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(1)

REVIEWING COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION REGULATORY ISSUES 

THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2004

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND FORESTRY, 

Washington, DC 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:05 a.m., in room 

SD–106, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Thad Cochran 
[Chairman of the Committee] presiding. 

Present or submitting a statement: Senators Cochran, Fitzgerald, 
Chambliss, Crapo, Harkin, and Conrad. 

STATEMENT OF HON. THAD COCHRAN, A U.S. SENATOR FROM 
MISSISSIPPI, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 
NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY 

The CHAIRMAN. Good morning. Welcome to the Committee’s 
meeting to review regulatory issues that are under the jurisdiction 
of the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. This commission 
regulates commodities futures markets including futures and op-
tions on agricultural, energy, and metal commodities, as well as on 
financial instruments such as interest rates and foreign currencies. 
The volume and value of exchange-traded futures and options and 
off-exchange or over-the-counter derivatives have grown tremen-
dously in recent years. These markets play an important price dis-
covery role and risk management role by helping market partici-
pants manage financial risk across a wide array of products and 
services. 

In recent years, the Federal Government has modified its regu-
latory approach in response to the growth and development of 
these markets. Largely following recommendations of the Presi-
dent’s working group on financial markets published in November 
1999, the Commodities Futures Modernization Act of 2000 moved 
away from a one-size-fits-all regulatory approach to a more flexible 
approach that is based on broad core principles. With the experi-
ence of nearly three-and-a-half years since its enactment this is a 
good time for the Committee to review the impact it is having on 
the current regulatory environment and the integrity of the com-
modities futures markets. 

To help us with that review I am pleased to welcome James E. 
Newsome, who is chairman of the commission, as our witness 
today. Jim Newsome is widely respected for his thoughtful and 
common sense leadership at the Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission. 
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A native of Plant City, Florida, Jim received his B.S. degree in 
food and resource economics from the University of Florida and his 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in animal science and agricultural econom-
ics from Mississippi State University. Dr. Newsome served as exec-
utive vice president of the Mississippi Cattlemen’s Association be-
fore joining the CFTC. He began serving as a commissioner on Au-
gust 10, 1998 and was nominated by President Bush and confirmed 
by the Senate to serve as chairman of the CFTC on December 20, 
2001. 

We appreciate very much your distinguished service and your 
presence before our Committee for this hearing today. You may 
proceed. 

STATEMENT OF JAMES E. NEWSOME, CHAIRMAN, COMMODITY 
FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION, WASHINGTON, DC 

Mr. NEWSOME. Thank you very much, Chairman Cochran. I ap-
preciate the opportunity to testify before you today on behalf of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission. I have submitted a more 
detailed statement for the hearing record which I will summarize 
for you this morning. 

Before I get started I would like to acknowledge my colleagues 
that are here today, Commissioners Walt Lukken and Sharon 
Brown-Hruska, and thank them for their continued support, lead-
ership and hard work at the commission, as well as I would like 
to recognize Barbara Holum, who retired from the CFTC at the end 
of 2003 after serving 10 dedicated years as a commissioner. 

Mr. Chairman, you instructed that the purpose of this hearing is 
to update the Committee on the regulatory issues before the com-
mission. To put things into context, I would like to begin by pro-
viding you with an overview of our progress in implementing the 
Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000, or the CFMA, 
which significantly amended the Commodity Exchange Act, and de-
scribe how the markets have evolved in response to that very im-
portant legislation. 

In recognition of several aspects, including the growing impor-
tance of the futures and options markets to the domestic and global 
economies, the need to lift restraints on the ability of exchanges to 
keep pace with rapidly developing technological advances, and to 
respond quickly to demands for new products, in the year 2000 
under the leadership of this Committee Congress rejected the one-
size-fits-all approach to regulation by passing the CFMA. The 
CFMA amended the Commodity Exchange Act to establish a struc-
ture which markets can choose to operate under varying levels of 
commission oversight, depending on the products traded, the type 
of system in which they are traded, and the sophistication of mar-
ket participants. Under this regulatory framework, exchanges are 
subject to broad core principles governing operational integrity 
rather than prescriptive rules. 

Over the three-and-a-half years since the CFMA was signed into 
law, the commission has concentrated its efforts on redesigning its 
regulatory programs to achieve the objectives of the statute. Our 
first task was to modernize the rules regarding trading facilities, 
both traditional and the new exempt markets permitted by the 
CFMA, and to establish guidance for new applicants in existing ex-
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changes on how to comply with the core principles. We also studied 
through hearings, roundtables and the solicitation of public com-
ment our regulations related to futures commission merchants, or 
FCMs, commodity pool operators, and other futures market inter-
mediaries, to identify areas where improvements could be made 
and were matters could be delegated to the National Futures Asso-
ciation. 

We devoted much of last year implementing a number of mod-
ernizations in this area ranging from registration relief for opera-
tors of certain pooled investment vehicles that restrict participation 
to sufficiently well-sophisticated persons, to affording FCMs greater 
operational flexibility so that they can provide their customers with 
more efficient trade executions. In both of those endeavors the 
Commission’s goal was to streamline and eliminate regulations 
where appropriate while keeping important market integrity and 
customer protections in place. It was hoped that these reforms 
would, among other things, encourage innovation by existing ex-
changes and market participants and lower the regulatory costs for 
new entry into the market, which in turn would result in a height-
ened level of competition that would benefit the marketplace as a 
whole. The indications thus far have been very positive. 

Some numbers will illustrate my point. In the short period since 
passage of the CFMA, the commission has approved eight new ex-
changes as designated contract markets, has accepted the registra-
tions of seven derivatives clearing organizations, some of which 
were existing clearinghouses serving other financial market sec-
tors, and several that were entirely new organizations not pre-
viously affiliated with any particular trading facility. 

In addition, the commission has received notices from 13 new 
ventures of their intent to operate exempt markets, three as ex-
empt boards of trade and 10 as exempt commercial markets. Do-
mestic futures and options volume has almost doubled over the last 
several years and reached over one billion contracts traded in 2003. 
New contract filings have increased more than 500 percent during 
this time period, and the regulatory delay in listing the products 
after filing has dropped from an average of almost 70 days in 1998 
to 1 day for 99 percent of the new contract listed last year due to 
the certification procedures now available to the exchanges through 
the CFMA. 

Relationships between exchanges and clearinghouses have shift-
ed, leading to market-driven clearing alliances. Certain over-the-
counter business is also now cleared, adding an important element 
of safety and soundness to this important sector of the economy. 
New and traditional exchanges alike have embraced technology 
and electronic trading has soared from less than 10 percent of the 
total volume in 1998 to almost 50 percent of the total last year, 
with expectations that this upward trend will continue. 

This modernized regulatory environment provided by the CFMA 
coupled with market demand has yielded more platforms, more 
choices and more competition than ever before, which has fostered 
capital efficiencies through new strategic alliances and has resulted 
in enhanced customer service and lower transactional fees. 

Another benefit to the markets and to the public that has re-
sulted from the CFMA was the clarification of the Commission’s ju-
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risdiction with respect to retail foreign currency, or forex trans-
actions. Following this important clarification in the law, the Com-
mission launched an intensive and aggressive enforcement initia-
tive to root out and prosecute unscrupulous operators of fraudulent 
forex bucket shops. The Commission also approved rules adopted 
by the National Futures Association last year that require their 
forex dealer members to take responsibility for the activities of un-
regulated solicitors that they may deal with. The Commission con-
tinues to work with the NFA and other market participants to 
identify ways in which our supervision of forex activity may be im-
proved. 

Since the passage of the CFMA, the Commission has filed 61 en-
forcement actions in the forex area and has been awarded civil 
monetary penalties totaling over $100 million as well as restitu-
tions and disgorgement judgments totaling more than $62 million. 
Many of these cases have resulted in additional criminal charges 
through the cooperative efforts of our division of enforcement and 
State and Federal criminal authorities. 

The Commission has also aggressively pursued those who manip-
ulated or attempted to manipulate the energy futures market. 
Since 2002, the Commission has opened dozens of investigations in 
this area which has resulted in 17 actions filed against 20 major 
energy companies and two individuals, and almost $200 million in 
civil monetary penalties collected to date. Mr. Chairman, I am 
happy to report that 97 percent of the energy investigations we 
opened in 2002 have been resolved. 

By moving frontline accountability for how markets operate and 
what they trade to the marketplace, the Commodity Exchange Act 
as amended by the CFMA, permits regulatory resources to be re-
focused on strong oversight, risk-based inspection, and swift and 
sure enforcement. It has been an exciting time to be at the Com-
mission and the futures industry as it has evolved and grown over 
the last several years. In my opinion, the new regulatory frame-
work brought about by the enactment of the CFMA has provided 
the intended results and has been a success. I would hope, there-
fore, that as reauthorization approaches any legislative amend-
ments that may be considered be approached cautiously and pur-
sued only after a full debate by all interested parties. The Commis-
sion looks forward to working with the Committee on that upcom-
ing project. 

I like to close, Mr. Chairman, by expressing how proud I am of 
the dedicated men and women that work at the Commission who 
have worked tirelessly over the last three-and-a-half years to mod-
ernize our regulatory framework to achieve the goals expressed by 
this committee and by the Congress, and to timely process the 
many new exchange and clearinghouse applications we have re-
ceived. We worked very hard to try and get things right. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the opportunity to testify before 
this committee and certainly am happy to answer any questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for your 
presence here and your continued diligent leadership at the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission. 

Let me ask you the first question and then I am pleased to yield 
to other Senators who have joined our hearing. You mentioned 
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changes that have been made under the Commodity Futures Mod-
ernization Act. It seems that this has been a success in terms of 
the growth of the markets, the strength of the markets. Is that an 
accurate impression? Do you think that the modernization act has 
contributed to the growth of the markets? 

Mr. NEWSOME. It has contributed greatly to the growth and ex-
pansion that we have seen in the marketplace over the last several 
years. Of course there are a number of factors that can be attrib-
uted to this growth, but certainly the flexibility that can be attrib-
uted to the Act to allow the marketplace to adapt to technology, to 
make business decisions on a quicker basis as compared to the 
CEA before the Commodity Futures Modernization Act is a big 
cause of the success and growth that we have seen in these mar-
kets. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let me ask you a follow up. Do you think the 
CFTC needs any additional authority, legal authority under the 
statute or resources to fulfill your regulatory responsibilities? 

Mr. NEWSOME. As we look at the two parts of that question I will 
address the authority to start with. One of the things that was so 
positive about the new Act was that it gave the Commission tre-
mendous flexibility. This committee and the Congress realized that 
these markets were changing rapidly and growing, that the ex-
changes and market participants had the need to adapt to new 
technology that was ever-changing. The flexibility that was pro-
vided to market participants was also provided to the CFTC so that 
we could adapt to changes in the marketplace. The flexible author-
ity that was provided to us through the CFMA was very useful to 
us. 

In terms of looking at new rules, at this point I do not see that 
there is any new authority that is needed by the Commission. In 
terms of looking at our enforcement authority, the Commission en-
joys very broad authority as it relates to the protection of cus-
tomers through anti-fraud and anti-manipulation provisions. They 
are always things that we are looking for to help strengthen that 
enforcement authority which we use as the primary preventive 
measure to wrongdoing in the marketplace. As we get into reau-
thorization I would love to sit down and look at what it may be 
some minor things. 

In answer to your question, we feel that we have very ample au-
thority from both the rule and enforcement standpoint. 

As we look at resources, the marketplace has grown very rapidly. 
The CFTC has been an excellent place to work. We have very dedi-
cated employees and staff at the CFTC. Ideally we look at a num-
ber of around 550 or the mid-500’s in terms of FTEs, is probably 
an ideal number for us. We are a bit below that right now, but that 
is because of choices that we made internally. We were very fortu-
nate from Congress last year in that we were one of the few non-
defense agencies that got an increase in our budget. We chose to 
use that increase to fund pay parity of which this committee and 
Congress also provided for us. I would say that pay parity has 
achieved its goal. We have stemmed the tide of people leaving the 
Commission to go to sister agencies so that has worked very, very 
nicely. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. I am pleased to yield to 
my friend and distinguished colleague from North Dakota, Senator 
Conrad. 

Senator CONRAD. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Thank 
you for holding this hearing, and thank you for the role you played 
in getting Mr. Newsome as the chairman at CFTC. By all accounts, 
Mr. Newsome, you are doing an exceptionally good job there. Some-
times people come up here and we give them a going over, which 
sometimes is richly deserved. Not so often we say, job well done. 
From all reports you are a steady hand at the helm of the CFTC 
and we ought to commend you publicly for what you have done to 
help turn that agency around. It was in considerable turmoil, all 
of us know, and we appreciate what you have done to provide a 
steadying hand there. 

Mr. NEWSOME. Thank you, sir. 
Senator CONRAD. A couple questions. By the way, I noticed this 

article in Stocks Futures in the Options magazine about you. You 
were their honoree in 2003, and the headline on the article was, 
Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick. That is the tradition of Teddy 
Roosevelt who, as you know, had a ranch in my home State of 
North Dakota, who we are going to be honoring tomorrow in North 
Dakota announcing a coin that will be struck in his honor. He was 
known for speaking softly and carrying a big stick, so I am glad 
to see you are in that tradition, Mr. Chairman. 

A couple of quick questions if I could, Mr. Chairman. On the mad 
cow case from December that involved the cow from Canada, I un-
derstand that there were reports that the CFTC was investigating 
whether there were some that traded on inside information prior 
to USDA’s public announcement. I heard that when I held a hear-
ing in North Dakota from ranching interests in my State in a hear-
ing that was held in January. I would be interested if you have 
conducted such an investigation, and if so, is it complete and what 
are the findings? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Anything that happens in our futures market 
that is wrongdoing is very serious to us, but as a cattleman I pay 
particularly close attention to the cattle markets. Anytime there is 
the potential or alleged wrongdoing within the live cattle markets 
it is something that not only the Commission looks at closely but 
something that I take a personal interest in. 

We take very seriously allegations of leaked information or peo-
ple trading upon the information. That is something that we are 
looking at. In fact we are cooperating with the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for the District of Columbia on this investigation. The inves-
tigation is ongoing so I am very limited in terms of what I can say 
there. We do hope to finish that investigation up this summer. 

Senator CONRAD. I appreciate that. I would say this to you, Mr. 
Chairman. Ranchers in my State brought to the hearing, reports of 
unusual price movement before the USDA announcement. I must 
say it raised concern in my eyes of what happened. They had very 
carefully charted price movements before the official announce-
ment, and those price movements were clearly in one direction and 
they were clearly unusual. 

I hope very much that in fact this investigation is able to report 
to us what happened. Was there a leaked report or were people 
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simply anticipating? Did they have wind some way that USDA was 
going to make a determination? Because that really cannot be tol-
erated. That is the kind of thing that throws the credibility of the 
markets in question. 

A second quick question if I could, Mr. Chairman, is on the ques-
tion of international regulation. Your prepared statement describes 
how futures markets have become truly global in nature. We all 
see that. We see the movement very rapidly through electronic 
means of the flow of funds. I am interested in whether or not the 
CFTC has attempted to assess whether other nations have appro-
priate regulatory structures in place. More to the point, whether 
some kind of market meltdown overseas could affect our markets 
here. 

Mr. NEWSOME. The international arena and rules and regula-
tions in foreign jurisdictions are something that we spend a lot of 
time assessing and working with. We are members of the Inter-
national Organization of Security Regulators as is the U.S. SEC, 
and we meet regularly with the goal of looking at rules and regula-
tions, enforcement authorities in jurisdictions all around the globe 
in coming up with core principles that each jurisdiction can abide 
by, recognizing that differences in laws and differences in back-
grounds lead to more specific rules and regulations within any ju-
risdiction. Through IOSCO we work very hard to establish certain 
core principles that every financial jurisdiction around the globe 
can live by. 

We are participants in numerous memorandums of under-
standing with foreign jurisdictions for the need to share informa-
tion, particularly with regard to enforcement. If there is wrong-
doing within other jurisdictions that have had a negative impact on 
U.S. customers, we want to have the ability to get the information 
that we need and to work with our sister jurisdictions to bring 
charges if they are warranted. In most financial jurisdictions 
around the world we have very good working relationships. Those 
relationships are formalized through these MOUs and we are very 
comfortable that we can receive information and work with these 
other jurisdictions to bring enforcement actions if necessary, and 
we have used those MOUs to do just that in the past. 

With regard to a meltdown in other jurisdictions, that is some-
thing that we continually work on as well. As we look at this 
globalized market, I would use the example of the London clearing-
house which we recently designated as a designated clearing orga-
nization in the U.S. As a DCO registered by us, they are subject 
to the exact same rules and regulations of any clearinghouse that 
is housed here locally. U.S. customers have the same protection if 
their money is at the London clearinghouse as they would if it is 
at the Chicago Mercantile exchange clearinghouse. 

Again, we take very seriously the protection of U.S. customers 
and their funds, and those are things that as we are going through 
the designation process looking at new market participants we 
want to make sure that we can protect them to the same extent 
that we can protect them if their money was here in the U.S. 

Senator CONRAD. Let me be very specific, and this will be my 
final—I know, Mr. Chairman, you want to move on. 
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I have heard increasingly concerns about the standards in Carib-
bean banking centers and whether or not there is increasing vul-
nerability of the entire global system because of a lack of regula-
tion in those Caribbean banking centers, and that there is a con-
cern, a growing concern I am hearing from people in the financial 
world about derivatives that have very large potential liabilities 
and the flow of funds through Caribbean banking centers with re-
gard to those kinds of issues. Can you tell us if you have had an 
opportunity to take a special look at these Caribbean banking cen-
ters and whether or not we can be confident that they are being 
appropriately watched? 

Mr. NEWSOME. There is absolutely no question that there are ju-
risdictions that fail to meet the standards of IOSCO or the stand-
ards that we hold in the U.S. We continually look at jurisdictions 
all around the world, the Caribbean ones included. The pointed 
thing I could say at this point is that we have good news recently 
that jurisdictions in the Caribbean are becoming very sensitive 
about being pointed out as weak and they are asking to come to 
the table with the major jurisdictions around the world to try and 
strengthen their financial regulation so that they are not pointed 
out. 

One of the things that we have done through IOSCO is to create 
blacklists of jurisdictions that fail to meet appropriate standards. 
Countries who are on that blacklist are uncomfortable in being 
there. 

Senator CONRAD. Could you provide the Committee with that 
list? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, absolutely. I do not have it with me today. 
Senator CONRAD. I understand that, but if you could provide us 

with that. I would just say in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would 
hope that you would take an especially hard look once again at 
those Caribbean banking centers, because I am told by people who 
are knowledgeable that there are very grave questions about how 
closely they are being regulated, how closely they are being 
watched, and that there are irregularities there that ought to cause 
concern. 

Mr. NEWSOME. We are more than happy to do so. 
Senator CONRAD. I also want to recognize Mr. Sobba who is with 

you, who is a friend of longstanding, formerly with the cattlemen, 
formally with baseball, and a very good friend. I am glad to see 
that he is on your staff as well. 

Mr. NEWSOME. I am very fortunate to have him as a member of 
our team. 

Senator CONRAD. Thank you. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Chambliss. 
Senator CHAMBLISS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I know Mr. 

Sobba too, Senator Conrad. You do have a terrific staff, chairman 
Newsome. Let me just take a minute to commend you also, just 
like Senator Conrad. You stepped into a tough situation, but no-
body could have done a better job. You have been very available 
to members on both sides of the Capitol and have been willing to 
work with us on a number of tough issues that you have been fac-
ing and I commend you for that. 
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It is also nice to have somebody out there testifying for whom I 
do not need an interpreter, so I am pleased from that standpoint 
too, from the standpoint of where you come from. 

I just have one question and that is, one issue that we worked 
very long and hard with you on, took us several years to complete 
it, was the pay parity issue. I would like to hear some comments 
from you for the record about how that pay parity is working rel-
ative to your ability to hire and have folks continue to work with 
you at CFTC. 

Mr. NEWSOME. Senator, as you know because we worked very 
closely with you, very closely with Chairman Cochran on that issue 
a couple years ago, and from an internal standpoint there was no 
bigger issue to us because we were almost double the Government 
average in terms of our turnover of very experienced staff at the 
Commission leaving and going to sister agencies who were not 
bound by the standard Government pay. As you know, they are al-
ways people in the Government leaving to go to the private sector 
and that is understandable. When the vast majority of them are 
leaving to go to sister agencies, that is difficult for us to deal with, 
particularly when the markets that we oversee are very complex 
and technical and it is difficult to hire and train people within our 
area, so that loss was becoming devastating to us. 

Since the implementation of pay parity we have now moved 
below the Government average in terms of turnover, so it has been 
a big success to us. We have not been able to use it so much from 
a hiring standpoint yet because of tight resources. In fact we are 
in the middle of a hiring freeze right now, but my expectation is 
that when we have the ability to start hiring again that our pay 
standards will be a huge benefit to us as they have been with re-
taining key staff. 

Senator CHAMBLISS. I am glad to hear that have attempted for 
the greater appeared during thank you. 

Senator CRAPO. Good. I am glad to hear that and again, thanks 
for the great job you are doing. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Crapo. 
Senator CRAPO. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and chair-

man Newsome, I appreciate your attendance here. I also want to 
extend my thanks to you for the tremendous work that you are 
doing. I have appreciated working with you on a number of issues 
over the years and have found you to be not only very responsive 
but very capable in helping us to address the critical issues we deal 
with. 

As you know, derivatives is on of the critical issues that I have 
been very involved in with you, and although we do not have a leg-
islative issue dealing with it immediately before us right now, it is 
one that is constantly on the radar screen. 

I just would like you once again, if you would, to share with me 
your thoughts about whether you believe that the way that we 
manage derivatives and the utilization of derivatives in our econ-
omy is something that is beneficial to our financial system and 
something that helps make our economy more resilient. 
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Mr. NEWSOME. Senator, I am more than happy to. First of all, 
The importance of derivatives to this economy grows every day. 
The ability to manage risk becomes more and more important. Ob-
viously we have had that capability in the business sector for a 
number of years, but finally more and more in the business com-
munity are learning not only the benefits of the use of derivatives 
but how to use those derivatives as a hedge against real risk. 
Chairman Greenspan has pointed out on numerous occasions the 
tremendous benefits of derivatives and risk management to the 
economy and the business sector and that will continue, and it will 
continue to grow, both on exchange and over-the-counter. 

The over-the-counter business has grown very rapidly over the 
last 10 years, but over the last several years the exchange-traded 
growth has been outstanding. I mentioned earlier that over roughly 
a 4-year period we have seen volume in on-exchange futures and 
options business double to the point that over a billion contracts 
were traded last year. There is no question that these products and 
these contracts are a tremendous benefit. 

The regulatory structure in the United States through the pas-
sage of Commodity Futures Modernization Act reaches an appro-
priate balance, a balance between giving businesses, exchanges and 
firms the flexibility to be creative and somewhat unencumbered by 
the Government as they develop business plans that are best for 
them and their customers versus the very strong enforcement ap-
proach that we have taken as the deterrent to wrongdoing versus 
lots of prescriptive rules. It is an exciting time to be in this busi-
ness. The Commodity Futures Modernization Act was the right leg-
islation at the right time. This committee and the Congress should 
be commended for your foresight in allowing that shift in the regu-
latory landscape because it has played a big role in the growth 
within the futures and derivatives business. 

Senator CRAPO. Thank you. I share your feelings about that and 
appreciate your work with us as we have dealt with these issues 
over the last little while. 

Just other question at that is, the legal certainty provisions in 
the Commodity Futures Modernization Act were intended by Con-
gress both to reduce the systemic risk and to promote financial in-
novation. That overall we have achieved both of those objectives 
through the Act. The one issue, which I am sure you are aware 
that we are still working on is the passage of the financial con-
tracts netting provisions in the pending bankruptcy bill. Now these 
provisions clarify the enforceability of early termination and net-
ting of financial contracts that were proposed by the President’s 
Working Group on which you are serving. 

Would you please comment on the importance of the netting leg-
islation? Specifically, do you think that it is advisable to separate 
the netting provision from the broader bankruptcy legislation and 
pass it separately in the Senate and the House to get to the Presi-
dent as soon as possible? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Senator, I am very supportive of that netting pro-
vision. In fact I have written to the Congress on three different oc-
casions now, twice as a member of the President’s working group 
and one, along with Pat Wood chairman of the FERC, to support 
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the netting provision. There is no question in my mind that every-
thing we can do to achieve legal certainty is beneficial and positive. 

I understand that as a portion of broader legislation, the netting 
provision has been non-controversial and has been supported by a 
wide range of Members of Congress on both sides of the aisle. In 
my estimation, whether it remains a part of a broader package or 
whether it is pulled out and passed on its own, it is important to 
do so and I would be supportive of that. 

Senator CRAPO. Thank you very much. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Fitzgerald. 
Senator FITZGERALD. Mr. Chairman, thank you and thank you 

for holding this hearing. 
Chairman Newsome, thank you for being here and I will add my 

applause to the long list that has been given for the job you have 
been doing at the commission. We really appreciate your help and 
hard work. 

I wanted to follow-up on what Senator Crapo asked you about. 
Maybe I am in a minority on this committee with respect to one 
issue as to whether or not the CFTC should have jurisdiction in the 
next CFMA that we do. I guess it will be coming up after I leave 
the Senate next year. 

It is interesting that the current law provides that derivative 
contracts are regulated if they deal with tangible goods that have 
a finite limit to them. We do not to regulate interest rate derivative 
contracts, for example, that banks trade amongst themselves, or 
that Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac may hedge its interest rate risk 
by buying interest rate swaps with Citibank or other large finan-
cial institutions. For agricultural commodities, for commodities 
with a finite quantity we do provide CFTC jurisdiction, with one 
exception, energy and metals contracts that are traded online. That 
appeared to me to be a special carve-out for Enron Online. 

The assets Enron Online have been bought by USB Warburg I 
believe, and there is also a company, the Intercontinental Ex-
change that trades energy and metal contracts online. I have al-
ways been curious, what is the public policy rationale for carving 
out energy and metal contracts that are traded online and saying 
they cannot be regulated by the CFTC? I do think we saw a lot of 
wash trades, did we not, on that Enron Online that you ultimately 
have been able to impose a fine on Enron Online. 

Who paid that fine, by the way? Or who is liable for that since 
Enron has gone bankrupt and they have sold Enron Online? 

Mr. NEWSOME. That is in bankruptcy court as we speak. 
Senator FITZGERALD. You did try to assess the fine on Enron? 
Mr. NEWSOME. They have agreed to a settlement of $35 million 

and that settlement itself is in front of the bankruptcy court now. 
Senator FITZGERALD. Did they challenge your ability to assess 

that fine? 
Mr. NEWSOME. No, the bankruptcy judge has not ruled yet with 

regard to that settlement with Enron. 
Senator FITZGERALD. We do not know, it is not yet shown wheth-

er you even have the authority to impose that fine in that case 
where they were clearly just engaging in a lot of wash trades, 
sometimes amongst themselves, Enron trading with its own sub-
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sidies to set an artificial price or to artificially boost their own reve-
nues. They were claiming all the revenues as revenues of their 
company even though they were all washed out with an equivalent 
sale. Enron claimed to be the seventh largest company in America. 
Really a lot of it was just wash trades through Enron Online. 

Mr. NEWSOME. Enron has agreed to the settlement and it is my 
understanding that the settlement is in front of the bankruptcy 
court not to decide whether it is a legitimate settlement but to de-
termine where it is in the line with what will be paid and what 
will not be paid. Enron has agreed with our authority in this area 
and agreed to that $35 million. Whether or not any of that money 
will ever flow to the U.S. Treasury or not is the question. 

Senator FITZGERALD. Now in the President’s Working Group, in 
their policy paper they put out before we drafted the last CFMA 
they said that tangible commodities with a finite quantity should 
be subject to the CFTC’s jurisdiction. They did not mention a spe-
cial carve-out for energy and metal contracts traded on an online 
exchange. Do you believe the President’s Working Group will this 
year put out a new policy paper calling for this special carve-out 
for energy and metal contracts online? If so, what would be the 
public policy rationale for separating energy and metal and saying 
that they do not have to be regulated if they are traded online, but 
if we trade anything else that is a tangible commodity with a finite 
quantity online we have to have some degree of regulation? 

Mr. NEWSOME. In terms of the President’s Working Group and 
any kind of a policy statement, that has not been on the agenda 
in quite some time. At least at this point, to my knowledge, there 
is nothing being done to change or adopt a new policy statement 
on behalf of the PWG. 

A couple of years ago after the collapse of Enron, we had a hear-
ing in front of this committee and there were two fundamental 
questions that were laid on the table. One was, should the over-
the-counter marketplace be regulated more similarly to the ex-
change-traded marketplace? I told this committee at that time that 
I did not think that it should and, Senator, I feel the same way 
today. 

When we look at the anti-fraud, and anti-manipulation provi-
sions of the act that are provided to the CFTC to deal the wrong-
doing in that area, that was the second part of the discussion we 
had that day was whether or not the CFTC actually has the au-
thority to go after wrongdoing in this area. I hope with the number 
of cases that we brought and the settlements over the last couple 
of years that we have settled that question, because at least that 
it is clear that we do have the ample authority to go after wrong-
doing in that marketplace. 

In terms of the oversight regulation, while there have been at-
tempts by the Congress to address that, in my opinion the market-
places are so very different in terms of the participants, the tech-
nology, the sophistication that it would be extremely difficult to try 
and take the type of regulatory oversight that we provide in an ex-
change-traded market and lay that over the electronic market that 
you mentioned, for a couple of fundamental reasons. The largest of 
which, the contracts traded on exchange, as you well know, are 
very standardized. The pricing information that we get from those 
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contracts that are transparent is very meaningful because everyone 
understands what the overlying terms and conditions of the con-
tracts are, and the contracts are set up as such so that the only 
thing you have to worry about when you are trading is the price. 
You know all the underlying terms and conditions. 

In the over-the-counter market that is not necessarily the case. 
My fear has been that if you tried to take the large trader reports 
that we use so successfully in the on-exchange market and get 
daily pricing information and position information from the over-
the-counter marketplace, because the underlying terms and condi-
tions of the contracts are different, that that pricing information, 
without knowing all the underlying terms, can actually have a neg-
ative impact upon the very markets we rely upon for price dis-
covery. 

What we are doing, and again from the enforcement standpoint 
we maintain that we have appropriate anti-fraud, anti-manipula-
tion authority. The one area that is of concern and has been a con-
cern to this committee and it is a concern to us is when a market, 
if an over-the-counter market gets to a point in terms of size, in 
terms of standardization that it has contracts that begin to serve 
a price discovery role, then certainly it is in the public good for that 
information to become more transparent. We are finalizing rules 
now that would allow for that transparency if the Commission 
makes a determination that a market has become a price discovery 
market, or its contracts are used in a price discovery role. That 
would include making the prices, daily volume, contracts, all trans-
parent to the public as well as any other information that the com-
mission determines we think would be useful. 

Senator FITZGERALD. I know my other colleagues have questions. 
One final question, Mr. Chairman. 

I understand that you are conducting a review of the self-regu-
latory framework that we have, and I know that you have not re-
leased your report yet. Would you have any preliminary observa-
tions or thoughts on the results of the study you are undertaking 
and the effectiveness of our system of self-regulation both on the 
exchanges and with outside associations that have been set up to 
offer their services as a regulator, self-regulator? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir, I would be more than happy to. I would 
initially say that I announced our review of the self-regulatory 
structure prior to information being made public on the security 
side that created quite the uproar there. We did not start our re-
view based upon anything negative happening or as a response to 
a crisis. I simply felt that for 20 years our SRO structure in the 
futures business has worked very well. It had been 20 years since 
we had looked at it, and a lot of changes have taken place in the 
business with new market participants, new technology, and I felt 
that it was appropriate for us to conduct a review to make sure 
that the SRO structure continued to work as effectively today as 
it did when it was implemented. 

I am happy to say that we continue to believe that our SRO 
structure works very, very well and provides the kind of protections 
to the marketplace and the customers that we all expect that it 
should. We are continually that review. We hope to finish it within 
a matter of a couple of months. My expectation is that we are not 
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going to need to make very broad changes to the SRO structure be-
cause for the most part it continues to work extremely well. 

There are some areas that we can make some recommendations 
in to strengthen the SRO structure but it continues to work fine. 

Senator FITZGERALD. Thank you. That is very helpful. Will you 
release a report on that? Will it be published? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir. 
Senator FITZGERALD. We will look forward to that. 
Mr. Chairman, again thank you for doing this hearing. Chairman 

Newsome, thank you for being with us. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator Fitzgerald. 
Senator Harkin. 
Senator HARKIN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Again I 

apologize to you and the others for arriving late and I appreciate 
the opportunity to just make a short statement and ask chairman 
Newsome a couple of questions. 

First I would just like to commend Mr. Newsome on his work as 
chairman of CFTC implementing the Commodity Futures Mod-
ernization Act and pursuing enforcement actions against people 
who violate it. I have also appreciated the responsiveness of the 
CFTC to concerns raised by members of this committee. 

I continue to be concerned about whether the CFTC has really 
adequate authority to oversee energy markets. I know a lot has 
been discussed here about that. Energy swaps and derivatives have 
a far more direct linkage to consumer pocketbooks than other ex-
empt commodities such as metals. I believe the 16 energy enforce-
ment cases settled by the CFTC so far for over $200 million in fines 
demonstrates that the CFTC has the authority to punish wrong-
doing and the commission is using that authority. 

However, we need to make sure that the Federal agencies have 
the tools needed to detect and prevent the abuses from occurring 
in the first place, and I will have a question about that, especially 
given the fallout that it has for consumers. I also believe the Com-
mittee needs to take a look at the impact that increased global 
clearing links may have on the CFTC’s ability to regulate the U.S. 
derivatives markets. I know that Eurex has applied for approval of 
such a link. I have had people in talking to me about that. I guess 
the CFTC is currently considering that application. 

Increased global clearing could portend a significant change in 
the structure of our U.S. derivatives markets. I do not know that 
we fully understand what the ramifications of that might be but we 
ought to be thinking about what the ramifications of that would be. 

Mr. Newsome, I just have three questions. First, do you believe 
being short two commissioners is hampering the ability of the 
CFTC operate effectively? 

Mr. NEWSOME. No, sir, I do not. I would quickly say that the 
commission operates best when all the seats are full and we are 
able to share the ideas and thoughts of a full commission. From an 
operational standpoint having two empty seats has not impeded 
our ability to operate and do business. 

Senator HARKIN. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me to me if that is 
the answer of Mr. Newsome, then I see no reason why we have to 
continue with five. We ought to legislatively reduce the number of 
commissioners to three. We ought to save the taxpayers some 
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money. If the Commission can operate with three—and that is 
what you just said—and it does not hamper your ability, I will be 
introducing legislation, and I hope this committee will consider this 
year reducing it down to three, two of one party and one of an-
other. Obviously, if we do not need five, why have them? I guess 
that is it. 

Now I must say that we have two names down at the White 
House now. They have been sitting on them for over a year. The 
basic paperwork to move them has stalled; has not even begun. I 
always thought this was unfortunate for the Commission. If the 
commission can operate with three we ought to do it with three. 
We will save the taxpayers some money. 

Thank you, Mr. Newsome, we will just see if we can reduce that 
down to three then. This is one commissioner up this year. Obvi-
ously, we will not approve that commissioner to be extended. That 
will be the end of it right there. I can tell you, this is one Senator 
that will make sure that this person is not extended and we will 
get two of one party and one of another, regardless of who is Presi-
dent of the United States. 

I understand the CFTC and FERC have brought several enforce-
ment cases regarding illegal activities in the energy markets. 
Again, pertaining to what I said earlier, I want to know how can 
we do a better job of preventing the abuses in the energy deriva-
tives markets, not just going after them once it has happened. How 
do we prevent it? It seems that surveillance and continuous over-
sight are the hallmarks of successful programs that detect and ad-
dress abuses early. How can the CFTC do this for exempt commod-
ities like energy, for example, derivative products? How can we pro-
mote more transparency and openness in the energy markets? 

It is one thing to be able to go after them after it has happened, 
but it seems to me if we really want to protect consumers we have 
to have some way of preventing these in the first place. Any 
thoughts on that? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir, and I appreciate you bringing that point 
up, because there are several areas that deserve discussion. When 
the Enron collapse happened, the Commodity Futures Moderniza-
tion Act was almost brand new so a lot of the Act we had not had 
an opportunity to utilize. A very important part of the Act was that 
strong, swift enforcement was hoped that it would serve as a deter-
rent to wrongdoing in the marketplace. We have tried to use that 
enforcement authority as aggressively as we know how to use it, 
Senator, to bring charges against wrongdoers within this market-
place. 

The activity is just one of the prongs in the wheel. We have co-
operated and worked very closely with the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission that has primary responsibility in the cash mar-
kets. We worked very closely with the SEC. We worked very closely 
with the Justice Department, all as a part of the corporate fraud 
task force to cooperate together, to share information where we 
could, to bring the charges that all the agencies have brought over 
the last 2 years. It is my hope that since the Act was new, we had 
not had an opportunity to use it, the fact that we have used our 
enforcement authority as aggressively as we can will serve as a de-
terrent to wrongdoing in the future. 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 12:20 Oct 21, 2004 Jkt 093562 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 C:\DOCS\93562.TXT TOSHD PsN: TOSH



16

I know that we have spent quite a bit of time with FERC, and 
not only their staff but their commissioners have been to our office 
to look at our surveillance of the futures markets and the type of 
information that we provide and look at on a weekly basis. They 
are in the process of implementing a surveillance system them-
selves in the cash marketplace so that they hope that the informa-
tion that is provided to them in the cash markets, as the informa-
tion that is provided to us in futures markets, can serve as a deter-
rent to wrongdoing in the future as well. 

Senator HARKIN. Do you think that would be adequate? 
Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir, I do. 
Senator HARKIN. I am not so certain I agree with you on that. 

It might be a step in the right direction. It might help, but I am 
not sure that that alone would be adequate, but we might discuss 
that later on. 

The last thing I want to just—and I do not mean to prolong the 
hearing, Mr. Chairman, but what I said about Eurex’s application 
in my statement, that Eurex has applied before approval of a link, 
a global clearing link. If that has been discussed earlier I do not 
want to go over it again, but just tell us how you are thinking 
about approaching this? What does that portend for our derivatives 
markets here, how that is going to change things if that is ap-
proved? 

Mr. NEWSOME. That is a timely question because the Commission 
is reviewing that process and information today, particularly with 
regard to the Eurex application, so there are probably still more 
questions and answers at this point. We take very seriously our 
charge to protect customers and their funds. It has been our stance 
that if there is to be a clearing link in which U.S. customer’s funds 
could be placed in another jurisdictional clearinghouse, that we 
want to make sure that they are offered the same types of protec-
tions that they have here in the U.S. The way to do so is to require 
that if these types of clearing links are set up in which there is 
equal flow of customer funds back and forth that in most cir-
cumstances they are required to register as a designated clearing 
organization with the CFTC. 

We do have some history with regard to these types of clearing 
links. The Chicago Mercantile Exchange has a formal plan with 
Singapore that is somewhat shy of being a clearing link in the con-
text of what you asked about with Eurex. We just designated the 
London clearinghouse as a derivatives clearing organization. One of 
the things that comes about by that designation is that U.S. cus-
tomer funds are protected just as much as if they are in the Lon-
don clearinghouse as they are if they are at the clearing corpora-
tion in Chicago. They are offered the same rules and protections in 
either instance. 

It is our expectation now, based upon the business plan that 
Eurex has offered, that most likely they will be required to register 
as a designated clearing organization as well. If that is the case, 
then customers are just as protected as if their funds were in a 
clearinghouse here. 

Senator HARKIN. That is nice to know. 
One last thing. I was asked this question this morning. Some in 

the farm community feel there was an announcement or a leak by 
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the Bunge Corporation during the trading day. This has to do with 
soybean, soybean futures. 

It is lawful or appropriate for a company to make an announce-
ment or put information out while the market is open? It is lawful 
to trade or take a market position and then release information 
that would move the market? Could the managed release of infor-
mation constitute market manipulation? These are all things were 
asked about what Bunge did. They are so big and they made this 
announcement during the trading day and there is a lot of concern. 
Is it lawful for them to do that during the trading day? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir. The futures markets operate on informa-
tion and, obviously, fundamental information about the market-
place can move the markets. I am aware of the major move in soy-
beans yesterday. Our surveillance economists are currently looking 
at the information that was available in the marketplace yesterday 
to make a determination of whether or not the market moved 
based upon fundamentals or whether there was something else in-
volved. We have just started looking at that so I have very few de-
tails that I could provide this morning. 

Senator HARKIN. Would you please keep this committee advised 
and informed as you find this information out? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir. 
Senator HARKIN. I also again want to know—the other question 

I want answered is, it is lawful for a company of the size of Bunge 
to take a market position and then release information that they 
know will move the market, because they are so big? You see what 
I am saying? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir. 
Senator HARKIN. They take a market position, then they release 

the information which moves the market. 
Mr. NEWSOME. It is lawful for them to do so. Obviously, as a big 

grain company they know their business plans and what kind of 
risk that they have to manage, so we would be logical within the 
marketplace for them to take a position to try and manage that 
risk. 

Typically in the market, even without them announcing it, as 
people see them starting to move in a particular direction or start-
ing to take particular positions, the others in the pit figure out 
quite quickly that something is going on and they react to that. 
That would be relatively normal within the trading pits. 

Senator HARKIN. Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Newsome. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Again, I just want to repeat for emphasis sake that it looks like 

we are on the road to having three commissioners, which if that 
works, that is fine; we save the taxpayers some money. I just want 
to make it clear that if that is the case then whoever is up—I guess 
there is a vacancy this year—I will use my position to make sure 
that that person is not reappointed and that we have a balance re-
instituted with two and one. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Senator, for your participation in the 

hearing. 
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Mr. Chairman, let me ask you about the enforcement record of 
the Commission with respect to the energy area. Several senators 
have brought that up this morning and it is important for us to in-
clude in the record, if you can help us in this respect, a list or a 
summary of the enforcement actions that have been taken by the 
commission on energy trading and that general area that has been 
the subject of some questions this morning. I hope it will show us 
clearly whether or not the commission has been able to use its au-
thority under the law to punish, through fines or other sanctions, 
wrongdoing in this area by energy traders. 

Is that possible for you to be able to provide that for the record, 
or do you have a written summary of that that can be provided to 
the Committee this morning? 

Mr. NEWSOME. I do not have a summary in front of me, Mr. 
Chairman, but I can very easily provide you with a list of all the 
companies and the sanctions and the fines within the energy sector 
that we have brought thus far and would be more than happy to 
do so. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is probably human nature to assume that in 
the lawmaking process that we have the power to prevent 
lawbreaking by passing a law. What we can do is punish those who 
break the laws, but it is very difficult to legislate no wrongdoing 
in a certain area, by an industry or by individuals. It is an inter-
esting challenge that we face. Just by giving a Federal agency or 
a Commission such as the CFTC power to regulate an industry or 
an activity, does not mean that we endow you with a power to pre-
vent wrongdoing. You agree with that as a general approach to the 
power of lawmakers and regulators? 

Mr. NEWSOME. I agree completely with that. It was clear to me 
that under the CFMA that the strong and broad enforcement au-
thority that is provided to the commission was to be used as a de-
terrent to wrongdoing in these markets. We have taken that charge 
seriously and we have used our enforcement authority as aggres-
sively as we can to try and prevent wrongdoing in the future. 

The CHAIRMAN. How would you assess the effectiveness of the ac-
tions by the commission in acting as a deterrent or having your ac-
tions act as a deterrent? Do you have, on the basis of your observa-
tions during your term as chairman of the Commission, any opin-
ions about whether that has been an effective deterrent? 

Mr. NEWSOME. To this point it has, but time will be the great 
determiner of whether or not it has had a real deterrent. I do know 
that our aggressive activity in the enforcement area has created 
lots of changes within the energy OTC business. Those that are 
still involved in this business have made great changes to their 
business plans, the way that they trade, the way that they conduct 
themselves. We have even seen a number of the companies get out 
completely of the energy trading business. That was somewhat 
hurtful to the business for a while because credit availability was 
slim, liquidity dried up in many areas. 

That leads me to another point in the Act in terms of clearing 
over-the-counter contracts. The Act envisioned that. The Commis-
sion has allowed it, and now we have quite active clearing of over-
the-counter energy markets. 
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Anyway, back to the original point, a lot of changes have taken 
place. A lot of the major banks have stepped in to fill the void that 
energy companies that exited the market created and now we are 
seeing trading volume and liquidity in the energy area increase 
with different players and with different business plans. The 
changes that were made internally by energy companies have been 
positive. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do you think the integrity of the trading busi-
ness in the energy area has improved over the last year? 

Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir, I sure do. 
The CHAIRMAN. As a direct consequence of the action of this com-

mission? 
Mr. NEWSOME. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. In looking forward next year when we come to 

the reauthorization process, do you have any early suggestions to 
make as to areas where we should start our work now thinking 
about how to improve or make the Act even more effective than it 
has been in the past? 

Mr. NEWSOME. I do not at this point. This is an area that we 
have just started really thinking about at the Commission and I 
would simply say that I look forward to working with this com-
mittee as we move forward. As we identify or come up with any 
areas we certainly will be quick to share them with this committee. 
The CFMA, as you well know, Mr. Chairman, was developed over 
a 2-year period with very intensive work by this committee and the 
House Agriculture Committee, continues to serve as well today as 
it did when it was passed. 

The fact that so much time was put on the CFMA and that it 
is such outstanding legislation, negates the need for very broad-
reaching legislation this time around. There may be some areas or 
some tweaks that can be changed to benefit the act, but I simply 
look forward to working with this committee as we move forward 
on it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Your advice and counsel is very important for us 
and your performance has shown that you have brought to the 
Commission a seriousness of purpose and a calm, thoughtful ap-
proach to the responsibilities that have paid off, not only in terms 
of the effectiveness of the work of the Commission but the restora-
tion of integrity in our markets. I congratulate you for a job well 
done. We appreciate your service. 

Mr. NEWSOME. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Newsome can be found in the ap-

pendix on page 22.] 
The CHAIRMAN. With that, our hearing is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:13 a.m., the Committee was adjourned.] 
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