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TERRORISM: TWO YEARS AFTER 9/11,
CONNECTING THE DOTS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2003

UNITED STATES SENATE,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRORISM, TECHNOLOGY AND HOME-
LAND SECURITY, OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICI-

ARY,
Washington, DC.

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 11:33 a.m., in
room SD-226, Dirksen Office Building, Hon. Jon Kyl, Chairman of
the Subcommittee, presiding.

Present: Senators Kyl, Feinstein, Schumer, and Durbin.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JON KYL, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF ARIZONA

Chairman KYL. I apologize to those of you who have been waiting
and who will be inconvenienced by our delay. The Senate is in the
middle of six votes. We are in the fifth vote right now.

I think what I will do is proceed with my opening statement. I
have checked with the ranking member’s staff and that is accept-
able to them, and then the Ranking Member will provide her open-
ing statement when she is able to come back. At that time, I will
also make some unanimous consent requests for inclusion in the
record of various statements.

Tomorrow, of course, marks the second anniversary of the worst,
most cold-blooded attack on the United States since its founding,
and the Subcommittee has set this hearing today to do its part to
ensure that Americans are not attacked again. The defense of our
people and our way of life at home requires that law enforcement
agencies, Members of Congress, and government at large take an
offensive approach to trace the roots of terror and terrorist fin-
anciers overseas and here in the U.S. homeland.

As this Subcommittee heard in June from one expert witness, Al-
Qaeda, murderous as it is, is but a symptom of an underlying ma-
lignancy which is Islamic extremism. To defeat this threat, we
must improve our ability to connect the dots between terrorists and
their supporters and sympathizers. We must understand their
goals, their resources, their methods, just as well as they under-
stand our system of freedoms and how to exploit them for their ter-
rible purposes.

Despite the commendable accomplishments of our law enforce-
ment community and our intelligence services and the men and
women in our military, our Government still has a great deal of
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work to do to secure our country from real and pressing terrorist
threats.

In earlier testimony and again this weekend from the New York
FBI director, we have been told of the presence of active Al-Qaeda
cells in 40 States, from cities like our Capital to the plains of the
heartland. Increasingly, we are told how worried our officials are
about what they continue to learn and what they have not yet un-
covered.

Today’s hearing is the second in a series of hearings to inves-
tigate the roots of terrorist ideology, terrorist support networks and
state sponsorship, especially the continued financial support from
Saudi Arabia, estimated at billions of dollars per year for nearly 40
years, and what the U.S. Government can do to counter these ter-
rorists and their supports.

Members of this Subcommittee heard testimony earlier this sum-
mer by David Aufhauser, General Counsel to the Treasury Depart-
ment, who called the Saudi regime the epicenter of terrorist financ-
ing. Special Agent John Pistole, Acting Assistant Director for
Counterterrorism for the FBI who testified before Congress in late
July, declared that the jury was still out on Saudi Arabia’s prom-
ises to combat terrorist financing.

Saudi Arabia, of course, has a deep historical and symbiotic rela-
tionship with the radical Islamic ideology of Wahhabism. The
Saudis continue aggressively to export this intolerant and virulent
form of Islam to Muslims across the globe, and to inculcate it in
the major institutions of Islam worldwide.

The New York Times, the Washington Post and others have re-
cently reported on Wahhabi influence around the world, including
in Iraq, where terrorists are carrying out ruthless attacks against
U.S. forces attempting to rebuild that country and killing countless
other innocent men and women.

Equally disturbing is the presence of radical Islamist groups and
cells here in the United States that often have the support finan-
cially, ideologically, and even diplomatically of the Saudi regime.
Contrary to popular opinion, the voice of moderate Muslims is not
often heard here in Washington and across America. Instead, a
small group of organizations based in the U.S. with Saudi backing
and support is well advanced in its four-decade effort to control
Islam in America.

From mosques, universities, community, even to our prisons, and
even within our own military, moderate Muslims who love America
and who want to be part of our great country are being forced out
of these institutions. The Wahhabi-backed extremists then de-
nounce critics of Wahhabism and other forms of Islamist extremism
as being racists and bigots. This will not stand.

Let us be very clear. We are not suggesting that Islam as a reli-
gion or its faithful believers are enemies of the United States, the
West, or modernity. However, a growing body of accepted evidence
and expert research demonstrates that the Wahhabi ideology that
dominates, finances and animates many groups here in the United
States indeed is antithetical to the values of tolerance, individ-
ualism, and freedom as we conceive these things.

That ideology presents a clear and present danger to our Con-
stitution and the principles of freedom enshrined by our Founding
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Fathers. Hence, it is a threat to the security of secular, liberal de-
mocracies such as the United States, and indeed is engaged on
many levels in a violent struggle against them, from Manila to Mo-
rocco, from India to Iraq, from Jerusalem to Jakarta.

Today’s hearing will bring these and other important issues fac-
ing the United States in the war on terror to light. Our first wit-
ness today is Simon Henderson, a veteran journalist and respected
expert on the Saudi royal family and related Middle East issues.
He is currently with Saudi Strategies, in London. Mr. Henderson
will expose a history of activity in the kingdom that has culminated
in its current role in financing terror. He will outline a number of
Saudi entities, some run by the government, that are involved in
financing terror around the world.

Next, we will hear from Matthew Epstein, a terrorism expert and
lawyer specializing in terror finance and an assistant director with
The Investigative Project here in Washington. Mr. Epstein will pro-
vide testimony on the network of American Muslim organizations,
the majority of which are recipients of the very Saudi largess Mr.
Henderson will outline. Mr. Epstein will highlight their long his-
tory of sympathy, coordination, and support for terrorist groups.

As an example, he will focus on a group that we here on the Hill
are very familiar with, namely the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, or CAIR. Members of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations were invited to testify today on this important anniver-
sary, an important opportunity that this Subcommittee offered so
that the organization could have its say about the serious allega-
tions concerning its funding, ideology, leadership, and foreign and
domestic networks. CAIR declined the Subcommittee’s invitation. It
will submit a statement for the record and I will ask unanimous
consent that that statement will be received.

I will reintroduce our witnesses when we call upon them to tes-
tify after opening statements by the ranking member, or allow the
Ranking Member or other members of the Committee to present
their statements when they would prefer to do so, and ask, as I
said, for unanimous consent for various matters at that time.

I think at this moment, what I will do is recess the Sub-
committee and suggest to you that in about 10 or 12 minutes we
should be able to resume and proceed with the conduct of the hear-
ing. I thank you all again for your indulgence.

[The Subcommittee stood adjourned from 11:40 a.m. to 11:54
a.m.]

Chairman KyYL. The Subcommittee will come back to order.

Let me begin by asking unanimous consent for certain state-
ments to be included in the record; first of all, a letter and testi-
mony of Mr. Nihad Awad, the Executive Director of CAIR; second,
the testimony of Matthew Levitt, a senior terrorism analyst at the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, and also a former FBI
analyst; also, for the record, some additional materials submitted
by the Muslim Public Affairs Council; and, finally, a statement by
Senator Leahy. Without objection, those items will be included in
the record.

[The prepared statement of Senator Kyl appears as a submission
for the record.]

Senator Feinstein.
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STATEMENT OF HON. DIANNE FEINSTEIN, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Senator FEINSTEIN. Thanks very much, Mr. Chairman, and to
our witnesses and the people in the audience, let me add my apolo-
gies to yours. What I was saying when I said hello to Mr. Hender-
son and Mr. Epstein is one of the things we learn here is that we
can’t control our schedules. It has taken me almost 10 years to
learn how to relax and just kind of go with the flow because there
is nothing you really can do about it. So our apologies.

Both Senator Kyl and I have held a number of hearings; either
he was the Chairman of the Subcommittee, as he is now, and I am
ranking, or vice versa. We have seen firsthand how ill-prepared our
Nation was for this kind of asymmetrical warfare. We had our visa
people in, I think, at our first hearing, where 15 hijackers received
visas,dand remember the testimony of the State Department in that
regard.

In our Intelligence Committee—and it has subsequently been re-
leased—we have learned a lot about two hijackers that could have
been picked up in Malaysia, but weren’t. We have learned enough
to connect the dots to know that 9/11 was no anomaly and that
there are thousands of other terrorists, just like the 19 hijackers,
poised to strike at the United States and at American interests.

The CIA Counterterrorism Center estimates that 70 to 120,000
people trained in Afghanistan terrorist training camps between
1979 and 2001. Between 15 to 20,000 are believed to have been
trained by Osama bin Laden. These people are now spread out all
over the world and many are in this country now. The number of
terrorist cells in this country is classified, so I can’t share this with
you, but if I did, you would be surprised. There is no question that
the danger is real. Unless we find out who the enemy is and stop
them before they strike, they will cause more suffering and death.

We have passed a number of pieces of legislation—the USA PA-
TRIOT that was aimed at solving some of the problems that led to
missed opportunities with 9/11; the absence of interoperability of
our databases, which was brought home both to Senator Kyl and
me in our hearings; as well as providing the law enforcement and
intelligence communities with strong investigative and prosecu-
torial powers.

The PATRIOT Act is controversial. Certain elements of it will
sunset after 5 years. It was drafted and negotiated quickly. Only
six weeks elapsed between proposal and passage, and it was passed
with the expectation that the executive branch would limit its new
powers to the intended purpose of fighting terrorism.

Secondly, we learned in this Subcommittee that security controls
for anthrax, smallpox virus, ebola, and 33 other deadly biological
agents were virtually non-existent, and where they were, they were
very lax. No one, not the FBI, nor the Centers for Disease Control,
knew how many people were working with these deadly agents in
our own country. They didn’t know how much they possessed or
where these dangerous agents were being used and stored. More-
over, labs conducted no background screenings of workers who han-
dled these dangerous agents.

As a result, Senator Kyl and I introduced legislation to heighten
security over and restrict possession of these pathogens. Ulti-
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mately, Congress incorporated many of these provisions into the
comprehensive bioterrorism bill passed in June of 2002.

Thirdly, Senator Kyl and I also coauthored the Enhanced Border
Security and Visa Entry Reform Act of 2002, which sought to plug
loopholes in our border security. It did many things, but a month
ago two Pakistani nationals at Seattle-Tacoma International Air-
port paid cash for one-way tickets to John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport. The customer agent at the desk checked a ter-
rorist-related no-fly list and found both men’s names on it. Local
police then detained the two men and handed them over to the
FBI.

The new border security law requires the Federal Government to
take concrete steps to restore integrity to the immigration and visa
process. The law also requires all foreign nationals to be
fingerprinted and, when appropriate, submit other biometric data
to the State Department when applying for a visa.

Finally, the border security law tightened two programs that
were unregulated and ripe for abuse—the visa waiver program and
the foreign student visa program. Additionally, the Government
has decided to take 5,000 Customs agents and put them aboard
commercial airliners, and the transit without visa program has
been suspended. Of the 200,000 people that have used that pro-
gram, it is my understanding that 2,000—their whereabouts are
unknown at the present time. In other words, when they landed in
a transit capacity somewhere in the United States, their ticket was
to take them to another country and they disappeared in our coun-
try.

We know that a terrorist could easily put a dirty bomb in a con-
tainer. “ABC Primetime” on Thursday night will have a segment
announcing that as a test, they shipped a suitcase with 15 pounds
of depleted uranium from Jakarta, to Singapore, to Hong Kong, to
mainland China, and then finally into the port of Los Angeles, all
without being detected. The suitcase was in a 20-foot container
filled with teak furniture.

To solve this problem, last March Senator Kyl and I introduced
the Antiterrorism and Port Security Act. My distinguished col-
league, Senator Schumer, who is here, is a cosponsor of this bill
and we are grateful for his support. I won’t go into the bill. I will
put the rest of my statement in the record, but I would like to just
make a couple of comments.

I have drawn some conclusions from connecting the dots. The
first is that you cannot walk both sides of the street in the war on
terror. The second is you can’t fund schools that teach hate, you
can’t fund clerics who preach hate, and you can’t support or give
money to causes that support the culture or the individuals in-
volved in terror.

I also have come to the conclusion—and this is just personal with
me—that jihad has taken a very ominous turn not only of killing
any infidel, but with the ultimate goal of creating a union of fanatic
Islamic states, ranging from the Philippines through Indonesia,
through the subcontinent of Asia, into the Middle East. So I think
we are going to be at this for a very long time indeed.

I am just delighted to also join you, Senator, in welcoming our
two witnesses today and look forward to their remarks.
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[The prepared statement of Senator Feinstein appears as a sub-
mission for the record.]

Chairman KyL. Thank you, Senator Feinstein, and I did note
that other witnesses had been invited, but had declined the invita-
tion to testify, witnesses from CAIR.

Ordinarily, the Chairman and Ranking Member would give their
opening statements and we would turn to the witness panel, but
there is one member of this panel who has been extraordinarily in-
volved in all of our efforts. We have cosponsored legislation to-
gether and he has made great contributions to our effort here, and
therefore I want to give Senator Schumer an opportunity also to
make an opening statement.

STATEMENT OF HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Senator SCHUMER. Thank you, Senator Kyl. First, I want to
thank you. I have so much to say here, I will cut it short and ask
unanimous consent that my statement be read into the record.

Chairman KyL. It will be, and I might note that I cut my state-
ment in half.

Senator SCHUMER. Second, I just want to thank you for your
great leadership on this issue. I think that, in fact, the three of us
here are probably the three Senators who have most cared about
the issue of the spreading Wahhabi danger in the world and Amer-
ica, the complicity or the—it is not even complicity—the explicit co-
operation of the Saudi regime with Wahhabi and the—

Chairman KYL. Excuse me. Could I also add Senator Specter to
that list? He would want to be noted as one of us on this.

Senator SCHUMER. Great. Let’s say the four of us—Senator Spec-
ter is on the floor—and anyone else who wants to be added to the
list. We need as much company as we can get in this fight. I thank
you for your leadership in having this hearing.

Before I begin my statement, I want to make one point crystal
clear, and it can’t be reiterated enough. Mainstream Islam is a
peaceful religion that deserves the respect of all Americans. My
family and I visited Spain just a month ago and we visited some
of the mosques and some of the architecture from the Moorish cul-
ture, and it is amazing what a beautiful, peaceful culture it is, with
the fountains and the tranquility and the place for contemplation.
When you think about how a small group has tried to hijack this
religion and make it into something that propagates terror and war
and hatred, it is really a shame.

Islam has a proud history. Many people who follow its beliefs
here in the United States are hard-working citizens. But unfortu-
nately, Mr. Chairman, there is mounting evidence that Saudi-spon-
sored groups are trying to hijack mainstream Islam here in the
United States and in the world and replace it with an extremist
form of Islam, referred to as Wahhabism.

Wahhabism is known throughout the Muslim world for its puri-
tanical and severe approach to the teachings of the Muslim prophet
Mohammed. It preaches violence against non-believers or infidels,
and those include not just Christians, Jews, Hindus, but also Mus-
lims who don’t adhere to the strict Wahhabi faith. It serves as the
religious basis for Osama bin Laden and Al-Qaeda.
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Experts agree that Saudi Arabia is the epicenter of Wahhabist
belief and its extreme teachings, and Saudi Arabia has made every
effort to export Wahhabism all over the world. But unfortunately
there is mounting evidence that Saudi-sponsored groups are doing
that here in the United States, as well, in mosques, in schools, and
even in prisons and the military, to sort of supplant, replace, and
elbow aside mainstream Islam and replace it with an extremist
form, Wahhabism.

As we will hear today, in the 1960’s and 1970’s the Saudi royal
family made a deal with the devil and offered to sponsor the teach-
ing of Wahhabist clerics in exchange for their support of the royal
family’s rule. Wahhabi teachings include examples of Allah cursing
Jews and Christians and turning some of them into apes and pigs,
and warnings that Muslims must consider non-Muslims or infidels
their enemy.

One of the terms of the dirty deal between the Saudi royal family
and its Wahhabi partners has been the export of Wahhabist beliefs
as part of Saudi foreign policy, and prominent members of the
Saudi royal family, including Prince Naif, Saudi Arabia’s Interior
Minister and anti-terror czar, have set up charities that funnel
money toward the Wahhabi madras schools throughout the Middle
East and Pakistan which teach and export the hate, making these
areas hotbeds of anti-American sentiment and extremism.

Now, just remember, the man in charge of fighting terror in
Saudi Arabia is a man who, number one, funds and exports
Wahhabism in the schools that preach hatred. He said about 9/11
that Zionists were responsible and that Saudi citizens could not
have been involved in the attack, even though we know that 15 of
the 19 were Saudi citizens.

After the bombing of Khobar Towers in 1998 that killed 19
Americans, Naif single-handedly prevented the trial of 13 Saudis
indicted for the crime. This is the man who is the Interior Minister.
This is not just, you know, some fellow on the street who might say
something. This is the Interior Minister of Saudi Arabia.

Even as I speak, he appears to be up to his old tricks, as reports
indicate that Saudi officials for months have denied American
agents access to a Saudi with knowledge of extensive plans to re-
lease poison gas into the New York City subway system.

It is well known among American fighters of terrorism that once
someone is in Saudi Arabia, particularly a Saudi citizen, you can-
not question them. Our law enforcement is blocked. That is the
government of Saudi Arabia, not some citizens who have gone
awry, the government of Saudi Arabia.

I wrote to Saudi Arabian Ambassador Prince Bandar in July call-
ing for Naif’s dismissal. Sadly, I was rudely dismissed. Earlier this
week, I wrote to Secretary Powell asking him to make Naif’s re-
moval part of U.S. policy toward Saudi Arabia, and I eagerly await
the Secretary’s response.

He is not the only one involved. There are indications, less direct
proof, that Prince Sultan, the Saudi Defense Minister, may also be
involved in activities similar to Naif’s, since he has said of charities
that send money abroad—now, it is said these are for humani-
tarian purposes, but in too many cases the humanitarian purposes
are a cloak for terrorism, and so we have to be careful here.
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The money we are talking about, Mr. Chairman, is not small po-
tatoes. Between 1975 and 1987, Saudi Arabia sent $48 billion over-
seas in development aid, second to the United States. And now
what makes this even more alarming, and no doubt contributed to
the events of 9/11, is the most disturbing news that the
Wahhabism—I believe if there was no Wahhabism and no Saudi
government, you could make a very good argument that 9/11
wouldn’t have happened. There might not even be an Al-Qaeda.

What is now even more disturbing is that this Wahhabism is
making inroads in the United States. Saudi Arabia boasts of di-
rectly supporting 18 mosques and schools across our country, in-
cluding the Islamic Centers in Washington and New York. If
Wahhabism is the state religion of Saudi Arabia and no other form
of Islam is tolerated there, when they fund mosques here what do
we think is going on?

Experts whom we heard from at the previous hearing suggest the
real number is higher, reaching into the hundreds, as intermediate
organizations like the Saudi-sponsored World Assembly of Muslim
Youth provide financial support to American mosques and schools.
In exchange, there is a demand that these mosques and schools tow
the Wahhabi line. Saudi textbooks, the ones that preach violence
against infidels, can be found in some of these schools.

And that is not all. Grass-roots political organizations that claim
to act as the official voice of the American Muslim community here
in Washington are also recipients of Saudi money.

You, Mr. Chairman, invited people from the most famous of these
groups, the Council on American-Islamic Relations. They have re-
portedly received financial support from Saudi organizations to
build their $3.5 million headquarters. They say that in 2001 they
released a survey saying that 69 percent of Muslims in America
say it is, quote, “absolutely fundamental or very important to have
Wahhabi teachings at their mosques.”

I don’t believe that survey. They don’t reflect the true feeling of
the American Muslim community. I am close to many of the Mus-
lim community in New York, so I can’t believe those statistics, but
it shows you what they want people to believe.

So we have a problem here, and to make matters worse the
prominent members of the council’s current leadership whom you,
Mr. Chairman, invited to the hearing today and who declined to
testify also have intimate connections with Hamas. That is another
terrorist group that has received funding from Saudi Arabia and
supports in many ways the tenets of Wahhabism. I would like them
to come here and explain. Maybe all of this is wrong, and we would
like to hear their side of the story, but they said, no, they won’t
come.

We have talked in previous hearings about how these Wahhabi
groups have been given almost exclusive rights to hire clerics in
the Federal Bureau of Prisons and in the U.S. military to select
imams. I think our last hearing has helped start a movement
against that happening. In the prisons in New York State where
this happened, Muslims who wanted to practice Sunni or Shiite
Muslim were not allowed to get their own preacher and some of
them were actually physically assaulted for not wanting to be part
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of Wahhabism. That is not pluralism, that is not the American
way. We should have people in the prisons doing that.

So, Mr. Chairman, we have an important road to go in these
hearings. I know this is not the final hearing. We are going to keep
doing it, and I salute you. We have to do more, and I hope Sec-
retary Powell and others will make it clear to the Saudi royal fam-
ily that if it does not end its awful deal with the extreme Wahhabi
clerics, it is going to end up ending its relationship with the United
States. I pray we all act before it is too late.

Chairman KyL. Thank you very much, Senator Schumer.

Senator Feinstein has another item.

Audience Participant. Mr. Chairman—

Chairman KYL. Excuse me. We will recess the hearing until the
police have restored order.

Audience Participant. I would like to know why the Judiciary
Committee doesn’t investigate the judges, why the judges that Sen-
ator Feinstein has appointed—

Chairman KyL. If you do not take your seat and resume silence,
then you will have to be removed from the room.

Audience Participant. Mr. Chairman, my question is why don’t
you investigate the judges in this country, the corruption, and all
around the world the Jewish mafia.

Senator FEINSTEIN. Mr. Chairman?

Chairman KYL. Senator Feinstein.

Senator FEINSTEIN. I would ask unanimous consent to put a
statement in the record submitted by the American-Arab Anti-Dis-
crimination Committee, which has some concerns about the written
testimony.

Chairman KyL. Without objection.

Senator FEINSTEIN. I would also like to state that we invited
former Senator and Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Wyche Fowler, to
testify. He couldn’t make it, given the short notice, but I know you
would join me in requesting that he submit any testimony for the
record he deems appropriate.

Chairman KyL. Absolutely. Thank you.

Senator FEINSTEIN. And may I ask that we hold the record open
for one week so we could receive additional testimony?

Chairman KyL. Without objection.

Well, let us get to our panel. We do have two prominent wit-
nesses on our panel. Let me reintroduce them.

Simon Henderson lives in London and he gets the prize for trav-
eling the farthest distance today. I don’t know what that is, but
welcome, Mr. Henderson. He is an analyst of Saudi Arabia, oper-
ating through his consultancy, Saudi Strategies. Mr. Henderson is
a former veteran journalist with the London Financial Times. He
covered Tehran, the 1978 Iranian revolution, and the 1979 U.S.
hostage crisis. In 1978, he was a correspondent for the BBC, in
Pakistan, and also covered Afghanistan.

Mr. Henderson has written a biography of Saddam Hussein, In-
stant Empire: Saddam Hussein’s Ambition for Iraq. He also has
written a widely-praised study of the Saudi royal family, After
King Fahd: Succession in Saudi Arabia. He remains an associate
of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, and he has re-
cently completed a 3-year term as a member of what we here would
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call a prestigious think tank, the Council of Chatham House, the
Royal Institute of International Affairs. He also served on the exec-
utive Committee and the finance Committee of that organization.

Mr. Matthew Epstein is the Assistant Director of Research for
The Investigative Project, a counterterrorism research center with
one of the largest non-governmental archives on militant Islamic
activity. Mr. Epstein is an attorney and an expert on the sources
and methods of terrorist financing, including Al-Qaeda, Hamas,
and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. He frequently serves as a ter-
rorism expert for Fox News. Mr. Epstein last testified in March of
2003 before the House Committee on Financial Services’ Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations on Saudi financial
sponsorship of Al-Qaeda via U.S. banks, corporations, and char-
ities.

Thank you, gentlemen, for being with us.

Mr. Henderson.

STATEMENT OF SIMON HENDERSON, SAUDI STRATEGIES,
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

Mr. HENDERSON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, distinguished mem-
bers of the Subcommittee.

The United States and other Western countries have usually
looked to Saudi Arabia in terms of its role as an oil supplier. It has
the largest oil reserves in the world and is the largest oil exporter
in the world. Oil also gives the government of Saudi Arabia incred-
ible wealth. This is important, but it is only half the story. Saudi
Arabia is also a leader of the Muslim world, perhaps the leader, be-
cause of the fact that the pilgrimage cities of Mecca and Medina
lie within its borders.

Saudi Arabia’s interests in the Islamic world contradict, to my
mind, its long relationship with the United States. In order to
maintain its leadership in the Islamic world, Saudi Arabia sends
aid and builds mosques that spread its Wahhabi variant of Islam
around the world. The money involved amounts to billions of dol-
lars each year.

Some of this money goes via official Saudi channels, some goes
via what are claimed to be non-official channels, and some goes via
Islamic charities linked to the Saudi government. Each of these has
in the past been linked to Al-Qaeda and Islamic terrorism.

In my written testimony, I describe the system. It stretches from
pan-Islamic organizations such as the Islamic Development Bank,
which Saudi Arabia effectively controls, to Saudi embassies across
the world. Other organizations set up by the Saudi government in-
clude the Muslim World League and the World Association of Mus-
lim Youth, and there are also charities such as the International
Islamic Relief Organization and Al-Haramain which receive money
from individuals, as well as the Saudi government, supposedly for
good works.

Coincidentally, the Wall Street Journal this morning has a long
investigative piece on page 1, column 1, about these activities tell-
ing the story of a Saudi diplomat in Berlin with links to 9/11 who
has since returned home. The Saudi government denies the activi-
ties of this diplomat. The Wall Street Journal sought comment and
was instead called by a PR consultant for the Saudis working here
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in Washington. Who knows? The man or one of his colleagues
might be here today, as well.

His comments, carried by the Wall Street Journal, were given on
condition that neither the individual nor the company he worked
for were identified. This type of denial is frankly unbelievable. The
chief spokesman of Saudi Arabia—the chief denier, to my mind—
is Adel al-Jubeir. I attached to the end of my testimony the tran-
script of an interview he gave to the BBC in mid-August.

You might be interested to know, sir, that in this transcript he
refers to the charges against Saudi Arabia as “a lot of these is try-
ing to connect the dots that don’t exist.” He had anticipated the
name you gave to this hearing today.

What is significant, to my mind, about the interview is that he
even denies that six recently released British expatriates held on
fabricated charges of causing explosions were tortured. I know they
were tortured. British officials told me a long time ago that they
had been tortured. The British officials also told me the bomb ex-
plosions for which these men had been charged were caused by Al-
Qaeda or Al-Qaeda sympathizers in Saudi Arabia.

Adel al-Jubeir doesn’t try in this interview to try to spin his way
out of this problem, but instead just issues a blanket denial, saying
the men were really guilty and were simply pardoned. Mr. al-
Jubeir’s comments on these issues are, to my mind, unbelievable.
He is either ignorant or telling lies. This fatally flaws the protesta-
tions of innocence on the other charges he is asked about—Saudi
cooperation with the U.S. and Saudi funding of terrorism.

While Al-Qaeda also represents a threat to the Saudi royal fam-
ily, the Saudi government prefers to use compromise and co-option
to confrontation in dealing with this threat. This has the effect,
perhaps even the intention, of redirecting Islamic terrorism against
the United States and other countries.

The links between the Saudi government and charities and ter-
ror groups were known as long ago as 1996, according to a CIA-
produced intelligence document which the Wall Street Journal in
another report on May 9 this year referred to. I have also person-
ally written about being told by British officials that Osama bin
Laden was being paid off by senior Saudi princes from 1995 or
1996 until indeed after 9/11.

In recent days in London, from where I flew for this hearing, the
top police official has recently warned of the high likelihood of sui-
cide bombers, and rescue squads have trained to evacuate an un-
derground train—what you would call a metro—that might have
been attacked with biological or chemical weapons.

As the example of Richard Reed, the shoe bomber, the British
convert to Islam now in a U.S. prison, shows, Al-Qaeda can plan
single attacks as well as the multiple attacks of 9/11. Richard Reed
was also a mercifully failed example of the shared threat that the
U.S., Britain, and other democratic countries face. But none of us
can afford to lower our guard, nor be blind to continued links be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Islamic terrorism.

Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Henderson appears as a submis-
sion for the record.]

Chairman KyYL. Thank you, Mr. Henderson.
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Mr. Epstein.

STATEMENT OF MATTHEW EPSTEIN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR,
THE INVESTIGATIVE PROJECT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mr. EPSTEIN. Mr. Chairman, Senator Feinstein, Senator Schu-
mer, I would like to thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Nearly 2 years to the day from the horrifying attacks of Sep-
tember 11, we must take a closer look at the organizations that
claim to speak for the Muslim community in America and how they
reached such positions of influence. Despite administration out-
reach, large sections of the institutional Islamic leadership in
America do not support U.S. counterterrorism policy, denouncing
virtually every terrorism indictment, detention, deportation, and
investigation as politically or religiously motivated attacks on
Islam.

To give two quick examples, just recently a man named Abdul
Halim Alashkar, who has been identified as a senior Hamas activ-
ist in the United States and is currently in detention for refusing
to cooperate with a grand jury investigation into Hamas, has been
put into custody, and this is the second time he has been put into
custody. A press release by CAIR has described the investigation
and detention of Alashkar, the first time in 1998, as “politically-
motivated investigation prompted by and in the service of a foreign
government.”

As a second example, there was a man arrested in south Florida,
Sami al-Arian, who was identified as a senior Palestinian Islamic
Jihad leader in the United States. A quote from the CAIR board
chairman, Omar Ahmed, in response to the arrest: “We are con-
cerned that the government would bring charges after investigating
an individual for many years without offering any evidence of
criminal activity. This action could leave the impression that al-
Arian’s arrest is based on political considerations, not legitimate
national security concerns.” I would like to note there was a 122-
page indictment for Sami al-Arian detailing the evidence against
his activities.

To be clear, I would like to state that militant Islamic fundamen-
talism is not synonymous with Islam the religion. The over-
whelming majority of the world’s more than 1 billion Muslims do
not support violence or militancy. The radicalization of the Islamic
political leadership in the United States has developed parallel to
the radicalization of the Islamic leadership worldwide. This leader-
ship promotes a conspiratorial view that Muslims in the United
States are being persecuted on the basis of their religion and polit-
ical beliefs and an acceptance that violence in the name of Islam
is justified.

While such leaders protest that they have condemned terrorism,
and they have in the abstract, they refuse to specifically condemn
Islamist terrorist groups and leaders by name or acknowledge re-
sponsibility for their acts of terror.

On that brief note, regarding the submission of the American-
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, I would like to note that in
my testimony I point out that one of their spokesmen, a man
named Hussein Ibish, as I quoted in my testimony, stated during
an interview with Geraldo Rivera—Geraldo asked, “How do you
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stand in Hizbollah and Hamas? Do you condemn them?” His re-
sponse was, “It is not up to me to condemn people.” Geraldo re-
plies, “But I want to know. How do you feel about them?” And the
response is, “No. I think Hizbollah fought a very good war against
the Israelis.” Noticeably absent is any sort of condemnation against
Hizbollah.

In response to my quoting of Mr. Ibish, the ADC has put out a
statement saying “Although Mr. Epstein disingenuously frames the
quotation he cites from Ibish’s interview with Geraldo in terms of
killing 241 Americans, the subject was, in fact, never raised in that
broadcast.” Noticeably absent from the ADC’s press release is a
condemnation of Hizbollah.

Although the high visibility of such individuals and organizations
suggests broad leadership and significant followings in the United
States, by many accounts they draw support from far fewer Amer-
ican Muslims than they claim fall under their leadership.

Unfortunately, however, militant Islamists command a dispropor-
tionate share of media and political attention in the United States
as a result of substantial funding received from wealthy Persian
Gulf benefactors, led by Saudi Arabia and their Wahhabi brand of
Islam.

With deep pocketbooks and religious conviction, the Saudi
Wahhabists have bankrolled a series of Islamic institutions in the
United States that actively seek to undermine U.S.
counterterrorism policy at home and abroad. In the United States,
the Saudi Wahhabis regularly subsidize the organizations and indi-
viduals adhering to military ideology espoused by the Muslim
Brotherhood and its murderous offshoots Hamas, the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, and Al-Qaeda, all designated terrorist organizations.

As my colleague Matthew Levitt pointed out in his testimony
which was submitted for the record, several of these U.S.-based or-
ganizations have recently been shuttered and many of their leaders
indicted, including the Holy Land Foundation, Benevolence Inter-
national Foundation, and the Islamic Concern Project run by Sami
al-Arian.

Saudi largess has similarly been bestowed upon the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, or CAIR, a U.S.-based organization
purporting to promote a positive image of Islam and Muslims in
America and empower the Muslim community in America.

However, in supporting claims of religious discrimination, CAIR
and its leadership has managed to disguise its true agenda of sup-
porting militant Islam and protecting the operations of radical
groups supporting terrorism.

A careful review reveals that CAIR was a creation of the Hamas
group in the United States. CAIR leaders have been heard express-
ing their support for Hamas both in public and on FBI surveillance
taps. On that note, I would like to point out that in 1993 the FBI
surveiled Hamas meetings in the United States.

Quoting one of the leaders from the tapes, as the FBI notes,
Omar Ahmed, who is one of the heads of CAIR, stated at that
meeting that was recorded by the FBI, “We, the Islamic Association
of Palestine, cannot as an American organization say we represent
Samah,” which is Hamas backwards. “Can we go to Congressmen
and tell them I am Omar Yayha, Chairman of the union, Islamic
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Association of Palestine. Yasser Arafat does not represent me, but
Ahmed Yasin does?” That is Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the head of
Hamas, in his own words.

CAIR officers and employees have been recently indicted on ter-
rorism-related charges across the country. CAIR routinely ques-
tions the motives behind U.S. counterterrorism policy and law en-
forcement, as pointed out earlier. CAIR has received hundreds of
thousands of dollars from Saudi individuals and organizations, in-
cluding the World Assembly of Muslim Youth; Prince Alwaleed bin
Talal; the International Islamic Relief Organization, which was
based in the United States, a Saudi organization; and the Islamic
Development Bank.

Several other U.S.-based organizations also share CAIR’s mili-
tant ideology and Persian Gulf support. Organizations such as the
Islamic Society of North America, the American Muslim Council,
the International Institute of Islamic Thought, and Mercy Inter-
national share overlapping agendas and financial sponsors.

The rise of militant Islamic leadership in the United States re-
quires particular attention if we are to succeed in the war on ter-
ror. While the attacks of September 11 were executed by Al-Qaeda,
it is the bastians of militant Islam that provide the recruits for to-
morrow’s Mohammed Attas and political cover to conceal their op-
erations.

In this battle, we must distinguish between the militant Islamic
leaders and the vast majority of Muslims in the United States and
around the world who do not support their violent agenda. In pre-
venting future attacks on American soil, we must actively drain the
pools from which Islamist terrorist organizations recruit and con-
front the financial sponsors that create them.

Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Epstein appears as a submission
for the record.]

Chairman KYL. Thank you, Mr. Epstein, for that testimony.

Let me begin by asking each of you a couple of questions and
then we will proceed in turn.

Senator Durbin, if you would like to make any kind of comments
i?l connection with your questions, feel free to take the time to do
that.

Let me ask you, Mr. Henderson, since you have a great deal of
expertise with respect to Saudi Arabia—and reference has been
made to the walking of both sides of the street, in effect, by leaders
of Saudi Arabia—how would you describe the tensions in the royal
family which hamper cooperation between the Saudi government
and the United States?

Mr. HENDERSON. Sir, my understanding of that is that the prin-
cipal obstacle these days is Prince Naif, the man whom your col-
league referred to in his comments. Prince Naif is the Interior Min-
ister. He is the chief antiterrorism man. He is in charge of security.
He is a full brother of King Fahd. He is an immensely powerful
man.

Immediately after 9/11, I understand, or I have learned that the
Saudi Arabian monetary agency was prepared to hand over to the
United States authorities financial information about Saudi indi-
viduals, but Naif stopped that. Naif is also, I suspect, also an ob-
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stacle to the agreement which was recently announced about a
joint task force whereby FBI and other U.S. Federal agents would
be able to be in Riyadh to investigate what was going on there
anlllongst information seized during recent raids against Al-Qaeda
cells.

The trouble with that agreement is that I understand it was
based on a telephone conversation between President Bush and
Crown Prince Abdullah—because of Kind Fahd’s ill health, the de
facto leader of Saudi Arabia. Frankly, that agreement isn’t worth
anything unless Prince Naif signs into it. The past record would be
that he will sign into it slowly and partially, at best.

The background to that is that Prince Naif, along with some of
his other full brothers, don’t want Crown Prince Abdullah to be-
come king and are prepared to be obstacles against him becoming
king. So such power games within Saudi Arabia actually handicap
U.S.-Saudi investigations of terrorism.

Chairman KyL. Can you also provide us with information about
the kind of compromises that the Saudi royal family has made with
Al-Qaeda, if, in fact, such compromises have been made?

Mr. HENDERSON. I was at first astonished when I learned that
compromises had been made. I think the first report that I saw
was in U.S. News and World Report here in this country, which re-
ferred to payoffs by senior Saudi princes to Osama bin Laden fol-
lowing the 1995 bombing in Riyadh of a Saudi national guard facil-
ity in which several American advisors were killed.

I followed that story up in London with British officials and they
confirmed it to me. They confirmed the identify of the senior Saudi
princes involved, and it was pact with the devil that the Saudis
had decided that they would pay off bin Laden so that he caused
trouble elsewhere. The elsewhere was Tanzania, Kenya, the USS
Cole, and finally 9/11, New York City and Washington.

Chairman KYL. Mr. Epstein, the Saudi groups that you identified
frequently say that they are anti-terrorist. You acknowledge that
point. Do you know how CAIR and other groups that you discussed,
like the AMC and ISNA, reacted to the freezing of the Islamic char-
ities here in the United States, like Holy Land Foundation, Benevo-
lence International, and Global Relief?

Mr. EPSTEIN. Without exception, the organizations that you have
named have never applauded a single freezing of assets, including
Holy Land Foundation, Benevolence International, or Global Relief,
or afforded any form of legitimacy on the government action sub-
(s:itantiating what the government has put forth as significant evi-

ence.

For example, CAIR Director Nihad Awad, speaking at an event
at Johns Hopkins recently, spoke about a charity that was shut
down, Benevolence International. The government had put forth
thousands of pages of evidence demonstrating how Benevolence
International was an Al-Qaeda front.

Nihad Awad—his exact statement is in my testimony—likened it
to the American Red Cross, that you can’t expect that every organi-
zation will know where every dollar goes, and so on and so forth.
But we have never seen support from these organizations saying,
yes, this organization supports terrorism; it supports Islamic ter-
rorism, Al-Qaeda, Hamas, Hizbollah, Islamic Jihad. We either see
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silence or forms of questioning saying, you know, it is suspicious,
politically-motivated attacks.

Chairman KyL. Thank you.

Senator Feinstein.

Senator FEINSTEIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

One question for Mr. Henderson and one for you, Mr. Epstein.
While Al-Qaeda leaders had access to operatives from more than 80
nationalities in recruiting the 9/11 hijackers, they chose to recruit
15 Saudis. Yesterday, a New York Times story offered one expla-
nation and that paper reported that, according to a Saudi official,
Osama bin Laden told a top Al-Qaeda operative to recruit Saudis
for 9/11 in an effort to further strain relations between the United
States and the kingdom. The Saudi official says he obtained this
information from U.S. intelligence sources.

Under this theory, Osama bin Laden shrewdly sought to weaken
the Saudi-American alliance by deliberately choosing Saudis to be
the foot soldiers of a hijacking operation, even though their teams
were led by an Egyptian, Mohammed Atta, and other key leaders
were from Lebanon and the United Arab Emirates.

What do you think of this theory?

Mr. HENDERSON. I think it is just that; I think it is a theory
rather than fact. I read the story in the New York Times yesterday.
As a journalist, I was frankly incredulous that the Saudi official
was not identified in any way, whether he was senior, junior, resi-
dent or non-resident.

I frankly believe the explanation which was given later in the
story that the principal reason that Saudis were chosen by Osama
bin Laden was that it was easier for Saudis to get visas to the
United States. This is a subject which you are already familiar
with, I know, and there have been accounts in the media of people
who weren’t able to get visas to the United States, so didn’t have
the opportunity of learning to fly and kill themselves.

I think a second reason was that Osama bin Laden felt more con-
fident with other Saudis. Al-Qaeda is essentially a Saudi and Egyp-
tian organization, but led by Osama bin Laden, and I find it more
credible that he went for Saudis because he could understand
Saudis better than other nationalities.

Senator FEINSTEIN. Thank you. Now, both you and Senator Schu-
mer have spoken about the Interior Minister for Saudi Arabia, and
there is a lot of open-source information about him, as you know.
The belief is that he is the person that prevented the trial of the
13 Saudis indicted for killing 19 Americans in the Khobar Towers
bombing. He has refused to turn them over to the United States.

He is also the person last November who told a Saudi newspaper
that Zionists were responsible for the 9/11 attacks, which to me
seems to be a very irresponsible statement. I gather when the
former Director of the FBI went to Saudi Arabia, according to re-
cent articles, he wouldn’t meet with him, but had a very low-level
individual meet with him on the Khobar Towers bombing.

I am puzzled as to why the Saudi government would keep him
Interior Minister with the record that has been popping all over a
lot of open-source documents and, to the best of my knowledge,
have never really been refuted.
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Mr. HENDERSON. It is a good question, and some of the informa-
tion in the public record about Prince Naif is there because I wrote
it. Prince Naif was also the character who was responsible for ar-
resting the six British expatriates to which I referred in my testi-
mony to charging them on false charges that they had caused bomb
explosions, and it was his men who tortured these people. Prince
Naif was also the person who delayed any diplomatic deal on these
men so that they could be released. He is an awkward character.

It is not, though, within the power of Crown Prince Abdullah to
get rid of Prince Naif. Prince Naif is one of the most important and
strong people in Saudi Arabia. The usual nomenclature for the
Saudi elite is that King Fahd is number one. Unfortunately, he is
in bad health, so it is not a really accurate reflection of his current
power. Number two is Crown Prince Abdullah. Number three is
Prince Sultan, the Defense Minister, and indeed the father of
Prince Bandar, the ambassador here. And number four is Prince
Naif.

Prince Naif controls not only the police, but also the coast guard,
the customs officials, the security officials at the airport. He also
controls the mutawah, the religious police. He has been Interior
Minister for many, many years. He is just too powerful. He cannot
be gotten rid of.

Senator FEINSTEIN. Well, I think that is very interesting because
I don’t know how you can have a credible interior minister and
have him be allied with a country when they are making claims as
he made about the 9/11 incident.

Mr. Epstein, I would like to ask you about a man, Yassin Qadi,
Q-a-d-i. He is a Saudi citizen who was named a specially des-
ignated global terrorist by the Secretary of the Treasury on October
12, 2001. He was also a trustee of a charity called Mufawa.

According to a government statement, accompanying the designa-
tion, Mufawa—and I am quoting—“is an Al-Qaeda front that re-
ceives funding from wealthy Saudi businessmen. Blessed Relief is
the English translation. Saudi businessmen have been transferring
millions of dollars to bin Laden through Blessed Relief,” end quote.

Then, according to a New York Times article on October 13,
2001, this same gentleman was said to be a major investor and di-
rector of Global Diamond Resources, a diamond exploration com-
pany based in San Diego. Last September, Valentin Roschacher,
the Attorney General of Switzerland, was reported as saying that
the consensus of officials in all major banking states was that Al-
Qaeda had protected most of its assets by shifting from cash to dia-
monds and gold before the September 11 attacks. Roschacher said
that this enabled them to still have enough money to carry out
other attacks.

Can you provide any insight into this, whether that has credi-
bility that assets were transferred, anything about Mr. Qadi that
might be useful?

Mr. EPSTEIN. I can tell you that Mr. Qadi by many accounts has
substantial business and financial holdings in the United States—
the diamond company in San Diego, as you mentioned. A little
under a year ago, there was a software company in Boston named
PTech that was raided by JTTD because Qadi was a major inves-
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tor. That was a software company selling software to the U.S. Gov-
ernment.

Most recently, there was a bank in New Jersey called BMI which
in government documents shows that Qadi was one of the fin-
anciers of this entity. There is actually a hearing tomorrow here in
Virginia for the former president of BMI. His name is Soliman
Biheiri. He has been indicted most recently, and in the affidavit to
the indictment it explains how they are looking at Qadi and BMI
as a major source of funding for Al-Qaeda and Hamas.

One of the most disturbing elements along the lines of these
hearings today is in other government documents we have seen
that one of the biggest funders for BMI which is currently under
investigation by these documents is the International Islamic Relief
Organization, the Saudi charity based here in Virginia. We have
also seen that large amounts of money, to the order of at least
$400,000 for the International Islamic Relief Organization, came
through the Saudi embassy.

This was an investigation that was started by the FBI in 1997
and continues today. IIRO’s offices were raided originally in 1997
and most recently again in March of 2002, and they are currently
involved in an Al-Qaeda and Hamas investigation here in the
United States.

On the issue of diamonds, Douglas Farah, a Washington Post re-
port, has an outcoming book on the use of diamonds by Al-Qaeda,
also, and we have seen a lot of evidence that it is the international
diamond trade that has allowed Al-Qaeda to reconstitute their fi-
nancial operations.

So although I have not seen any specific information on this com-
pany in San Diego connecting them in any way to terrorism financ-
ing, except for the fact that Qadi, a designated financier, was one
of their investors and owners, I haven’t seen that they were in-
volved in that trade or Al-Qaeda financing.

Senator FEINSTEIN. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KyL. Senator Schumer.

Senator SCHUMER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to thank
both of our witnesses for their testimony. I have some specific ques-
tions. The first is to Mr. Henderson.

In your testimony, you point out that the Islamic Development
Bank has given large sums of money to CAIR, which we know has
ties to terrorism. You also say that the IDB even funded the Al-
Noor school in my home borough of Brooklyn, where students were
interviewed after 9/11 and expressed their support for the fighters
of Islam and said they wanted to follow in their footsteps.

Is the IDB still supporting the Al-Noor school, and do you have
any more information on its activities and support for Wahhabism
or terrorism?

Mr. HENDERSON. Sir, the information that I put in my testimony
regarding the school in New York City was by virtue of reading the
New York Times. The IDB is a body which is headquartered in
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia has the largest shareholding in it.
There are, I believe, 54 Islamic nations which are all shareholders
of it. The Saudi share-holding is 27.33 percent. The next largest
share-holding, I believe, is just over 10 percent. Most of the share-
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holdings, therefore, are of trivial amounts of 1 percent and less. It
is essentially a Saudi-controlled organization.

I think the attitude of many of the countries which are member
states of the Islamic Development Bank is that this is a convenient
way of being given aid from Saudi Arabia. Kazahkstan has recently
played host to an IDB meeting and its president referred to a loan
they had just received from the IDB. I suspect Kazahkstan would
make sure that there is no Wahhabi conditioning to such a loan.
I am less certain that smaller countries with less strong leaders
can make the same sort of conditioning.

Senator SCHUMER. How about the school?

Mr. HENDERSON. I have no knowledge whether there is more
money going into the school or any other schools, but I will look
into it.

Senator SCHUMER. Next question for both Mr. Henderson and
Mr. Epstein: There was a report, in fact, on NBC’s “Today Show”
just this morning about a gentleman named Gerald Posner, who
has written a book about September 11 called Why America Slept.
Mr. Posner says that Prince Turki al-Faisal, the Saudi Ambassador
to Britain, has given up to $2 billion to Osama bin Laden to keep
him in Afghanistan and from coming to Saudi Arabia. Posner also
indicated that a high-level Al-Qaeda operative recently interviewed
by American agents named several high-level Saudi officials, not
citizens, officials, as supporters of Al-Qaeda.

What can you tell us about Prince Turki al-Faisal, his support
for bin Laden and Al-Qaeda, and do you have any knowledge of
others whom the high-level Al-Qaeda operative might be referring
to in terms of other high-level Saudi officials?

Mr. HENDERSON. Sir, I have seen the report about Mr. Posner’s
book. I haven’t seen the book itself. I rely on what I read about it
in Time magazine.

Turki al-Faisal, currently the ambassador in Britain, was pre-
viously, until ten days before 9/11, the Saudi intelligence chief, that
is the head of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Saudi Arabia. He
was summarily sacked at the end of August 2001. There are var-
ious theories on why he was sacked. There is no clear information
on why he was sacked.

It has always been my working assumption that as a liaison, as
Prince Turki was, between Saudi Arabia and the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, his relations with Osama bin Laden were close, even
though the Saudis didn’t like Osama bin Laden. I have always as-
sumed that a money flow was an element of that relationship. I am
told by foreign intelligence officials that that is the primary func-
tion of the Saudi Foreign Intelligence Service, to pay off problems.
Prince Turki al-Faisal, who incidentally is a brother of the Saudi
Foreign Minister, Saud al-Faisal, denies these allegations.

On the question of other officials, I am aware of the three princes
whom Mr. Posner mentions. They inconveniently for anybody fol-
lowing this up, all happen to be dead. I had not previously heard
their names in relation to any payoffs of bin Laden or of Al-Qaeda.
The names that I had heard were more senior. None of these three
officials, to my understanding, had an official government job.

Senator FEINSTEIN. Is he talking about the three that were
killed.
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Mr. HENDERSON. Yes.

Senator SCHUMER. That were killed?

Mr. HENDERSON. No, no, no, the three which are dead.

Senator FEINSTEIN. They are dead. Excuse me.

Mr. HENDERSON. To the best of my knowledge, the way it was
reported one died of a heart attack. The second one died when he
was driving to the funeral of the first because he was driving too
fast. Both of those stories I find credible. The third story is the
prince died of thirst in the desert. In the Saudi press agency ac-
count of it—

Senator SCHUMER. Put out there with no water, that might have
happened.

Mr. HENDERSON. No explanation was given, but when you are
dealing with Saudi Arabia, lack of explanation doesn’t necessarily
mean mystery. It just might mean that they can’t be bothered to
give you more information.

Senator SCHUMER. Who are the higher-level officials you referred
to?

Mr. HENDERSON. Well, I understand you are probably protected
as a Senator by all sorts of privilege. I as an individual based in
London am not protected by privilege, and since I don’t have docu-
mentary evidence against these officials, I would prefer not to men-
tion it in public. For your own purposes, I am prepared to tell you
afterwards, sir.

Senator SCHUMER. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KyL. I might say that when I pre-interviewed Mr.
Henderson, he was perfectly willing to share the information. I con-
fess that I wasn’t familiar enough with our own libel laws to know
whether witnesses would be protected from libel in that cir-
cumstance, and therefore perhaps it was better that the names not
be mentioned publicly.

Senator SCHUMER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KyL. Senator Durbin.

Senator DURBIN. Senator Kyl, first, thank you for inviting me. I
am not a formally a member of your Subcommittee, but you were
kind enough to invite me to attend.

Chairman KYL. And I might say that one reason for that is the
great interest that you had expressed in this subject in previous
situations. Of course, you are always welcome.

Senator DURBIN. Allow me to commend you, as well, for broach-
ing a subject which is controversial involving the Saudis and ter-
rorism.

I would like to also commend Mr. Epstein because I heard his
remarks. I am sorry, Mr. Henderson, I wasn’t here for your own.

Mr. Epstein, I think you made a very important comment that
I hope is shared by all who follow this record that President Bush
is right. Our war on terrorism is not a war against Islam. I don’t
want to mischaracterize your position, but I believe you have said
that the majority of people who follow this religion are peace-loving
people, and I think it is important for us to keep that front and
center in this conversation.

There are others who have said things which I think are inflam-
matory, and I think they don’t really serve our cause here. We need
to focus on those who are responsible for the terrorism, regardless
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of their religious belief. But it is a very serious mistake for us to
generalize about people who are of the Islamic faith, and thank you
for that comment.

You did say in your statement, though—in your written state-
ment, you said “The radicalization of the Islamic political leader-
ship in the United States has developed parallel to the
radicalization of Islamic leadership worldwide. The institutional
Muslim leadership in the U.S. mirroring the rise of militant Islam
has grown increasingly anti-Western and anti-U.S.”

I would hope that if there is a future hearing involving this, Mr.
Chairman, that other than the CAIR organization, which appar-
ently from what I have read is unusual in its extreme rhetoric and
its association with groups that are suspect, there are many main-
stream groups of Muslim Americans who fully support this war
against terrorism and I would hope that they would be invited to
speak to their heart-felt beliefs about this effort so that our charac-
terization is fair across the board.

Mr. EpSTEIN. I think that would be an important hearing, too. I
agree.

Senator DURBIN. Thank you very much.

I am going to ask each of you if you have read the Vanity Fair
piece that recently was published relative to allowing Saudis, in-
cluding members of the bin Laden family, to leave the United
States at a time when virtually all air flights had been shut down
after September 11, 2001.

Are either of you familiar with that piece, and could you com-
ment, Mr. Henderson or Mr. Epstein, on that? I don’t know if you
have any personal knowledge as to whether it occurred. It appears
that we can’t find anyone to verify within our Government that
permission was given, though there are eyewitnesses to these
planes being loaded with Saudi nationals and members of the bin
Laden family and allowed to leave without any investigation or in-
terrogation.

Are either of you familiar with this episode?

Mr. HENDERSON. I am familiar with the Vanity Fair piece, which
I read with great interest. I was aware that Saudis were leaving
the United States and I tackled a friend who is an official in the
administration on how this was able to happen. He said on actually
leaving the United States, if you want to leave the United States,
it is easy enough to leave the United States, but he shrugged with
a mixture of, I think, less ignorance but more desperation that
these planes were able to fly around the United States, picking up
people, and then fly out of the United States.

I am personally shocked and horrified that there appears to be
no—I am not even sure the people who know or should know have
a list of who was on those planes, and there was no attempt made
as far as I can make out to ask the relatives of Osama bin Laden
“when did you last hear from your brother, cousin, or whoever it
was?”

Senator DURBIN. This article also went into Prince Bandar’s rela-
tionship with our Government and the relationship of the Carlyle
Group, which as I understand it represents the Saudi government
on Capitol Hill.
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Can either of you comment on the Carlyle Group and what role
they have played involving Saudi relations with our Government in
light of our concern about terrorism?

Mr. HENDERSON. I think you might be confused between Carlyle
and Corvis. Carlyle is an investment group to which the bin
Ladens were investors before—after 9/11, Carlyle got rid of its bin
Laden investment.

Senator DURBIN. No. The Carlyle Group is a firm which involves
many highly-elected former officials of our Government who are
now representing, as I understand it, the Saudis in many instances
involving issues.

Mr. HENDERSON. I didn’t realize they were representing—

Senator DURBIN. Are you familiar with this, Mr. Epstein?

Mr. EPSTEIN. I have seen reports. I am not intimately familiar
with the Carlyle Group and its activities. I think in recent reports
I saw, they were also—one troubling thing I read was the involve-
ment of the bin Mafoos family. I think that what we have seen and
it is hard to distinguish between is several months ago a letter
came out called the Golden Chain, which was a list of Al-Qaeda’s
original financiers. On there was a list of names, such as bin
Mafoos and al-Raghi and Kamel, the largest Saudi families.

It is also those names that have substantial investments and
holdings in the United States, and particularly in companies that
are connected with our Government in one way or another, indi-
rectly or directly. So the question is where is it known that ter-
rorism financing is taking place? Is it Halid bin Mafoos, the head
of the family, who is controlling investments, or is it someone down
the chain? How did the name end up on the Golden Chain letter
and other instances of terrorism financing?

Senator DURBIN. I won’t take any more time of the Subcommittee
other than to say, as I look into this, as the Subcommittee looks
into this, what a strange relationship we have with Saudi Arabia.
Our dependence on their oil has led us to, I think, reach conclu-
sions in relation to this Nation we wouldn’t reach in relation to any
other nation when you look at the fact that 2 years ago, so many
Saudis were involved in this attack of 9/11.

It is also amazing to me the political power of the Saudis on Cap-
itol Hill. It is overwhelming in terms of their allies and what they
are able to accomplish. I think many times our Government has
greeted suspicious conduct by the Saudis with a wink and a nod
because of our oil dependence and their strong political connections
on Capitol Hill, and I think that is an element which we cannot
ignore if we are truly seeking to get to the root causes of terrorism.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman KYL. I would like to comment directly on what Senator
Durbin just said because it is a very profound statement, I think,
and important for us to take into account as we continue our exam-
ination and as our Government continues to determine how it pro-
ceeds in dealing with Saudi Arabia. Relations with important for-
eign countries are frequently very complex. They frequently involve
a mix of help and hindrance, and certainly the Saudi relationship
is Exhibit A in that regard.

We have problems in dealing with powerful countries. Our old
nemesis, Russia, which has been very helpful to us in certain re-
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spects, continues to be somewhat problematic in other respects. But
in many ways, the relationship we have now with Saudi Arabia is
the most perplexing of all.

I have made this comment before and I want to make it again.
Saudi Arabia as a country, as a government, has done some very
important things for and with the United States over the years.
But because of the factors that we have discussed here today, it
has also been very—some of its actions have been detrimental to
our ability to properly fight the war on terror.

It is difficult for our Government to candidly discuss all of these
things, but I am determined as the Chairman of this Sub-
committee, and have very much appreciated the very bipartisan
way in which other members of the Judiciary Committee have
joined in, to try to, in the same way that we make it very clear that
we are not in any way questioning the Muslim faith or Islam,
unveil problems with the Saudi government with rich Saudis and
problems with some of the leadership of the Wahhabi sect here in
the United States or people who support the Wahhabi sect and the
problems that that is causing us.

I think what the Senator from Illinois said is very, very impor-
tant. We have to be sophisticated enough to be able to differentiate,
to draw these distinctions, to do so fairly, but to use our powers
here to follow the leads where they take us and try to take the ac-
tion that we need to in order to get the most out of the Saudi gov-
ernment in terms of supporting our effort in the war on terror, and
not be afraid to go into these areas even though there may be pow-
erful people on the other side and even though some of these dis-
tinctions we may have to draw very, very carefully because they
can result in charges of bigotry or cowboyism or however you might
want to describe it.

So I really appreciate the comments the Senator from Illinois
made, and I want Senator Feinstein to respond and also anybody
on the panel.

Senator FEINSTEIN. Mr. Chairman, we called the FBI about the
Vanity Fair story and about some knowledge about flights leaving
this country after 9/11. On an unclassified basis, I would like to
read in the record this statement from the FBI.

“During the early days after September 11, the FBI was aware
that flights containing Saudis were leaving the United States to re-
turn to Saudi Arabia. Further, with the INS, the FBI took appro-
priate steps to ascertain the identities of individuals on the flights
that we were aware of,” end quote. Any more than that they would
like to have in a classified setting, which hopefully we will have
shortly.

Cha}i’rman KyL. Mr. Epstein, you had a comment

Mr. EPSTEIN. I would like to add to your comment that what is
very important to isolate and understand where Saudi Arabia is
funding the extremism in this country and the organizations that
are attempting to undermine our counterterrorism policy.

One of the groups which was discussed in my testimony most re-
cently has had three of their members and officials arrested on ter-
rorism or bank fraud-related charges. One of the individuals,
Ismail Royer, had traveled to Pakistan and trained with a terrorist
organization, Lashkar E-Tayyiba, which is considered a jihad orga-
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nization that targets Indians, but it is an Al-Qaeda-associated
international jihad organization. Another one had passed hundreds
of thousands of dollars to Marzook, Hassan Al-Ashi. Marzook is a
Hamas leader and also a designated terrorist.

So in separating out the issues where you have raised that Saudi
Arabia has helped, it is also important to isolate what is going on
in the important, where is this money going, who are they funding.
Are they funding organizations where their members and officials
are engaged in terrorist-related and terrorist support-related activ-
ity?

yChairman KyL. I also associate myself with the remarks of Sen-
ator Feinstein, who said that people cannot be on both sides of this
issue, paraphrasing what the President said that countries have to
choose which side they are on in this war on terror.

Mr. Henderson, a final comment?

Mr. HENDERSON. I would just like to make a clarification and an
addition to some information on Prince Naif just to make the point
of how serious not only the implications of your question were, but
also the answer I gave.

Prince Naif is number four. Without going into the mechanisms
of succession in Saudi Arabia too much, he is essentially fourth in
line to be king. King Fahd is 82 and already ailing. Crown Prince
Abdullah is 80. Prince Sultan, number three, is 79. Prince Naif is
a comparatively youthful 70.

I think the United States should be aware that within a few
years, if nothing else happens, Prince Naif might be king. Not only
will he be king, but he will be king for some time. Given the dif-
ficulties that we are facing today apparently with Prince Naif, I
think that is quite an implication.

Chairman %YL. I would like to continue this hearing. Unfortu-
nately, we all have conflicting schedules that are going to require
that we adjourn the hearing, but the record is going to be kept
open for one week. Members will have until 5:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, September 17, to submit questions, and I have two pages of
questions that I am going to submit to both of you. The first one
I will simply tell you and then will appreciate your answer on the
record, since we do have to adjourn the hearing now.

When the Saudis, including the Saudi princes, make contribu-
tions to Islamic charities, or even paying off bin Laden, I am curi-
ous about whose money they are using. Is it their own? Is it their
family money? Is it government money in any way? These are the
kinds of things that I think we want to complete our record with
and I will be very interested in the answers that you provide.

First of all, let me thank both of you again. I very much appre-
ciate your traveling from Great Britain, Mr. Henderson, and, Mr.
Epstein, for your tireless work in this regard. I know you put in
a great deal of work.

thank Senator Feinstein again for all of the work that she has
provided over the years.

We will have more hearings on this same subject matter, and I
appreciate all of you in the audience for your indulgence with re-
spect to our schedule here today. Thank you very much.

This hearing is adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 1:12 p.m., the Subcommittee was adjourned.]

[Questions and answers and submissions for the record follow.]
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Answers from Simon Henderson

Senate Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Hemeland Security
“Terrorism : Two Years After 9/11, Connecting the Dots”

1. What are the tensions in the royal family which are hampering co-
operation with the U.S. over terrorism financing?

The Saudi royal family is embarrassed by anything it might have to reveal
about terrorism financing. One of these tensions is “how much to say?”
Another is “what are the possible repercussions?” The result is that the
Saudi royal family/the Saudi government has said as little as possible. Any
progress has been apparently because of unremitting pressure by the US
Government. Although this pressure has been private, the public pressure of
the US media has also been very important — despite Saudi complaints about
much of the coverage. Within the family, Interior Minister Prince Nayef has
been most reluctant to reveal information to the US authorities. Heisa
contender to be king and also a rival to Crown Prince Abdullah, the de facto
ruler and next likely king when the ailing King Fahd dies.

2. What compromises have the Saudi royal family made with al-Qaeda in
the past?

After the 1995 bomb at a Saudi National Guard facility in Riyadh, I have
been told by several reliable western officials that the Saudi royal family
started to pay off Osama bin Laden/al Qaeda as a way of preventing further
attacks on Saudi territory. Instead al Qaeda chose other targets outside the
kingdom eg the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, the USS Cole in
Aden harbor, and the attacks of 9/11. This understanding appeared to last
until the May 2003 attacks against three residential compounds in Riyadh
although the pay-offs diminished or stopped after US pressure following
9/11.

(I consider the 1996 Khobar Towers attack to have been carried out by Saudi
Shias with support from Iran, not al Qaeda.)

3. When Saudi princes make contributions to Islamic charities are they
using their own money or official funds?
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My understanding is that Saudi princes with official government jobs use
government money for any contributions to Islamic charities. This is partly
because they consider such contributions to be part of their job and also
because they have no perception of what, in the U.S., would be called
“misuse of public funds”. It is also important to remember that the Saudi
royal family considers Saudi Arabia to be their own personal country.

4. What is the relationship between Saudi Islamic charities or similar
organisations and the Saudi Government?

The Saudi Government effectively controls the main Islamic charities,
seeing the work of the charities to be important work on behalf of the
government. The spreading of Islam, in particular the Saudi version, is an
important part of Saudi foreign policy. The security of the kingdom and the
status of Saudi Arabia in the Middle East and the wider world are also
important foreign policy concerns. There are often contradictions and
clashes between these themes.

5. Why does the Saudi royal family not confront the Wahhabi religious
establishment?

The Wahhabi religious establishment confers Islamic legitimacy on the
Saudi royal family so cannot be confronted directly. The Saudi royal family
can insist that the Wahhabi establishment controls the wilder elements of the
Islamic priesthood but concessions are usually demanded — and given. The
word “confrontation” also implies a public clash. The Saudis prefer to sort
out their problems in private. But just because they might say they are
dealing with a problem, it does not mean much or indeed anything is
happening.

6. How do you answer the Saudis when they say they are working closely
with the U.S. and have been taking all the appropriate measures for many
months?

The Saudis must work even more closely with the U.S. because al Qaeda
represents an even greater and more immediate threat to the Saudi royal
family itself. The U.S. needs the kingdom because of its crucial, and
currently irreplaceable, role in the international oil market. But the Saudis
must know that there must be no more 9/11s. Any Saudis claims that they
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are doing enough are, frankly, unbelievable. The Saudis still try to hide their
own embarrassment and minimise their own involvement.

7. Should we not also be concerned about other Islamic charities, not just
Saudi ones?

Al Qaeda is more than just a threat from Saudi Arabia. It is also a threat
from any other group of Islamic militants in any other part of the world. Any
progress in curtailing misuse of Islamic charities in Saudi Arabia has to be
matched with action against poorly-managed Islamic charities in other
countries, including in the U.S. and other western countries.

8. Matthew Levitt states, “Since Washington has failed to take Saudi Arabia
and others to task for financing Islamic extremist organizations in the United
States, it should not surprise that Riyadh has not taken American concerns
about such developments seriously. Instead of taking measures to address
these problems, the Saudis periodically enlist public relations experts like
Qorvis Cormmunications or Adel al-Jubeir (foreign policy advisor to Crown
Prince Abdullah) to engage in a PR blitz.” Can you please elaborate on the
Saudi strategy of image control in the United States; what means they
employ and what ends they seek?

Saudi Arabia can buy the best and most sophisticated PR advice. [ have
particularly noticed recently events across the US on university campuses
discussing problems in the U.S.- Saudi relations. Saudi academics visit to
participate in these events. Critical comments might be heard at such
meetings but they are countered by comments that, from a Saudi point of
view, seek to correct or explain. Unless one of the speakers is particularly
well-informed, they cannot counter such arguments.

9. Matthew Levitt claims that, “Saudi diplomatic personnel stationed
abroad play a critical role in the financing of radical organizations in the
West, particularly the United States and Europe.” To what extent are
Saudi officials working abroad involved in the global terrorist network?

Saudi diplomatic personnel, acting through Islamic affairs sections of Saudi
embassies, are in contact with Islamic activists in different countries. They
provide money and facilities to encourage such activism. It is often
questionable whether such activities are good for bilateral relations. In
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several cases, Saudi diplomats doing such work have been found to have had
contact with terrorists.

10. If there are additional comments that you would like to make or if you
would like to submit anything for the record, please do so.

Since my original testimony, I have learned that federal agents are
examining the bank records of the Saudi embassy in the U.S. It has been
reported that the agents have been surprised by the number of cash
transactions. I think this is an important lead that might lead to terrorist
financing. It might also shed light on Saudi influence buying, an important
part of the Saudi PR effort.
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U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
Questions for the Record

Questions for Matt Epstein

1. Given that expertise in terrorist financing, I would like to ask you about organizations in
California that you believe may be raising money for terrorists, My understanding is that the
Holy Land Foundation was founded in California in 1989 under the name the Occupied Land
Fund but only stayed there about three years before moving to Richardson, Texas. In December
2001, the Department of Treasury designated the Holy Land Foundation a Specially Designated
Terrorist, after finding that it had raised millions of dollars annually for Hamas and supported
Hamas activities.

. Can you tell us anything about the Holy Land Foundation’s activities in California during
the time it was there?

. Why did the Holy Land Foundation move out of California?

. Does California law make it difficult for a terrorist-supporting group to operate there as
opposed to, say, another state such as Texas?

. ‘What can you tell us about any other groups in California that may be engaging in
findraising for terrorist groups such as al Qaeda or Hamas?

2. Since December 2001, the FBI and IRS have been investigating a group of individuals who
control various companies and supposed charitable entities in Virginia and who are suspected of
providing material support to terrorists. In a swomn declaration filed publicly in connection with
this investigation in a case called U.S. v. Biheiri, Bureau of Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement Senior Special Agent David Kane states the following:

According to a CIA report, recently made public in response to a FOIA request, of
the more than 50 Islamic nongovernmental organizations in existence in 1996,
“available information indicates that approximately one-third of these Islamic
NGOs support terrorist groups or employ individuals who are suspected of having
terrorist connections.”

The Kane Declaration goes on to note that this CIA report lists the International Islamic Relief
Organization (IIRO), also known as the Muslim World League (MWL), as having “extremist
connections,” including ties to Osama bin Laden and Hamas. The Declaration then quotes the
report as saying “the IIRO helps fund six militant training camps in Afghanistan, according to a
clandestine source.” Senior Special Agent Kane then states in his declaration, “I know that
terrorists who have attacked or tried to attack the United States around the world have been
associated with MWIL/IIRO.”
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U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
Questions for the Record

. I know you discuss the IIRO briefly on p. 22 of your testimony. But could you describe
in more detail the evidence you have seen about how the IIRO and the MWL may have
funded terrorist groups such as Hamas and al Qaeda? In other words, where did their
money come from and where did it go?

3. Arecent Wall Street Journal discusses the activities of Muhammad Jaber Fakihi, a former
Saudi diplomat in Berlin. Mr. Fakihi’s business card was found last year among the possessions
of a man convicted in Germany of aiding the September 11 hijackers. The article notes that Mr.
Fakihi arranged for the Riyadh-based Al-Haramain Foundation to fund the expansion of the Al-
Nur mosque in Berlin, which Mohamed Atta and other members of the al Qaeda Hamburg cell
visited. In March 2002, the U.S. Treasury ordered the freezing of assets of the Al-Haramain
branches in Bosnia and Somalia. In June, according to the Wall Street Journal article, the Saudi
government stated that its own investigation revealed that these branches “supported terrorist
activities and terrorist organizations.” However, the Saudi government also claimed that the
Riyadh branch of the foundation-which is backed by the Saudi government-had not been
involved in any wrongdoing.

. Could you comment on this article?
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SUBMISSIONS FOR THE RECORD
September 17, 2003

Congresswoman Dianne Feinstein

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Homeland Security
Committee on the Judiciary

SH-325

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Congresswoman Feinstein,

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) is grateful to you for inserting our

organization's statement into the Congressional Record along with the other testimony of the-

September 10, 2003 Subcommitiee Hearing on Terrorism: Two Years after 9/11, Connecting the
Dots.

ADC is a nonsectarian and nonpartisan civil rights organization and the oldest and largest Arab
American membership group in the United States. A review of ADC's statements and policies
over the years show a condemnation of violence no matter the perpetrators or victims.

We proudly stand upon our record and that is why it is important to defend ourselves against the
attempt of one of the panel's witnesses to malign our organization. We feel compelled to offer
additional statements as Matthew Epstein deviated from his written statement before the
Subcommittee to again accuse ADC of not condemning terrorist organizations by name. You
will note from the enclosed document that over the years ADC in general, and the organization's
spokesperson, Hussein Ibish in particular, have repeatedly condemmned terrorists groups and their
actions upon innocent civilian populations. These examples are but a small sample of the full
record of our staunch opposition to all forms of terrorism.

As we work with Members of Congress, like you, and the White House to ensure civil rights for
Arab Americans and represent their views on America's foreign policy is, we do so knowing the
strength and justice of our cause. Our organization takes seriously how we are perceived in
Washington and we will take every action to ensure that we are fairly represented before
Congress.

Again, thank you for including ADC's statement in the Congressional Record. We look forward
to continuing to work with you, and hope you will not hesitate to contact us if we can ever be of
any assistance to you.

Sincerely,

MARY ROSE OAKAR

ADC President

MRO/cg
Attachment
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cer e o cuc-cmmmuuas p.2

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee

ADC RESPONSE TO MATTHEW EPSTEIN'S STATEMENT

Washington, DC, September 10, 2003..The American-Arab Anfi-Discrimination
Committee (ADC), which is a nonsectarian and nonpartisan civil rights organization, is
the oldest and largest Arab American membership group in United States. Iis
membership, Board of Directors and professional staff include Arab-American Christians
and Muslims, as well as many people of ather ethnic backgrounds and religious

affiliations.

Since its founding in 1980 by former Sen. James Abourezk, ADC has

worked with a broad coalition of civil rights, civil liberties, human rights, and peace and
justice organizations throughout the country to promote tolerance and freedom in the
United States and around the world. ADC has 2 long track record of opposing violence,
and categorically rejects all attacks directed against civilians po matter who the
perpetrators or the victims may be.

It therefore follows that Matthew Epstein’s effort in his testimony dated September 10,
2003 before the Senate Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Homeland Security
to characterize ADC as part of a “radical Islamic political leadership in United States,”
which supports “violence in the name of Islam™ is completely false, offensive and absurd.
Even the most cursory review of statements made by the organization demonstrates
ADC’s commitment to its secular perspective and its unwavering opposition to terrorism
in any form, There are literally scores, if not hundreds, of official statements from ADC
in recent years that directly contradict Mr. Epstein’s allegation that the organization
“refuse(s] to specifically condemn Islamist terrorist groups and leaders by name, or
acknowledge responsibility for their acts of terror.”

In his attempt to portray ADC as part of a "radical Islamic leadership,” on page 4 of his
testimony Mr. Epstein seriously misrepresents comments made by ADC Communications
Director Hussein Ibish in June, 2000. Although Mr. Epstein disingenuously frames the
guotation he cites from Ibish’s interview with Geraldo Rivera in terms of the killing of
241 American Marines in Beirut almost two decades earlier, the subject was in fact never
raised during that broadcast. Speaking only a few wecks afier the Israeli withdrawal
from south Lebanon after more than 22 years of military occupation, Ibish observed that
Hizbollah had conducted a successful guerilla war against occupying Israeli troops, and
that in this they had the support of the majority of the south Lebanon population. ADC
notes that Israel’s 22 year occupation of south Lebanon was in direct contravention of
UN Security Council Resolution 425 (1978), which the United States helped draft and
voted for. The attack on the Marine compound was never in any way a part of the
discussion between Ibish and Rivera, in spite of Mr. Epstein’s allegations.

In sum, Matthew Epstein’s testimony constitutes a scandalous misrepresentation of
ADC’s mission, beliefs, activities and statements. It is a gross disservice to the members
of this Subcommittee, and to the broader Senate, that he should come forward with such
an underthanded attempt to smear, through shameless distortion, the largest Arab-
American nonsectarian civil rights organization in United States.

4201 Connecticut Ave,, N.W. » Suite 300 « Washington, DC 20008

Tel: (202) 244-2990  Fax: (202) 244-3196 « E-Mail: adc@adc.org + www.adc.org
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Ziad Asali, COO and President 2000-2003:

* “The failure of peace talks -- and the continuing occupation of ancestral land the
Palestinians view as their own -- has led to extremism on both sides. These extremists are
Israeli soldiers killing innocents and Palestinian suicide bombers doing the same. How
much blood will be shed before reasonable people reclaim the debate and deny extremists
the stage? To achieve peace, both sides must accept the other's fundamental right to
exist.” “This does not excuse suicide bombers who take the lives of Israeli citizens. The
suicide bombing must stop, just as violence and torture by Israeli soldiers and settlers
must stop against Palestinians.” (“There Is No Military Solution,” Washington Post,
August 23, 2001)

* PRESS: Well, look, I try to be very even handed on the Middle East, OK, I try to be.
But I have to tell you something, these continued suicide bombings and killing of
innocents leaves me out, I'm telling you, I mean, how can -- what is possibly served, what
good is possibly served and I'm talking about -- just to make clear -- I'm talking about the
attacks from the -- any of the Palestinian terrorist groups, whether Hamas or Arafat or
whatever. What purpose is possibly served by their continued killing of innocent
civilians?

ASALL Let me tell you, clearly, unequivocally, and with the loudest possible voice, I'm
completely opposed to each and every one of those activities, murderous activities
against civilians.

PRESS: You're opposed to the suicide bombings?

ASALI Suicide bombings, out. OK, they do not serve the Palestinian cause. I'm -- T will
not hesitate to say this. Equally, one -- equal condemnation for the activities of the Israeli
Army against Palestinian innocent civilians wherever they are, and I do not hear it, I do
not hear it in the media, I do not hear it coming out loudly from official sources in the
United States. There has to be an equality of our valuing civilian life. (MSNBC,
BUCHANAN & PRESS, August 5, 2002)

* BUCHANAN: But you believe -- do you not believe that Hamas has in mind not -- 1
mean, just like you say Sharon. Hamas has in mind not a Camp David, not a Taba
Agreement, not an Oslo Agreement, not a Saudi Agreement; Hamas has in mind
throwing the Jews into the sea. Don't they?

ASALI What we cannot conceive, either to Hamas or the extremists on either side is to
have a veto power on the only sensible solution that's available for us, which is a two-
state solution, side by side. They do want to exercise that veto, and they do it flagrantly
and so does Sharon when he kills, you know, I don't know how many children in one ton
bomb in an apartment house. These people have exercised and in a very timely fashion,
their veto power on any sensible solution. We -- the rest of us, that is -- have to resist
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those extremists on every side, and work out the words... (MSNBC, BUCHANAN &
PRESS, August 5, 2002)

Hussein Ibish, Communications Director, 1998-Present:

* “This wanton brutality and cynical apologies for it are, of course, perfectly mirrored on
the Palestinian side by Shehada's colleagues in Hamas and their apologists, who have
come to regard the murder of Israeli civilians in buses, discos, cinemas and pizzerias as
not only acceptable but somehow heroic. The extent to which Palestinian extremists see
themselves as fighting all of Israeli society, men, women and children in everyday
activities anywhere in the country, has been well-recognized in the United States because
of the appalling suicide bombings.” (“Barbarism Runs Rampant in the Holy Land,” Los
Angeles Times, July 24, 2002)

* “Pervasive moral blindness ts mitrored by strategic blindness. Sharon and Hamas kill in
the name of a military victory that will never come. These nominal enemies are in reality
partners in the cause of violence over negotiations and war over peace. Anyone who
applaads or excuses their massacres and terrorism, on either side, is an accomplice.”
(“Barbarism Runs Rampant in the Holy Land,” Los Angeles Times, July 24, 2002)

* “Suicide bombing is a reprehensible tactic. These murderous acts involve not only
political shortsightedness but an unwillingness to set limits on what is permissible in the
pursuit of freedom.” (“Occupation Propels Conflict,” Los Angeles Times, December 4,
2001)

* On Saturday morning, two rows of Jewish protesters from New York greeted
conference participants outside the Michigan League with shouts of: “We want peace!
This conference supports suicide bombing!” However, inside the League, a spokesman
for the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, Hussein Ibish, called suicide
bombings ‘horrible.” ‘It's been a catastrophe for the Palestinian national movement that
people have been engaging in that foul practice,” Ibish told participants. (“Protests
continue at U-M disinvestment conference,” Detroit Free Press, October 13, 2002)

* “Moderate Palestinian leadership exists in the elite circles. They recently took the
important step in publicly denouncing suicide bombing as a reaction to Israeli political
and military domination. The leaders must make public statements about the immorality
of suicide bombings. It is in everyone's interest to state that suicide bombings are both
‘immoral and idiotic,” and it would thwart the ‘occupiers"” from feeling justified in their
retaliation methods.” (Summary of speech given in 2002 to Unitarian General Assembly,
online at http://www.uua.org/ga/ga02/2084 himl)
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* “The occupation does not justify suicide bombing, which is reprehensible... I think all
decent people are opposed to suicide bombing as a tactic. The point is that when you
have this generalized conflict, you've got at the moment, Israelis killing Palestinian
civilians wantonly -- almost 1,000, mostly civilians killed in the past 14 months -~ and
Palestinians attacking Israeli citizens, also, in this grotesque way. I mean, the two
societies are in this kind of horrible death dance.”

(CNN TALKBACK LIVE, December 5, 2001)

* “"I agree that the pattern of suicide bombings is appalling and must end at once."
(Letter to the Editor, Washington Post, April 5, 2002)

ADC Press Releases/Statements:

* “The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) condemmned the wave of
violence which has engulfed the Middle East in recent days and threatens to destroy the
fragile cease-fire between Israel and the Palestinians which has held for almost eight
weeks. ADC reiterated its long-standing opposition to attacks directed against civilians,
no matter who the victims or the perpetrators may be. ADC deplored the killing today of
two Palestinian teenagers by Israeli troops disguised as civilians who entered a village
near Tulkarem. ADC also condemned yesterday's bombing of an Israeli bus in Jerusalem,
which killed 19 Israelis.”

(“ADC Condemns New Wave of Violence in Middle East,” August 21, 2003)

* “The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) expressed outrage at
today's dastardly attack on United Nations headquarters in Baghdad.”
(“ADC Outraged by Attack on U.N. Headquarters in Baghdad,” August 20, 2003)

* “As for the President'’s remarks regarding terrorism and suicide bombings, ADC has a
long-standing and consistent policy of opposing all forms of politically motivated
violence against civilians regardless of the identity of the victims or the perpetrators.”
(“ADC WELCOMES BUSH CALL FOR ENDING ISRAELI OFFENSIVE,
ENDORSES POWELL MISSION,” April 7, 2002)

* “ADC is categorically opposed to all attacks on civilian targets, including suicide
bombings, no matter who the perpetrators or victims are." (“ADC Welcomes Arafat
Speech, Urges US to Respond Constructively, December 16, 2001)
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* "This nightmare has to end now,' Asali declared, 'this Israeli attack on the Palestinian
people must end, the suicide bombings must end, the violence has got to stop." (“ADC
Asks US to Enforce Security Council Resolution 1402, End Israeli

Assault on Palestinians,” April 1, 2002)

* "Whereas ADC condemmns terrorism and all forms of violence against innocent civilians
regardless of the source and who the victims or perpetrators may be..." (Resolations
Adopted by the ADC Board of Directors at the 2003 National Convention)
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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Meraful

Council on American-Islamic Relations
453 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20003-2604

Tel: 202-488-8787

Fax: 202-488-0833

September 9, 2003

The Honorable Senator John Kyl

Chatrman

Senate Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Homeland Security
¢/ o Daniel Satetlee

325 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kyl and Subcommittee Members:

On behalf of our organization and the American Muslim community, I would like to
thank you for inviting me to testify at your subcommittee hearing entitled “Two Years After
9/11: Connecting the Dots” on September 10, 2003.

As you know, the hearing in question is one day before the anniversary of the
September 11 attacks on America. I will not be able to personally attend the hearing on
September 10 because CAIR is the organizing sponsor for an interfaith memorial vigil to be
held at the Capitol reflecting pool the same day.

I would like to make it perfectly clear that CAIR is a national civil rights organization
and we do not claim to be experts on terrorism. However, I realize the importance and
timeliness of such a heating and because the American Muslim community has not been
adequately represented at congressional hearings in the past, I felt obligated to present
written testimony to be submitted for the record. For the record, I would also like this
letter submitted as part of my testimony for the hearing.

Looking at the witness list and theme for this hearing, I can say with great
confidence that this hearing will be used to vilify and defame the American Muslim
community. Because CAIR and the American Muslim community have nothing to hide, we
happily submit this testimony dealing with many of the predictable fallacies that will be
advanced by the Investigative Project, headed by Steven Emerson.

Regardless, 1 would like to thank you for this opportunity and please let me know if
we can be of any assistance in the future.

Most Sincerely,

Nihad Awad
Executive Director, CAIR
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Wiritten Testimony of

Nihad Awad

Before the
Senate Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Homeland Security

“Terrotism: Two Years After 9/11, Connecting the Dots”

“American Muslim Community under Siege”

September 10, 2003

**PRELIMINARY TESTIMONY**

Nihad Awad
Executive Director
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR)
453 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington DC, 20003
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NIHAD AWAD
A Biographical Sketch

Nihad Awad is the Executive Director of the Council on Ametican-Islamic Relations
(CAIR), a Washington DC-based grassroots civil rights and advocacy organization which
seeks to empower the North American Muslim community through political and social
activism.

Mr. Awad and CAIR’s experts are frequently interviewed on national and
international media such as CNN, BBC World Service, PBS, C-SPAN, National! Public Radie, The
New York Times, The Washington Post and A/-Jazeerab and its news releases are disseminated to
hundreds of thousands worldwide.

After the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, Mr. Awad flew to Oklahoma to aid in
the relief effort. He personally met with Governor Frank Keating and gave the governor a
check for $21,000 for the relief effort and victims’ fund on behalf of the American Muslim
community.

In 1997, Mr. Awad was invited to join Vice President Al Gore’s Civil Rights
Advisory Panel to the White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security.

Mr. Awad has also personally met with former Secretary of State Madeline Albright
and current Secretary of State Colin L. Powell to discuss the needs of Muslim communities
worldwide.

Mt. Awad has been invited by Fortune 500 companies, including Nike and DKNY,
to conduct sensitivity training for their employees.

Mr. Awad has welcomed dignitaries who are visiting the President of the United
States for official state visits through the sponsorship of the Department of State’s
International Visitots Program.

A few days after September 11, Mt. Awad was invited by the White House to stand
next to President Bush at the President’s press conference at the Islamic Center of
Washington, the oldest mosque in the metropolitan area built in 1949.
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Executive Summary

As the global community attempts to regain its collective equilibrium in the wake of
the attacks on our country two years ago, all Americans share in the responsibility of
mending the wounds of our society. The Muslim community in America has taken
significant steps in ameliorating strained relations both within our borders and abroad. With
close to seven million adherents of Islam in the United States today, American Muslims ate 2
vibrant, diverse and contributing segment of our society. Unfortunately, there are forces
seeking to unravel Islam’s integradon into the fabric of American society and working to
silence the voice of American Muslims.

Since September 11, 2001, there has been a notable increase in the number of hate
crimes against those of Muslim, Arab and South Asian descent. At a local level, incidents of
mosque damage, employment discrimination and physical assaults are frequent occurrences.
At the national level, the secret detention of 762 Muslim and Arab males' without due
process by the Justice Department and unfortunate legislation like the USA PATRIOT Act,
have brought the debate on constitutional libetties and anti-terrotism enforcement measures
to a zenith. Like our neighbors, American Muslims desire out country to be safe and to
protect the interests of its citizens. In our national quest to instill harmonious relations
domestically and abroad, there are those polemicists who promote Islamophobia and seck to
divide our nation along racial, religious and ethnic lines. In otder to further their own
political, theological or special interest agendas, these voices of division have dedicated their
lives to slandering Muslim organizations and leaders in their attempt to advance their own
interests.

CAIR is a true American success stoty for its adhetence to true democratic
principles, including life, liberty and property. Since its incorporation in 1994, the Council on
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) has been at the forefront of Muslim civil rights issues in
America. CAIR makes a difference in the lives of American Muslims on a daily basis by
promoting positive relations within our diverse nation. Headquartered in Washington DC,
CAIR has met with local, national and international leaders to discuss issues of importance
to Muslims in America. Although there are those who seek to matginalize CAIR’s efforts,
CATR’s track record is evident in the advances that the American Muslim community has
seen politically and socially since our creation.

Because of its reputation within, and beyond, the Muslim community, CAIR has also
become the primary contact for most major national and international media outlets seeking
an American Muslim perspective for news stories.

Just as the number of interfaith dialogues have increased since 9/11, there has also
been an astonishing increase in the volume of anti-Muslim rhetoric in the media and politics
today. This new wave of Islamophobia is being led by a camp of racially prejudiced pundits
and special interest mercenaties who advance their own political or theological schema by
spreading lies about Islam and American Muslims. These so-called “experts,” led by Steven
Emerson of the Investigative Project, use innuendo, conjecture and outright lies to confuse
Americans into believing that mainstream Muslims are somehow complicit with terrorism.

! Rept. by the Office of the Insp. Gen., “The September 11 Detainees: A Review of the Treatment of Aliens
Held on Immigration Charges 1 Connection with the Investigation of the September 11 Attacks,” Ch. 10 (June
2003).

09:01 Aug 01,2008 Jkt 093083 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt6633 Sfmt6633 S:\GPO\HEARINGS\93083.TXT SJUD1

PsN: CMORC

93083.017



VerDate Aug 31 2005

42

These Islamophobic “usual suspects” attack all Muslims by using recycled and
specious accusations and have been repeatedly discredited by respected academics and media
outlets, including The Los Angeles Times and The New York Times. Using McCarthyist tactics
and “guilt by association”, these Islamophobes are trying to manipulate public policy. The
national Islamophobic camp, led by Emerson, director of The Investigative Project, whose
group is represented on the witness panel today, attribute quotes out of context and
chronology on a regular basis. As director of the Investigative Project, Emerson’s well-
documented history of recklessly false forgeries against CAIR and other Muslim
organizations, in the attempt to disenfranchise American Muslims, will be shown to be a
concrete example of how Islamophobes are attempting to turn the “war on terror” into a
war on Islam,

CAIR’s principled position on terrotism has always been evident and should not
allow Emerson’s use of “guilt by association” to mislead the respected senators and the
American public on where CAIR and the American Muslim community stoically stands on
these issues,

As the nation’s largest Muslim advocacy group, we would like to state, for the record,
that we are concerned that this hearing is being misused to further the Islamophobes’
agenda. I would like to make it clear that the reason that I am unable to testify in petson for
this hearing today is because CAIR is the organizing sponsor of a multi-group interfaith
September 11th memorial taking place at the Capitol reflecting pool on this day and are
committed to this event; in the same way that we are fully committed to protecting and
strengthening our nation.

The Investigative Project officials, including Emerson, are juxtaposing this hearing to
coincide with the second anniversary of the attack on our nation to advance their chronic
personal vendettas with the American Muslim community. As we honor the memory of
those innocent souls who lost their lives two Septembers ago, Islamophobes like Emetson
are attempting to emotionally exploit this anniversary in order to settle their petsonal
vendettas. These vendettas against CAIR and American Muslims date back to 1994, when
American Muslim organizations’ effectively exposed inaccuracies in Emerson’s documentatry,
Jihad in America. Since that time, Emerson’s has become reckless in his obsession with
besmirching American Muslims and CAIR. Since Emerson has archived over eight years
of false accusations against CAIR, it would be impossible to mention each one in this
testimony. However, I have included some of Emerson’s favorite and most predictable
accusations against CAIR and other Muslim organizations.

In the event this testimony does not address all of the accusations brought forth by
the other panelists, CAIR will submit an amended testimony after the hearing to address
additional accusations not already discussed herein.

CAIR and the Muslim community are proud Americans who continue to stand for
justice in the face of intolerance and prejudice. Even though there are those in the world that
espouse hatred and try to divide our country, we will continue to stand with our fellow
Americans in solidarity, peace and justice for all.
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The Purpose of CAIR and its Accomplishments

History has shown that civil rights groups such as NAACP, American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) and the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) ate absolutely necessary to protect
the rights and interests of minority populations in America. Since the American Muslim
community has only started to become more significantly involved in the political and social
arena within the last forty years, there was a clear need to form public service organizations
to aid the growing number of Muslims in Ametica.

The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) is a nonprofit 501(c)(4),
grassroots civil rights and advocacy group founded in 1994, CAIR is America’s largest
mainstream  Muslim  civil liberties group, with its national headquarters located in
Washington D.C. Affiliated chapters of CAIR are located in mote than twenty major
metropolitan areas throughout the United States. CAIR is a non-sectatian and non-partisan
group who protects the rights of all American Muslims.

CAIR’s overall mission is to promote an accurate image of Islam and Muslims to our
fellow Americans. Through education, advocacy, media relations and lobbying, CAIR puts
forth an Islamic perspective to ensure that the Muslim voice is tepresented in America. In
offering this perspective, we seek to empower the Ametican Muslim community and
encourage their participation in American political, social and civic activities.

CAIR’s Communications Department works in conjunction with local, national and
international media outlets to ensure an accurate portrayal of Islam and Muslims is presented
to the public. CAIR monitors local, national and international media in part, to challenge
negative stereotypes, but also to applaud and encourage accurate representations of Islam
and Muslims. Over the years, CAIR has become a respected and credible source for
journalists and other media professionals; CAIR representatives have made appearances on
CNN, BBC World Service, FOX News, Washington Post, The New York Times, Los Angeles Times
and hundreds of other print and broadcast outlets.

CAIR’s Civil Rights Department has worked trelessly to aid Muslims claim their
legal rights in the workplace, schools and government. With regard to employment claims,
CAIR has helped in reaching favorable settlements with dozens of powerful companies,
including JC Penney, McDonald's, Sears and Office Depot. CAIR’s Publications Department
also distributes handbook guides, including the "Employer's Guide to Islamic Religious
Practices" and an "Educator's Guide to Islamic Religious Practices," which ate designed to
inform educators and employers as to the rights of Muslim students and workers both in
educational institutions and in the workplace.

In wake of the 9/11 attacks on America, CAIR has also organized town hall
meetings all around the country to help our friends and neighbors learn more about our faith
and cultures. CAIR works regularly with local and federal law enforcement agencies on
numerous issues and CAIR publishes a “Law Enforcement Official’s Guide to the Muslim
Comumunity;” a handbook designed to inform law enforcement officials as to Muslim
religious practices and customs.
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American Muslim Community Under Siege

Since the day two fateful Septembers ago when our country was attacked, Muslims
and Arabs have been assailed on almost every front. The Muslim community in America has
been besieged by those seeking to divide our great nation along religious, racial and cultural
lines. As Americans, we are here to state categorically that we have always been, and always
will be, condemn all acts of terror and will remain contributing members of this great
society.

Many Americans are unaware of the strides the Muslim community has taken in
reaching out to out neighbors of other faiths, races and cultures since the attacks on our
country. American Muslim organizations have loudly condemned the acts of September 11
in dozens of media outlets, organized blood drives at mosques and community centers
across the nation and collected hundreds of thousands of dollars for the victims of
September 11. For example, the Turkish American Muslim Cultural Association raised
$1,000 for the Red Cross 9-11 Fund. All Dulles Area Muslim Society in Sterling, Virginia
announced that the mosque had raised $6,000 for the American Red Cross and organized a
blood drive.” Another Muslim charity, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development, reported in its
2001 annual report the disbursement of $65,000 in cash grants to six major relief
otganizations involved in the provision of assistance to the victims of the attacks.” The
groups include the American Red Cross and the Salvation Army, funds set up by New York
Governor George Pataki and New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, and two firefighter
associations.’

Condemnations of September 11 by the American Muslim Community

There are those Americans who have falsely claimed that Muslims did not effectively
condemn the acts of September 11. In fact, we were one of the first demographic groups to
issue a categorical condemnation in a nationwide press release. CAIR has also regularly
issued news releases condemning suicide bombings in the Middle East’, the murder of
Daniel Pearl’, church bombings in Pakistan’ and acts of tertorism in Iraq, just to name a few.

At 1:43 PM Eastern Standard Time on September 11, the American Muslim Political
Coordination Council (AMPCC),* an umbrella organization of the major American Muslim

2 CAIR publication “Amencan Muslims: One Year After 9-11” September 5, 2002 at 10 asailable at

hutp:/ /www.cair-net.org/downloads/911report.doc

3 2001 Annual Report of Mercy-USA available at hitp:

+H1d,

% For example, see CAIR Press Release, CAIR condemns attacks on civifians, March 28, 2002 availabie at

hup://www.cair-net.org/asp/artcle.aspid =693&page=NR
¢ Larry Witham, Pearl’s siaying denounced by Muslims, The Washington Times, February 23, 2002.

7 CAIR Press Release, “U S. Muslims condemn church attack in Pakistan,” March 17, 2002 avarlable ar
sp/article.asp?id=

8 The American Mushm Polstical Coordmation Council (AMPCC) consists of the following major American
Muslim political and social services organizations: American Muslim Alliance (AMA), the American Muslim
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political and social services organizations, issued a national press release which stated in
categorical terms: ... American Muslims utterly condemn what are appatently vicious and
cowardly acts of terrorism against innocent civilians, We join with all Americans in calling
for the swift apprehension and punishment of the perpetrators. No political cause could
ever be assisted by such immoral acts."’ (ser Appendix A)

This initial condemnation was followed by dozens of subsequent condemnations on
behalf of the American Muslim community. In the first few days where major national
newspapers began to run opinion pieces again, CAIR representatives again condemned the
terrorist attacks in the same resounding manner. In the September 14 edition of The New
York Times, another condemnation was published by a CAIR representative, stating that
American Muslims “...utterly condemn the vicious and cowardly acts that transpired
Tuesday in our nation's capital and in New Yotk City.”"” In the first eight days following the
attacks, over 108 different statements of condemnation were carried by Ametican
newspapers and wire services, including The Washington Post, USA Today, Associated Press and
Chicago Sun-Times. "

In addition, CAIR took out a full-page advertisenent in the Washington Post
(Appendix B) on September 16, 2001 which states, in part: “...American Muslims
unequivocally condemn these vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism...”"

Since then, CAIR has spent endless human and financial tesources to dispel
steteotypes and myths about Islam. CAIR has sponsored a yearlong “Islam in America” ad
campaign in The New York Times which features American Muslims from all ethnic
backgrounds to show all Ameticans that there is no such thing as a “standardized” Muslim.

The CAIR Library Project' is designed to provide local public libraries accurate and
scholarly books on Islam. Over half of the books in the set are written by non-Muslim
acadernics and thanks to Americans of all faiths; over 6,893 libraties have been sponsored.

Unfortunately, these numerous and resonant condemnations were not enough for
those seeking to marginalize the entire Muslim community in Ametica.

Council (AMC), the Council on Ametican-Tslamic Relatons (CAIR) and the Muslim Public Affairs Council
(MPAC).

9 Press Release, AMPCC, U.S. Musiims Condemn Terrorist Attacks, September 11, 2001 available at
http//www.nexis.com/research/home? kev=1062968365& session™=29¢328aa-¢176-11d7-8224-
c0a8645ea377.1.3240421165.340768.%020.0.0& state=&wchp=dGLbVih-

2SkBW& md5=c0439b2ce26b18336df821a8b9f362¢e1. See Appendix A

1 Arsalan T, Iftikhar, We Condemn This Act, THE NEW YORK TIMES, September 14, 2001, at 54.

" X ee Lexis-Nexis scarch on “Mushms condemn available at

L0a864‘3um"77 1. 3740421 165 340768.9 WO 0.0& state=&wehp=dGLbYIb-

2kBW& mdi=c0439b2ce26518336d1821a8L91562¢1

2 CAIR September 11 condemnation on behalf of American Muslim communuty, Washngton Post, September

16, 2001 available a bittp:/ /www.cair-net.org/downloads/91 Lreport.pdf at 56-7. See Appendix B
B See Appendx C.

W Se¢ Appendx D.
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Anti-Muslim Rhetoric in Media and Politics

Although these are only 1 fraction of the statements made against Islam and Muslims
since 9/11, the documented list below gives a revealing assessment into the hate-filled
rhetoric of individuals with significant influence within American politics and media outlets:

Ann Coulter, Syndicated Columnist

e <. We should invade their countries, kill their leaders and coavert them to
Christianity.” (Town Hall, September 14, 2001)"*

Representative (now Senator) Saxby Chambliss (R-GA)

¢ "Just turn [the shetiff] loose and let him arrest every Muslim that crosses the state
line...""% (Associated Press, November 20, 2001)

Representative John Cooksey (R-LA)
e ".If I sce someone come in and he's got a diaper on his head and a fan belt around
that diaper on his head, that guy needs to be pulled over and checked..." (Houston

Chronicle, September 20, 2001)"

Reverend Jerry Falwell
¢ "I think Mohammed was 2 terrotist...” (60 Minutes, October 6, 2002)"®

Pat Robertson
e “...[Prophet Muhammad] was an absolute wild-eyed fanatic. He was a robber and a
brigand. And to say that these tetrorists distort Islam, they're carrying out Islam...”
(Hanmty & Colmes, September 18, 2002)"

Reverend Franklin Graham

¢ Reverend Graham called Islam, “"wicked, violent and not of the same god." (NBC
Nightly News, November 16, 2001)™

cen

15 _Available at nitp:.//www.

i jeffrey McMurray, U. 5 Ca/zgrmman N q)/f } 1e Re;grw Joke bont Arresting Muf/zmr ASQOCIA’ITD PRL 58, November

1_,51(8\\/& md:)——cﬂ%‘)b«cc%bl 833()df821 :\81)9{36261 .

U Lawmaker regrets ‘diaper’ comment, HOUSTON CHRONICLE, September 20, 2001 available at
hirp:/ Swww.chron.com/cs/CDA/ story.hts/special /terror/aftermath /10566153,

18 CBS 60 Minutes, Interview with Rev. Jerry Falwell, Zion's Christian soldiers; how conservative Christians see Israel's
role in bringing on the Second Coming of Christ, October 6, 2002 auailable ar

http:/ /wwnvnexts.com/research /home? key=1062968365& sesston=29¢328ax-¢176-11d7-8224-
c0aB8645¢aa77.1.3240421165.340768 %20.0.0& _state=&wchp=dGLbVIb-

ZSkBW& md5=c0439h2ce26b183364f821a809£562¢]

¥ Hannity and Colmes, Interview with Pat Robertson, September 18, 2002, avatlable at
http://www.nexis.com/research/home® key=1062968365& session=29¢328aa-¢176-11d7.8224-
¢0a8645eaa77.1.3240421165.340768 %620.0.0& state=&wchp=dGLbVb-

2SkBW& md5=¢0439b2¢e26b18336d£821a8b9f562¢1.
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Muslim Civil Rights in America

On July 15, 2003, CAIR issued its eighth annual civil rights report entitled “The Status of
Muslim Civil Rights in the United States 2003: Guilt by Association.” Accotding to the repott, in
2002, Muslim community members in the United States reported 602 complaints of
discrimination to CAIR.¥According to past reports, this represents a fifteen (15) percent
increase over the previous year, and a sixty-four (64) percent increase from the year preceding
September 11, 200122 These incident reports include: hate crimes, employment discrimination,
unfair prejudice at schools, vandalism to mosques and homes and racial profiling by local and
federal authorities.

Post-September 11 law enforcement measures also had a severely disparate impact on
the lives of innocent Americans of Muslim, Arab and South Asian descent. In the aftermath of
9/11, 762 men, predominantly Muslim and Arab, were rounded up by the Justice Department as
part of their “war on terror.”? In summarizing a Justice Depattment report on the treatment of
Muslim and Arab detainees, Glen A. Fine, Inspector General of the Department of Justice,
conceded that “...we found significant problems in the way the detainees were handled... 24
These detentions, completely secret in many cases, not only violated due process guarantees
granted by the Constitution; the mass round-up of Muslim and Arab mea did not result in any
charges of “terrorism” against the detainces. Most of the detainees were being held on minor
immigration violations and many were subsequently deported to their country of origin.

Many laws and directives proposed since September 11 slowly dissolve certain
inalienable rights guaranteed to all Americans by the Constitution. The most unfortunate
legislation passed in recent history, USA PATRIOT Act of 2001, has allowed law enforcement
officials to circumvent hallmark Fourth Amendment protections of due process and probable
cause. It took the efforts of both Republican and Democratic privacy advocates to defeat the
proposed Terrorism Information and Prevention System (TIPS), a system which would cteate a
citizen spy network.

Although our nation attempts to regain a sense of collective security, let us remember
that Benjamin Franklin said “...they who would give up an essential liberty for temporary
security, deserve neither liberty nor security.”*

2 “Franklin Graham has some harsh words for Islam as feast of Ramadan begins,” NBC Nightly News with
Tom Brokaw, November 16, 2001. Transcript available at

8a0c593¢aa77.1.3240493341.340768 %20.0.0& _state=&wchp=dGLbViz-
2SkBB& md5=ab2d7¢a70ef67h(922ec4055142f6bde

2 Council on Amencan-Islamic Relations, The Status of Muslim Civil Rights in the United States 2003: Guilt by
Association, July 15, 2003 at 1.

214
2 Supranote 1.

2 Press Release, U.S. Department of Justice ~ Office of the Inspector General, Department of [ustice Inspector
General Tssues Roport on Treatment of Alwens Fefd on Immigration Charges in Connection with the Investigation of the
September 11 Terrorist Attacks, June 2, 2003 avarlabl at

hup://216.239.39.104/ search?q=cache NcEzFWI1LI9E www,usdoj.gov/o1g/special /03-
ress.pdf+%220ffice tof+thetinspectortgencral%22 +reporttdetamees&hl=cn&ic=UTFE-8,

2 htp//www.wisdomguotes.com/000958 html.
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The Rise of Islamophobia

Introduction

The Pluralism Project, an independent religious think tank based at Harvard
University, cites the 2000 World Almanac as saying that there are approximately 5.5 Muslims
living in America today. With the recent influx of immigrants from Muslim countries
constituting a significant population of new Americans, the increased social and political
importance of the American Muslim community would be a natural correlation to make. In
the post-September 11 world that we live in today, Muslim political and social activities have
taken on heightened importance. However, there are those who see the empowerment of
the American Muslim community as a direct threat to their political, theological and special
interest agendas. The most exemplifying of these polemicists, and sadly, a regular witness
before Congress, The Investigative Project and its executive director, Steven Emerson.

Whereas healthy and vigorous debate is an essential part of any civilized democratic
society, those who dedicate their lives to the marginalization of an entire demographic group
should be taken to task for their actions. Revelations of their continuing frauds will only help
to foster honest debate within people of different faiths and cultures in the amelioration of
global wounds from which we all suffering.

The Investigative Project

The Investigative Project, headed by Islamophobe Steven Emertson, is probably the
best example of Islamophobia today. As a self-appointed “expert” on terrotism, Mr.
Emerson recently cited in his latest congressional testimony that he has testified at mote
than sixteen (16) congressional heatings in the past.” Mr. Emerson’s histoty of innuendo
and conjecture has effectively discredited his veracity among many in media and law
enforcement agencies in the United States; and it is essential for the true pursuit of
investigative endeavors to prevent representatives from the Investigative Project, especially
Mr. Emerson, from testifying at future congressional proceedings. Unfortunately, Mr.
Emerson’s animosity towards Arabs and Muslims began as early as 1991 and before he, his
representatives or other Islamophaobes are given the platform to address a congressional
hearing yet again, 1t is essential to offer documented and mainstream refutations of Mr.
Emerson’s self-proclaimed “expertise.” We will also see that many of today’s Islamophobes
simply regurgitate many of Mr. Emerson’s claims.

Below is a chronological timeline of false assertions on significant international acts
and how mainstream media and political leaders have discredited Mr. Emerson and why
future congtessional committees should take this into serious consideration befote extending
any future invitations to The Investigative Project and Steven Emerson.

2 See Pluralism Project avatlable at hifp:/ [www.pluralism,ore/ resonrces/ statistice/ tradition phpttlslam. The 2000 World
Almanac figare of 5.5 million is based, in part, on the 1999 Yearbook on American and Canadian Churches.

2 Progress since 9/ 11: The Effectrveness of U.S. Anti-terrorist Financing Efforts, Flouse Committee on Financial Services
Subcommutiee on Qversight and Investigations, 2003 Leg , 108th Cong. (March 11, 2003) (testimony of Steven
Emerson, Executive Director of The Investigative Project).
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Reviews of Emerson’s Book Terrorsz (1991)

In 1991, Mr. Emerson wrote a book entitled Terrorisz, a chronicle of the life of an
Iraqi defector, Adnan Awad (no relation to the author of this testimony), and of alleged Iraqi
government ties to terrotist activity. An April 28, 1991 Los Angeles Times book review of Mr.
Emerson’s book stated that, “.. ’Terrorist’ is 2 difficult book to assess because the authors
are so coy about documenting their claims.... This lack of documentation reduces a
potentially significant critique of U.S. foreign policy to a potboiler that reads like a bad
Robert Ludlum novel...”*

Adrienne Edgar, reviewing the book for the New York Times, wrote a scathing review
of Terrorist. In a letter to the editor to the New York Times on June 16, 1991, Mr. Emerson
concedes that Ms. Edgar said in her review that his book was matked by "a pervasive anti-
Arab and anti-Palestinian bias."” He also concedes that she states that he has lost “all
journalistic objectivity.”™ This lack of journalistic integrity is something that is consistent
throughout Mr. Emerson’s notorious career and has no place testifying in sixteen
congressional hearings.

PBS Documentary Jihad in America (1994)

In December 1994, Mr. Emerson produced a documentary for PBS entitled [ibad in
America. The one-hour long documentary included scenes depicting Muslims meeting in
Oklahoma City allegedly to “wage war” on this country, as proof that Islamic terrotist
groups were involved [in the Oklahoma City bombing}.”

In reviewing the film, investigative reporter Robett Friedman notes that “...the
film's fundamental deceit is that the speakers are not referring to America but to [Soviet
occupied] Afghanistan and Istael {'s pursuit of the Occupied Territories].”” Friedman goes
further and examines the funding for the documentary and the special interest agenda of Mr.
Emetson in promoting this film.

According to Friedman, prior to its aiting on PBS, Emerson screened Jibad in America
for officials at the New York headquarters of a major national Jewish organization. He
wanted their public endorsement of the film to increase pressure on Clinton for tougher laws
to combat Arab terror. While the Jewish leaders weren't shy about using the film to press
Clinton for laws to increase federal police powers, they didn't want to be publicly identified
with the video, for fear of harming interfaith relations.”

% Chatles Solomon, Paperbacks: Terrorist, LOS ANGELES TIMES, April 28, 1991 at 14,

P See also, Steven Emerson, A Defector's Story — Letter to the Editor, THE NEW YORK TIMES, June 16,1991 at § 7,
page 30, column 2.

3 14,
3 One Man'’s Jihad, THE NATION, May 15, 1995, Vol. 260, No. 19, Pg. 656.
32 Id‘

3B 14
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As Fredman continues, the Israeli government was less concerned about
stereotyping Arabs. Emerson also gave a sneak preview for Israeli officials in Washington.
Emerson's film not only helped them press their case with the Administration--“that Islam is
our common enemy’--but it also helped to rehabilitate Emerson with the Labor
government.”* Friedman states that the Labor party was angry with Emerson for helping
Likud undermine the peace process under assassinated Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Yigal
Carmon is a former high-ranking Likud government official, and a member of Israel’s
Mossad intelligence agency.” Prime Minister Rabin had dubbed him as part of the “Gang of
Three,” after 2 Mossad trio started lobbying Capitol Hill against the Israeli-P.L.O. accord,
which Rabin was endorsing. Carmon has frequently stayed in Emerson's Washington DC
apartment on his frequent visits to the United States. Carmon was also credited as an adviser
on Jibad In Americd* and openly endorsed the use of torture as state practice in a May 4, 1995
Washington Post atticle.”

Writing in 2 June 14, 1990 opinion editotial in The Wall Street Journal, noted
commentator Alexander Cockburn writes about Mr. Emerson’s agenda and that "Mr.
Emerson's prime role is to whitewash Istacli governments and revile their critics."”

Oklahoma City Bombing (1995)

On April 19, 1995, around 9:03 a.m., just after parents dropped their children off at
day care at the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in downtown Oklahoma City, the
unthinkable happened.

A massive bomb inside a rental truck exploded, blowing
half of the nine-story building into oblivion. A stunned nation
watched as the bodies of men, women, and children were pulled
from the rubble for neatly two weeks. When the smoke cleared
and the exhausted rescue workers packed up and left, 168
people were dead in the worst terrorist attack on American
soil.” Mr. Emerson saw an open opportunity to personally avail
himself of this terrible tragedy.

" Courtesy KOTO

This resulted in Mr. Emerson’s most notorious gaffe to date, which occurred on
Aptil 19, 1995 at 11:15 AM on CNBC’s show Riwra Lirve. Less than two hours after the

34 ld.
35 14
3 14

37 See Barton Gellman, Fazality Puts Focus On Isracki Methods; Violent Intermgation Blanted in Death, TTTR
WASHINGTON POST, May 4, 1995, at A31,

38 Alexander Cockburn, lsrael’s Democratic Image vs. The Harsh Truth, TUHE WALL STREET JOURNAL, June 14, 1990,
§ A, page 15, column 13,

3 CNN Interactve, Oklaboma City Tragedy, available at ht www.enncom/US/OKC /bombing hrml.
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attack, even though the FBI had no leads or evidence to assign culpability to anyone, Mr.
Emerson had no hesitation in using his “expertise” to surmise who had committed the
bombing. During the interview, Mr. Emerson claimed that “it was Islamic extremists who
mounted this attack.”®

The next day, while speaking to co-host Harry Smith of CBS This Morning, Emerson
made the absurd statement that, “Oklahoma City, I can tell you, is probably considered one
of the largest centers of Islamic radical activity outside the Middle Fast.”” In the two days
following the Oklahoma City bombing, Mr. Emerson was interviewed for over 43 news
outlets,” each and every time asserting that “Islamic extremists” had mounted the attack.
Even though Timothy McVeigh was subsequently arrested for the crime, the fact that
Emerson received so much airtime to discharge lies of which he had no proof, many
Americans began to search for Arab and Muslims as suspects.

In the first forty-eight hours after the Oklahoma City bombing, CAIR received over
220 reports of hate crimes against American Muslims and Arabs. That total includes 133
hate calls, 50 incidents of verbal threats, 15 bomb threats, seven beatings, four shootings and
the suspected destruction by arson of an Islamic Center in North Carolina.®

One of these stories is of a pregnant Iraqi refugee, Sahar al-Muwsawi. Ms. Al-
Muwsawi hid in her bathroom as a group of unknown attackers shattered the windows and
pounded on the doors of her home, screaming anti-Islamic epithets. She felt a pain in her
abdomen and began to bleed uncontrollably. Even though fedetal authorities arrested
Timothy McVeigh the next day, that knowledge came too late for Sahar al-Muwsawi.
She miscarried her near-term baby, who was buried a few days later.™ This is only one of the
hundreds of painful scenarios that American Muslims went through, in part due, to Mr.
Emerson’s reckless disregard for the truth.

After it was revealed that Emerson was completely wrong in his claim, news
organizations appeared less interested in Emerson's pronouncements. A CBS contract
expired and was not renewed.” Emerson had been a regular source and occasional writer for
The Washington Post; his name doesn't tutn up once in Post archives after January 1, 1996.
USA Today mentioned Emerson a dozen times before September 1996 and never after

# CNBC Rivera Live, Terrorism Experts Rechard Marcinko, and Steven Emerson and Investigator Michael Cherkasky
disenss the Oklaboma City Explosion, April 19, 1995,

4 CBS This Morning, Hunf for Survivors Continses in Oklahoma City, Apnil 20, 1995,

42 See Lexis-Nexis search on Steven Emerson, available at

http:/ /www.nexis.com/research/home? key=1062857206& session=5%bachca.e073-11d7-8726-
caB645eaa77.1.3240310006.340768 %20 0.0& state=&wchp=dGLbVIb-

zSkBl& md5=cecf6a69846c0d5478e795498a70bdbd

¥ United States: Anti-Muslim Cremes Higher than Gulf War Perod, INTER PRESS NEWS SERV,, May 24, 1995, See alwo
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), The Status of Musknm Civil Raghts in the United States: Unveiling
Prejuddice, 1997 Annual Report, at 4.

1

# John Sugg, Steven Emerson’s Crusade, Extra! Magazine (published by Fairness and Accuracy In Reporting
[FAIRY]), January/February 1999 ble at htrp:/ ferww.fair.org /extra /9901 /emerson.html
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that.* According to a Bostor Globe column by Jeff Jacoby, in 1998, National Public Radio
(NPR) banned Mr. Emerson from appearing on their network as a future guest on Islamic
groups.47 When asked about how Emerson is perceived by fellow journalists, noted
investigative author Seymour Hersh summed it up succinedy:

“He’s poison.”48

American Jihad: The Terrorists Live Among Us (2002)

In 2002, The Investigative Project’s executive ditector wrote a book entitled Awmerican
Jibad: The Terrorists Live Among Us. Tt outlined the “history” of nine “terrorist suppott
networks” based in America: Muslim Arab Youth Association, the Ametican Islamic Group,
Islamic Cultural Workshop, the Councl on American-Islamic Reladons (CAIR), the
American Muslim Council (AMC), Islamic Circle of Notth America (ICNA), the Muslim
Public Affairs Council (MPAC), the American Muslim Alliance (AMA) and the Islamic
Society of North America (ISNA). It is fascinating that Mr. Emerson implicates every single
major American Muslim umbrella organizaton in the “list” in the book. By conveniently
placing all the major Muslim organizations on his “terrorist networks” list, he has effectively
proclaimed that representatives of the entite American Muslim community are complicit
with terrorism. Even though these groups operate transparently, have met with several U.S.
Presidents and have been featured on international media as voices of “modetate Islam,” Mr.
Emerson recklessly labels any organization that disagrees with his worldview as “supporting
terrorism.” Many other anti-Muslim commentators use false allegations from this book in
their commentaries, interviews and press releases in their attempt to attack Islam.

A Los Angeles Times book teview called Emerson’s book “suspicious.”” The Pittshurgh
Post-Gazerte wrote a book review which stated that “...what he [Emerson] has uncovered
about the groups’ fincluding CAIR] role in terrotism seems largely speculative.” The Poss-
Gazette reviewer continues to say that “...these [American Muslim] groups [that Emerson
has targeted] appeared to be operating legally...[and].. .he connected none of them to any
direct role in Osama bin Laden’s Sept. 11 attacks [or any other terrorist attack].” The
teviewer concludes by saying that overall the book was ... [a] frequently dull overview...”

The most significant rebuke came from a past executive of the Central Intelligence
Agency. When asked about Mr. Emerson’s theses on American Muslim organizations
fronting for international terrorist groups, especially pro-Palestinian groups, Vincent

61,

47 See J. Bottum, American Cassandra: Steven Emerson’s Prophetic Warning, THE WEEKILY STANDARD, Febraary
25,2002, vol. 7, no. 23, pg. 39. "You have my promise he won't be used again," producer Ellea Sdva wrote to
Alt Abunimah of the Amenican Arab Action Network. "It 1s NPR policy." Id.

¥ Supra note 43,

¥ Teresa Watanabe, Compelling Querview of Islanuc World Covers Middle Ground Welf, THE LOS ANGELES TIMES,
January 26, 2002, Part 2, Pg. 16.

 Bob Hoover, ‘American Jihad: The Terrorists Living Among Us' by Steven Emerson, PUTTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE,
March 3, 2002 lable ar hitp://www.post-gazette.com/books /reviews /20020303 review943.asp.

31 Id
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Cannistraro, a former ditectot of counterterrorism for the CIA, did not mince his words in
an interview with Eric Boehlert of Salon.com.

"It's total bulls--t," he says. "He's say[ing] people who move to this countty and set
up charities and think tanks.. .are associated with Hamas and Islamic Jihad and Hezbollah,
that there's some kind of connection between them and Sept. 11, that there's a Haison or
support network. He doesn't know what he's talking about." He continues by saying that,
"...Neither Hamas [n}or Islamic Jihad, which have an infrastructure in the US.  has ever
targeted Americans here...It would be counterproductive to their cause. [Tlheir focus is
Israel and occupied tertitories.”

He is not alone in his disdain for Emetson’s self-righteous claims. Robin Wright,
chief diplomatic cotrespondent for the Los Angeles Times, agrees, noting that Palestinian
groups, "...don't target the American embassy or consulate in Jerusalem. That's not what
their goal is. Their focus is on Israel."”

In his article for Salon.com, Eric Boehlert explained that although Mr. Emerson
considers himself an expert, “...[t]his sensationalistic, pootly reasoned book will do nothing
to enhance Emerson's stature among serious scholars...”* Finally, Boehlert states .. .there
[i]s nothing in ‘American Jihad’ to suggest any American-based Muslim organization had
anything to do with, or had any advance knowledge of, the [9/11] attacks.. R

Like other Islaimophobes, Mr. Emerson tries to legitimize his hatred by claiming that
he only takes issue with “radical Muslims” and not those he personally considers to be
“moderate.” It is hard to imagine what Mr. Emerson’s definition of “moderate” would be,
since he has placed every single major Muslim organization on his “terrorist support”™ list in
American Jihad.

His duplicity is no better epitomized than his statement at a hearing of the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States on July 9, 2003. He states, on the
record, “...it is critical to point out that militant Islam does not equal Islam. Islam as a
religion, Iike Christianity and Judaism, does not endorse violence (emphasis added).”*

His true feelings on Islam came out in the Match 1995 issue of Jewish Monthly. <. We
don't want to accept it because to do so would be to acknowledge that (Isfam)...sanctions
genocide, planned genocide, as part of its religious doctrine (emphasis added)."”’

52 Enc Boehlert, 'Iefrmm Under the Bed, S+ \I,O\‘ COM, March 5, 2002 at 2, available at
dex.h

B 1d. at 1.

3 Id. at 3.
5 4

3 Panel 111 of a hearing of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, Federal/ News
Service, July 9, 2003.

5 Supra note 4. See also Press Release, Institute for Public Accuracy, TERRORTSM ‘EXPERTS’: WHAT'S THEIR

RECORD?, August 19, 1998, available at hitp:/ /www.accuracy.org/press _releases/PR081998.htm.
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Other notable figures’ thoughts on The Investigative Project’s executive ditector:

Leslie Gelb, President Emetitus and Board Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign
Relations:

Mr. Gelb called Emerson a "grand inquisitor” for trying to censor a CFR publication.
(“Forward” Magazine, 5/10/96)™

Center for National Security Studies:

“...Steven Emerson has asserted that the FBI is severely restricted in infiltrating known
extremist groups, that it has no terrorism data base like the CIA's, and that it is powetless to
stop extremist groups from masquerading as "religious” groups. All of these claims are
incotrect.””

Charles W. Hall and Robert O’Harrow, Jr. of the Washingron Post, August 8, 1995:
Called Mr. Emerson a “...pro-Israel researcher and author...”®

The Jerusalem Post, September 17, 1994

Stated Mr. Emerson as having “close ties to Isracli intelligence.””

Former United States Congressman Paul Findley (R-IL, 1961-83)
“Because many Israelis see Islam as an enemy, Emerson seems constrained to see Islam as
his own enemy. ..

“...[And] deserts the truth in his zeal to mistepresent Islam as a barbaric, underground
movement..””

58 See also http:/ /xoww.blythe org/Intelligence/readme/85sum.

3 Center for National Security Studies, THE FBI DOMESTIC COUNTERTLERRORISM PROGRAM, April 26, 1995

available at hitp:/ [nsi.org/Tibra

Lerrorism /terpoley.

% Charles W. Hall and Robert O'Hartow Jr., Uirginia Man Suspected of Terrorism Known for Anonymity,
WASHINGTON POST, August 8, 1995 at B1.

61 Rachard H. Curtiss, Anti~Arab McCarthyism Heavy-FHanded Intimidation Fails to Deter Palestinian-American Charty,
WASHINGTON REPORT ON MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS, July 2000 at 23-25.

62 Congressman Paul Findlay, Emerson’s Jibad in America, W ASHINGTON REPORT ON MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS,

Mazch 1995 at 20, available ar hitp:/ /www.washington-report.org/backissues/0395/9503020.htm.
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The Truth About CAIR

Since CAIR was specifically invited to testify at this hearing, we can only assume that
the respected panelist from The Invesugative Project may level some of the same
fabrications that have been declared by their Executive Director. We feel as though it is
necessary to document some of the recurring and recycled smears by Mr. Emerson and his
likes against CAIR and American Muslims.

The following attacks are examples of the most common and widely disseminated
false attacks on American Muslims by Islamophobes. For putposes of this hearing, CAIR
has offered documented refutations of a few of the recurring defamatory, false and bigoted
statements made to date.

Since Islamophobes dedicate their careers to maligning Muslims, this is not a
comprehensive list of all the lies spread about the American Muslim community; howevet,
since we were not extended the courtesy of receiving the other witnesses’ testimony prior to
submutting our own for this hearing today, we would be happy to submit an addendum to
this testimony to address those lies as well.

Most of the following false statements can be found directly in an August 5, 1996
Wall Street Journal commentary™by The Investigative Project’s director and noted
Islamophobe, Steven Emerson.

MYTH: Mr. Emerson stated in the Wail Street Journal article that, ... A recent CAIR report
listed as a ‘hate crimes against Muslims’ the conviction of Mr. [Omar] Abdul-Rahman® [for
1993 World Trade Center bombing] and the arrest of Mr. [Mousa Abu] Marzuk...”®

FACT: In this commentary, Mr. Emerson is regurgitating the lies of his close friend and
fellow Islamophobe, Daniel Pipes. In an April 24, 2002 piece for The Jerusalem Post, Pipes
made virtually identical assertions as Emerson makes here. The same Pipes’ piece also
appeared in the April 22, 2002 edition of the tabloid New York Post.”

The only CAIR material that both Pipes and Emerson could possibly be referring to
is CAIR’s 1996 civil rights report entitled “The Status of Muslim Civil Rights in America”
There one paragraph in the 1996 report mentioning both Sheikh Abdul-Rahman and Dr.
Abu-Marzuk is the only mention of the two in the entire annals of official CAIR released
literatute.

8 See Steven Emerson, “Stop Ard and Comfort for Agents of Terror,” The Wall Sireet Journal, August 5, 1996,
section A, page 18, column 3 available at

hup://www.aeus.com/research/home? key=1062968365& session=29¢328a2-¢176.11d7-8224-
¢0a8645¢aa77.1.3240421165.340768.%20.0.0& state=&wchp=dGLbVib-

29kBW& md5=c0439h2ce26b18336df821a8b01562¢7 Also available at

hup:/ /yww freeman.org/m onhine/sep96/emersonhtm

6+ Shetkh Omar Abdel Rahman was one of those convicted for the 1993 World Trade Center Bombing 1n
October 1995,

& See supra note 43.

% Dansel Pipes, “Why Care about CAIR?” Jerusalem Post, April 24, 2002 at 8,

7 See also Arsalan T. Iftikhar, “Pipes Poisons Post’s Pages,” The New York Post, April 27, 2002 at 18,
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Regarding Dr. Abu-Marzuk’s trial, CAIR quoted his attorney, Stanley Cohen, as
saying that he thought “...the case against his client 15 political rather than criminal”® The
only mention of Sheikh Abdul-Rahman was that the “...lawyers defending Shaykh Omar
Abdel Rahman complain that his trial was far from free and fair.”®

Nowhere in the report does it refer to these cases either as a “travesty of justice” or a
“hate ctime.” Mr. Emerson’s reliance on his friend Daniel Pipes® false statements show the
veracity of his journalistic scholarship.

To prove that this is an outright lie, CAIR would be happy to provide a copy of the
page in question from the 1996 CAIR civil rights report to any interested parties.

MYTH: In a recent congressional hearing, Mr. Emerson proclaimed that, “.. [CAIR]
received some of its initial sced money from the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and
Development (HLFRD)...”"

FACT: This is an outright lie. Our otganization did not receive any seed money from
HLFRD. CAIR raises its own funds and we challenge Mr. Emerson to provide even a shred
of evidence to support his ridiculons claim. In fact, it is known that our DC headquarters
was funded largely by a loaned grant mortgage from the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), a
multinational financial institution similar in nature to the World Bank.

MYTH: “... [CAIR] has disseminated Hamas communiqués...””!

FACT: This may be one of the most ridiculous charges ever made by Emerson. This is 2
prima facie defamatory statement and since our incorporation in 1994, CAIR has never voiced
support for Hamas, let alone “disseminate” its “communiqués.”

CAIR’s communications director contacted James Taranto of The Wall Street Journal
editorial page to demand that the WJ] and Emerson produce evidence of these absurd
claims. Not surprisingly, no evidence or explanation was ever provided

Although this 1s not a comprehensive documentation of all the fallacious claims
made by Islamophobes, it was meant to show that The Investigative Project, led by Mr.
Emerson, is part of a greater problem. The continuous slander of American Muslim
organizations by so-called “experts” will do nothing to improve our countty ot the
international political arena. There only goal is to take certain that their myopic worldview
is not challenged by anyone; and anyone who does challenge their political beliefs will be
dishonored by any malicious means necessary.

8 See Council on American-Islamic Relations 1996 Report, “The Status of Muslim Civil Rights in the United
States,” 1996 at 8-9.

49 Id

7 See Testimony of Steven Emerson with Jonathan Levin before United States Senate Committee on
Governmental Affasrs, “Terrorism Financing: Origination, Organization, Prevention: Saudi Arabia, Terrorist
Funancing and the War on Terror,” July 31, 2003 at 39 avarkeble ar http:/ /www.senate.gov/ ~govt-

aff/ files/073103emertson.pdf

T See supra note 43,
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By attacking the more established and respected civil rights organizations within the
American Muslim community, these political instigators’ hatred and bigotty is, in effect,
unraveling a portion of the social fabric of Ametica.

Conclusion

As a community, we fully realize that every minority group who has sought political
and social empowerment in America has endured difficult petiods in their history in this
country.

We, the American Mushm community do not seek any special treatment; all that we
ask of our government is that we are afforded the same rights and privileges as any other
lawful citizens. To be unjustly targeted and attacked solely based on our religion o culture is
against everything that this country was founded upon. While we suppozt legitimate efforts
at law enforcement and protecting Ametrica from future attack, the constitutional protections
which have been in place for centuries must remain stoically intact. The forefathers of this
country fled their native land because of religious persecution and for a population to be
maligned because of their faith in the United States is completely antithetical to the
principles for which America stands.

The American Muslin community is a thriving and contributing portion of our
society. A Zogby International poll conducted in November 2001 showed that 58 percent of
Muslims in America are college graduates and 50 percent of Muslims earn in excess of
$50,000 annually.”

Even though we feel as though we are a community under siege at this time,
American Muslims would like to remind our fellow Americans that in the great legacy of
civil rights movements; those who seek to divide our nation on racial, religious or cultural
lines will fail miserably.

Let it be known that whether it is slander in the media, hate ctimes, unjust law
enforcement measures or unfortunate legislation, Muslims in America will persevere; and
when this chapter of American history finally concludes, our nation will be a better place
because of it.

Looking back at the historic legacies of the women’s rights movement, the tragic
internment of 150,000 Japanese Americans during World War II, and culminating with the
African-American civil rights movement of the 1960s, we realize that the reason that we
have our freedoms today is because there were those before us who wete willing to endure
great struggles to protect those rights. We, the American Muslim community, would like all
of our fellow Americans to know that we hope to follow in the brave footsteps of these
dignified communities and make America a better place to live for all.

2 Jane Lampman, Muslim in America, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, January 10, 2002 available at
./ /www.csmonitorcom/2002/0110/p15s1-lire html.
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Appendix A

Text of initial September 11" condemnation by American Muslim community

Copyright 2001 PR Newswire Association, Inc.
PR Newswire

September 11, 2001, Tuesday
SECTION: STATE AND REGIONAL NEWS
DISTRIBUTION: TO NATIONAL EDITOR
LENGTH: 231 words
HEADLINE: U.S. Muslims Condemn Terrorist Attacks
DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Sept. 11
BODY:
The American Muslim Political Coordination Council (AMPCC)*, today condemned
the apparent terrorist attacks in New York and Washington and offered condolences
to the families of those who were killed or injured.
The AMPCC statement read in part:
"American Muslims utterly condemn what are apparently vicious and
cowardly acts of terrorism against innocent civilians. We join with all
Americans in calling for the swift apprehension and punishment of th