in time and just take a brief moment here
to thank everybody, thank you for coming as far as you have, from
your home to Washington, DC, to our capital and to our committee
to express your support for this issue. Clearly, during World War
II, none of you who participated in helping America fight and win
that war ever thought that you would be giving only 50 percent of
your effort, so we believe that 100 percent of our return in terms
of support and assistance is a measure that is long overdue for
what you have contributed to this country. I, for one, as a veteran,
understand all too well the promises made need to be kept. And as
a member of this committee I can assure you that I will work to
keep America’s promises to all of those Filipinos. And with that
Mr. Chairman I want to thank you and appreciate again the oppor-
tunity to be here.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Gibbons, thank you for your remarks.
Mr. MORAN. And I do thank His Excellency and our own Sec-

retary for being with us today. Thank you. We will now call upon
our second panel. Thank you. The second panel consists of six
members of Congress: The Honorable Benjamin Gilman of New
York; the Honorable Randy ‘‘Duke’’ Cunningham of California; the
Honorable Patsy Mink of Hawaii; the Honorable Juanita Millender-
McDonald of California; the Honorable Dana Rohrabacher of Cali-
fornia; and the Honorable Robert Underwood from the territory of
Guam.

STATEMENTS OF HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK; HON. RANDY
‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM, MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA; HON. PATSY T. MINK, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF HAWAII; HON. JUANITA
MILLENDER-MCDONALD, MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA; HON. DANA ROHRABACHER, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA; AND
HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD, MEMBER OF CONGRESS
FROM THE TERRITORY OF GUAM

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Gilman you are the dean of this panel.
Mr. GILMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. MORAN. We would be delighted to hear your statement and

we will proceed.

STATEMENT OF HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN, A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Mr. GILMAN. Thank you. Mr. Chairman, members of our commit-
tee, I want to thank you and the entire Health Subcommittee for
arranging this hearing today to examine our newly introduced leg-
islation, H.R. 4904, and I want to express my gratitude to you for
inviting us to testify before your subcommittee on a subject that is
dear to our hearts, benefits for our Filipino veterans of World War
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II, and we thank Congressman Filner who has been such a long
time advocate for this measure and been a very strong part of the
Veterans Affairs Committee.

I also want to thank my colleagues who are here today, Con-
gressman Rohrabacher and Congressman Cunningham, Congress-
woman Patsy Mink, Congresswoman McDonald, and I think there
are some others of our—oh, and our delegate Robert Underwood
from my favorite island, Guam, where I spent many, many long
months fighting on behalf of our Nation, along with Filipinos.

As you may know, most of us have been long-time advocates of
Filipino veterans in the Congress. For the past several Congresses,
I have introduced legislation to provide full veterans benefits, full
veterans benefits to our Philippine comrades in arms from World
War II, and it was Harry Truman who paved the way for that and
regrettably subsequent Congresses have rejected it. I have long be-
lieved that our Filipino veterans were unjustly stripped of their
benefits, which, by law, they were entitled to as a result of the Re-
scission Act of 1946. They fought side by side with our troops in
the Philippines as we fought and tried to defend our people from
the invasion by the Japanese.

In recent years, those of us who championed the cause of the
Philippines, including my colleagues who were here at the witness
table, they won several small but important victories. In 1996,
President Clinton issued a proclamation honoring the survivors
and children of Filipino veterans in World War II. And in 1999, our
Congress permitted those veterans receiving SSI benefits to keep
their payments upon return to their homeland to the Philippines,
with a 25 percent reduction. And finally, in the year 2000, Con-
gress elected to raise disability and indemnity compensation pay-
ments to Filipino veterans who were U.S. citizens living in our
country to a level equal to their American counterparts.

Today, our subcommittee is reviewing legislation that makes two
important changes to benefits for Filipino veterans. First, it per-
mits Filipino veterans residing in our Nation to use the VA medical
system for nonservice-connected treatment. And I want to com-
mend our committee for enhancing that opportunity. Second, it ex-
tends full compensation rates for widows and dependents and those
veterans who became eligible for the rate increase several years
ago. The widows and dependents have been inadvertently excluded
when the rate increase was approved for veterans with service-con-
nected injuries.

Furthermore, it’s my understanding that the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, through VA Secretary Principi, and we thank him for
his efforts and his support, has agreed to reinstate the $500,000
annual grant to the government of the Philippines for the purchase
and maintenance of hospital equipment at the Veterans Memorial
Center in Manila. I think that is a great step forward as well. I
am pleased that the administration and the House Veterans Com-
mittee have moved to address this issue at a time when American
and Filipino forces are once again fighting side by side against a
common enemy in the ongoing war on terrorism.

I commend Secretary Principi for giving this important issue the
attention it deserves. Secretary Principi’s interest and activism on
this issue stands out in stark contrast to the VA of the prior ad-
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ministration. While we often received assurances from prior sec-
retaries that they were generally supportive of our efforts, Sec-
retary Principi was the first to sit down with Congressional Mem-
bers and work out a sound negotiated result.

Mr. Chairman, our Filipino veterans played a vital role in the
war in the Pacific and for far too long, neither their wartime serv-
ice nor our debt to them was properly acknowledged. This sub-
committee has the opportunity to further the cause of justice today,
and I am grateful, Mr. Chairman, that you have agreed to examine
this important issue in this timely and appropriate measure, and
I want to express my gratitude to both you, Mr. Chairman, and to
the members of your subcommittee, for permitting us to participate
in this hearing, and we hope to see, finally, justice to our Filipino
veterans. God bless.

[The prepared statement of Congressman Gilman appears on p.
68.]

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Filner.
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Gilman, I know you may have to leave, but I

just wanted to say, you added stature as chairman of the Inter-
national Relations Committee to this cause when you don’t have
very many Filipino Americans in your district, and it is because
you believe in this issue and you care about it. I just want to thank
you, and I know the whole Filipino community around the country
thanks you. You have been incredible on this issue. Your heart is
backed up with your energy, and we thank you so much.

Mr. GILMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Filner, and we can’t
thank you enough for reminding all of us in the entire Congress
of what we should be doing to do justice to our Philippine veterans.
Please forgive me if I have to run onto another meeting. Thank you
very much.

Mr. MORAN. I thank the gentleman from New York and recognize
the gentlewoman from Hawaii.

STATEMENT OF HON. PATSY T. MINK, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF HAWAII

Mrs. MINK. Thank you very much Mr. Chairman and members
of the subcommittee. I appreciate so very much the opportunity to
revisit this issue that is so close to so many of my constituents. I
know that of all the issues that we have to deal with in Hawaii,
that this is one which absolutely no one in the entire State is op-
posed to or has any reservations over. It is for them and for me
a matter of simple justice. And it is very difficult to go back home,
as we must do from time to time, and encounter these World War
II Filipino veterans who are now aging very rapidly and try to ex-
plain to them why it is that the government of the United States
has failed to honor its commitments and obligations made to them
when they volunteered in the service of the United States.

So this step today, which is endorsed by Secretary Principi and
by the President himself, is probably the first largest sign that we
are moving forward, not all the way, but what this legislation rep-
resents to me and I think to all of the Filipino veterans in my State
which number in the thousands, is that now at least there is this
feeling that the thousands of Filipino individuals who came for-
ward to answer the call of the President to serve not only their
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homeland but the people of the United States, that they are going
to be recognized as veterans.

More than any of the individual benefits which we have been
able to grant them over the years, nothing is more important to
them than the status of being finally dealt with as a veteran who
served the Nation, that served the United States and its people be-
cause of the call of President Roosevelt and that is a proud mo-
ment. So it is with a great sense of emotion and gratitude and hope
that I appear before this committee, not to recite all the problems
and issues that they have had to face with, but that it has been
57 years since the war ended.

And these constituents who are mine and who are all over the
country, are now aging. They are into their 80s. We simply must
act or it may be too late. It is already too late for many who have
passed away. And so I call upon this committee to rapidly pass this
legislation, get it before the full committee, and to the House under
suspension so that we can send it over to the Senate, where I am
sure our colleagues over there will take due attention to it. My
hope is that all of this could be done before the Fourth of July. It
is a principal moment which the people of the Philippines celebrate
together with the United States, and it would be an extremely ex-
hilarating celebration for the people of the Philippine veterans con-
stituency to be able to stand up at these events in my State and
all of the United States to celebrate their recognition as veterans
who served alongside all the other Americans and who fought val-
iantly, who died, who suffered all kinds of unspeakable agony, but
who did so at the invitation and request of the President of the
United States.

To this day, I don’t understand why the Congress repealed it, re-
pealed the promise, but if we can undo that damage we did in
1946, it would be a great day of celebration. So I hope that the
committee will do that and we will have a chance to celebrate the
joining together of these two great people. Thank you very much.

Mr. MORAN. I thank the gentlewoman from Hawaii for appearing
before our subcommittee today and for her remarks. I recognize the
gentleman from California, Mr. Cunningham.

Mrs. MINK. May I ask that my statement be placed in the record
in full.

Mr. MORAN. Without objection so ordered.
Mrs. MINK. Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Congresswoman Mink appears on p.

72.]

STATEMENT OF HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all, I
would like to thank my colleague, Mr. Filner, for being the tip of
the spear on this and working through this program. I offered a
similar bill 12 years ago and through—to be fair, both through Re-
publican and Democrat administrations, we didn’t go anywhere.
Tony Principi worked on my campaign. He lives in my district. He
is now Secretary Principi and off my campaign because he has got
to stay bipartisan. But I went to Tony and talked about how impor-
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tant this bill was. I am not going to repeat what the bill goes
through and what it gives us. But I will tell you, Mr. Rodriguez,
like the Hispanic caucus has said, per population the Hispanics
have won more medals of honor, had more medals of honor winners
than any other group. They are deserving of veterans’ benefits

And the Filipinos, look at their history, not just there in the Phil-
ippines, but also in Vietnam. I served in combat with Filipinos
from Ramirez that used to fix my double egg, double cheese, double
fries burger every night, to the guys that used to load bombs on
my airplane to deliver our ordinance in Vietnam. They have been
right with us. During Desert Storm they fought with us. And as a
matter of fact, the ones that volunteered, if they had been killed,
their families would have been deported back to the Philippines.
That was wrong as well and we corrected that.

But thanks to the Secretary for listening, for George W. Bush,
who I went to and said this is important and would get support.
I sit on the appropriations committee and I know, Mr. Chairman,
we have got a lot of things to do. But time is time and a promise
made should be a promise kept. And this is the time in the Con-
gress to do that. I would like to thank Mr. Fritz Friedman and Lou
Diamond Phillips for traveling all this way. Lou Diamond is right
at the end of a movie and starting another one and his time is val-
uable as well.

But I just wanted to add a little heart to this thing. Let me tell
you a little bit about the Filipino people. Once I was in a friend’s
boat. I was stationed in the Philippines for 21⁄2 years at San
Miguel. That’s not where they make the beer. It is a communica-
tions station. My job was the defense of the Philippines and Korea
including Exercises Team Spirit and Tangent Flash. During one of
those trips, our boat was actually shipwrecked, caught in a ty-
phoon. We were cast up on the shore and a village took us, with
just blue jeans and a T–shirt on, housed us, fed us, got us back to
our base.

And I asked people, ‘‘try that in Los Angeles, to end up ship-
wrecked and see what happens to you.’’ This points to the generos-
ity of the Filipino people. And I would ask you to look in our cities
and I am sure that my colleague from Hawaii would agree, if you
look at their homes they are beautiful. Not that they have a lot of
money but they invest in their children. They invest in education.
And if you look at the Asian community, that is a community that
fills our colleges and our universities. This is what they have given
to us, and now it is time for us to give back a promise that we
promised them a long time ago.

Mr. Chairman, I want to tell you, you have my highest profes-
sional and personal support of this bill. It is only a start. It is not
what we wanted as far as the total bill, and we need to do more
when we are out of this war on terrorism. When you look at their
war on terrorism and what they have done just last week, the Fili-
pinos supporting us in that type of memorial, it is time for us to
get off our duff and pass this bill.

I want to thank you again, Mr. Filner, Mr. Fritz Friedman, Lou
Diamond Phillips and this committee for what you are doing. God
bless you.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Cunningham, thank you.
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[The prepared statement of Congressman Cunningham appears
on p. 76.]

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Rohrabacher.

STATEMENT OF HON. DANA ROHRABACHER, A REPRESENTA-
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman,
and thank you, too, to Congressman Filner. He has put enormous
time and effort into this, and I have tried to be a little bit helpful,
but to be fair about it, he has put an enormous amount of time into
this and deserves our appreciation, our appreciation, because he is
doing what is right and he is making sure that America is doing
what is right.

And let’s get one thing very clear right off the bat: We are not
giving anything. We are not talking about giving anything to any-
body. We are talking about paying an overdue debt to the heroes
of World War II who earned what we are giving them. So it is not
a gift by any stretch of the imagination. These are veterans bene-
fits that these brave men earned a long time ago. These are the
heroes of both the American people and the Filipino people. And
our action in paying off this debt also expresses an official recogni-
tion and an official appreciation for their courage and their service.

Let me just note that these brave Filipinos who fought side by
side with Americans during the Second World War saved the lives
of many Americans. My father happened to have been involved in
the liberation of the Philippines, and he told me over and over as
a young person that Filipinos he worked with were his best friends
and how much he counted on them, and how much he loved the
Filipino people. So he flew DC 3s up and down during the libera-
tion, and at times, people would be out behind enemy lines clearing
these little runways. And clearing those runways, by doing that,
they put their lives at risk.

Also in my family, my great uncle Lou, Lou is great uncle to my
wife, is a survivor of the Bataan Death March. And Uncle Lou has
told me on many occasions how, during that death march, the Jap-
anese guards were so brutal and the conditions were so horrible,
but as they marched along—and by the way, they weren’t just
American troops there. Filipinos troops were right there as part of
this death march. And the Philippine citizens along the road would
try to help them. Both the Filipino troops and the American troops
were being held in such terrible—treated in such a terrible way,
and they would throw little cartons of fruit or a little container of
water, and the Japanese guards would kill them in response to
their attempt to try to help these prisoners of war.

This was the type of expression of the heart and soul and the sol-
idarity of spirit that the Filipino people have with the people of the
United States. And I think that it has been a great sin and a black
mark on our soul that we didn’t return that appreciation after the
war and especially with these heroic people who fought side by side
with our own defenders. So we are trying to make up for that black
mark now.

And let me just say that we have stood side by side and we are
standing side by side. I was in the Philippines just less than 2
weeks ago just prior to the rescue attempt. And I must say now,



16

the rescue attempt, the rescue. And Filipino troops went and res-
cued three hostages that were being held hostage by terrorists who
were connected with the al Qaeda network who are our enemies.
Two of those hostages unfortunately were killed during the at-
tempt. But one American lady was freed, and now because of their
bravery, the bravery of these Filipino troops, that woman’s children
are not orphans today and she is back home in Kansas.

So we have a lot to be appreciative of and to be grateful for, not
just in the past but for that friendship that stands even today and
for what they have done for us in the past and what they would
do for us today.

And this action we are taking today by giving justice to these
brave people just a little bit too late, I hope that they will take the
apologies with that, that it is a little late, but I know that they will
appreciate it and it will be recognized now that we are treating
them as heroes as they deserve.

We are not giving them anything, we are providing what they
have earned a long time ago. Thank you very much.

Mr. MORAN. Thank you, Mr. Rohrabacher.
[The prepared statement of Congressman Rohrabacher appears

on p. 77.]
Mr. MORAN. Ms. Millender-McDonald.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDON-
ALD, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE
OF CALIFORNIA

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Thank you. I am heartened by the
presentations of my colleagues who sit by me here at this table.
And I would like to first thank the members of this committee, es-
pecially Bob Filner who has been absolutely a champion of the
cause of our Filipino constituents.

I would like to welcome the Ambassador of the Philippines here,
along with my constituents who have traveled thousands of miles
to be here to witness justice in the making.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you and the ranking mem-
ber for the invitation to come before you today to address the sub-
committee on Filipino veterans’ benefits. It is also important for me
to recognize the strong bipartisan work performed by this sub-
committee on behalf of our Nation’s Filipino veterans. As a con-
stituency, our Nation’s Filipino veterans are far too often ignored
and, to a degree, marginalized when we should be extolling the
work and sacrifices that they have made for this Nation.

Two years into our new century, we reflect with great pride on
all of our Nation and what our Nation has accomplished in the last
224 years since we first declared our independence. Today we are
in the midst of a war on terrorism. But, as it has been for genera-
tions, America shines as a beacon of democracy, freedom, and op-
portunity for peoples around the world.

The blessings we rejoice for today were won at great cost. Mil-
lions of young men and women who stepped forward in times of cri-
sis and conflict to defend our Nation and uphold our values around
the world sacrificed their lives. The 20th century will forever be
known as the American century, not only because of our economic
strength, military might or technological prowess, but also because
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of the character, determination, and the amenable spirit our people
demonstrated time and again.

Filipino Americans who fought and died on the same battlefields
of World War II joined American sons and daughters in these great
struggles. They brought honor and pride to our Nation and are
proud to be called veterans of World War II. The issue now, Mr.
Chairman, is not their willingness to serve, to fight and to die, but,
rather, is America willing to bring fairness and equity to those who
served this Nation?

As you may recall, President Franklin Roosevelt ordered Filipino
Americans to serve in 1941. More than 140,000 Filipino soldiers
fought, suffered, and in many instances died in the same manner
and under the same conditions as other members of the U.S.
Armed Forces during World War II. In the years following the war,
many of these veterans were denied health care, pension benefits,
and in some cases a proper military burial.

I am honored that as many as 600 Filipino veterans live within
my congressional district and have repeatedly brought attention to
the plight of those veterans.

I have called on my colleagues to support a House resolution that
I introduced that recognizes the contributions of Filipino veterans,
and urge that they receive due diligence for their many sacrifice.

In addition, I am proud to co-sponsor H.R. 491, the Filipino Vet-
erans Equity Act of 2001, which would also extend benefits to
members of the Filipino Commonwealth Army and the Special
Philippine Scouts who served during World War II or performed oc-
cupation duties in the Pacific after the war ended.

So I am pleased to join my dear friend, Representative Filner, in
cosponsoring this bill because this bill will focus on VA medical
care for Filipino World War II veterans who live in the United
States.

In addition, this new legislation has the support of Secretary
Principi and the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Secretary
Principi has been extremely helpful in meeting with me in Wash-
ington about this issue, and then he appeared at a town hall meet-
ing in my district to discuss this topic with my constituents. And
I am pleased that he is committed to addressing this issue that has
been long overlooked with this group of veterans.

Our agreement or disagreement with political policy and eco-
nomic pressures should never diminish our love and profound re-
spect for the men and women who chose duty over personal safety
and went into battle-torn areas carrying our flag. We should have
resources to take care of those Filipino veterans who have sac-
rificed on behalf of our Nation.

It was President Lincoln who called on all Americans to care for
him who should have borne the battle. I urge the subcommittee to
right the wrong visited upon these Americans, because when this
Nation called upon them, these men answered that call. It is abso-
lutely disgraceful that our country has waited so long to give them
what they have earned. I will not stop until they get what they
rightfully deserve. Thank you.

Mr. MORAN. Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Congresswoman Millender-McDonald

appears on p. 80.]
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Mr. MORAN. Thank you very much. Mr. Underwood.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM THE TERRITORY OF GUAM

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And first of all, I
want to ask unanimous consent to enter my statement into the
record.

Mr. MORAN. Without objection, so ordered.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. After all of these stirring statements, I am try-

ing to find a way to say something that is absolutely unique and
adds to the intensity of why this is such a right thing to do. I want
to congratulate Mr. Filner and all of my colleagues here. But, you
know, Bob has been enormously diligent in his efforts and has de-
voted basically almost a career to this effort. And, you know, it is
with profound admiration, not only gratitude for his efforts but pro-
found admiration for the way he has conducted himself and the
way that he has led on this issue that many of us are here today.

I represent Guam, which historically is linked to the Philippines
in many, many ways. We both came under the United States in
1898 and we both endured enemy occupation of similar brutality
during World War II. It is in that spirit and it is with that sense
of admiration for the experiences of the Filipino people that I think
the people of Guam are so profoundly behind and supportive of any
effort to grant full recognition and full veterans’ status for these
World War II veterans.

It is instructive to remember that the Filipino veteran, like any
other veteran, not only put their life at risk and risked their for-
tunes and their future in the defense of their country and in de-
fense of both flags, both the Philippine and the U.S. Flag, but that
they were also defending a homeland, and they were also in many
ways putting their own families at risk as well.

It is important to understand that at the same time that they
were fighting in a war, they were also putting their own families
and their own fortune, literally their own personal existence, at
stake in that. And it is the kind of struggle and the kind of experi-
ence that I think the people of Guam fully understand, undergoing
an enemy occupation of similar brutality during World War II.

Of course this is the right thing to do, and of course it is long
overdue. And, similarly, it is not the final step in this long process.
But this is such a marvelous day and a wonderful time to celebrate
and congratulate all of those involved, including Secretary Principi
and especially our visitors from the Philippines who have not just
struggled long and hard, but do so with a dignity and with a sense
of purpose that is awe inspiring. I don’t know how else to charac-
terize it. They carry themselves with such dignity, despite the fact
that they not only fought in World War II, but they have had to
fight to get the kind of recognition they deserve.

So, first of all I want to tell them maraming salamat po (thank
you) for all of your endurance, and we will prevail in the final anal-
ysis. Thank you very much.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Underwood, thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Congressman Underwood appears on

p. 83.]
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Mr. MORAN. I thank all of my colleagues for their testimony here
today and for their presence with our subcommittee.

Let me see if any subcommittee members have any questions of
any of our colleagues. Mr. Filner.

Mr. FILNER. Just briefly, Mr. Chairman. I would say especially
to the new members, Mr. Miller and Mr. Boozman, who I thank for
being here, I don’t think you are going to see in your time in Con-
gress so many Congresspeople of both parties so committed and
staying, for the duration of a hearing and being involved at a per-
sonal level in so many ways. This is very unique, and I think testi-
fies to the moral certitude of the issue.

I want to say, especially to Congressman Cunningham, as I said
to Congressman Gilman and Congressman Rohrabacher, we have
differed on most of the things that concern us in Congress over the
last decade, but, again, you are willing to go out on a limb on this
one and work together. And I think that says something for the
issue, it says something about you. I so appreciate that. It is bipar-
tisanship in the true manning of the word; that is, you decide it
doesn’t matter who is carrying the issue, you care about the issue,
you work together, and I think it says something about the way we
ought to be working on a lot of things. And, again, it bespeaks of
your goodness and your qualities of who you are.

Lastly, I want to say especially to the witnesses and to the audi-
ence, this has been a little bit of a love fest today. We are all in
support of this, but this battle is not over, and people are going to
have to keep working. And we are going to need the
Congressmembers here to talk to their friends and the chairpeople
and the ranking members that they know, the administration peo-
ple. This is not over yet. It is not over until it is over. Until we
see this bill on the President’s desk being signed, we are going to
have to continue on.

So, although we are all together today, there are still people who
for various reasons, some good, some not so good, will oppose this
or don’t care if it dies without their involvement. So let’s keep
working.

We have set a basis for cooperation together. You have been in-
credibly eloquent. I listened to you today and at the press con-
ference we had a couple of days ago. Each day each person gets
more eloquent. It is because you really care. You are speaking from
the heart, and I think that is very important. But we are going to
have to stick together in the months ahead. Thank you so much.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Boozman.
Mr. BOOZMAN. No.
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Evans.
Mr. EVANS. No questions.
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Miller.
Mr. MILLER. No.
Mr. MORAN. We thank our colleagues for joining us. We now wel-

come the third panel to the hearing this afternoon. This panel con-
sists of Mr. Lou Diamond Phillips, and Mr. Fritz Friedman, both
of Los Angeles, CA. We welcome these two very distinguished and
talented individuals to our panel today.
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STATEMENTS OF LOU DIAMOND PHILLIPS, ACTOR AND FILI-
PINO VETERANS ACTIVIST, LOS ANGELES, CA; AND FRITZ
FRIEDMAN, CHAIR, ASSEMBLY FOR JUSTICE, LOS ANGELES,
CA
Mr. Phillips, I understand that you have asked that a short vid-

eotape be played for our subcommittee. If there is no objection, I
am going to allow that to happen. That would be in order.

STATEMENT OF LOU DIAMOND PHILLIPS
Mr. PHILLIPS. Thank you, sir. With your kind indulgence, this

videotape, which has been mentioned before, represents, you know,
our involvement in this cause. It was produced by Mr. Fritz Fried-
man. It also represents the sentiments and the heartfelt desires of
Rob Schneider and Dean Devlin who underwrote this venture. So
with your kind indulgence, please.

[Videotape played.]
Mr. MORAN. Thank you very much for that presentation. The

committee would welcome your 5-minute statement.
Mr. PHILLIPS. Thank you, sir. First of all, let me say I know that

I am preaching to the choir in many instances. And please do in-
dulge and forgive me if I repeat the words of my esteemed col-
leagues in this venture. We didn’t get a chance to compare notes.

So, Mr. Chairman, and to members of the committee, my name
is Lou Diamond Phillips, an American citizen of Filipino descent.
I am proud to say that I come from a family with relatives on both
sides who have performed military duty in the service of this coun-
try. I have five Filipino uncles who have proudly served in the U.S.
Navy, two of whom went on to become staff members at the White
House under President Nixon. And both my father and stepfather
were also sailors in the Navy; my stepfather, George Phillips, hav-
ing served two duties in Vietnam. My father was so proud of his
military affiliation that he named me after a war hero of the Sec-
ond World War, Gunnery Sergeant Lou Diamond, a Marine legend
in the Pacific Theatre.

I stood proudly beside my mother, Lucita, as her witness when
she took her oath of citizenship to become an American. Like many
immigrants who choose to become citizens of this country, my
mother and the reminder of her Filipino family have become proud
and contributing members of the American society, eagerly embrac-
ing the opportunities that this great country has provided their
families.

They have watched their children, first generation Americans, as
they became doctors, lawyers, and teachers. And I myself realize
that my career in the film industry would probably not have been
possible anywhere else in the world, and for that I am eternally
grateful. I truly believe in America as a shining light, as the sym-
bol in the world for democracy and freedom. And it for these rea-
sons and many more that today I consider it not only my privilege
but my duty to speak for the Filipino veterans of World War II.

Now, as you know, President Franklin Roosevelt drafted the
Commonwealth Army soldiers of the Philippines, who were United
States Nationals, into American military service on July 26th of
1941. And many of these soldiers were still teenagers, yet they
briefly answered the call to battle, fighting side by side with their



21

American allies. They were farm boys from different parts of the
world. They became fast friends and comrades, brothers in arms.
And many thousands paid the ultimate price.

For those Filipinos who survived the horrific battles and the
ghastly conditions of the infamous prisoner-of-war camps, the
promise was made by the American government that they would be
considered U.S. veterans with active service by the Veterans’ Ad-
ministration and therefore be entitled to all of the benefits that
that designation entailed.

However, as we all know, a scant 5 years later, after victory in
the Pacific was assured, these guarantees were rescinded by the
U.S. Government on February 18, 1946 when it enacted the Reces-
sion Act, Public Law 79–301, now U.S. Code section 101, title 38.
Effectively, this action seemed to deny the involvement of the Fili-
pino soldiers in the war effort, and certainly was a poor repayment
for the loyalty shown by the Filipino people. In fact, many war his-
torians and American veterans of the Pacific Theatre have noted
that if not for the contributions of the Commonwealth Army sol-
diers, the Filipino guerillas and scouts, and even the Filipino citi-
zens who served as spies and couriers for U.S. Intelligence, the tide
of the war—which at the time of conscription was in a desperate
state—may not have turned toward an American victory. The brave
contributions of the men and women of the Philippines cannot be
quantified and certainly should not be diminished.

In the 60 years since official recognition of the Filipino veterans
was withdrawn, a few positive steps have been made in reparation.
In 1990, 26,000 Filipino veterans were naturalized as U.S. citizens
under the 1990 Immigration and Naturalization Act because of
their U.S. Military service.

Additionally, under Public Law 106–419, they may be buried in
VA national cemeteries as U.S. Veterans; however, while they live,
they are denied eligibility to be patients in the VA hospitals. And
many of these men are well into their eighties and beyond. They
are now certainly in need of the kind of medical attention that the
VA benefits would provide.

But perhaps even more importantly, they desire as their last
wish the recognition that they so richly deserve for the sacrifices
that they made in the fight for freedom and democracy.

Now, I know a little something about Filipino culture. We are a
proud people. It is my observation that many Filipinos would rath-
er have the respect of their families and their communities than
have material gain.

Since 1990, an estimated 12,000 Filipino veterans have died
waiting for recognition for the single greatest achievement of their
lives. We are now losing these brave men, once young and passion-
ate fighters, now infirm and without a strong voice of their own,
at the alarming rate of up to five men a day. Time continues to run
out for the ones who remain, and a posthumous award in the form
of a military burial can only be considered the next best thing.

Please, let us celebrate these men while they still live. It is im-
portant to note that U.S. Recognition of these veterans would not
just be a token gesture. There are presently an estimated 13,849
Filipino veterans who reside in the United States and another
46,050 who live in the Philippines. That is nearly 60,000 families
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that will be impacted by your decision, nearly 60,000 men whose
wives and children and grandchildren will know without qualifica-
tion that their husbands and fathers were heroes.

Additionally, and certainly not unimportantly, with the passage
of those bills before you, those men and women in the twilight of
their lives will be eligible to receive veterans benefits from the U.S.
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, benefits such as VA health care
at VA hospitals, outpatient clinics, and nursing homes in the U.S.,
including a clinic in Manila, and a monthly permanent disability
pension if they are poor and disabled.

Now, I hasten to remind you that these benefits are not new
prizes to be awarded, but guarantees that need to be reinstated
after our government promised and then rescinded this status after
services had been rendered in good faith.

Today, we can right a wrong and pay respect where it is long
overdue. Please join your colleagues in the speedy passage of these
bills. S. 1042 was introduced by Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii,
a World War II veteran, and cosponsored by nine Senators.

H.R. 491 was introduced by Representative Benjamin Gilman of
New York, another World War II veteran, and Representative Bob
Filner of California, and has 49 cosponsors in the House.

H.R. 4904 was introduced by Representative Bob Filner and co-
sponsored by Moran of Kansas, Evans of Illinois, Gilman of New
York, Scott of Virginia, Cunningham of California, Pelosi of Califor-
nia, Rohrabacher of California, Mink of Hawaii, Millender-McDon-
ald of California, Lofgren of California, and Underwood of Guam.

In closing, I am reminded of the words of General Douglas Mac-
Arthur when he said to the Filipino people and to his American
troops hopelessly entrenched in the islands, ‘‘I shall return.’’ it is
my belief that he did not mean that he would return empty-hand-
ed. It is my hope that he intended to return the loyalty, commit-
ment, and respect shown to him and to America by the Filipino
people. We have before us an opportunity to uphold the word of
America and continue to be a shining light of democracy and fair-
ness.

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, as a concerned Amer-
ican citizen, as a son of our military system, and as a person of Fil-
ipino descent, I humbly thank you for your diligence and your wis-
dom in this matter. Thank you so much for your time and consider-
ation.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Phillips, thank you.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Phillips appears on p. 85.]
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Friedman.

STATEMENT OF FRITZ FRIEDMAN

Mr. FRIEDMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I would like to
thank the Veterans’ Affairs Committee for giving me this oppor-
tunity to address you this afternoon on this Filipino American vet-
erans issue. I couldn’t possible follow Lou with a summary, the his-
torical summary and a factual summary, so I am not even going
to try. The facts are there and you know what they are. I would,
however, like to take a short period of time and just share with you
the sentiments of one American. That is me.
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Now, you know I was born in Manila, I was raised in Boston, I
went to some very good schools, and ultimately I got the job that
I really wanted in Hollywood, a big senior position at a big studio.
I have a great time. I self-define as an American. And I also self-
define as a very proud Filipino.

In this particular world, which is kind of cynical, I still continue
to believe in the basic premises and tenets of the American system.
And I can’t forget my faith. So imagine my bewilderment, shock,
and subsequent anger when I read in the Los Angeles Times about
5 years ago about this Filipino veterans battle to gain their basic
benefits promised to them by Roosevelt. It just seemed so very
clear to me that a promise had been made and now a promise was
not being fulfilled. And even as a child I knew that whether you
were an individual or a country, you keep your word.

I also thought it was very interesting that I found out about this
5 years ago. I didn’t know anything about this before that. And I
also know that a lot of people don’t know much about this. So what
I decided to do was to take my anger and my frustration and my
bewilderment and create this organization called the Assembly for
Justice. It is a Los Angeles-based group of Filipino Americans who
share with me their concern about this issue.

And I decided to bring with me those marketing skills that I
learned in my current job, and that is dealing with the media and
dealing with personalities and movie stars like Lou. Now, luckily,
I had a lot of friends who were stars and they were of Filipino her-
itage, Lou being the one I have known the longest; and, of course,
Rob Schneider, Tia Carrera, and Dean Devlin, the producer of such
films as Independence Day, the Patriot and, one of my favorites,
Godzilla. And together the game plan was simply to use their ce-
lebrity to raise these issues to a broader market, to a broader
group of people in this country. And I think that together we were,
through a serious of special events, personal appearances, able to
raise this issue up a notch. I am grateful to all of them for that.
Also, with the help of other Filipino Americans like Mona Pasquel,
Eric Lachika, and Susan Maquindang.

Now, my purpose here is to personally thank those of you who
have supported this bipartisan movement to fulfill a promise as
made by this country to those men and women whose contributions
were critical in our country’s victory over the axis powers. Those
fabled battles such as Bataan and Corregidor certainly are up there
with the battles of Normandy and Guadalcanal. God only knows
what would have happened without these Filipino soldiers.

So thank you to the 200 Senators and Congressmen and Con-
gresswomen from both parties who have signed on for this passage,
and, of course, my special thanks to Congressman Benjamin Gil-
man and our own Congressman, Bob Filner, for their leadership.

To those who do not support the bill or are sitting on the fence,
I would just like to remind them that there are many people in this
country who find their inability to see the need to remedy the situ-
ation as, shall we say, totally perplexing. What possible reason
could there be to not give benefits to soldiers who have served this
country so well?

You know, this country is about freedom, equality, and integrity.
We all know that. When I read some of the reasons given for de-
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priving these men and women of the rightful benefits, I am frankly
at a loss and simply appalled.

You know, I am fond of repeating a little aphorism when dealing
with the press and about telling the truth. And that little aphorism
goes: You can’t put lipstick on a pig and pass it off as Catherine
Deneuve. For those people I just realized who don’t know who
Catherine Deneuve is, she is a very beautiful French actress. And
you know, you can do as much as you want on an issue, but if you
are spinning that issue, believe me, I think those people who are
spinning it are going to look dizzy, frankly.

So all I can say is that the issue is here and I am delighted that
so many people realize that. You know, 2 days ago, I spoke to some
of the Filipino veterans when I gave this little lecture in Los Ange-
les. And they wanted me to tell you, when I told them that I was
coming here, to please, please, do not pass this bill out of pity.
What they need is acknowledgment that their service was valuable
and honored. And that is their right and that is what they want
to pass on to their families, their legacy.

The passage of this bill, and hopefully H.R. 491 next year, would
be an important step towards giving these men and women the ul-
timate benefit, and that is respect.

So thank you very much.
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Friedman, thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Friedman appears on p. 89.]
Mr. MORAN. Mr. Phillips and Mr. Friedman, thank you very

much for being with us. There has been some questioning—just in
recent days here in Washington, DC—of the value of celebrity wit-
nesses before Congress. I would like to commend you for taking the
time to be with us in what clearly appears to me to be an issue
that you care very strongly about. I am always pleased when any
American of any nationality and background is willing to talk
about the importance of our country, the opportunities that it pro-
vides. I was very much moved by your testimony, and I thank you
for that today.

It is clear, you are not just here as a celebrity, you are here as
an American citizen who cares very deeply about this issue and I
am grateful for that. Mr. Filner.

Mr. FILNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for the way
you understood their presence here. I think it is exactly correct.
And I want to just personally again thank Mr. Diamond and Mr.
Friedman. You spent all day. I think you have had a fun time, but,
more important, you showed hundreds and hundreds if not thou-
sands of people that we met today—you have educated them about
this issue. You have shown your commitment, and that helps to as-
sure ultimate justice here. So I thank you, and I hope you will con-
vey our respect and thanks to Rob Schneider and Ms. Carrera and
Mr. Devlin. We are going to need you again.

I think you are giving lie to the sense that everybody in America
is in it for themselves, and we have all of these self-aggrandizing
people in various industries that only care about what they are
doing and their own material benefits. But that you care about
something else: about people around you, your society, and justice.

It is very important, especially to the young people that you have
come into contact with. I was watching the reaction of young peo-
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ple, especially young women, and I was watching the way that they
were reacting. When they found that you were here for a serious
purpose, that made them think a little bit more. And that is an im-
portant, important contribution.

As I said earlier to my colleagues, this battle is not over. Your
being here allowed us to set a certain marker that we needed to
do something by this date, and you are all going to be here and
give us the benefit of some of the publicity that you can garner.

I guess my question is are you prepared to come back when we
need you? We might have battles in the Senate. We haven’t won
the battle in the House yet.

Mr. PHILLIPS. I think one of my greatest strengths in my career
is my stupidity and ignorance. When I was asked about 4 years ago
to start on this march by Fritz, I was asked by a reporter how long
will I be involved with this cause. Without thinking about it, and
perhaps quite naively, I said, until it is finished. And so, yes, sir,
you will see me again. And you will see my colleagues and com-
rades until this is done.

Mr. FILNER. Thank you. And thank you for the incredible experi-
ence of watching how you changed people’s minds and educated
them today. Thank you so much.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Miller.
Mr. MILLER. I too want to echo the chairman’s comments about

celebrity witnesses and the perception that many on the Hill have
as to their real intentions of being here.

One of the things—and there was a comment made by the rank-
ing member about Mr. Boozman and I being two of the newest
Members here. I would also draw attention to the fact that we are
here because we do care and want to learn very much about this
issue. I can tell that, you know, this is not something that you are
doing to further your career; this is something you believe in.

As you were talking and I was looking back across the crowd of
folks, the smiling faces of the veterans that are sitting out there
that have lines on their face but still a very bright glint in their
eye, something that you said in your testimony brought it all home:
when you said that you know the Filipino people desire respect of
their families and their communities.

I also think these veterans deserve the respect of a very grateful
Nation. And it is not too often that we have the opportunity to
right a wrong, but this is certainly one of those.

Mr. Friedman, I wasn’t on the fence, wasn’t even close to the
fence when I came in here. But I am not on the bill. I will be on
the bill after we leave. It is important that we do keep the promise
not only to those Filipino Americans and those veterans that
served this country, but I also, having requested to be on this com-
mittee when I was elected to Congress, that we keep the promise
that has been made to all of the men and the women that have
served and defended this country and the freedom that we enjoy
today. And thank you for your testimony.

Mr. MORAN. Thank you, Mr. Miller. Our vice chairman, the
former chairman of this subcommittee, has joined us. Mr. Stearns,
any comments?

Mr. STEARNS. No, thank you.
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Mr. MORAN. We appreciate very much again your interest, your
time, and your day here on Capitol Hill. We look forward to work-
ing with you as we pursue this issue. Thank you.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Thank you.
Mr. MORAN. Our next panel is Mr. Resty Supnet, President of

the Filipino World War II Veterans Foundation of San Diego Coun-
ty, accompanied by Mr. Romy Monteyro; Mr. Patrick Ganio, Presi-
dent of the American Coalition for Filipino Veterans; Ms. Susan
Espiritu Maquindang, Executive Director of the Filipino–American
Service Group; and Ms. Lourdes Santos Tancinco, President of the
San Francisco Veterans Equity Center.

I would like to welcome this panel. Thank you very much for
your time. We look forward to hearing your testimony.

STATEMENTS OF RESTY SUPNET, PRESIDENT, FILIPINO
WORLD WAR II VETERANS FOUNDATION OF SAN DIEGO
COUNTY, ACCOMPANIED BY: ROMY MONTEYRO; PATRICK
GANIO, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN COALITION FOR FILIPINO
VETERANS; SUSAN ESPIRITU MAQUINDANG, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, FILIPINO–AMERICAN SERVICE GROUP; AND MS.
LOURDES SANTOS TANCINCO, ESQ., PRESIDENT, SAN
FRANCISCO VETERANS EQUITY CENTER

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Monteyro is going to testify on behalf of Mr.
Supnet.

STATEMENT OF RESTY SUPNET

Mr. MONTEYRO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is Romy
Monteyro. I am a retired colonel of the Philippine Army. But pre-
vious to that, I served 4 years in the U.S. Navy. I am obviously not
a World War II veteran. I am here to represent Resty Supnet, the
president of the World War II Filipino Veterans Federation of San
Diego County.

Hunger, disease and death were common. Pillage, rape and other
violent abuses were routine. Captured Filipino and American sol-
diers were savagely tortured. Some were put to death with a bayo-
net or sword just to save a bullet. A bullet was more precious than
human life. All this was also true with civilians suspected of rebel-
lious acts. It didn’t make a difference with the cruel occupiers
whether they were young or old, or even pregnant women; no one
was spared.

The suspects were brought before interrogators who routinely
employed inhumane methods of extracting information from help-
less victims. Two examples of these were pulling fingernails with
a pair of pliers, one after the other, until the hapless victims either
talked or passed out. Another form of torture was the water cure,
where water is hosed into the mouth, and then stomping on the
stomach. Other times suspects were threatened with the death of
their parents, spouses, children, brothers, sisters or anyone close to
them. These threats, more often than not, were carried out.

Such were the atrocities committed in the Philippines by the
Japanese occupiers during World War II. It has been more than
half a century since the Imperial Military forces of Japan lorded it
over my native land, but the painful memories still linger in my
75-year-old mind.
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My father was a businessman who was tortured by the dreaded
Kempeitai or secret police, the Japanese version of the German Ge-
stapo, after his unsuccessful attempt to deny ownership of a re-
volver. Someone must have tipped off the enemy that he had a gun.
He was beaten so severely that shortly after, he became seriously
ill and subsequently died. The lack of proper medical attention and
medication contributed to my father’s untimely demise. Our gen-
eral store was looted early in the war. Later on, our house was
burned to the ground. Like others who refused to cooperate with
the enemy, my family lived in misery and constantly in fear of our
lives.

I was barely 16 years old when I joined the guerrilla movement
in Northern Luzon on May 7, 1943. Guerrillas were organized
throughout the Philippines after the fall of Bataan and Corregidor
on April 9 and May 6, 1942, respectively. These resistance fighters
were later on integrated into the U.S. Army Forces in the Phil-
ippines, or USAFIP.

In his proclamation honoring the Filipino veterans, then-Presi-
dent Bill Clinton said, ‘‘Their many guerrilla actions slowed the
Japanese takeover of the Western Pacific region and allowed U.S.
Forces time to build and prepare for the allied counterattack on
Japan.’’.

I was privileged to have been one of the seven Filipino veterans
selected to witness President Clinton sign the proclamation.

As guerrillas, we were on the wanted list of the Japanese, dead
or alive. Our identities were not known to the enemy unless some-
one told them. Unfortunately, there were a few of our countrymen,
perhaps forced by threat of death or starvation, who turned inform-
ants. It was part of our duty as guerrillas to seek and destroy those
informants before they could do further damage to the resistance
movement. Thus, when we found out that one of them was from
our hometown, I personally set a trap for his capture.

The Japanese somehow learned that I played a major role in the
disappearance of their spy. In no time, I was taken into custody.
I was interrogated and tortured by a certain Captain Hamasaki,
the garrison commander. He wanted me to name those who are in
the roster of guerrillas in our area. I told him nothing in spite of
the terrible pain he inflicted on me.

God must have given me strength and courage that day because
I was able to hang on. Frustrated in his attempt to extract infor-
mation from me, my tormentor repeatedly hit me with his 2-foot-
long steel baton. I thought my end has come. But thanks to God,
for unknown reasons, the Japanese captain had me released before
I lost consciousness.

Making sure no one was following me, I returned to our com-
mand center. I was later assigned to a camouflaged outpost where
I could observe the enemy’s activities and relay them to head-
quarters. Armed with Springfield ’03 rifles of World War I vintage,
captured enemy weapons and homemade bombs, we ambushed
Japanese convoys. We harassed the enemy wherever and whenever
we could, with what weapons and explosives we could get our
hands on.

Days, weeks and months passed. Inevitably, we became phys-
ically weak due to lack of proper nutrition. We seemed to be hun-
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gry all the time. Our ranks were also ravaged by disease and there
was no medicine available. But we kept on, we persevered, inspired
by the promise of General Douglas MacArthur to return.

And return he did. On October 20, 1944, he landed on Leyte at
the head of the American liberation forces, and the bloody recap-
ture of the Philippines began. At last we had modern weapons to
fight with. We were supplied by plane and by submarine, off-load-
ing the much-needed supplies practically under the noses of the
Japanese, who were no more than five miles away. The provisions
included medicines and a new type of food the GIs called K-rations.

With our morale high and physical strength recovered, we fought
on while waiting for the U.S. Forces to land in our area. We didn’t
have to wait too long. About 2 months after the Leyte landing, we
met with American forces and guided them in the northward move-
ment in Luzon. By February 1945, Japanese resistance was fast
collapsing, eventually ending with the surrender of its main army,
headed by General Tomoyuki Yamashita, the conqueror of Singa-
pore and Malaya.

With the end of our guerrilla activities, I was eager to go home
and resume my studies. But out of ignorance of a misinformed
youngster, I neglected to report to the Army Processing Center to
get my discharge papers. I didn’t think they were that important.
But I would soon realize that they were the only documents that
could be used to verify my guerrilla service.

After graduating from high school on April 18, 1946, I enlisted
in the Philippine Scouts, a regular unit of the U.S. Army. On Sep-
tember 24, 1947, I received a Dependency Honorable Discharge cer-
tificate per my own request. My father was gone and that left me
as the principal breadwinner of the family of three younger broth-
ers and one younger sister. My pay in the Philippine Scouts was
not adequate for our support.

Forty-five years later I immigrated to the U.S. And subsequently
took my oath of allegiance as a naturalized American citizen on
April 10, 1992. I have been active in veterans affairs, especially in
the effort to pass the equity bill. I was commander of AMVETS
Post No. 1946 and currently Commander, Filipino World War II
Veterans Federation of San Diego County.

It has been 57 years since World War II ended. Today is a spe-
cial day for Filipino veterans. This is the first time that we are af-
forded the opportunity to speak on issues concerning us before a
congressional committee, this one specifically relating to our health
care. We are very thankful indeed.

But more than just health care, it is my fervent hope that my
testimony before this august body would stir the distinguished law-
makers here present to turn their eyes on a much larger need. For
a long time now, we have been hoping and waiting for the passage
of the equity bill which would give us parity with out American
comrades in arms in World War II. We fought side by side against
a common enemy. We served under the same Commander in Chief
and commanding general.

We suffered together the pain of inhumane atrocities visited
upon us by a cruel enemy. We Filipinos rallied to the Stars and
Stripes when the order was issued. We marched into battle and en-
dured the bitter taste and humiliation of defeat and untold hard-
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ships as prisoners of war. But when the opportunity presented
itself, we continued to fight until victory was won. But while we
Filipinos marched into battle with American soldiers, we were not
allowed to join the victory parade. Our services were declared, in
1946, in the infamous Rescission Act, as ‘‘not’’ service rendered in
the U.S. Armed Forces. I wonder if we fought as members of the
Japanese Army?

This is discrimination, pure and simple.
Mr. STEARNS (presiding). Can I ask you to summarize? Are you

almost finished? We have a 5-minute opening statement rule and
your time has expired. But I want to give you ample time. Do you
have much more?

Mr. MONTEYRO. Just two more paragraphs, sir.
This is discrimination, pure and simple. If America only recog-

nized our wartime service, we would not be here today, begging you
to give us the benefits now long overdue. There aren’t many of us
left, and our numbers continue to dwindle every day. Soon we will
all be gone. Will Uncle Sam wait until there are only just a handful
of us so that his deep pockets may not be deprived of the few dol-
lars due us?

In all fairness, Congress must admit that the passage of the eq-
uity bill is long overdue. Its immediate passage is not only a noble
thing to do, it is the only right thing to do, in keeping with the long
American tradition of fairness and justice for all.

Mr. STEARNS. Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Supnet appears on p. 91.]
[The prepared statement of Mr. Monteyro appears on p. 96.]
Mr. MORAN. Ms. Maquindang.

STATEMENT OF SUSAN ESPIRITU MAQUINDANG

Ms. MAQUINDANG. Good afternoon. First of all, I would like to
thank the Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Health, Chairman
Jerry Moran, Honorable Congressman Bob Filner, and members of
the committee and your staff for allowing me to testify today.

My name is Susan Espiritu Maquindang. I am the daughter of
a Filipino World War II Veteran. I am also the Executive Director
of the Filipino–American Service Group, Incorporated, FASGI. We
are a nonprofit social service agency that provides social services
to low-income and homeless individuals from the Asian Pacific Is-
lander population in Los Angeles County. FASGI started in Octo-
ber of 1981, when a homeless Filipino World War II veteran with
mental health problems was found sleeping in the garage of Mrs.
Remedios Geaga, one of the founding members of our agency.

Since then, FASGI has assisted thousands of Filipino American
World War II veterans for various services.

I am concerned that my presentation will in part be perceived as
a complaint against those who have actually tried to correct a
wrong committed over a half century ago. It is my impression that
this subcommittee, and indeed most Members of the current Con-
gress, have tried to correct the wrong created by the Rescission Act
of 1946.

That puts me in the awkward position of asking for a morally
necessary solution to a problem which has festered for five decades.
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Worse still, I am here asking that some of the reforms you insti-
tuted be altered because they have consequences no one intended.

Please bear with me. I trust your good intentions and your good
faith. The problem is that you cannot restore health to people who
have lived 55 years without adequate medical care. When the U.S.
Turned its back on the Filipino American veterans in the late
1940s, the decision had health consequences on the men who were
left without care.

Cognizant of this reality, FASGI obtained a grant from California
Wellness Foundation and California Endowment to study the
health of the sample population of Filipino American veterans who
are still alive and living in Los Angeles.

The result is the study which I sent to you last week, which I
am again offering for your information. You have it in your file.

This is the only study of its kind. It documents several unique
issues:

First, there is a very high rate of depression and an even a more
alarming instance of suicidal thoughts. While such psychological
dysfunctions are common among all older people, the rates among
Filipino American veterans are much higher. Unfortunately, the di-
agnosis is almost as painful as the disorder.

In an effort to create some minimal care for the Filipino Amer-
ican veterans of World War II, Congress enabled the population to
immigrate to the U.S. And obtain citizenship. In doing so, each
emigrating veteran is also eligible for medical care and for other
welfare benefits. This was far less than they were promised in
1942, but better than nothing at all. Unfortunately, requiring them
to come to the U.S. Dislocates them from friends, family and cul-
ture. The results are depression, and even suicide.

The problem is that each of these men, now all in their late sev-
enties and early eighties, find themselves having to make a terrible
choice. They can get competent medical care while living in the
United States which is a foreign culture to them. The cultural ad-
justment is painful. It causes stress and depression in their daily
lives.

Alternatively, they can return to the Philippines and live in a so-
ciety they understand and know and have the comfort of lifelong
friends and relatives. In doing so, however, they give up most of
the medical care they need. Requiring such a choice of men who
have been repeatedly denied their lawful entitlement is cruel and
unnecessary.

Those wishing to return to their homes should be provided with
medical care in the Philippines—and the Filipino World War II vet-
erans who are residing in the Philippines as well. That may be a
difficult pill to swallow, but it is the only realistic choice for a
major portion of the World War II veterans.

Second, many of these men have medical problems which would
not be nearly as severe if they had been treated earlier. Had they
received the benefits promised, they would have gotten earlier med-
ical diagnosis and intervention and their blood pressure, diabetes,
arthritis, and other diseases would not be as serious as today.

In short, they now need more care than otherwise necessary.
Again these issues need to be addressed.



31

Finally, there is very little time to act. The World War II veter-
ans are now in their 70s and 90s, and over 2,500 die each year.
If Congress doesn’t act soon, there will be no one left.

Phrased another way, each day the remedy is delayed, nearly 10
more Filipino–American Veterans slip beyond the reach of your as-
sistance. This is your last chance to correct a wrong. While it is
now half a century old, I believe you are men of good intention; and
now it is time for those intentions to be converted into law. The
passing of H.R. 491 is a big step toward the process of giving full
benefits they really deserve.

Mr. STEARNS. Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Ms. Maquindang appears on p. 101.]
Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Ganio, welcome.

STATEMENT OF PATRICK GANIO

Mr. GANIO. Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of this committee, fellow

veterans, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon.
My name is Patrick Ganio, Sr., National President of the Amer-

ican Coalition for Filipino Veterans. I am a World War II veteran,
a survivor of Bataan and Corregidor, a former prisoner of war, a
recognized guerilla and a Purple Heart Medallist for wound in com-
bat during the liberation campaign of the Philippines in 1945.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity given me to testify
before your committee on the issue of whether or not Filipino
World War II veterans are to be extended health care benefits in
the United States and in the Philippines. It is my great honor to
be invited. In speaking before this honorable committee, I rep-
resent over 4,000 of my members across the United States and in
the Philippines represented by our very leader in the Philippines,
Colonel Manuel Ocampo.

Outright, Mr. Chairman, it is my view that, with respect to pub-
lic policy to care for those who fought the battle, that our govern-
ment is bound to provide health care to our veterans wherever they
choose to live, be here in the United States or in the Philippines.
Where our generals and the World War II veterans are in the twi-
light of their lives, health care is an urgent need.

We have before this honorable committee today two legislation,
H.R. 4904 and S. 392 that offers health care to our Filipino veter-
ans. As well, we expect the same excuse of budgetary constraint.

On the problem of funding, Mr. Chairman, I wish to offer some
historical facts of our service to America that is savings of the
American dollar, that this is a feat in U.S. Military history that
saved 15 billions of dollars and thousands of American lives. Then
for the purpose of legislating the Recission Act of 1946, General
Omar Bradley, then the veterans’ administrator, reported to the
committee I wish to make a $3.2 billion compensation benefits for
Filipino veterans as special obligation before they grant them inde-
pendence of the Philippines.

Congress provided only $200 million. What about the savings in
years that we were not given any benefit at all and the savings
made by reason of mortality for years of crusading for the benefits
we deserve? Certainly many have passed away. When our war on
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terrorism came to pass, billions and billions of dollars poured into
foreign aid but none to Filipino veterans.

Mr. Chairman, how much more sacrifice do you want us to make
so that this government can save more dollars before we can be
able to get the benefits we deserve? Or how many more of us sur-
viving would you want to pass away, if not for all of us to die in
the next 5 years just to save America’s dollars?

Pardon me, Mr. Chairman, for asking these questions. We appre-
ciate your patience and interest to give us the opportunity to be
heard in this forum, a process we certainly cannot find in any other
political systems.

Mr. Chairman, notwithstanding the Recission Act, the validity of
our military service for purposes of rights, privileges and benefits
for service-connected disability, survivors benefits, is implicitly rec-
ognized. To us, this is not the real issue. The issue is whether or
not this government, Congress and the administration of this great
Nation as in the past can ever in conscience have the moral will
to give us what we deserve in the light of due justice which this
great country stands for.

Mr. Chairman and the honorable members of this committee, we
appeal for your support for approval into law our legislation on
health care and with the modest pension or the medical allowance
of hundred dollar a month for Americans’ needs of our veterans in
the Philippines for medicine and travel to medical centers and hos-
pital which, if done, will be a triumph of due justice. What we are
asking now, Mr. Chairman, I am sure may just be a drop in the
bucket of what we save for America for this very issue indeed as
American nationals.

We believe you have not forgotten us. We believe you won’t let
us down. We hope that President Bush will finally resolve our long-
standing benefits claim to right the wrong done to us. For justice
delayed is justice denied. God bless America.

Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Ganio, with attachment, appears

on p. 105.]
Mr. STEARNS. Ms. Tancinco, your opening statement.

STATEMENT OF LOURDES SANTOS TANCINCO, ESQ.

Ms. TANCINCO. Mr. Chairman and distinguished members of the
subcommittee, good afternoon.

My name is Lourdes Santos Tancinco. I represent the National
Network on Veterans Equity, which is a coalition of different orga-
nizations advocating for veterans equity. We have submitted dif-
ferent resolution in a statement which I have previously submitted
and request, Mr. Chairman, that that be made a part of the record.

Mr. STEARNS. Without objection, so ordered.
Ms. TANCINCO. I also represent the San Francisco Veterans Eq-

uity Center, which is an agency that serves the needs of thousands
of Filipino World War II veterans in the San Francisco Bay area.
I am also an attorney practicing immigration law.

Since 1993, I have provided pro bono legal services to countless
of these veterans. In this capacity, I have witnessed unfortunate
plight of our Filipino veterans.
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You already know the facts. Our Filipino veterans fought under
the American flag during World War II, as ordered by President
Roosevelt. After the war, this Congress passed the Recission Act of
1946 which stripped Filipinos of status as U.S. Soldiers, taking
away the military benefits they deserve. In 1990, a law passed
which gave the Filipino veterans their U.S. Citizenship. That is
after half a century of struggle to obtain their right to citizenship.

Since then, 26,000 veterans, mostly in their 70s and 80s, have
come to the United States. Leaving their status back home to find
a better life, these veterans found themselves not in greener
pastures but in tiny hotel rooms in the red light district of San
Francisco.

When they come to me for legal aid, they tell me about the hard-
ships of having not enough resources, of no one to go to for help.
Like most people their age, they suffer from pneumonia, high blood
pressure, heart ailments, diabetes and cancer; and because major-
ity of these veterans from no family here, I have had to take care
of these veterans personally.

In 1998, a few of us in the communities established the Veterans
Equity Center to respond to the needs of these veterans. To date,
we have served over 1,100 Filipino veterans in the Center. We have
seen many of our veterans suffer from anxiety and depression, but
despite their dire situation, the Filipino veterans choose to live
proudly. Their memories of the homeland and stories of bravery
during the war sustain them through their daily lives.

Except for a handful with service-connected disabilities, the ma-
jority of these veterans are covered under Medicare and Medi-Cal,
not under the VA system except for service-connected disabilities.
Most of them rely on SSI payments. Many of our veterans have
died alone in their hospital beds in their $400 month hotel rooms
and even on the streets.

One of our clients at the Center was sickly and decided to go
back to the Philippines. He could not afford to live alone in his
physical condition, and his SSI payment was not enough to pay for
health care. On his way home to the Philippines, he died on the
plane.

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Chairman and distinguished mem-
bers of this subcommittee, each time a Filipino veteran dies, we in
the Filipino community feel the loss and the pain, knowing that we
as a nation let our veterans die without true recognition. It is a
given that the greatest generation is diminishing in numbers, that
the figures on who are still residing here and who are in the Phil-
ippines may no longer be accurate.

At the Veterans Center we have witnessed how fast this popu-
lation decreases. The recently introduced health care bill for Fili-
pino veterans, H.R. 4904, addresses the issue of health care; and
we appreciate the continuing commitment of our representative,
Representative Filner and Mr. Chairman, commitment to the wel-
fare of the veterans. We support this bill. But the Filipino veterans
deserve more.

Representative Gilman and Representative Filner have also in-
troduced H.R. 491. This will restore the Filipino soldiers of World
War II their U.S. Veteran status. The effects of the Recission Act
of 1946 should now be reversed. Let our veterans enjoy the last
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years of their lives with dignity. Our veterans risked their lives
and made untold sacrifices to defend our freedom, the freedom that
you and I enjoy.

Mr. STEARNS. Thank you very much.
Ms. TANCINCO. Just one more paragraph.
Like the Navajo code talkers who are finally getting worldwide

recognition for their service and valor during World War II, the Fil-
ipino World War II, ours and yours, too, deserve to be recognized
and given the justice they rightfully deserve.

Thank you for the time and opportunity to testify.
[The prepared statement of Ms. Tancinco, with attachments, ap-

pears on p. 111.]
Mr. STEARNS. Let me thank our witnesses for their opening

statements and your advocacy for a very, very important cause and
your taking your time to come here and particularly you are com-
ing from San Francisco and I know you are very busy, too. So we
appreciate the opportunity to hear your comments.

I now recognize the ranking member, Mr. Filner.
Mr. FILNER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just some observations,

if I may.
I think all of your statements were very articulate and also

pointed to the fact that we have more to do. Even if we pass H.R.
4904, which I hope we will, that is just a step. I think many of us
recognize that and will continue to work for this cause.

There has been a lot of thanks going around earlier in the day.
What has kept this issue alive is the veterans and their supporters,
their organizations, their sons and daughters. Romy Monteyro, for
example, has written many columns about this and not always
agreed with me, but he has worked to make sure the public is kept
informed and understand that this is a real issue. To all of your
organizations and the people you represent, some of whom you saw
in the film who actually went to jail on behalf of their beliefs, we
thank all of you for all of your work.

I want to mention the person who introduced me to the cause,
General Tagumpay Nanadiego, who was the special representative
of the President of the Philippines on behalf of veterans, who
worked out of the Filipino embassy. He wanted to be here today
and just could not make it.

I do want to thank someone who has worked in my office for 10
years on this issue, Sharon Schultze, who has worked day and
night with me on these issues for a long time. So thank you, Shar-
on, for all the work you have done.

We take to heart your sense that we have to do more, and we
thank you for bringing us this far.

If any of you want to comment on anything more—just give an-
other minute or so. Anything else you would like to say?

Ms. TANCINCO. Representative Filner and all members of the
subcommittee, I think we would just like to emphasize just what
you have said, that if and when H.R. 4904 is passed, we will be
back here testifying on the full equity for the Filipino veterans.

Ms. MAQUINDANG. We appreciate your assistance and support.
We are looking forward for your full support for H.R. 4904.

Mr. GANIO. Also, on behalf of Filipino veterans we give our
thanks to the members of the committee and all of us who support
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us who is present this afternoon and to everybody and the Mem-
bers of Congress have been very supportive to our cause, particu-
larly Congressman Gilman, Congressman Filner and Senator
Inouye and many more. Thank you very much.

Mr. MONTEYRO. I just want to apologize for the overtime. I did
not realize that the red light was on, and thank you for the time
that you gave me. I hope you invite me again when the equity bill
is on the floor. Thank you very much.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Boozman?
Mr. BOOZMAN. I don’t have any questions, and I would like to

thank the panel for your testimony and for being here.
Mr. STEARNS. I will have the next panel and thank you.
Our final panel today represents three major veterans’ organiza-

tions. We have Ms. Joy Ilem from the Disabled American Veterans;
Mr. Richard Weidman, Vietnam Veterans of America; and Mr. Jim
Fischl of the American Legion.

We welcome our witnesses and look forward to your opening
statements, and if you would just have a seat.

STATEMENTS OF JOY J. ILEM, ASSISTANT NATIONAL LEGISLA-
TIVE DIRECTOR, DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS; RICHARD
WEIDMAN, DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, VIET-
NAM VETERANS OF AMERICA; AND JIM FISCHL, DIRECTOR
OF NATIONAL VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION
COMMISSION, THE AMERICAN LEGION

Mr. STEARNS. Ms. Ilem, if you are ready, we will have you start
at your convenience.

STATEMENT OF JOY J. ILEM

Ms. ILEM. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of the subcommit-
tee. Good afternoon. We appreciate the opportunity to appear be-
fore you and present the views of the Disabled American Veterans
concerning health care for Filipino World War II veterans within
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

The Health Care for Filipino World War II Veterans Act would
in part authorize VA to provide hospital, nursing home care and
medical services on the same basis as for U.S. Veterans, for Com-
monwealth Army veterans or new Filipino scouts who reside in the
United States and our citizens lawfully admitted for permanent
residence in the United States. This legislation would expand eligi-
bility and provide equity of access to VA health care for this
deserving group of Filipino veterans. Its purpose is beneficial, and
we do not object to favorable consideration of this measure by the
subcommittee.

DAV recognizes the historic contributions made by Filipino veter-
ans during World War II as members of the U.S. Armed Forces.
Measured in these terms, we believe these veterans should be
granted access to the VA health care system and that additional
resources should be provided to VA to deliver those services.

However, we are concerned about the current state of the VA
medical care system, specifically the inability of the Department to
provide timely health care services to veterans, including service-
connected veterans, at many VA facilities. VA has reported that it
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has reached capacity at many facilities as a result of rising costs
for health care and increased demand for medical services.

Despite our continuing efforts to obtain an adequate budget for
VA health care, the cumulative effects of insufficient health care
funding have now resulted in the rationing of medical care. With-
out question, Filipino World War II veterans deserve access to VA
health care. However, introducing more veterans into the VA
places further strain on an already overburdened and underfunded
system.

Congress must address these issues if it plans to expand VA
health care to more veterans. We believe the situation has reached
a critical point, and we have asked the House and Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee to consider a proposal to shift VA medical care
funding from a discretionary to a mandatory program. We believe
this will eliminate the year-to-year uncertainty about funding lev-
els that have prevented VA from being able to adequately plan for
and meet the growing needs of veterans seeking treatment. Clear-
ly, we are indebted to Filipino veterans for their sacrifices and con-
tributions during World War II.

In closing, we want to thank the subcommittee for holding this
hearing and for your concern for the health and well-being of many
elderly Filipino veterans. Your efforts to address their needs and
provide the recognition they deserve is admirable.

Mr. Chairman, this concludes my statement; and I will be happy
to answer any question that you or any members of the subcommit-
tee may have. Thank you.

Mr. STEARNS. Thank you, Ms. Ilem.
Mr. FILNER. I think for the record you might want to make a cor-

rection. Your statement says to shift VA medical care from a dis-
cretionary to mandatory. I think your oral statement said the re-
verse. So, for the record, I want to——

Mr. STEARNS. Unanimous consent, your statement will be
corrected.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Ilem appears on p. 121.]

STATEMENT OF JIM FISCHL

Mr. FISCHL. Thanks, Mr. Chairman.
The American Legion appreciates the opportunity to present our

testimony here today and would like to commend Mr. Filner for all
his work that he has done on this bill.

I will briefly attempt to summarize our feelings on this bill. So
much has been said and I will try not to repeat everything.

For the last 55 years Filipino World War II veterans have sought
equal recognition of their military service rendered under the flag
of the United States during World War II. They fought and died
alongside American soldiers and yet still they struggle today to be
recognized for their contributions and their sacrifice.

It is estimated that one million Filipinos fought for the United
States during World War II. Today, there are less than 60,000 of
these veterans still living. They have, over the course of many
years, among other things, won eligibility for U.S. Citizenship and
expanded their access to health care and burial benefits for certain
Filipino veterans.
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While the American Legion is pleased with the progress that has
already been made with respect to World War II Filipino veterans,
much more remains to be done. We urge the enactment of legisla-
tion that would extend improvements of compensation, pension and
health care benefits of these veterans, irrespective of their present
country of residence.

The American Legion has in the past supported legislation that,
if enacted, would provide veterans of the Filipino Commonwealth
Army, recognized guerillas and their Filipino scouts the same war-
time status and benefits as U.S. Veterans. They bled on the battle-
field for America. They died while defending the U.S. flag. It is
time to correct the inequities.

As the previous speaker has put it so well, it is about integrity,
it is about honor, it is about respect. There is little that I can add
to all that has been said so well today, but I would like to say that
the American Legion and its 2.8 million members are solidly be-
hind the proposals of this bill, and we very much look forward to
celebrating victory, and we intend to celebrate that victory.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Fischl appears on p. 122.]
Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Weidman.

STATEMENT OF RICK WEIDMAN

Mr. WEIDMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
We also join all of the witnesses here today in commending you,

commending you, Chairman Moran, Mr. Filner certainly and Mr.
Evans and many other folks for their staunch support in pushing
forward on these proposals for what really is a matter of simple
justice.

I would also like to make a comment, if I may. There was some
discussion earlier prior to your arriving, sir, about celebrity wit-
nesses. I had the opportunity to speak briefly with His Excellency,
Albert Del Rosario; and just to correct the record a little bit, he
feels exactly the same way that we at Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica feel, which is the real celebrity who was here today, even
though not always regarded that way by our friends in the fourth
estate, are the World War II veterans sitting behind me. That is
who should be recognized.

Vietnam Veterans of America supports provisions of both H.R.
4904 and urges the House to go further and support the provisions
of H.R. 491. One of our founding—in fact, the founding principle
of Vietnam Veterans of America is that no generation of American
veterans shall abandon another generation of American veterans.
Vietnam veterans in this country know what it is like to be un-
justly left out. We fought for our own place and to take care of our
own folks, but, by God, we are not going to abandon our fathers.
We are not going to abandon our uncles from Korea, our fathers
from World War II, our sons and daughters from the Gulf War, or
our veterans who will be exiting the military subsequent to the
Afghani operations, and that includes our spiritual fathers in the
Philippine scouts who fought so bravely alongside many of our bio-
logical fathers.

My dad served in China, Burma, India and then in the Pacific
during World War II and, therefore, had the opportunity to serve
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with Filipino scouts and told me many stories about that when I
was a kid. It is time to fulfill the covenant. And I use the word cov-
enant and we at Vietnam Veterans of America use the word cov-
enant advisedly. It is deeper than a contract. It is deeper than a
promise. It is a covenant between the people of the United States
and our citizens and allies, in this case, the Filipinos, whom we
asked to put up life and limb in defense of the Constitution of the
United States to make sure that wherever they are harmed by
virtue of military service, whether it is health-wise, economically,
emotionally, that we do everything humanly possible to make them
as whole as possible; and we would argue that includes our
brethren.

The law of 1946 was grossly wrong. It was the same people who
on the Subcommittee on Veterans in 1944 tried to kill the GI bill
because they did not want to treat people of color correctly, and
that prevailed in committee by one vote, and we would urge this
committee and the Congress as a whole as well as the Senate to
strike that wrong and move forward on what really are American
values towards fulfilling that covenant that American people have
with our veterans.

One last thing, we would be remiss if we did not say a couple
of things about resources. Mr. Filner, you noted that ‘‘it ain’t over
until it’s over,’’ quoting that famous New York Yankee. I am a Yan-
kees fan, being from New York. But being over is not having it
signed by the President. Fulfillment in reality is having adequate
funding for the VA system to function to all the persons, all the
veterans and certain spouses who the Congress has authorized to
use that system. It takes the dough to make it go.

Mandatory spending is something that VVA strongly favors, but
if I may suggest there are more steps beyond H.R. 491. Our experi-
ence with legislation is that, every time we think we have got it,
someone moves it; and we will have to take further steps to ad-
dress the specific problems of Filipino veterans. It does no good to
give folks access to a health care system that isn’t working for any-
one; and, therefore, we pledge not only to work with our Filipino
brethren but very closely with this committee in order to ensure
that there is the money to have a strong system and access to a
system where it is, in fact, a benefit.

I thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Weidman appears on p. 124.]
Mr. STEARNS. I thank the witnesses for their comments and their

articulate presentation, and Mr. Filner is recognized.
Mr. FILNER. Just a few observations, if I may.
I accept your definition, Mr. Weidman, of it ain’t over until it is

over, even though you are a Yankee fan. Someone of your
humanity——

Mr. WEIDMAN. I also root for the Knicks when they aren’t play-
ing the Yankees.

Mr. FILNER. I grew up with the Brooklyn Dodgers, so we just
hated the Yankees, as you know. But I think the sum total of your
statements that I would take as follows:

Number one, I applaud your courage in taking this stance; and
we will need you to work on your membership who may not fully
understand it. That is, if you don’t understand the issue, it may
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look like we are giving money that we don’t have to somebody else;
and that is a situation we hope you will join us to help us educate
people.

Secondly, you are absolutely right. If you don’t have a system
that is adequately funded for all of us, then we are not helping the
Filipino–Americans either. So our charge is to do it all right and
include in that—the veterans we have spoken of today to make
sure the system is funded for everyone. And I appreciate your con-
stantly keeping that before us as our charge.

Thank you all for your testimony.
Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Boozman? Mr. Evans?
Well, let me conclude. There are many stories of heroism in the

Filipino community. However, I would like to remind the audience
of one that I believe exemplifies the courage and spirit the guerillas
showed. It is described vividly in the book Ghost Soldiers by Hamp-
ton Sides.

On January 30, 1945, a group of U.S. Rangers and two bands of
Filipino guerillas stormed through Japanese lines 60 miles north of
Manila to the prison camp of Cabanatuan. While the Rangers freed
the 486 emaciated, tortured POWs, the guerillas held off nearly
800 Imperial Japanese Army troops. Then the Rangers trudged
back to the Filipino guerillas, carrying the weakest POWs on their
backs. Meanwhile, the guerillas orchestrated the entire community
into an organized escape caravan, using ox-carts pulled by carabow
grinding along behind the lines to safety.

I have here a photograph of that Ranger battalion and their Fili-
pino guerilla brothers. By unanimous consent, I make it part of the
record.

(See p. 144.)
Mr. STEARNS. I think we can all safely say at least those POWs,

if not the entire civilization of this world, owes a debt of gratitude
to the Filipino World War II soldiers; and we ought to pay that
debt. On behalf of the chairman, Mr. Moran, I conclude our sub-
committee; and I thank all of for your attendance.

[Whereupon, at 5:30 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN MORAN

I welcome witnesses and others in attendance at this Subcommittee hearing to
deal with issues related to certain Filipino veterans’ difficulties with access to VA
health care. I thank Subcommittee Ranking Member Bob Filner for his advocacy in
helping establish the basis for this hearing.

Nearly 60 years ago, our fathers and mothers celebrated the end of a terrible war
that nearly consumed the whole world. The United States and its allies were victori-
ous, winning freedom over tyranny. Later they witnessed the greatest economic de-
velopment in recorded history. And today, we enjoy the fruits of all the plenty made
possible by veterans in the field and by those back home who produced the means
for victory.

Early in the war in the Philippine Islands, then a U.S. possession, our military
forces experienced devastation and surrender—but eventually they achieved victory,
and that victory was aided immeasurably by tens of thousands of Philippine people
who fought with us, who protected our troops, suffered alongside them, and who,
as much as anyone, helped earn the Allied victory over the Japanese celebrated on
August 15, 1945. As some of our witnesses at today’s hearing actually remember,
the world breathed much easier after that day.

The Filipinos who worked with our soldiers and marines suffered huge casualties,
but they persevered and asked nothing but the freedom of their own people from
domination by an outside enemy.

A few of these brave soldiers from that era now live in the United States with
us. Several thousands have immigrated here, and they do look to us, in a land of
plenty, for humane treatment near the end of their lives.

I believe we can do something to repay their patriotism and sacrifice to freedom
by enacting a bill that my colleague Mr. Filner introduced with my cosponsorship,
H. R. 4904, the ‘‘Health Care for Filipino Veterans Act.’’ Today’s hearing is intended
to examine some of the issues that this bill and others that are before the Congress
would advance, and I look forward to hearing the witnesses on these matters.

I would note for the record that this is an auspicious occasion for several reasons,
one of which is that this is the first time an ambassador of a foreign nation has
testified before this Subcommittee, and we are honored to have His Excellency, Am-
bassador Albert del Rosario here to represent his nation before our Subcommittee.
Also on the panel, we welcome the Honorable Anthony Principi, U.S. Secretary of
Veterans’ Affairs. We appreciate your attendance and look forward to your testi-
monies.

We are also honored to have seven Members of Congress here to testify today,
as follows:

Honorable Randy ‘‘Duke’’ Cunningham, of California;
Honorable Benjamin Gilman of New York;
Honorable Patsy Mink, from the State of Hawaii;
Honorable Juanita Millender-McDonald of California;
Honorable Dana Rohrabacher of California; and,
Honorable Robert A. Underwood from the Territory of Guam

We appreciate the attendance at this hearing of Mr. Lou Diamond Phillips and
Mr. Fritz Friedman, both of Los Angeles, California, and we welcome them to the
Subcommittee.

Another witness panel represents organizations concerned about benefits for Fili-
pino veterans, and we appreciate their attendance. They are:

Mr. Resty Supnet, President of the Filipino World War II Veterans Foundation
of San Diego County, accompanied by Mr. Romy Monteyro;
Mr. Patrick Ganio, President of the American Coalition for Filipino Veterans;
Ms. Susan Espiritu Maquindang, Executive Director of the Filipino-American
Service Group; and
Ms. Lourdes Santos Tancinco, President of the San Francisco Veterans Equity
Center.

Our final panel today represents three major veterans’ organizations. We have
Ms. Joy Ilem from the Disabled American Veterans; Mr. Richard Weidman of Viet-
nam Veterans of America; and Mr. James Fischl of the American Legion.

We appreciate the valuable insights offered by all at this hearing. World War II
ended a long time ago, but as we have heard from these witnesses, the war has a
very high cost and here we are, 60 years after the fact, still dealing with the effects
of war. This hearing helps us build knowledge about these issues of importance to
these veterans, to the Administration, and hopefully before this Congress adjourns,
we will be able to deal with some of these matters through legislation



47

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN FILNER

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for holding this hearing on the issue of health
care for Filipino World War II veterans within the Department of Veterans Affairs.
I also want to thank my colleagues for being here today.

This is not a normal year. Last September, we discovered anew how important
are our freedoms and our liberties, and we have gone to war to defend these free-
doms. Likewise, in 1941, we discovered how vulnerable we were, we went to war
to defend our nation, and President Franklin D. Roosevelt drafted into the service
of the United States Armed Forces the military forces of the Philippines because the
Philippines was, at that time, a territory of the U.S.

Neither is this a normal hearing. It is the culmination of almost 60 years of strug-
gle for justice, equity, and honor. After being called to service, the Filipino soldiers
of World War II served side-by-side with forces from the United States mainland,
exhibited great courage at the epic battles of Bataan and Corregidor, were instru-
mental in contributing to the successful outcome of the war—after which they were
unceremoniously deprived of the veterans’ benefits due them by the Congress of
1946.

During this year’s Memorial Day concert at the Capitol building, the veterans of
the Bataan Death March were recognized and honored. Many in the Death March
were soldiers from the United States and many were Filipinos, equally brave and
equally suffering. It is proper to recognize and honor these veterans. But while
those from the United States are receiving veterans’ benefits, many of their Filipino
counterparts are not.

In my testimony during the hearing on this issue in 1998, I stated that only
75,000 Filipino World War II veterans were still living. Today there are only 60,000
still alive. The greatest hope of these veterans in their 70s and 80s and the hope
of their children and grandchildren is that the honor and benefits that were re-
scinded in 1946 be granted before the deaths of all of the Filipino veterans. There
is scarcely a Filipino family today in either the United States or in the Philippines
that does not include a World War II veteran or the child of a veteran. I have spo-
ken to literally hundreds and hundreds of Filipinos who were involved in our war
effort. I’ve been to the Philippines. I commemorated Bataan Day on Mount Samat.
I visited the POW camp at Tarlac. Today, we must think of justice, of morality, and
of dignity. We must take action to establish our honor and the honor and dignity
of these brave veterans.

This fight has always been a bi-partisan fight! Senator Inouye has been a leader
on this issue. The distinguished Congressman, Benjamin Gilman, and I have worked
together through many years to introduce Filipino veteran legislation. The Chair-
man of this Subcommittee, Mr. Moran, has been quick to support the bill that we
have before us today. The Chairman and Ranking Member of the Veterans Affairs
Committee, Mr. Smith and Mr. Evans, have been co-sponsors of legislation to cor-
rect this problem. My colleague from San Diego, Mr. Cunningham, has been an ad-
vocate for Filipino veterans from the very beginning. And you can see before you
that the Members testifying are from both sides of the aisle. We are working to-
gether to remedy historical injustice and to make good on the promise of America.

Today, the Secretary of the Veterans Affairs Department, Secretary Principi, will
be testifying in support of the bill that is before us. I want to especially thank the
Secretary for his commitment and dedication to a solution that we can all get be-
hind.

Certainly, H.R. 4904, Health Care for Filipino World War II Veterans (the bill be-
fore us) does not accomplish everything. H.R. 491, the Filipino Veterans Equity Act
does that, and the passage of H.R. 491 is the ultimate goal. But H.R. 4904 is a sig-
nificant step. It will provide access to health care for Filipino veterans in the United
States, many of whom are ill and desperately in need of assistance. Coupled with
the Secretary’s promise to provide $500,000 of medical equipment each year to the
Veterans Memorial Hospital (VMMC) in the Philippines, we can begin to address
the injustices inflicted by Congress in 1946.

Today we will hear from a wide diversity of witnesses—from the Philippine Am-
bassador, our friends from Hollywood, Members of Congress, our veterans service
organizations, the Secretary of the VA, and undoubtedly most importantly, from Fil-
ipino veterans organizations and Filipino veterans themselves. We will learn, first
hand, why this issue is so important.

Again, I thank the Chairman and the Committee for allowing us to focus on the
contributions of Filipino World War II veterans, in the best American tradition of
honor and justice.
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Thank you Mr. Chairman.
I am pleased to be with you today. Mr. Ambassador, Mr. Secretary, I would like

to thank each of you and the other distinguished members of the panels present,
for taking the time to speak with us today. Your input is invaluable as we work
toward what is right and best for Filipino veterans of World War II and our nation
as a whole.

The VA operates the largest integrated healthcare system in the United States,
and is therefore one of America’s greatest resources. This is something that we
should be very proud of and a resource that we should be eager and willing to use
in order to address the challenges that our nation currently faces in ensuring that
our duty to our nation’s Filipino veterans is fulfilled.

I represent the First Congressional District of Florida. My district is home to five
military installations and the largest retired veteran population in our great nation.
The issues of importance to veterans across the country are the utmost priorities
to many thousands of my constituents. As a member of this committee, I have an
opportunity to honor my commitment to serve my country and address these issues
on behalf of the veterans of Florida’s First District.

Thousands of Filipino men and women responded to President Roosevelt’s call for
help to preserve peace and democracy in the Philippines. In their battle to restore
their independence, the courageous young men and women of the Philippine Islands
suffered deeply. These men and women of Filipino-American heritage have not re-
ceived the benefits provided to their American compatriots with whom they fought
side-by-side. Today, some 60 years later, the members of this Committee, our coun-
terparts in the Senate, the VA, and our President have a duty to work vigorously
to ensure that the health care needs of Filipino veterans are met.

Again, I thank you all for your testimony today and for your assistance as we do
our duty for many of our nation’s finest.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. LANE EVANS, RANKING DEMOCRATIC
MEMBER, COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am pleased to be here today to offer my support for
this landmark legislation to recognize and honor Filipino veterans. H.R. 4904 rep-
resents an important, long-overdue victory for a courageous group of combat sol-
diers.

Early in Bob Filner’s congressional career, I conducted a hearing in San Diego on
the service of Filipino veterans. We have been deeply moved by the personal ac-
counts of Filipino veterans. I salute Mr. Filner for his leadership. He has been a
constant champion over time for the cause of Filipino veterans. I also salute the
gentleman from New York, Ben Gilman, for his steadfast support.

I commend Secretary Principi for his leadership. The Secretary has embraced this
legislation and has given in his personal commitment. We must seek the high
ground and do the right thing for our Filipino comrades in arms. Filipino veterans
were there for America when the U.S. called on them half a century ago. Filipino
soldiers are there today—standing shoulder to shoulder with our troops in the war
against terrorism. We have a debt that must be paid to those who sacrificed much
for our freedoms.

Mr. Chairman, I look forward to hearing from our witnesses.
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