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(1)

SARBANES-OXLEY AT FOUR: 
PROTECTING INVESTORS AND 

STRENGTHENING MARKETS 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES, 

Washington, D.C. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:10 p.m., in room 

2128, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Michael G. Oxley 
[chairman of the committee] presiding. 

Present: Representatives Oxley, Baker, Bachus, Royce, Kelly, 
Biggert, Fossella, Feeney, Brown-Waite, Neugebauer, Price, 
McHenry, Campbell; Frank, Kanjorski, Maloney, Watt, Hinojosa, 
Scott, Davis of Alabama, and Cleaver. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. Consistent 
with the rule 3(f)2 of the rules of the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices for the 109th Congress, the Chair announces that he will limit 
recognition for opening statements to the Chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the full committee, the Chair and ranking minority 
member of the Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insurance, and 
Government-Sponsored Enterprises, or to their respective des-
ignees, for a period not to exceed 16 minutes, evenly divided be-
tween the majority and minority. Prepared statements of all mem-
bers will be included in the record. The Chair now recognizes him-
self for an opening statement. 

Good afternoon. This will likely be the final time I am chairing 
the Financial Services Committee, and the subject is most appro-
priate: the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. You may have heard of that. Al-
though it is named for two chairmen, it is the product of our legis-
lative process. Senator Sarbanes and I have received both credit 
and blame in approximately equal doses, actually more blame prob-
ably. Nevertheless, Sarbanes-Oxley was necessary given the sub-
stantial damage both to our capital markets and to individual in-
vestors. 

The day I took office on July 21, 1981, Americans were faced 
with skyrocketing inflation and an Israeli-Lebanese conflict. Then-
Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Voelker testified that day before 
the House Banking Committee and said, ‘‘Dealing with inflation is 
essential to our future wellbeing as a Nation.’’ The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average closed at 934; the S&P 500 at 128. At that time, 
6.9 million households invested in mutual funds. Mutual funds had 
total assets of $241 billion. 
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Since that day, the American investor and our capital markets 
have weathered many events: the insider trading scandals and the 
savings and loan debacle in the mid- and late 1980’s; the deflation 
of the Internet and telecom bubbles; and the 9/11 terrorist attacks; 
and perhaps the most daunting crisis for the American investor, 
the largest corporate scandals in American history in the inaugural 
years of this century. 

Congress’s response to these scandals was the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act, signed into law on July 30, 2002. With this legislation, Con-
gress set about restoring investor confidence in our capital markets 
by strengthening the financial reporting and generally raising the 
bar in our public companies. 

Nearly every provision in the Act can be tied to improving the 
accuracy and reliability of corporate disclosures, which is at the 
heart of the Federal securities laws. Sarbanes-Oxley requires more 
timely and complete disclosure of material information and under-
scores the duties of the individuals and entities monitoring finan-
cial reporting from management and boards of directors to audit 
committees and auditors. 

I believe that the Act has been a success. More Americans than 
ever are invested in the market. Over 53 million households own 
mutual funds, a nearly ninefold increase from my first day on the 
job. Americans now have $9.5 trillion invested in mutual funds, 35 
times as much as in 1981. 

Today the Dow Jones Industrial Average and the S&P 500 are 
near their all time highs, and we have indeed become a Nation of 
investors. The Act, though, is still in its implementation stage, par-
ticularly for the most criticized of the provisions, Section 404, re-
quiring management’s report on internal controls and an auditor’s 
assessment of this report. 

I must note that Section 404 was not in the original House 
passed bill. So maligned is this provision that some are using it to 
try to impede the New York Stock Exchange/Euronext merger or 
to try to disrupt other potential cross-border exchange transactions, 
claiming that the Act will apply to companies listed solely in Eu-
rope, a claim that is simply false. Sarbanes-Oxley always has ap-
plied only to companies listed in the United States. 

Ironically, Section 404, surely the most costly provision from the 
company’s perspective, may be one of the most beneficial to inves-
tors. Companies—the board of directors, audit committees, and 
management—are more engaged in ensuring a proper system of in-
ternal controls over financial reporting. In a corporate board mem-
ber survey, 81 percent of senior executives reported Section 404 
compliance as a success, and 76 percent of senior executives believe 
Section 404 compliance has motivated improved internal controls. 
Stronger financial reporting benefits investors, and improved ac-
counting transparency fortifies our capital markets. 

That being said, Section 404 has proved costlier than originally 
anticipated. I continue to believe that these costs are due not to the 
text of the Act but to an overzealous implementation of these inter-
nal control provisions. 

I commend our witnesses today, our former colleague, Chris Cox, 
Chairman, of course, of the SEC, and Mark Olson, Chairman of the 
Public Company Accounting Oversight Board, for leading efforts in 
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making this implementation effective and cost-efficient. I support 
their bold intentions to revise Auditing Standard No. 2 to provide 
further implementation and guidance to public companies and their 
auditors. I look forward to hearing their views on these efforts as 
well as the impact of Sarbanes-Oxley on investor confidence. 

With that, I yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. FRANK. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I think it is appropriate that you be presiding at your last hear-

ing on the legislation which bears your name, because I think it is 
an important part of the legacy that is built of bipartisanship and 
of sensible regulation, regulation that is market-enhancing rather 
than interfering with the market. I think that ought to be our 
watch word. 

This is legislation written to help the market work better and 
that, I think, is the role that we should be trying to fulfill when 
it is necessary to do something and possible to do it in this way. 

I also support your view that much of the criticism has been 
overborne. I was struck recently by an article, I think, in the New 
York Times, that a number of private companies not legally man-
dated to follow Sarbanes-Oxley are finding it useful to adopt some 
of the procedures, that they find this enhances their reputation, 
that this enhances their ability to deal with a whole range of other 
parties, lenders, customers, potential partners and venturers and 
others. 

I do agree that there is now some need for change, and I have 
to say, if having enacted something this far-reaching—and I can’t 
claim a lot of credit for this. I was not the ranking member at the 
time. Former colleague John LaFalce was, and he deserves a great 
deal of credit because he was a leader, as you know, Mr. Chairman, 
in that effort with you. But as I look at this, it would be very sur-
prising if we had gotten it 100 percent right the first time in a 
somewhat new area. So, clearly, there is room for change. 

I do believe that the essential legislative structure is sufficiently 
flexible, so there is no need for legislative change. And you and I 
have had conversations with both of our witnesses, and I think 
there clearly is enough flexibility in the statute as written for the 
SEC and PCAOB to be able to make the adjustments that are nec-
essary. 

This can be made less burdensome without in any way compro-
mising its core purpose. I look forward to our witnesses being able 
to do that in their respective agencies, and my hope is that, early 
next year at some point or next spring, we will see some revisions 
that they have both put through that will make this more flexible; 
as I said, less of a burden but without any serious imposition. I 
think some of the burdens have been exaggerated, but I think, in 
some cases, more has been required of people than we ought to be 
requiring, but in a framework which allows them to cut back on 
some of the excessive rules and regulations without compromising 
the core. 

So I am glad that we are having this hearing in which we can 
reinforce what I believe is a consensus view in the Congress, not 
unanimous, but representative of a very large number of us, and 
I look forward to their doing it. Thank you. 

The CHAIRMAN. I thank the gentleman. 
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The chairman of the subcommittee is running late, so we will 
recognize the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Kanjorski. 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Chairman, just over 4 years ago, after a 
tidal wave of corporate scandals, we adopted the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act. We are meeting today to review the effects of this landmark 
law on our capital markets. I believe that it has strengthened cor-
porate responsibility, improved auditing results, and enhanced in-
vestor confidence. 

Since the enactment of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, however, we 
have regularly heard complaints from some parties about the cost 
of complying with the law. In particular, the statute provisions re-
garding internal control audits have become the subject of an ex-
tensive public debate. I would therefore like to focus my comments 
this afternoon on this area of the law. 

We designed Section 404 to require publicly-traded companies 
and their auditors to assess a firm’s policies, practices, systems, 
and procedures to prevent abuse, protect against fraud, and ensure 
proper accounting. This provision also requires companies to report 
any material weaknesses in these internal controls—and work to 
fix those problems—before financial reporting failures occur. This 
mandate helps public corporations to decrease their risk of future 
stockholder losses. 

As I noted last year when we reviewed these matters, Section 
404 has another important benefit: This provision is helping execu-
tives to better understand the financial reporting shortcomings 
within their companies, allowing them to recognize the nature of 
the problems earlier and adopt reforms and accounting procedures 
expeditiously. This work also is helping to provide important assur-
ances to the senior officers of public companies who now must sign 
statements attesting to the accuracy of their financial statements 
under Section 302 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. 

In May, the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board and 
the Securities Exchange Commission announced the steps that 
they would take to improve the implementation of Section 404, par-
ticularly for small public companies. Hopefully these efforts will re-
sult in the establishment of a ‘‘roadmap’’ that provides smaller 
companies and their auditors with the tools needed to achieve the 
benefits of strong internal control without unnecessary cost. 

In addition to addressing questions about Section 404 implemen-
tation, I hope that our distinguished witnesses will examine an-
other budding issue: how the Sarbanes-Oxley Act affects listed 
companies when an American exchange like the New York Stock 
Exchange or NASDAQ purchases or merges with a foreign one. I 
would also like to know the thoughts of our expert witnesses about 
what reforms, if any, we should adopt to protect investors in our 
increasingly interconnected international capital markets. Is it, for 
example, timely to consider the creation of an international securi-
ties framework? 

In closing, Mr. Chairman, today’s hearing is a fitting way to end 
your Congressional career. As the Public Company Accounting 
Oversight Board and the Securities and Exchange Commission 
work to implement the law that bears your name, it is appropriate 
for us to review their progress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
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We now turn to our distinguished witnesses. Chairman Cox, we 
will begin with you. 

STATEMENT OF HON. CHRISTOPHER COX, CHAIRMAN, U.S. 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 

Mr. COX. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member 
Frank, and members of the committee. I very much appreciate 
being invited to testify on behalf of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission concerning the impact of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 
2002. As you know, I have submitted formal written testimony that 
has been approved by the entire Commission. With your permis-
sion, I would like at this moment to summarize that testimony and 
also to add a few of my own thoughts. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection. 
Mr. COX. As I mentioned, I am especially pleased to be here, but 

particularly so because I am sitting next to Chairman Mark Olson 
of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board. We are work-
ing together very closely to implement the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. 

On this fourth anniversary, I would like to begin by recognizing 
the leadership of this committee under Chairman Oxley, Ranking 
Member Frank, and Ranking Member LaFalce. When President 
Bush issued his 10-point plan to improve corporate responsibility 
and to protect America’s shareholders on March 7, 2002, in the 
wake of the collapse of Enron, this committee put forward a blue-
print that contained many of those elements. Most of the essential 
provisions of this committee’s legislation were included in the con-
ference report in the final Sarbanes-Oxley Act. 

As a member of this committee, at the time, I well remember the 
significant work that preceded the drafting of the legislation, in-
cluding extensive hearings and the considerable effort that you led 
to shepherd the bill through the legislative process. I particularly 
remember the House-Senate conference and the immediately evi-
dent significance of the eventual product, the most sweeping mod-
ernization of our system of securities regulation since the initial en-
actment of the Federal securities laws more than 70 years ago. 

Even though it has only been 4 years since the passage of Sar-
banes-Oxley, the law has done already what few other Congres-
sional enactments can claim: It has entered the popular culture. It 
has its own acronyms, its own nicknames, SOX and Sarbox. It has 
its own devoted Web sites, including an advice column titled, Dear 
Ms. Sarbox. 

But most impressive by far is that, in addition to having 
spawned an entire industry of books and seminars, SOX now has 
its own dummies book: Sarbanes-Oxley for Dummies. Mr. Chair-
man, the SEC and the PCAOB have been working hard to make 
404 compliance easier and less expensive, but it would seem that 
the marketplace has once again innovated more quickly than the 
government and delivered the desired result for a mere $14.95, and 
unlike the Commission’s guidance, this has cartoons. 

But surely this is a welcome sign not only that SOX has achieved 
iconic status but also that its precepts have entered the popular 
culture. With this publication, it has joined the ranks of many 
other enjoyable and popular pastimes, as evidenced by such titles 
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as Wine for Dummies, Poker for Dummies and Formula One Rac-
ing for Dummies. Those are real titles. 

The thrust is that, for many good reasons, the legislation we are 
meeting here today to discuss has had a very positive effect on cor-
porate governance and on accounting transparency in America. We 
have come a long way since 2002. Investor confidence has recov-
ered. There is greater corporate accountability. Financial reporting 
is more reliable and transparent. Auditor oversight is significantly 
improved. 

The legislation that this committee produced 4 years ago under 
your leadership, Mr. Chairman, has helped make that happen. The 
Act is not perfect in every respect, but the vast majority of its pro-
visions are net contributors to the Nation’s economic health. Those 
parts of Sarbanes-Oxley that aren’t working as well as they should, 
notably Section 404, could be made to work better through better 
implementation. Chairman Olson and I are hard at work on that. 

But before providing an update on the Commission’s efforts to 
provide better implementation of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, I would 
like to highlight a little-noticed fact. While competitors in other 
countries are using Sarbanes-Oxley as a reason for foreign compa-
nies to list in their jurisdictions, many of those same countries are 
adopting provisions of the Act as part of their own regulatory re-
gimes. 

As we consider the effect of Sarbanes-Oxley on U.S. competitive-
ness, it is important to keep in mind how broadly many of its provi-
sions have been taken up overseas. It would appear, 4 years later, 
that America’s approach is not unique; we have just been early 
adopters. Of course, each country has implemented these reforms 
in slightly different ways, depending on their national legal system, 
on their market conditions and on other factors. But it is remark-
able how similar so many of their reforms are to those passed by 
the Congress 4 years ago. 

Let me give you just some of the examples. Governments in 
major markets around the world have established independent 
auditor oversight bodies like the PCAOB. For example, the Euro-
pean Union recently adopted a directive requiring all EU member 
states to create an auditor oversight body. There is now widespread 
agreement that to improve audit quality, the auditor oversight 
body should be independent of the industry they oversee. 

Other major capital markets have also recognized the conflict of 
interest that some non-audit services create and the need to place 
restrictions on these services to improve audit quality. The Euro-
pean Union, United Kingdom, France, Hong Kong, China, Japan, 
Australia, Canada, and Mexico have all passed reforms requiring 
mandatory audit partner rotation, although they vary regarding 
the details about how this rotation works. 

Audit committee independence is another increasingly common 
theme around the world. United Kingdom, Hong Kong, Australia, 
Canada, and Mexico have all introduced reforms since 2002 requir-
ing all members of the audit committee to be independent of man-
agement. A number of countries have even adopted requirements 
similar to the first half of the controversial Section 404 of Sar-
banes-Oxley which requires management to do its own assessment 
of the company’s internal controls over financial reporting. Several 
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countries, including the United Kingdom, Australia, and Hong 
Kong have adopted a comply-or-explain approach to a management 
assessment. 

Japan, France, and Canada all now have legislation or regulation 
requiring a management assessment of internal controls. Still oth-
ers, such as Mexico, have corporate governance codes that rec-
ommend having a management assessment of internal controls. 

The problems that we have experienced implementing Section 
404 arise from the regulatory interpretation of the second half of 
this provision, the part that requires an auditor attestation to man-
agement’s assessment, and just as in America, that aspect has 
proven more controversial abroad than the assessment itself. 

Despite the controversy, however, several other jurisdictions 
have adopted some variant of this requirement. For example, the 
United Kingdom requires auditors to report on a comply-or-explain 
basis if they believe management’s assessment is unsupported. In 
China, France, and Japan, there are now rules requiring an audi-
tor’s evaluation of management’s report on a company’s internal 
controls but with some differences in the manner in which the eval-
uation is to be conducted that make it far less costly. 

Some countries, including Brazil and Australia, require an eval-
uation but don’t require that the evaluation be made public. In-
stead, they require the auditor to report the evaluation to the 
board. 

Another trend is for corporate governance codes to include a non-
binding recommendation for auditor evaluation. That is done in 
Germany and in Mexico. Still other jurisdictions, such as Canada, 
are taking a wait-and-see approach to determine the impact of the 
auditor attestation requirement here in the United States. 

Not only with respect to Section 404, but with the entirety of 
Sarbanes-Oxley, the SEC will continue to work with other regu-
lators around the world to encourage effective regulatory standards 
that promote capital formation, job creation and economic growth 
while at the same time offering a high degree of investor protec-
tion. 

As the Congress full well appreciated when it passed Sarbanes-
Oxley, these aren’t inconsistent goals, but rather, they are highly 
complementary ones. Since President Bush signed the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act in 2002, the Commission has completed nearly 20 
rulemakings and studies that were mandated by the Act. And since 
2004, the legislation has resulted in the largest public companies 
representing over 95 percent of the total U.S. market capitalization 
becoming subject to all of these new rules mandated by Sarbanes-
Oxley. 

The Section 404 requirements, as I have said, have gotten by far 
the most attention, but I would like to mention some of the specific 
improvements that have profoundly and positively affected cor-
porate America, public investors and the important work done 
every day by the Commission throughout the rest of the Act. One 
of the principal objectives of the Act was to improve executive re-
sponsibility and the tone at the top in America’s public companies. 
We can credit two sections of the Act in particular for helping to 
achieve that objective, Sections 302 and 906. A fraudulent Section 
302 certification is subject to civil enforcement by the Securities 
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and Exchange Commission, and a fraudulent Section 906 certifi-
cation is subject to criminal enforcement by the Department of Jus-
tice. These dual certification requirements are designed to ensure 
that the company’s top leaders are personally involved in the dis-
closure process. 

It is one of the hallmark accomplishments of Sarbanes-Oxley 
that we now have the corporate equivalent of President Truman’s 
oft cited aphorism: ‘‘The buck stops here.’’ Thanks to SOX, the re-
sponsibility for the truthfulness of public company corporate report-
ing and disclosure stops on the desks of our corporate leaders. 

Another very significant improvement was made by Section 301 
of Sarbanes-Oxley. This section embodies the Congress’s view that 
audit committees play a vital oversight role in the financial report-
ing process. The SEC’s rules under Section 301 require that the 
audit committees of all listed companies be independent. They 
alone are responsible for the appointment, compensation, retention 
and oversight of a company’s outside auditor, and the auditor must 
report directly to the audit committee. 

The audit committee also must establish the level of funding nec-
essary to fulfill its duties including, if necessary, the retention of 
independent counsel and other advisors. That is a very significant 
change. We have long held that independent auditors ought to be 
independent, but their independence rested in large part in the 
past on their ability to deal with the sometimes conflicting de-
mands from the same executives who selected them and who deter-
mine their fees. Today’s independent audit committees, thanks to 
Sarbanes-Oxley, can retain their own counsel and advisors. They 
now have the resources and the protection that they need to carry 
out truly independent evaluations. 

Beyond the independence of audit committees, Sarbanes-Oxley 
has strengthened auditor independence. The entirety of Title 2 of 
the Act is devoted to that topic. The intense focus on auditor inde-
pendence reflects Congress’s appreciation that the audit process is 
most effective when investors are assured that audits are per-
formed by objective and unbiased professionals. The Act bans audi-
tors from providing the kind of non-audit services to audit clients 
that could give rise to financial conflicts of interest. It emphasizes 
the role of audit committees in approving other services by audi-
tors, and it requires audit partner rotation. All of this is more pro-
tection for investors and less incentive for the auditors to do any-
thing that detracts from their core mission. 

In January 2003, the Commission amended its auditor independ-
ence rules to conform to the Act. As with all of our rules, we are 
continually monitoring the implementation of these rules as we re-
spond to requests from companies and accounting firms for inter-
pretive guidance. 

Our current enforcement efforts focused on the backdating of 
stock options demonstrate the importance of these changes in Sar-
banes-Oxley when it comes to real-time reporting. It was a signifi-
cant improvement brought about by Sarbanes-Oxley that now there 
is real-time disclosure of material information by companies and 
insiders. 

Thanks to changes mandated by the Act, investors are entitled 
to review reports of insider transactions, including the receipt of 
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option grants, within 2 business days after the transaction occurs. 
And all of these reports are now required to be filed on EDGAR, 
the SEC’s Web-based disclosure system. The real-time reporting of 
grants has eliminated much of the opportunity for backdating that 
existed before the law took effect. 

One of the most significant changes made by the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act was the creation of the Public Company Accounting Oversight 
Board. Investors have been blessed with an exceptionally high cal-
iber of leadership at the PCAOB. Since I became Chairman of the 
SEC, it has been my privilege to work first with Chairman Bill 
McDonough, then acting Chairman Bill Gradison and, most re-
cently, Chairman Mark Olson, who took the helm this year. Chair-
man Olson is familiar to most of you on this committee, having 
served with distinction as a Governor of the Federal Reserve Board 
of Governors, among other notable positions. 

Chairman Olson is now working closely with the Commission’s 
new Chief Accountant, Conrad Hewitt, who is a distinguished lead-
er of the accounting profession and the former chief financial regu-
lator for the State of California, as we continue our joint efforts to 
improve investor confidence in the reliability of audit reports. 

As I conclude, I would like to turn now to the one notable excep-
tion to the largely positive record of change wrought by the Sar-
banes-Oxley Act. The Section 404 internal control reporting re-
quirements as they have been implemented to date have met with 
a variety of criticisms, particularly from smaller companies. What 
we have learned from our Section 404 compliance efforts to date is 
that the problems issuers have experienced thus far are not inher-
ent in the language of the statute but stem rather from the method 
of its implementation. 

We have also become convinced that there are no irreparable 
problems with Section 404 implementation, although fixing the 
problems that we have identified will be challenging. We are work-
ing with the PCAOB to ensure this provision of the law is imple-
mented efficiently and effectively. 

Larger domestic companies with a public float of $75 million or 
more have now been fully subject to Section 404 requirements for 
two full reporting seasons. We have been carefully monitoring com-
pliance efforts each step of the way. On the basis of this experi-
ence, we can report that, while implementation efforts thus far 
have resulted in significantly greater than anticipated costs, com-
pliance with Section 404 nonetheless produces significant benefits. 
Chief among these benefits is a heightened focus on internal con-
trols at the top level of public companies. 

While a portion of the first-year compliance expense undoubtedly 
reflected start-up costs and, in many cases, long neglected mainte-
nance of internal control systems and procedures, it is undeniable 
that some of the costs were attributable to excessive, duplicative or 
misdirected efforts on the part of companies and their registered 
public accounting firms. 

In response to concerns about these unnecessary costs, the Com-
mission directed the staff to issue additional guidance. The guid-
ance emphasizes that it is management’s responsibility to deter-
mine the form and level of internal controls appropriate for each 
company and to determine the scope of its assessment and testing. 
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The guidance emphasized that the registered public accounting 
firms must recognize a range of reasonable choices by companies 
acceptable in the implementation of the Section 404 requirements. 
The PCAOB issued complementary guidance in May and November 
of 2005 regarding the application of its Auditing Standard No. 2, 
and then, in May of this year, the SEC announced a plan to rebal-
ance Section 404 compliance by all of the companies that fall under 
our jurisdiction, large and small, foreign and domestic. 

On May 17, 2006, the Commission issued a road map laying out 
the specific steps we plan to take to make Section 404 compliance 
more efficient and cost effective. One of the significant steps on 
that road map was the publication on July 11th of a concept re-
lease as a prelude to the issuance of SEC guidance for management 
on how to assess the effectiveness of a company’s internal controls. 
The public comment period on the concept release just closed yes-
terday. 

In addition, last month, the Commission proposed to grant fur-
ther relief from the Section 404 reporting requirements to smaller 
public companies. The initial compliance date for these companies 
would be extended until fiscal years ending on or after December 
15, 2007. The Commission also proposed to extend the date by 
which smaller companies, so called non-accelerated filers, must 
begin to comply with the section 404(b) requirement to have an 
auditor’s attestation as part of their 404 compliance. This deadline 
would be moved to the first fiscal year ending on or after December 
15, 2008. 

As a separate action, in August, the Commission granted relief 
from section 404(b) compliance for certain foreign private issuers 
that are accelerated filers, and that, according to Commission data, 
about 23 percent of the approximately 1,200 foreign private issuers 
will receive the one-year extension. 

As this brief summary makes clear, Mr. Chairman, much has 
been accomplished to strengthen and restore integrity to the U.S. 
capital markets since the enactment of Sarbanes-Oxley 4 years ago. 
In a time of crisis, you, then Chairman Sarbanes, this committee, 
and your colleagues in the Senate stepped forward to champion 
these significant reforms to our regulatory framework. Your vision 
and responsible judgment, Mr. Chairman, along with Ranking 
Member Frank, Ranking Member LaFalce, and the other leaders of 
this committee, has been absolutely essential in maintaining the 
standards in our securities market as the best in the world and in 
giving America’s investors the strongest protection in the world 
and in providing them with a higher level of confidence than they 
can have anywhere else on earth. 

In the months and years ahead, we will continue to work to im-
plement the critical reforms affected by the Sarbanes-Oxley Act in 
the best way possible to meet our objectives of investor protection, 
well-functioning markets and healthy capital formation. We won’t 
forget the failures that plagued our markets at the dawn of this 
millennium and the crisis of investor confidence that ensued. We 
will do our best to honor your legacy by ensuring that Sarbanes-
Oxley works for every stakeholder; for investors, for issuers, for our 
economy, and for our country. 
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I appreciate the opportunity to appear before this committee on 
behalf of the Commission, and I look forward to answering your 
questions. 

[The prepared statement of Chairman Cox can be found on page 
56 of the appendix.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Chairman Cox, and thank you for 
your very comprehensive testimony. 

We are pleased now to have the relatively new Chairman of the 
Public Company Accounting Oversight Board, Mark Olson. 

Welcome back. 

STATEMENT OF MARK W. OLSON, CHAIRMAN, PUBLIC 
COMPANY ACCOUNTING OVERSIGHT BOARD 

Mr. OLSON. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Mem-
ber Frank, and members of the committee. I join with the others, 
Mr. Chairman, to thank you for the work that you have done not 
only on this effort but on many others over the years and the times 
that I have had a chance to work with you from my various roles 
in the past; we all thank you. 

I have, as you know, submitted an extensive statement which I 
would like to submit for the record, and I would like in my opening 
statement just to include a summary of some of the issues, particu-
larly those that have not yet been covered. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection. 
Mr. OLSON. I also would like to indicate how much I appreciate 

the opportunity to make this presentation in conjunction with 
Chairman Cox, whom I have already enjoyed working with in this 
combined effort. 

Many of you talked about the environment that we were in 4 
years ago when Sarbanes-Oxley was passed and some of the imme-
diate repercussions of that environment. I won’t repeat some of the 
things that have been said, but let me elaborate on some of the 
points from my perspective. 

Immediately prior to joining the Federal Reserve Board, I served 
as the staff director of the Securities Subcommittee of the Senate, 
and some of you may know, we held extensive hearings that year 
on accounting issues. And it is instructive, I think, to remember 
that, at this time immediately following the tech boom and then 
bust, there was a significant focus on the inadequacy of GAAP ac-
counting to capture value in corporate America. GAAP accounting 
in the United States had been constructed in significant part to 
capture value in a bricks-and-mortar era, and increasingly, cor-
porate value was in intellectual property, in human capital, ideas 
and the like. 

However, throughout that entire discussion, there was an under-
lying presumption that the accounting that was there was good, 
could be in fact relied upon, and then the accounting scandals of 
Enron, WorldCom, Global Crossing, and the like came and shook 
that underlying confidence. 

By that time, I was on the Federal Reserve Board, and we could 
measure in a sense what happened in the U.S. economy as a result 
of that lack of confidence. There is an old longstanding economic 
principle that you can measure risk, but you cannot measure un-
certainty. And in an environment of uncertainty, there was a very 
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significant element of risk-aversion. We saw it in corporate Amer-
ica. We saw it in the contraction of, in a significant way, the U.S. 
economy. Frankly, we saw it in the accounting profession that, at 
that time, were readjusting some business models, and I think the 
resulting implementation of Sarbanes-Oxley, I think, reflected 
some of that same uncertainty. 

The passage of Sarbanes-Oxley, which created title 1, which cre-
ated the PCAOB, essentially did two things: It replaced the ac-
counting industry’s self-regulatory organization, which frankly had 
failed it during this time; and it replaced it with an independent 
agency, and as Chairman Cox indicated, that model to a greater or 
lesser extent is being adopted throughout the world. 

Also, it required that we inspect the accounting firms and the 
manner in which they are doing their audits from the perspective 
of the interests of investors. That is what we have been doing. 

During the time that we have had in place the registration proc-
ess, there are now 1,600 accounting firms that have been reg-
istered. Congressman Kanjorski talked a little bit about the inter-
national implications, and Chairman Cox made the same point. Of 
those 1,600, roughly 700 are foreign firms that either contribute in 
a significant way or partially in audits of firms that are registered 
in the United States. So there is, as all of you know, there is a sig-
nificant—an increasingly global economy. We are finding the global 
interaction is very important, and we are gearing up to meet that. 

We inspect now all registered firms by statute. All firms that 
perform more than 100 issuer audits, we inspect annually; and ev-
erybody else, every 3 years. Our inspection is quite different from 
the manner in which the SRO did in that it is much more risk-
based, much more focused not simply on the extent to which the 
audit is done consistent with standards, but it looks at the overall 
auditing environment as well. 

Chairman Cox and several others of you have commented also on 
Section 404. Let me just make some comments on 404 as well. As 
it was approved by the SEC, AS 2, the implementation of our AS 
2 in June of 2004, the initial reaction was it was too burdensome, 
that the value did not equal the cost. And we fully agree that was 
the case. I think it was a combined over-reaction of the accounting 
industry, perhaps the SEC in the initiation of 404 and, in our case, 
in the implementation of AS 2. We responded quickly and continue 
to respond in order to help bring that cost-value paradigm into bal-
ance. 

We issued interpretive guidance relatively quickly. In May of 
2005, we issued a policy statement on how the audits could be 
made more effective. In November of that year, we evaluated the 
environment in which it was undertaken and acknowledged that 
there needed to be greater efficiency, and we are now in the proc-
ess of making changes to AS 2, amending AS 2 in conjunction, as 
Chairman Cox indicated, with their concept release on 404. 

I would like to mention that small companies are being signifi-
cantly taken into consideration in this effort. Our guidance will em-
phasize the scalability. We have undertaken, and will continue to 
undertake, a series of training for auditors of small companies. 
These training sessions include the issuers that they audit. 
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There have been some studies done on the implication of Sar-
banes-Oxley in the marketplace, and as Chairman Cox pointed out, 
in particular when he talked about the audit committees and inde-
pendence, in many instances, what Sarbanes-Oxley did was codify 
best practices. However, the boards of directors in particular have 
reassessed the roles of audit committees, and what we have found 
significantly—and since I have been in this role I have had many 
representatives of audit committees talk to me about the value of 
the internal controls and the value that they have realized in that 
independence. Congressman Frank mentioned, and it is clearly our 
experience also, that firms and not-for-profits that are not specifi-
cally covered under Sarbanes-Oxley are volunteering to increase 
the standards that they expect, and in order for some of those busi-
nesses or those not-for-profits to attract boards of directors, they 
are finding that there has to be a significantly heightened level of 
internal controls on their financial reporting in order to attract the 
people that they want. 

The cost benefit, we would submit, needs to be evaluated over 
time, especially because the implementation will go out, as the 
chairman said, out to 2009. We won’t fully know the cost benefit 
until that time, but there are some indications that the cost benefit 
is being realized. The U.S. capital markets are by far the largest 
and the deepest in the world. Foreign issuers that are issuing now 
in U.S. markets are increasing as a percent of the total number of 
the IPO’s, and the listings on U.S. firms command evaluation pre-
mium vis-a-vis the issuers in other markets, so we are already 
starting to be able to measure some of the value that we see of Sar-
banes-Oxley. And, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 
I would submit that is the type of grade and that is the type of 
evaluation that we are prepared to live with, the extent to which 
U.S. markets continue to be strong and the value of Sarbanes-
Oxley at least equals their additional cost. 

I might say in closing, however, that there has been one signifi-
cant failure. The order of the letters in the name does not lend it 
self to an acronym that roles easily off the tongue, and if there is 
a way that that can be changed without opening up the statute, 
Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, we would much ap-
preciate that. Thank you. I look forward to answering your ques-
tions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Olson can be found on page 65 
of the appendix.] 

The CHAIRMAN. You mean peekaboo doesn’t work? 
Mr. OLSON. That is not our favorite. 
The CHAIRMAN. Let me first of all thank both chairmen for an 

excellent presentation and an excellent overview of where we are 
have been. Since I have been living with this now for over 4 
years—and I get a lot of free advice as I am sure you do as well—
and most of the criticism, of course, centers around 404, though I 
have another favorite that I want to bring up a little bit later. 

I think sometimes memories are short about the atmosphere that 
we were legislating in. The gentleman from California remembers 
well, and, as I say many times publicly, it was the atmosphere to-
wards corporations in general, and CEO’s in particular, during 
those difficult times that was kind of summed up by what I would 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 18:06 Apr 09, 2007 Jkt 031550 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 K:\DOCS\31550.TXT HFIN PsN: TERRIE



14

hear at home which was pretty much, let’s give them a fair trial 
and then hang them. 

I say this because I think in, clearly, my 25 years in Congress, 
never has the Congress legislated in such a superheated atmos-
phere. And it was unique. And given the response, given the facts 
before us, I think overall we responded pretty effectively despite 
the fact that nothing is perfect, and time allows us to perhaps take 
a look at some of the changes that we could do. 

To that end, let me ask both of you, in the area of 404, clearly, 
the implementation has proven more costly than had been antici-
pated. What, in both of your judgments, caused that specifically? 
And secondly, are you considering regulatory changes that would 
move more towards a risk-based approach to implementation of 
404? 

I guess, Chairman Cox, we will begin with you. 
Mr. COX. I would start in answering the first part of your ques-

tion about what specifically caused the excessive cost in early im-
plementation of 404 with the divergence from the plan in the stat-
ute. Section 404 is not very long. You can read it in under a 
minute. It has two parts: The first part requires the company to 
self-assess, to take a look at its own internal controls and deter-
mine whether or not they are effective. Part two requires the audi-
tor, in the context of doing the overall audit of the company, to at-
test to whether or not management did that. 

What has happened in practice or what happened in the early 
going was that part A was completely subsumed in part B, and the 
entirety of the exercise was an auditor-driven exercise. The bulk of, 
in fact, the only real guidance provided by the government was in 
the form of an auditing standard, and the auditing standard was 
about 400 pages long. That occupied the field. 

And so the fact that this was not a management-driven exercise, 
that management had no guidance in how to make it such, resulted 
in a lot of audit-type approaches to the management’s assessment 
of itself. 

The basis for the statute, as everyone on this committee full well 
knows and remembers, was existing Federal law. Section 404, 
nearly word for word, was borrowed from the FDIC Improvement 
Act, and, in the FDICIA context, we had no experience with the 
kind of outcry we had seen following implementation of Section 
404, so there was really no way for Congress to predict based on 
our experience, based on the legislative history, what actually hap-
pened. 

We now know, on the basis not only of that early experience but 
very deliberate efforts, roundtables of the SEC where we call in 
issuers, practitioners, auditors and so on and discuss this in the 
manner of a Congressional hearing, how to make this problem 
abate and how to get more bang for our buck. 

The main point here is not that 404 implementation didn’t work; 
everybody seemed to think it provided benefits. The only question 
is, how much did those benefits cost the investor, and were they 
worth it, because we are spending the investor’s money? So the 
process that we are embarked upon now is designed to squeeze out 
all the excessive costs and in particular any part of this effort that 
is unrelated ultimately to making those financial statements good 
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and solid. If it doesn’t affect the financial statements, if it is not 
material, then a risk-based approach is going to spend resources 
elsewhere. And we think we can do that. 

So that gets to the second half of your question, will we be mov-
ing to a risk-based approach, and that is one of the touchstones of 
what the SEC and the PCAOB are doing with this now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Chairman Olson. 
Mr. OLSON. Just to supplement some of the things that Chair-

man Cox has said, it was the symbiotic over-reaction, I think, of 
the accounting industry, the PCAOB, probably the SEC and maybe 
others, I think, in not only the manner in which we provided the 
initial guidance—I think we provided it with some specificity and 
with some complexity that may have contributed in some ways to 
an over-reaction or a sense that the accounting, that the auditors 
would need to do more procedures than, for example, what was the 
case either in the previous standards or FDICIA 112. 

We did put out some subsequent guidance reminding the ac-
counting profession that the intention is that it be a risk-based ap-
proach. In fact, the manner in which we now inspect the account-
ing firms for the manner in which they do their audits of the inter-
nal controls for financial reporting focuses—anticipates it will be 
done in a very risk-based approach. 

So what we are doing now prospectively is to make sure that the 
language is less technical, more specific, can be more readily, I 
think, understood, interpreted, that where there is some confusion 
on terms, we have tried to clarify those and at the same time focus 
on what is the fundamental expectation with respect to AS 2, is 
that issues of materiality can be focused on and identified prior to 
the time that it would require a restatement, and that is really the 
fundamental purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. AS 2 was what, some 300 pages; right? 
Mr. OLSON. About 180, I believe. 
The CHAIRMAN. And we would expect that the changes made 

should hopefully be shorter and more concise? 
Mr. OLSON. Exactly. 
The CHAIRMAN. One of the issues that I have not heard a whole 

lot about and yet it bothered me when initially it was added in the 
Senate is the whole issue of the corporate loans. It was clearly be-
cause of the $400-million-plus loan that Bernie Ebbers got from ap-
parently one board member’s approval at WorldCom that triggered 
the amendment offered by Senator Schumer. Have you, have either 
of you taken a look at that particular provision and have any com-
ment in that regard? 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, you and I have had the opportunity to 
discuss this, and I am certainly full well aware of the problem. The 
Act does not give the SEC, as we interpret it, the power to change 
it, and we do not have a rule right now implementing the provi-
sion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. Did you have a comment? 
Mr. OLSON. I do not. 
The CHAIRMAN. Finally, and this is a bit off the subject, but in 

some sense, it really kind of puts a finer point on what was going 
through the body politic at the time. I get this question all the 
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time. What was the biggest mistake that anybody made in this 
whole process? Obviously, you would try to avoid self-implication, 
so I usually say—and I will be interested in your response—my re-
sponse is that the biggest mistake I felt in this whole process was 
essentially the death penalty for Arthur Andersen, where we in a 
relatively short time went from the Big 8 accounting firms to the 
Final Four, and that the lack of competition in the accounting pro-
fession, at least to some extent, has driven costs up. I just would 
be curious as to your responses. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I would like to answer that question in 
two parts, and the first part, what got us to that juncture, and 
then, second, how we reacted to it. But if one is looking for mis-
takes made, it is a big mistake to overlook what was going on in-
side Enron, inside Arthur Andersen, inside WorldCom. The scan-
dals were real, and they were big, and they were major. And in this 
committee, we all sat through extensive hearings, and we had 
these people before the Congress and heard from them, and we 
looked at what went on inside Arthur Andersen. 

Were it not for the egregious conduct that occurred in the mar-
ketplace, then whatever excessive response, if someone wants to 
call it that, that occurred later wouldn’t have happened. So while 
I am happy to critique the fine points of the congressional response 
and the administrative response, I don’t think we should for a mo-
ment fail to recall what got us to that juncture in the first place. 
And I think everyone on this committee could do a good job extem-
poraneously citing all those good reasons that brought us there. 

I think that if there is a mistake or a fault in all of this, and 
I am not sure I am prepared to call it exactly that, it is the mag-
nitude of the change that was wrought all at once. That is not nor-
mally the way securities regulation has proceeded over most of its 
history, with the exception of the initial creation of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission in 1934 and the passage of the 1933 
Act, which really was a big change and a big shock to the system. 
But one of the things that has been a hallmark of securities regula-
tion and which I always appreciated as a private practitioner is the 
care and the patience that the agency takes in putting things out 
for comment and listening to the marketplace and in making, 
wherever possible, incremental change rather than broad sweeping 
changes, because we are dealing with a big marketplace in the 
United States and around the world, and so we don’t want to do 
experiments on a live patient. 

So I think that the breadth of change, the magnitude of the 
changes that were undertaken all at once inevitably produced, as 
Congressman Frank mentioned, some anomalies that have to be 
addressed, and, in the case of 404, it is an expensive anomaly. 

The CHAIRMAN. Chairman Olson. 
Mr. OLSON. Mr. Chairman, I would like to address the question 

from a slightly different perspective. The combination of events 
that brought about the demise of Andersen were a sequence of 
legal actions which should appropriately be addressed to the Jus-
tice Department and the SEC. What I would like to do is talk to 
you about what may be some of the unintended consequences of the 
succession of events that led to that. 
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With Arthur Andersen, as we all know, there were some rogue 
actors at Andersen that helped bring about that demise, but from 
our perspective, Andersen had thousands of very talented people. 
And what immediately happened was a significant redistribution of 
that talent to the other firms so you saw all of the other firms, in-
cluding some of the—some that are not among the four largest, 
gaining some additional talent. Some of our most capable people at 
the PCAOB were people who were with Andersen up to that point, 
and they are enormously valuable people. 

The CHAIRMAN. You are occupying their former offices; is that 
correct? 

Mr. OLSON. Yes, I am. That is one of the ultimate ironies. I think 
that one of the things that has happened as a result is, when we 
only have four firms and those firms are not simply dominating in 
the United States, but dominating around the world, it has im-
pacted the manner in which the firms can compete. And I don’t 
know that we fully appreciate or fully realize the significance of 
that, but I think that there is—the competition among firms is an 
issue that is on our minds and one that we are very concerned 
about in watching. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. My time has long expired. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Mr. FRANK. There appears to be a lot of agreement that there 

should be some changes, some refinements, more flexibility put in. 
Do you have enough authority under existing legislation to do that? 
That is from what you know now; obviously, we haven’t completed 
the process. Is it likely to get done what you think ought to be done 
to get this working the way we want it to work, that you have to 
come back to get an amendment to the legislation, or do you have 
enough flexibility within the existing legislation to go ahead? 

Mr. COX. I believe that we have ample authority administratively 
to apply Section 404 in a manner that is cost-effective and gets the 
job done for investors. I don’t think there is anything inherent in 
the statute that makes it unduly expensive. I am willing to ac-
knowledge that it has been, but I don’t believe that is a problem 
with the law. 

Mr. OLSON. I have the same answer, Congressman. 
Mr. FRANK. Good. I think that is our view, too, and so I think 

we can look forward to some substantial improvement without hav-
ing to reopen this. 

You mentioned, Chairman Cox, FDICIA. I will note parentheti-
cally for people who don’t remember exactly, that was the law that 
we passed after the thrift bail-out situation to try to forestall a cri-
sis or help forestall a crisis in the commercial banking area, and 
it was part of a very successful effort. 

I must say, I remember in 1989—1988 into 1989—there was 
some skepticism among some journalists. They were saying, first 
the thrift collapsed and now the commercial banks are going to do 
it, and they just brushed it under the rug for the 1988 election. 

In the years that follow FDICIA, not obviously entirely, maybe 
not even substantially because of it, but there were, I guess, the 
fewest bank failures in history; none for a while. And it did seem 
to be an example of a successful effort. I had not recalled frankly 
that the language was the pattern. 
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But that leads to a question. We have heard from some banks 
who are covered by FDICIA that they think they should be given 
an exemption from 404 on the grounds that they gave at the office 
and are already covered. What is the response to the suggestion 
that it is duplicative for them, that they are already under it? It 
is administered differently. Would that mean it is only up to the 
primary bank regulators, not you? We have just begun to hear from 
some banks who have raised that issue, and I would be interested 
in your response. 

Mr. COX. Well, the first layer of response I would offer is that, 
with the exception of one-bank holding companies, the bank hold-
ing companies which have the 404 compliance requirement own 
more than banks typically, and so, with respect to a large bank 
holding company, it would be difficult to exempt them from 404 
compliance. With respect to small community banks that happen to 
be one-bank holding companies, then I suppose that is something 
that you could entertain as a possibility legislatively. 

Mr. FRANK. Is there a way to deal—has it been duplicated? What 
happens if you are a bank—I hadn’t realized this before—and you 
are subject both to FDICIA and Sarbanes-Oxley? How does that 
interact? Is there coordination? 

Mr. COX. I think the initial decision to interpret Section 404 of 
Sarbanes-Oxley differently from FDICIA even though the language 
was the same resulted in two different sets of compliance proce-
dures and regiments, and so banks had to adjust and do both. 

Mr. FRANK. That sounds like a reasonable issue that I would 
hope you would look at, and we ought to be able to—that one I 
guess would take legislation if we decided to make— 

Mr. OLSON. Congressman, actually, we have made significant 
progress, the PCAOB has, in dealing with the bank regulators. As 
Chairman Cox pointed out, the most fundamental difference be-
tween the two is that FDICIA 112 applies only to the insured de-
pository, and in some institutions, the insured depository con-
stitutes virtually all of the assets of the holding company. In some, 
it does not. Now, what we have done in conjunction with the bank 
regulators is to give the bank holding company the option of either 
doing them separately or doing them in an audit that would in-
clude both. So because of the fact that there is that significant 
overlap, we have found ways to remove that element of overlap. In 
addition, the one other significant difference is that not only is it 
404 that applies in that instance, but it is also a SOX 103 that re-
quires certain things to be included in the report, and so that there 
is—they are not—they are not—they are not identical. But because 
of the significant overlap, we have been able to work with the bank 
regulators to eliminate a lot of the duplications. 

Mr. FRANK. So this is another case where you think within the 
existing statute there is enough flexibility to accommodate that? 

Mr. OLSON. I would say so. 
Mr. FRANK. It just occurred to me that anybody who is not regu-

larly employed either on the staff of this committee or one of your 
agencies who would understand immediately what someone meant 
if we talked about the PCAOB interpretation of FDICIA has a seri-
ously deficient life. 
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Mr. OLSON. That hurts. I spent years and years in FDICIA 112, 
and now I hope to spend years and years on AS 2. 

Mr. FRANK. Next question just is really retrospective about this, 
and that is, you know, the Congress I think talked sensibly about 
posing the counterfactual when you were trying to analyze things. 
I thought it was useful to do this. We talked about the history. In 
your—well, just factually, I would think that is perfect, but in the 
post-Sarbanes-Oxley world, it is my impression that there have 
been fewer of the massive major company collapses of the Enron 
WorldCom sort. Is it reasonable to conclude that Sarbanes-Oxley 
has been successful in diminishing the problem that it sought to 
fix? Has the world been less troubled, the corporate world, since, 
Mr. Cox? 

Mr. COX. Well, it is undeniable that we are 4 years later in a 
much better place in our public markets, in our capital markets 
and in terms of investor confidence than where we were when this 
law was adopted. For social scientists let alone for Federal agen-
cies, it is always a challenge to parse out correlation and causation. 
I can’t prove that the status quo is the necessary result caused by 
the legislation, but it is certainly the case that we are at a better 
place today. 

Mr. OLSON. The question will be if, 10 years from now, the les-
sons that were learned as a result of Enron, WorldCom need to be 
relearned by a new generation of management and accountants 
and supervisors; that, to me, as having lived through many cycles 
in the banking industry, it does seem to me that we need to relearn 
the same lessons over and over again. But I think what we have 
in place now is an element of discipline that wasn’t there before. 
So I am encouraged that we can in a significant way, get out—rec-
ognize the potential weaknesses that we would see in the audit 
component and be able to address those. 

Mr. FRANK. Well, I thank you. Obviously, it would be wrong to 
think that you make progress simply by making a new set of rules 
and hitting people if they don’t follow the rules. They hopefully 
have some impact in reshaping the culture in which people operate. 
It does seem to me that that has been one of the successes. Cer-
tainly I had never paid much attention to corporate boards of direc-
tors before becoming the ranking member of the committee. I didn’t 
hang out with that many, and I just didn’t follow them that closely. 
And my first impression of corporate boards of directors as I began 
to get involved in all this was not a very high one. Actually, I 
quoted previously the comment I first heard from Murray Kempton 
about editorial writers, that their function was to come down from 
the hill after the battle was over and shoot the wounded. It seemed 
to me that is what the corporate directors did. It does seem to me 
from what I read and the conversations I have had that corporate 
directors on the whole taking their responsibilities more serious 
than they used to, that there is less passivity that you more often 
hear of and read of corporate directors getting involved, and I think 
that is one of the advantages of this whole new regime. So I am 
feeling—I mean to say, in closing, Mr. Chairman, I am encouraged 
to have both of these men tell us that they have the authority 
under existing law to make those changes which most people would 
think would be a good idea to make it more flexible and less bur-
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densome without compromising the mission, and I am encouraged 
by that. Thank you. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
The gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. Baker. 
Mr. BAKER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate your leader-

ship in calling the hearing. 
Chairman Cox, you made a couple of points in your opening 

statement. I just want to echo the significance of them in my opin-
ion. One was with regard to the fact that regulatory costs don’t 
come out of the executive’s pocket; they ultimately come from the 
investor. And secondly, that the scope of or magnitude of the secu-
rities regulatory changes brought about by Sarbanes-Oxley was 
perhaps the largest change in structure since the 33, 34 Acts. Be-
cause of those two observations, I think we have an obligation to 
continue an ongoing oversight and examination. I don’t know it to 
be the case, but I can maybe say it that, among those from the 
business community who have expressed 404-type language to me, 
it has not always been complimentary language in private con-
versation. It may be we need to have one of these hearings where 
we can get people to sit down and tell us what they think, but 
there is considerable angst even today about the expected ongoing 
implementation cost, not that I don’t think that the Act itself is not 
justified in light of the circumstance when we consider. However, 
there are measures that might be taken I believe more aggressively 
to help with implementation costs, one of which is to encourage the 
utilization of regional or specialist accounting firms to come into 
compliance with 404 requirements. I believe that many in the mar-
ketplace feel that, unless they are dealing with one of the big firms, 
that is automatically going to be some sort of internal red flag 
when the audit committee does its work. However, within that con-
text of the circumstance we faced at the time, the unfolding numer-
ous accounting irregularities and corporate mismanagement, I feel 
that the Act was appropriate but that we are rounding a corner. 

Again, Chairman Cox, I know you have been a strong advocate 
of promotion of data tagging or XBRL. It would seem to me that 
implementation of that standard of reporting for the public oper-
ating companies over some period of time would enable us to elimi-
nate some of the duplicative difficulty as Mr. Frank was just mak-
ing reference to FDICIA, and banks having to conform in perhaps 
conflict with 404 with the implementation of XBRL, the data can 
be provided once to all regulators in whatever format they choose 
and move away from the paper-based system to a more realtime 
material fact of disclosure. Secondly, the current system as modi-
fied by Sarbanes-Oxley is a retrospective rules-based system which 
I think coupled with the quarterly earnings pressures were the 
tools and the forces that brought about the Enrons and the 
WorldComs; that in order for sophisticated managers to be discreet 
every 90 days, they took that rule book and turned it on its edge. 
I believe I am correct in attributing to a number of FASB the view 
that we ought to consider moving more towards a principle-based 
accounting methodology as opposed to rules-based. If we were to do 
so in concert with the elimination of quarterly earnings reports to-
gether with technological reporting methodologies such as XBRL, I 
think we could take the next step in corporate accountability in 
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that appropriate investor protections are not mutually exclusive of 
professional business management. And I believe that we can en-
able having more transparent disclosure than we have now, not di-
minishing the responsibilities of management to disclose but do it 
in a fashion which actually results in a lower implementation cost 
for the industry that is now seeming to—well, not all together 
happy with the cost of compliance as it is now structured. I would 
just simply make that statement since I had the time to do it. 

But my question is on another course, and that is with regard 
to the Fair Fund, another one of the significant elements I believe 
in Sarbanes-Oxley, which I believe today—and I don’t have the re-
cent information. I am sure that you would have better data than 
I, but I believe some $7 billion or thereabouts had been identified 
as potentially available for recovery. About $5 billion has been re-
covered to date, and by year end, I believe the actual amount re-
turned to investors would be approaching $3 billion. Are there any 
structural elements that you have concerns about the operation of 
the Fair Fund? And can you verify for me if those numbers are in 
the appropriate range of value at this point? 

Mr. COX. You are correct on the numbers, I just wanted to check 
and make sure. In terms of distributions as opposed to what has 
been identified and made available for distribution, approximately 
$770 million in Fair Funds has been distributed since the Sar-
banes-Oxley Act gave the SEC that authority. This is new author-
ity for us, and so we are learning how best to use it. The Commis-
sioners, the five of us, all agreed that we want to do this as effi-
ciently as possible because we spend a fair amount of time looking 
at the legislative intent, at, what your purpose was in authoring 
this provision. 

Mr. BAKER. Any particular problems that need addressing? 
Mr. COX. If you are asking if there are legislative problems, I 

don’t think so. If you are asking whether there are problems that 
need addressing, the answer is yes. Not big problems, administra-
tive problems, but our objective is to get this money out consistent 
with the statutory purpose much faster than would otherwise be 
possible. The whole point of the Fair Fund’s authority is to wash 
out the litigation cost, to eliminate the rate cost that goes to pri-
vate counsel and return all that money directly to injured investors 
with alacrity. So coming up with administrative procedures that 
permit us to do that rather than simply to replicate what private 
litigants would do anyway by following the same procedures or in 
some cases just piggybacking on their distributions in class actions 
is the challenge that is before us right now. 

Mr. BAKER. Thank you. I yield back. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman yields back. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Kanjorski. 
Mr. KANJORSKI. I would like to talk about the future a little bit. 

One of the complaints I often hear on the Street is that 19 of the 
largest 20 IPO’s in the last year were undertaken in markets other 
than the American exchanges. This complaint seems to envelop 
into some of the questions as to whether or not the Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act disadvantages the American market from foreign markets for 
some international companies. With that idea in mind, from both 
of you, I would just like to know whether it is time that this com-
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mittee, the American Government, and you as regulators, start to 
consider the creation of an international securities framework. Is it 
time that we recognize that the global market is here to stay and 
that perhaps we need to find some kind of methodology to allow 
money to flow freer with adequate protection to investors and 
transparency? Should we think about initiating some of these talks 
for international securities protection? 

Mr. COX. The answer to that question is an unqualified yes. In-
deed, I already commenced that process virtually a year ago when 
I first became Chairman. Events would have certainly driven the 
SEC to that even if we weren’t clever enough to think of it on our 
own. There is no question, as you point out, that this exchange con-
solidation is underway. Beyond the LSE and your own acts, there 
may be other markets. It certainly stands to reason that, at some 
point in the future, people might want to offer as a competitive 
market advantage 24/7 trading which might imply 6 hours a day 
in four spots around the earth. Getting ahead of this potential busi-
ness development by talking with our counterpart regulators in for-
eign countries, not just in Europe but around the world, is what 
the SEC is very busy doing right now. I have spent far more time 
talking to our counterpart regulators than probably past Chairmen 
have thought necessary for this reason. I have spent a lot of quality 
time with the FSA in the United Kingdom. I am going to be in Por-
tugal next week to talk to the Euronext regulators. This is a top 
priority for the Commission. 

Mr. OLSON. Congressman, a couple of reactions. First of all, let 
me go back to the IPO number that you talked about. Undoubtedly 
there was a point in time where that number was correct. As we 
have tried to look at the IPO market to try to measure the impact 
of Sarbanes-Oxley on the attractiveness of this market versus oth-
ers, the most significant adjustment in the IPO market—for exam-
ple, the United States versus the European market—occurred in 
the time from 1995 to 1999. That was a time when IPO issuance 
in the United States dropped significantly, while, in Europe, it in-
creased significantly for reasons that I can’t fully explain to you. 

During the period immediately following the dot-com bust, there 
was a similarity in the movement of IPO issuance around the 
world with the exception of Northern Asia. In other words, markets 
tend to move in sequence, and there was a—and the movement 
there was quite similar. In the last few years, what has happened 
is that there has been an increase, the IPO market has increased 
to a greater extent in Europe than it has in the United States, but 
it has grown in the United States. So we—coming back to a point 
I made earlier, I think that it is important to evaluate over a 
longer timeframe what is happening in the markets and the impact 
of recent legislation. But let me—let me say in parallel to what 
Chairman Cox indicated, and coming back to the point that Con-
gressman Baker made, among the other things that we see hap-
pening is a focus on international accounting standards, some of 
which is directed toward a more principle-based accounting. What 
we need to do as regulators is to assure that our manner of regu-
lating and our manner of inspecting accommodates whatever 
changes take place in prudential accounting. 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey, Mr. Garrett. 

Mr. GARRETT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Before I begin, let me 
just make a comment with regard to the ranking member’s opening 
comments about some of the positive sides of what has occurred so 
far is that certain companies who are not under the auspices of 
what is being required are looking to see—implementing some of 
the same requirements under SOX which I guess just points to the 
fact that, in a free market situation, investors will go to those mar-
kets who are implementing transparency and the like. The flip side 
of that argument of course is that, in a free market economy, that 
without SOX in place, companies would go in that direction anyway 
and may be an indication that the free market would tend us to 
go in a direction of legislation that is pending. I think Congress-
man Flake has it that SOX should be totally voluntary, and the in-
vestor class is smart enough to decide where they want to invest 
their dollars. That really goes to the second point that the chair-
man made is that Congress acted, obviously, in the heat of the mo-
ment of what was going on after Enron and WorldCom came about 
and was responding to much of the political pressures that we were 
experiencing at the time. But I think we have to remember one 
thing back at that time is that the officials of both Enron and 
WorldCom broke laws that were in fact on the books at that time, 
and they were successfully prosecuted under those laws as well. 
And an indication of consumer or I should say investor confidence 
that can be seen in what happened with the Dow Jones after that. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average actually rose after the disclo-
sure of the Enron problems. I think that belies the notion that 
there was a breakdown in the investor confidence. On the other 
hand, I think it shows the investors were smart enough to react to 
the circumstances. 

I would like to thank Chairman Olson for being here and just 
ask you a couple questions. I am concerned, as are outside organi-
zations, with the constitutionality of the PCAOB and would appre-
ciate your thoughts on whether or not Congress should be or could 
be exerting more control over the PCAOB, bring it under a control 
with regard to annual appropriation process, congressional over-
sight in addition to what we are doing here as far as the normal 
appointment process. The PCAOB is basically a de facto regulatory 
agency and therefore should be in line with all other constitutional 
principles. So, in your opinion, should members of the board be 
Presidential appointments with Senate confirmation just like any 
other regulatory board? And since PCAOB can and does collect 
fees, should they be treated for appropriation purposes the same 
way that the SEC occurs? 

And finally, second portion of that, I would turn to Chairman 
Cox. One of the outside organizations that has filed suit is the Free 
Enterprise Fund challenging constitutionality on various points 
that I have raised here. The FCC apparently has joined with that 
suit, and the response that the FCC had is, in spite of filing a joint 
brief, is that they have broad and pervasive oversight with regard 
to PCAOB. 

My question to Chairman Cox is, has there been any instances—
and perhaps you can give them to us today, where you have used 
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that broad and pervasive oversight where the PCAOB has decided 
to take some sort of action and the FCC has used that oversight 
to stop them? 

Mr. OLSON. You asked me the first part of the question, Con-
gressman. That portion of the statute, title one, PCAOB is very 
carefully crafted. As I remember, the discussion at the time, the 
issue facing the Congress in creating an agency, an independent 
agency which would replace the self-regulatory agency was to cre-
ate one that would attract the talent necessary to achieve the ob-
jective in a timeframe necessary for it to get up to speed for the 
purpose of achieving the congressional mandate, and I will submit 
that I have difficulty envisioning how it could have been done with 
any other type of a construct or any other type of an organization. 
And so I think it was carefully constructed as it was, and—but I 
will say also that one of the other elements that the Congress did 
add was that it provided for very significant—in fact the term we 
use is ‘‘pervasive oversight’’ by the SEC. And so there is this very 
significant element of oversight responsibility that the SEC has in 
fulfilling our mission, and you ask again also about the lawsuit and 
the constitutionality. Our internal counsel and our external counsel 
are very confident that the constitutionality of PCAOB will be 
upheld, but I will also turn it over to the chairman to answer fur-
ther if he would choose. 

Mr. GARRETT. Thank you. 
Mr. COX. You asked me to address specifically the extent to 

which the SEC has exercised its oversight authority over the 
PCAOB, and I will just give a handful of examples in my experi-
ence in 1 year. First, as you might expect, given the range of 
PCAOB responsibilities, in order for that oversight to work, there 
has to be very close communication and coordination between the 
PCAOB and the SEC, and that starts at the chairman level. With 
Chairman McDonough, with acting Chairman Gradison and now 
with Chairman Olson, I have had a very close working relationship 
and an opportunity to discuss things in development so, before it 
is too late, before the SEC would have to take formal action after 
the fact to try and influence or adjust or reverse some action, these 
things are well understood and worked out to start with. Second, 
very formally we adopted a rule governing PCAOB budgets. The 
rule was crafted with the assistance of then acting Chairman 
Gradison, who had an awful lot of useful experience as ranking 
member of the Budget Committee here and member of the Ways 
and Means Committee for many years. He understands how the 
agency budget process works, and so the budget process that has 
now been adopted just a few months ago for the PCAOB is vir-
tually the same that the SEC has, reporting to OMB and of course 
to the Congress. And we follow very similar deadlines so there is 
that passback process and so on. Before that rule was adopted, be-
fore the SEC exerted that oversight authority and exercised that 
responsibility, I would say that, from the SEC’s standpoint and 
therefore from the public’s standpoint, it was not a transparent 
process. With respect to 404 in particular, we have had concern 
about how AS 2 works. Every PCAOB auditing standard has to be 
approved by the SEC. And so what we are doing with AS 2 is an-
ticipating the necessity of SEC approval for any rewrite of AS 2, 
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and we are just rolling up our sleeves and joining in this effort to 
make sure we get it right. We are inspecting, through the use of 
the SEC inspection process, the PCAOB inspectors this year to 
make sure that they are doing what we think they are doing, and 
that is trying to make the AS 2 implementation process more cost-
effective. The PCAOB put out guidance in this area and we are try-
ing to encourage that result. They are now in the process of in-
specting the auditing firms to see whether they are implementing 
that guidance. As I noted, the SEC inspectors are going to inspect 
the PCAOB inspectors and that inspection process to make sure 
that is all working. In all of these ways, and I can provide other 
examples, I think, that the process that Congress asked us to fol-
low is being utilized extensively. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. The 
gentlelady from New York, Mrs. Maloney. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome. I would 
like to follow up with the line of questioning of Mr. Frank, and I 
was glad to hear, Chairman Cox, hear you say to him that you 
thought the law gives you the ability to adjust Section 404. I must 
say, I hear practically every day from small companies in my dis-
trict, and they really feel that the law is burdensome, costly and 
unfair to them, and they want an adjustment as soon as possible. 
As you know, there are several legislative ideas and legislation is 
before Congress now. So my question is, what is your timeframe for 
implementing this change? And what should we think of as your 
deadline? I am sure that will be the first question I am asked to-
morrow by companies in my district. 

Mr. COX. In addition to the extensions that we have repeatedly 
provided for smaller public company compliance so that, to date, no 
smaller public company, properly defined, is required to comply 
with the 404, the roadmap that we announced in May of this year 
has as its major component a process that will enable the SEC to 
put out guidance for management that will be especially useful for 
smaller public companies. So they will have a framework in which 
to apply 404, and there will be a revised auditing standard, too, 
which heretofore has been almost the entirety of 404 guidance, and 
that, too, should address the needs of not just current company 
compliance but also of those smaller public companies which have 
not had to comply with Section 404. All of this is anticipated to be 
accomplished before the expiration of these latest extensions. If for 
any reason our work is not completed before the expiration of those 
extensions, then certainly the Commission would want to consider 
further extending, but our plan is to do it within that timetable. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Okay. And that timetable is 3 months, 6 months? 
Mr. COX. Well, the extensions take us in one case through 2007 

and the other through 2008, and so we expect, in order to stay 
within those respected deadlines, to do this in the first half of next 
year. 

Mrs. MALONEY. There is also concern in Europe that Sarbanes-
Oxley would apply to European companies if the European ex-
change they list on merges with a U.S. exchange. Even though you 
have said this is not the case, they still have this concern. And can 
you clarify it further? Again, I keep getting questions on it. 
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Mr. COX. Indeed. In fact, just this morning I got a report from 
our Office of International Affairs that our dialogue with European 
regulators has yielded substantial support for the statement that 
we issued, I believe it was in June, and we will continue to take 
every opportunity to repeat that clear message. National regulators 
will remain responsible for the regulation of the capital markets 
within their jurisdiction. And certainly the proposed transactions 
before us with respect to LSE and Euronext don’t threaten that re-
gime. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Thank you. And I would like to hear your re-
sponse to the claims by some that our markets have become less 
competitive because of Sarbanes-Oxley and, specifically, allegations 
that companies that would list on our exchange are now listing 
abroad. And how can we evaluate the significance of IPO’s abroad? 
And should we be surprised that Russian and Chinese companies 
list on their home exchanges? Or is this a trend that is troublesome 
to American business, the fact that many companies have literally 
said, I won’t list in America now because of this? Your comments. 

Mr. COX. Well, I think the way you put the question with some 
nuance is very appropriate because oftentimes one hears a statistic 
about how many of the world’s largest IPO’s are taking place in the 
United States or on foreign markets. It is appropriate to take a 
look at the IPO’s in specific, and you will then notice that several 
of them are state-owned companies that for a variety of reasons are 
going to prefer listing in their home markets or are going to prefer 
not to come to the United States. And whether or not such listings 
would meet U.S. standards is always a question that needs to be 
asked. On the other hand, fully half of the question has to be, what 
about the rest of these offerings? And should the United States be 
doing anything differently to make sure that we continue to attract 
capital here? We have the deepest, most liquid markets as is often 
repeated. Is that a birth right? Is that something that is necessary 
in nature? Probably not. So we have to have a constant focus on 
it and certainly at the SEC we do. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Would these companies, Mr. Chairman, meet the 
tests of transparency and corporate governance that we require of 
American investors? And to what extent are other economic factors 
possibly responsible for this movement? And to what extent can we 
regain our competitive dominance without sacrificing our leader-
ship on integrity and security? And lastly, if any way or any 
thoughts you may have on how we could evaluate the significance 
in a clear way of this movement or growth of IPO’s abroad, and I, 
again, thank you both for your service and for being here today. 
Thank you. My time is up. But any response I would appreciate. 

Mr. COX. I think, if you put the question in gross, that there are 
undoubtedly many companies that are public companies that are 
listed somewhere else in the world that would not meet our stand-
ards. There are also undoubtedly many companies listed elsewhere 
in the world not listed here in the United States that we would 
love to have listed here. Companies now have more choices of 
where to list. It is a more competitive capital market than it has 
ever been before, and the fact that there are other pools of capital 
is something that will cause the United States, I think, to sharpen 
its competitive edge. That is probably all to the good. There are 
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good reasons, given that there are choices that some companies 
might not choose to come to the United States even though they 
might have a premium for listing here, as has been shown in many 
academic studies. Those reasons might include wanting to be closer 
to their product markets which might not be in the United States. 
So it would never be the case that we will have all offerings here, 
but it has long been the case that we have had the lion’s share of 
them, and I hope and expect that that will continue to be so. At 
the Securities and Exchange Commission, since a statutory mission 
that Congress has given us is the promotion of capital formation, 
we are doing everything that we can to make sure that the United 
States retains and sharpens its competitive edge. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlelady’s time has expired. 
The gentleman from Texas, Mr. Neugebauer. 
Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you for 

holding this hearing. I think it is an important part of our over-
sight to continue to monitor legislation that this Congress passes 
and make sure it is working for the purposes intended. 

I appreciate Chairman Cox and Chairman Olson being here. The 
issue that I want to talk about is something that, Chairman Cox, 
that you brought up towards the end of your remarks, and that is 
about the issue that we have been reading in the paper about back-
dating stock options. And I am wondering if the correct terminology 
is, that should we be using, is effective dating? I know that a lot 
of companies today use various techniques in order to have meet-
ings and to come to board actions. One of them might be to have 
a teleconference talking about when to make options effective and 
then following that up with a unanimous consent agreement that 
would be signed by all of the shareholders. I know that a study was 
done where over 200 companies actually used that practice of hav-
ing a telephone conference following up certain board actions with 
unanimous consent agreements. One of the things I think is impor-
tant is that, in this process, you know—and by the way these com-
panies have all had audits by some of the major accounting firms, 
and that issue has not been brought up. And now, all of a sudden, 
this backdating issue is coming up, kind of wondering where the 
auditing firms have been in the SEC over the years where now this 
is coming forward, but more importantly, what are we going to do 
to ensure that where those companies that have gone back and 
tried to search and find the lowest share period for that and pos-
sibly commit a fraudulent act and those companies that are in 
their ordinary course of business or just transacting their business, 
how are we going to make sure that we have a way to ensure those 
companies that have been following the advice of their attorneys 
and other professionals that in fact what they have been doing is 
within the compliance with Sarbanes-Oxley and not have to worry 
about this new veil now overhanging people that are signing off on 
stock transactions? So Chairman Cox, could you kind of elaborate 
on that a little bit for me? 

Mr. COX. Yes. In fact, your question permits me to give a very 
timely answer. Today, the Securities and Exchange Commission’s 
Office of the Chief Accountant has published a staff interpretation 
of the accounting literature to provide guidance for companies that 
want to do the right thing, that want to stay in compliance and 
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then want to do so quickly. The SEC wants to make sure that com-
panies are able to continue to put their financial statements out in 
real time. With the third quarter revenues and the September 30 
deadline coming up, that all of that is timely, and we have a con-
stant flow of good information to the marketplace. With respect to 
companies that have some people with black hearts that have 
cheated, we have another tool. That is our enforcement division, 
and we are bringing cases—some of them are now public—to make 
sure that everyone understands that, if your conduct is egregious, 
such as is alleged in these cases, there will be consequences. Now, 
since this is a Sarbanes-Oxley hearing, I can also repeat my retro-
active congratulations to the Congress for having the presence and 
the foresight to include this real-time reporting provision because 
now the reporting of the grants has to be made within 2 business 
days, whereas before it was up to 45 days after the end of the fiscal 
year, so it might be more than a year later. The status quo ante 
Sarbanes-Oxley had that sort of attractive nuisance, that moral 
hazard that gave people the opportunity, if they had black hearts, 
to take advantage. That door has been slammed shut thanks to 
Sarbanes-Oxley. 

Mr. OLSON. Congressman, in addition to the window being shut, 
a succession of changes in accounting have also made it less likely 
that there will be backdating. From a period of time where you 
could avoid expensing entirely, if it was an at-the-money grant or 
as opposed to an in-the-money grant to transition to 123 which al-
lowed for a voluntary expensing to 123(r) where it is now manda-
tory. So that window is largely closed for the combination of the 
two reasons. We issued our guidance, however, because we just 
wanted to call attention to the existing literature that is out there 
regarding the audit issues that may come up having to do with op-
tions dating. But I suspect that the issue is largely behind us. 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. I just want to make sure that, for example, 
say today we got on a conference call and we decided to set the ef-
fective date for an option, and maybe 2 or 3 days transpire after-
wards; someone is calling around polling board members for that, 
and then, in 2 weeks, where the UC agreement then begins to cir-
culate around and get the last signature. I think we want to be 
clear about that, the fact that maybe the agreement was not—the 
UC agreement was not signed for 2 weeks, but the decision was 
made maybe today in making sure that we don’t start to perceive 
that as some kind—some way in backdating transactions, and 
using some commonsense because what I have seen—and I know, 
Chairman Cox, your time in Congress, sometimes we spend a lot 
of time penalizing 99.9 percent of the people for the things that 
one-tenth of 1 percent of the people are doing. And I am just hope-
ful that you will work together with Chairman Olson and make 
sure that we use some commonsense as we look at these issues. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
Mr. NEUGEBAUER. And not create additional problems for, you 

know, compliance with Sarbanes-Oxley. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Watt. 
Mr. WATT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for having 

this important hearing. 
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And thank you, Mr. Cox and Mr. Olson, for being here. One of 
the things I try to do sometimes at these hearings is, in addition 
to evaluating the impact of legislation that we passed and the effec-
tiveness of the regulators at carrying that legislation out, is maybe 
use this as an occasion to evaluate ourselves and the way we do 
things in Congress. My impression is that we were a lot less micro-
managing in Sarbanes-Oxley, for example, than we were in 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley in the sense that we set out some general 
principles and left it to the regulators, SEC and the accounting 
board to kind of put substance there as opposed to kind of legis-
lating a group of things that we wanted carried out in Gramm-
Leach-Bliley. Without implying any criticism of this, I am just try-
ing to put this in a framework, what—what is the authority, for ex-
ample, for the SEC under this statute to delay the application of 
Section 404 to smaller companies? I mean, I guess I am trying to 
figure out what the interplay is between the standard that Con-
gress wrote, it said, you shall do—provide investors an assessment 
of their internal control. Didn’t say when. Where is the authority 
of SEC to delay the implementation of that or the application of it 
to a particular set of business people? 

Mr. COX. Well, I think you were right to parse the distinction be-
tween exemptive authority and interpretative authority that is 
being exercised in this case to phase in compliance. There is a 
much more difficult legal question that is under debate that I hope 
to obviate by not taking that course. Whether the SEC has exemp-
tive authority that would permit it wholesale to exempt a class 
from compliance from the otherwise clear injunction. 

Mr. WATT. Basically, what you are saying is you concede that if 
you were exempting smaller companies completely from Section 
404, you would have to come back to Congress and get that author-
ity, but you can delay the implementation of it without coming 
back for additional authority? 

Mr. COX. Well, I think all I am prepared to opine on with respect 
to exemptive authority is that—I should say report on, because it 
is a fact—there are legal authorities who sharply disagree on both 
sides of that issue on whether or not the SEC has such authority, 
and indeed, Members of Congress who have communicated with us 
have communicated with us on both sides of that issue and thus 
placed themselves in sharp disagreement. The SEC is not going to 
test that. We are not going to use the exemptive authority that we 
might or might not have, but rather we are going to take the view 
that Section 404 can be made to work for issuers of all sizes. 

Mr. WATT. I guess from my own perspective, I am trying to 
evaluate which one of these processes works better. The more ag-
gressive legislating that we do, it seems to me that in that context, 
at least some people believe there is a greater need for us to go 
back and revisit some of the provisions of Gramm-Leach-Bliley, be-
cause we were micromanaging, than there is in this case to revisit 
immediately Sarbanes-Oxley because we delegated or seemed to 
give a lot more delegation to the regulators, SEC, to set some of 
these standards. Just comment for me a little bit on how you feel 
like this is operating in that general context. 

Mr. COX. Well, I really enjoy being asked the question even 
though I am having a little difficulty answering it. Because, you 
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know, in my congressional mindset, I would like to think that Con-
gress is completely competent to write very specific legislation that 
can be prescriptive where necessary, and that is probably a healthy 
way to do things rather than to leave it up for grabs and for some-
body else to figure out. As a regulator now, I am also comfortable 
in saying that if Congress delegates to agencies with specialized ex-
pertise the obligation to fill in the blanks and the details that the 
agency can do an effective job of that as well. With respect to the 
very specific example you gave, Gramm-Leach-Bliley versus SOX, 
perhaps one of the reasons that you are getting people coming up 
here to the Hill saying, we have got to do something about Gramm-
Leach-Bliley, is that this many years after the enactment of that 
law, we still haven’t got rules. That is our responsibility as regu-
lators. So I can tell this committee that I am busy working with 
the banking regulators to try to get agreements that we can put 
out finally, rules under Gramm-Leach-Bliley. It is, in my view, high 
time that that be done. Then, if there are still concerns, it would 
be appropriate either for the regulators to go back and fix those or 
for Congress to legislate again. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
The gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. McHenry. 
Mr. MCHENRY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I want to start today by referencing the ranking member’s com-

ments and, Chairman Cox, your to reply to that. FDICIA 1991, 
that largely, you know, that is largely the basis of Sarbanes-Oxley. 
When you are talking about banks, their internal controls are regu-
lated under FDICIA by the Fed, FTC, ODS, FDIC, depending on 
the institution of course. You mentioned in your answer to the 
ranking member’s question that perhaps small banks, those that 
are small bank holding companies perhaps that have one single 
bank within it, those are ones you would like to possibly look at 
relieving some of the burden under 404. Can you elaborate on that? 

Mr. COX. Yes. What I was pointing out is that the Sarbanes-
Oxley requirement in Section 404 applies to the bank holding com-
pany rather than to the bank, and if the bank holding company has 
anything in it besides one bank, then the rationale may not be 
there any longer to provide the proposed exemption, but that if one 
were talking about a one-bank holding company, then that is per-
haps— 

Mr. MCHENRY. Where are you in that process? 
Mr. COX. To be honest with you, until very recently, I had not 

considered the idea. I have heard it is under consideration here in 
Congress. It is my tentative view, uneducated thus far by our gen-
eral counsel in our operating division, that that might require some 
legislation because I don’t know that we have the power to exempt 
bank holding companies from 404 compliance as a class. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Could you, after speaking to your general counsel 
in a more substantive way, could you submit to the committee an 
analysis of that, whether or not that would be required? 

Mr. COX. I would be pleased to do that. I would be very happy 
to do that. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Thank you. 
Chairman Olson, I want to commend you on your choice staff, 

hiring someone from North Carolina and a constituent, her father 
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remains a constituent of mine. I want to thank you so much for 
that. And having said that, but there is always a but, right? You 
mention that you saw—in regard to the same question that the 
ranking member—a significant overlap for small banks or banks in 
general and that you had a move within the PCAOB to signifi-
cantly reduce that overlap. I have not seen that nor heard that 
from any of the bankers I have met and discussed with, nor have 
I heard it from the banking industry in general. Can you tell me 
what is happening, because I haven’t heard it unless this has hap-
pened in the last few days? 

Mr. OLSON. Well, first of all, the threshold requirement for 
FDICIA 112 is $1 billion in asset size. So if—and the threshold re-
quirement for a 404 or AS 2 has only to do with whether or not 
they are a public issuer. So you have a difference in the threshold 
requirement for the applicability. If they are a small institution, 
however, the financial reporting internal controls 404(a) and (b) 
still will not be effective as the chairman said, for some period of 
time. At this point in time, that benefit would apply to the acceler-
ated filers. In other words, the large institutions, the large institu-
tion’s in North Carolina for example. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Certainly. 
Mr. OLSON. So if you were to hear it to this point, you would be 

more apt to hear it from the largest institutions. 
Mr. MCHENRY. I would like to say, you know, you both say that 

there perhaps hasn’t been a chilling effect— 
Mr. OLSON. I am sorry, Congressman. There hasn’t been what? 
Mr. MCHENRY. A chilling effect. My apologies. My accent may 

have gotten in the way there. Chilling, cold. 
Mr. OLSON. Thanks to my work with your constituent, Congress-

man, I am starting to be able to understand the language very 
well. 

Mr. MCHENRY. You might even use the word y’all. 
Mr. OLSON. Yes. 
Mr. MCHENRY. There has been—just looking at 2005 IPO’s, 24 

out of the 25 largest listed in other exchanges foreign to the United 
States. And you see just with the IPO’s, 12 were Chinese compa-
nies, to your comment earlier, Chairman Cox, 12 were Chinese 
companies that qualified with the New York Stock Exchange but 
chose to list in other markets. The top 10, all of which were in for-
eign markets; I think we do see a chilling effect on this. And I 
would like—you know, I think that is an important thing to note 
in this hearing. So with that, I yield back. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
The gentleman from Georgia. 
Mr. SCOTT. Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman Cox, the New York Stock Exchange and NASDAQ are 

merging or they are buying stakes in international exchanges. And 
some commentators, especially those in Europe, have suggested 
that if the U.S. exchange were to merge with—if they were to 
merge with a foreign exchange, then Sarbanes-Oxley would apply 
only to those companies listed on the foreign exchange. Now, this 
seems to me to be a clear misunderstanding of the law, the inten-
tion of Congress and the intention of Sarbanes-Oxley and the in-
tention of the Securities and Exchange Commission. Do you agree 
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that Sarbanes-Oxley would not apply to companies that are not 
listed on a U.S. exchange, even in the event of such an inter-
national merger? 

Mr. COX. Yes. Given the transactions that we are aware of thus 
far, that is undoubtedly going to be the case. And, as you know, 
the SEC has very publicly and clearly stated that. And we appre-
ciate this opportunity to say it again. 

Mr. SCOTT. All right. 
Another question I have is, I am concerned about the competitive 

position of the United States in this increasingly global financial 
marketplace. We have all heard of the alarming statistic about the 
flight of global IPO listings to foreign markets. Many cite the high 
cost of compliance to Sarbanes-Oxley as one of the reasons for this 
trend. And I believe that there are costs that can be significantly 
reduced through regulatory action by you and by Chairman Olson. 
I am wondering if you agree with me on that. And if you do agree, 
if this is a priority with you. 

Mr. COX. I do agree with you, and it is a priority. I often hear, 
as I am sure that you do, the combined costs of regulation and liti-
gation in the United States do not compare favorably with compet-
itor countries. To a certain extent, I think we want to have the 
benefits of our regulatory system and our civil justice system, so we 
are unwilling to give them up. But we also have to be very keenly 
aware that, if there are excessive costs in those systems, we need 
to wash them out. I am absolutely convinced that, in both the case 
of regulation and litigation, there are excessive costs that can be 
wrung out so that we can be more competitive. At the SEC, of 
course, we are responsible for the regulatory piece, and we are 
working very hard to reduce those unnecessary costs. In the con-
text of this Sarbanes-Oxley hearing, certainly 404 is a good exam-
ple where we had that opportunity. I think we will be successful. 

Mr. SCOTT. Do we have any quantitative data on any loss of com-
panies or moving out of it because of the high cost of complying 
with Sarbanes-Oxley? 

Mr. COX. Well, we certainly have good quantitative data on 
where companies are choosing to list. Their motivations are a little 
harder to button down. Some companies are happy to announce 
what their intentions are. Others are a little bit more opaque about 
it. But I just think we have to be very eyes open and recognize 
that, leaving aside regulation, litigation and those costs, the capital 
markets are, for the betterment of our world and mankind, more 
competitive now than they have ever been before. There are more 
choices, and a lot of that is due to U.S. leadership because we have 
been promoting the concept of markets to countries around the 
world, and they are taking us up on it. So as developing countries 
and Europe and Asia, mature economies now, have deeper and 
more liquid capital markets than they used to, we are going to 
have people with choices. Getting back to first principles, if we be-
lieve in markets and the strength of competition to reduce costs 
and provide higher standards of living, then that is a good thing. 
We just need to compete in order to win, and competing means of-
fering a better service, a better product at a lower price. 

Mr. SCOTT. Let me ask you, going back to what I really think is 
the big elephant in the room of course is section 404. Most of the 
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complaints that I get within my constituency and the business com-
munity is that it is sort of like one size fits all. It is costing smaller 
companies a great amount of money. What recommendations would 
you make to that specific concern about the complaint from smaller 
businesses who feel that section 404 was basically written for these 
larger corporations and it is just costing them just an arm and a 
leg. 

Mr. COX. I think the evidence on that point is overwhelming. The 
way that section 404 was implemented through Auditing Standard 
No. 2 initially was more expensive than anyone expected, and cer-
tainly that process would be unduly burdensome for smaller public 
companies, and that is why compliance for those companies has 
been postponed until we can get a framework in place that actually 
makes sense for smaller public companies. 

The SEC appointed an advisory committee, as you know, on 
smaller public companies to look into this very carefully over a long 
period of time. They produced an excellent report, and they rec-
ommended to us an alternative: either exempt smaller public com-
panies or postpone compliance until such time as there is a frame-
work that is workable for implementation of Sarbanes-Oxley sec-
tion 404 by these smaller entities. We have chosen the second 
prong of that recommendation. That is the road map that we laid 
out in May, and I think the stakes are very high. I think we have 
got to succeed in this effort. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. The gen-
tleman from Alabama. 

Mr. BACHUS. I thank the chairman. 
Chairman Cox, yesterday in Chicago there was a town hall meet-

ing by a capital markets commission and actually members of your 
staff and members of Chairman Olson’s staff testified and what it 
dealt with was the legal risk facing private sector auditing and the 
resulting risk to the capital markets and to investors. 

I will shorten the question to say they actually talked about the 
viability and the effectiveness of independent auditing at publicly 
held companies going forward and the legal risk. Could you com-
ment on those legal risks? I know we mentioned it a little earlier 
in your dialogue with the gentleman from Georgia. I really see the 
accounting profession at legal risk. Would you comment? 

Mr. COX. Yes. This is the bookend to the costs that companies 
are complaining of in their implementation of section 404. The au-
diting firms are concerned with two things: First, getting it right, 
and second, their own liability if they don’t. To the extent that that 
liability system isn’t working just right, to the extent that it is im-
posing unnecessary risk, then the resulting behavior is that the au-
diting firm for its own protection runs upcosts at investor’s ex-
pense. 

Mr. BACHUS. But you do see the accounting industry at substan-
tial legal risk today, don’t you? 

Mr. COX. There is no question. The fact that there are four large 
firms that do essentially all of the multinational work means that 
for purposes of a great deal of litigation they are viewed as the in-
surers of last resort or sometimes first resort. 

Mr. BACHUS. Let me move on to reg show, naked short selling. 
I know there have been proposals to reign that in and you have got 
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two proposed rule changes I think pending. I want to talk to you 
about two other proposed rule changes and urge that you take a 
look at those, and I want to actually introduce into the record—we 
have a company, Movie Gallery, in Alabama which has basically 
been savaged by naked short selling and Bloomberg did about an 
8-page article on naked short selling and they weren’t too kind to 
the SEC in that article. So I want to ask you to take a look at that 
as you leave. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection. 
Mr. BACHUS. The two proposals, and I would like to introduce it, 

many, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, are calling for the 
SEC to require that the aggregate amount of sales be disclosed 
daily, and I would like you to take a look at the SEC doing that. 

Second, it seems to me that the whole problem of failures to de-
liver that results from naked short selling would go away if the 
SEC goes back to the requirement of a pre-borrow. What are your 
thoughts on those? You may not want to go into that too much, but 
I would I’d like to get your thoughts on those two. 

Mr. COX. I would be, first of all, very happy to look at what it 
is you are going to provide to us. Reg SHO is very much on our 
minds because we just completed a roundtable, the Commission’s 
word for what you call a hearing here, last Friday, September 15th. 
It was very successful. It was focused on our Reg SHO pilot. It had 
a number of distinguished academic researchers. I participated in 
it as did other Commissioners, and the presentation was focused on 
how the price test such as Exchange Act rule 10(A)(1) and the 
former NASD rule 3350 affect liquidity, volatility and market effi-
ciency. 

The rule itself, as you know, is relatively new. It was adopted in 
June of 2004. We are considering amendments to it, and we are 
particularly concerned with the problem of naked short selling. So 
your proposals are very timely. 

Mr. BACHUS. What I will do is I will just submit to you in writing 
maybe—I just want you to know that there is concern. I do have 
an Alabama corporation that has really been damaged by it. 

My third question, and Ms. Maloney and others have referred to 
the competitive disadvantages to Sarbanes-Oxley. I think they are 
mainly section 404. I think they are definitely—what we are hear-
ing particularly from people in financial services, where we are the 
global leader in providing financial services in the world, is that 
section 404, there are some negative implications, particularly 
when it comes to internal control. 

My question to you is can these negative implications, which I 
think the SEC has acknowledged, can they significantly be reduced 
by regulatory action? 

Mr. COX. I am of the view that they can, and, furthermore, I am 
spending a great deal of energy and effort to make sure that they 
are in fact reduced, that these costs are reduced. Any regulation is 
going to have some cost, and so, to the extent that there is any-
thing called assessment of internal controls, there are going to be 
costs. 

But I think it is possible to do this and, as I mentioned, many 
other countries are doing this. So it is not unique to the United 
States. I think it is possible to do this in a sensible way that gives 
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investors a lot of bang for their buck. What we don’t want is for 
the whole effort to be focused on the tangential and the irrelevant. 
We need an instinct for the jugular rather than the capillary. We 
want a risk-based approach that focuses on what affects the finan-
cial statements, and we want it to be scalable so that smaller pub-
lic companies have a way to comply without a great deal of ques-
tion, and so they don’t get whipsawed by a process built for much 
larger companies. 

Mr. BACHUS. I would ask Chairman Olson, too, if he would like 
to comment on how we can address the regs. I am not arguing that 
Sarbanes-Oxley didn’t have benefit but I think we all acknowledge 
that there are some concerns about our global— 

Mr. OLSON. We acknowledge that there have been legitimate con-
cerns and costs that have been—that are probably unwarranted. 
AS 2, which implements section 404from our perspective, was 
passed in 2004. We can see immediately that there were proce-
dures that were being done that were in excess of what we ex-
pected. 

By 2005, my predecessors, who were very quick to try to evaluate 
those changes, were already making adjustments inAS 2 either by 
putting out a series of Q and A’s or by some other issuances that 
talked about grading accounting firms on the efficiency as well as 
the effectiveness. And the amendments that we are proposing now 
will address exactly the question you are raising. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
The gentleman from Missouri. 
Mr. CLEAVER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Cox, thank you for being here. In your statement on page 3 

in the fourth paragraph you said the SEC will continue to work 
with other regulators around the world to encourage effective regu-
latory standards that encourage capital formation, job creation and 
economic growth while at the same time offering a high degree of 
investor protection. 

What is the SEC doing; what are the steps, what is the work 
that is going on that is protecting the investor protection? 

Mr. COX. The reason that this is a global undertaking is that 
there is global convergence. There is undoubtedly beyond even the 
exchange consolidations increasingly one global pool of capital into 
which all of the participants dip and it is very much a competition 
not just between and among nations but between and among firms 
who operate in all of these different countries. 

As that market, that global market, takes shape, it is incumbent 
on us as regulators to talk about harmonizing our regulations to 
the maximum extent possible. So what I am doing, what the SEC 
is doing, is working with our counterpart regulators to take a look 
at the extent to which already their rules are somewhat alike in 
some respects to our rules, and, when we find those opportunities, 
we will see if we can’t make our rules not just like one another but 
the same. Then, to the extent that we have different approaches 
but we are indifferent about which one to pick, we will try to har-
monize in that respect. 

Finally, we will have the hardest category, which is those that 
are fundamentally inconsistent. Already in Europe this exists. We 
have one common rule book, and then we have separate national 
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rule books. We have to work just as Europe is working through all 
those for the simple purpose of wringing out the extra cost of dupli-
cation and redundancy. Any time there is a rule that accomplishes 
an objective one way and another rule that accomplishes the same 
objective another way, you have got unnecessary cost, and we want 
to eliminate that. 

Here at home we have an opportunity with the regulation of 
broker dealers and possibly exchanges to eliminate duplication as 
well, and we are focused there. 

Mr. CLEAVER. I agree with you about the interconnectedness, the 
global economy, but I would question whether or not that does not 
require something more formal than discussion. When you look at 
what is going on, the current size of U.S. investments held by for-
eign entities is rising and if, for example, those companies are list-
ed in the Euronext but find themselves exempt from Sarbanes-
Oxley, isn’t it quite possible and in fact somewhat likely that com-
panies can get around Sarbanes-Oxley because they are going to 
interconnect with foreign-held companies. And we don’t—as you 
have said in comments before, looking at a statement you made at 
the American Securitization Forum in New York where you pretty 
much assured the foreign markets that they are not going to be 
subjected to Sarbanes-Oxley. What protects the investor, what al-
lows the investor to know that even though this is a global market, 
I can trust what is being reported even though the money is so—
there is so much shadow over the money because it is going into 
France, French companies in business with a U.S. company? 

Mr. COX. There are several issues that I think converge here in 
this discussion. One is the issue of regulatory arbitrage, which you 
have alluded to. That is a very real issue. Regulatory arbitrage 
from the standpoint of a regulator is a hazard. We don’t want to 
create needless opportunities for that to occur, so instead the ap-
proach is to work with our counterpart regulators to eliminate 
those. 

Second— 
Mr. CLEAVER. When you say you work with, I guess that is the 

little spot of my concern. 
Mr. COX. The way that we work with them, and this gets into 

the second point, is to focus on our national objectives. Even 
though there is a convergence of markets, there has been no simi-
lar convergence of national objectives, countries and regulators in 
these countries all have different interests. So what we want to do 
through these discussions when we work with our counterparts is 
to try and construct an understanding that we are maintaining 
high standards. At least among the developed countries and the 
large markets we would like to have a high standards world. Amer-
ica is clearly the leading high standard country in the world. Not 
only do we have the largest market but the highest standards. I 
think those things are not unrelated because confidence in markets 
is such an important reason for people to invest there. There will 
always be people who have different points of view about what 
level of regulation to maintain and people who take advantage of 
opportunities for regulatory arbitrage. So what we have to con-
struct is something that permits us to the maximum extent pos-
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sible to protect U.S. investors and also to compete and to have our 
share of that global capital market. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. The gen-
tleman from Florida, Mr. Feeney. 

Mr. FEENEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you Chair-
man Cox and Chairman Olson. I want to join with the chorus of 
folks that have told you that much of my experience in talking to 
the business community is that Sarbanes-Oxley has had an enor-
mous beneficial impact in terms of transparency, in terms of clear-
ing up some conflict of issue rules and some corporate governance 
issues. Section 404 is really the heart of the matter and we are 
talking about cost/benefit analysis. And Chairman Cox, you just re-
ferred to regulatory arbitrage as sort of a sinister term, people 
avoiding legitimate regulations, but at some point we have to ask 
ourselves rather than redundant or superfluous regulations that 
are encouraging capital to flee public markets in America is really 
having all the advantages in the cost/benefit analysis. 

I think both of you acknowledged that there was ambiguity and 
some confusion, I think is the word Chairman Olson used in the 
initial implementation, and I agree by the way that most of what 
is wrong with 404 can be fixed from a regulatory perspective. 

But between the ambiguity in terms of how to comply with 404 
and the death penalty in terms of civil penalties, criminal penalties 
for internal, external auditors, members of the board, CFOs, CEOs, 
we have sort of had this race to the regulatory extreme and it is 
a huge concern to the companies that I talk to. One of the things 
that I did not get a lot of in your testimony that I would be very 
interested in are some more details in terms of quantifying the cost 
because if we are going to do a cost/benefit analysis we need to 
know what those costs are. 

I think in the original testimony in front of the Senate the SEC 
suggested 404 compliance would cost the average American com-
pany about $92,000, I think was the estimate. In fact it has been, 
according to some estimates, about 30 times that. 

I think we ought to talk about what the actual experience has 
been for the companies that have had to comply. I think it would 
be important if you could give us some detailed information about 
the percentage growth in private equity markets in America. But 
these are markets that are less transparent, less accessible to 
small investors like myself that have 401Ks or IRAs, and yes, the 
public exchanges are growing but are they growing as fast as the 
private equity markets and what effect does it have on the Amer-
ican capital system if we are going to have more capital raised in 
the private equity market as opposed to public markets? It tends 
to be more expensive, less transparent. 

I think the percentage of America’s lead in terms of the world 
capital markets has diminished. The last figure I saw shows over 
the last 4 years we have gone from roughly 44, 43 percent of world 
capital public market to about 38 share, and that has probably con-
tinued to decline based on all of the evidence that I am hearing. 

Chairman Cox, I don’t know whether you will respond to the 
study by Mr. Butler from the Brookings Institute and Mr. Ribstein 
of the University of Illinois where they suggested that while the di-
rect costs of Sarbanes-Oxley are much higher than anticipated, the 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 18:06 Apr 09, 2007 Jkt 031550 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 K:\DOCS\31550.TXT HFIN PsN: TERRIE



38

indirect costs, and they admit it is a back of the envelope calcula-
tion, about $1.1 trillion in terms of annual regulatory burden on 
the U.S. economy. 

I would grant if there is a hundred economists that do this study 
we would get a hundred different answers, but if these guys are 
even close, this is having a huge impact on us. 

Finally, the number of restatements have dramatically increased. 
We had something on the order of 1,200 restatements last year. 
How many were really material in terms of affecting investor be-
havior? Are some of these restatements unnecessary or redundant 
and are they adding to the expenses of compliance? 

Finally, and I will end up and let you comment on what I have 
said. I really would be interested in some more quantitative anal-
ysis of the costs if we are going to do a cost/benefit analysis. I 
would ask you to address a couple things. Chairman Oxley alluded 
to the fact we have created what I call a quadropoly. There is real-
ly only four big accounting firms that are in the business of doing 
the internal and external audits and that has had some significant 
impact on companies trying to comply because they have very few, 
if any, choices. 

The second thing is, as much as Mr. Olson suggests, we are try-
ing to clarify 404, we do that almost every year and there is still 
a great deal of mystery in the real world about how to comply. 
What would be wrong with going to a de minimis standard of what 
is a material breach; for example, the old standard of 5 percent or 
less of gross sales or revenue for a year? Anything under that 
would be considered a de minimis or an error that is not a material 
impact on the very health of the company itself. 

If you would comment on some of those suggestions. Finally, the 
Small Business Advisory Committee, Mr. Cox, did suggest that 
maybe random external audits every third year, fifth year might be 
a way to alleviate some of the costs. If you could comment on those 
suggestions. 

Mr. COX. That last part you mentioned is with respect to 404, 
right? 

Mr. FEENEY. That is right. 
Mr. COX. I hope I made good notes, and I get to most of your 

questions. I will try and go through them as quickly as I can. First, 
with respect to the costs of implementation, there is no question 
that everybody got it wrong. Congress got it wrong, the SEC got 
it wrong. I described some of the reasons I think that was so. But 
the estimates that were provided were low-balled substantially, 
and there are a number of competing studies about what the num-
bers are, and while it is interesting to debate which number is 
most accurate, the remedy in all cases is the same. 

To the extent that the regulation and the law are producing un-
necessarily high costs, we need to get rid of those costs, and that 
is what we have set about doing. The indirect costs, such as in one 
of the studies that you mentioned, typically include such things as 
delayed time to market. A company, it might be a venture com-
pany, mid-stage growth company, ready to go to an IPO, delays its 
profitability because of extra regulatory or litigation costs, and 
when you add that all up for the country it gets you into the tril-
lion dollar plus neighborhood. 
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I don’t think there is much question whether that figure is ex-
actly right or not; there are real costs associated with the civil jus-
tice system and with our system of securities regulation, and so the 
job always is to balance those costs against what we are getting for 
our money, and I think we can do better in both areas. 

Our lead vis-a-vis the rest of the world in global capital markets 
is not something we can take for granted, and you are right, it is 
possible to use the term ‘‘regulatory arbitrage’’ in a nonpejorative 
way. I was using it a moment ago to describe what as regulators 
we seek to avoid. But it is also the case that people have choices, 
and if any country has burdensome regulations that aren’t matched 
with any benefit, then people will put their money elsewhere. 

So we need to recognize what it is that makes America’s market 
so attractive. It is our rule of law, surely. It is the confidence that 
investors have that their money will be safe here, and some of that 
is attributable to our regulatory regime. That doesn’t mean every 
regulation we can think of helps us be competitive. So we have got 
to distinguish between one and the other and get rid of all the 
extra costs because investors are paying for that. It is the investors’ 
money, nobody else’s money. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
The gentleman from Alabama and our final member, Mr. Davis. 
Mr. DAVIS OF ALABAMA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Gentlemen, 

most of the questions today have obviously, and it has been a fairly 
bipartisan course, most of the questions have been an effort to 
draw you out on the question of whether Sarbanes-Oxley has had 
a particularly pernicious anticompetitive affect. But what I want to 
do is spend a little bit of time perhaps providing another perspec-
tive on this. 

My friend from Florida, Mr. Feeney, mentioned the costs from 
404 in particular have been estimated at perhaps $92,000 per 
American company. As I understand it, the market value of public 
companies in the United States is somewhere around $16 trillion. 
As I understand it, over the last—well, just looking at 2005, there 
were 210 initial public offerings in the United States and approxi-
mately $33 billion in capital raised off of those offerings. 

I could go on and on and I have no idea whether you all know 
the average profit margins of companies who trade on our stock ex-
changes but the number 92,000, even if you are generous, if you 
triple it as Mr. Feeney wanted to do, that strikes me as for the 
overwhelming majority of American companies a fractional impact. 
Am I wrong to view it that way? 

Mr. COX. I think Mr. Feeney’s point was not that it was triple 
but that it was in orders of magnitude larger, perhaps. I think your 
point though is a good one. It is the fact that a regulation costs 
money can’t be the end of the analysis. It is compared to what ben-
efit? And in exchange for what? So it is very clear from the fact 
that section 404 exists in the law that Congress anticipated it 
would cost something. It is also very clear Congress wanted the 
benefit. 

Mr. DAVIS OF ALABAMA. Let me ask another follow-up that flows 
from that. It seems that the largest dispute that Congress has is 
not whether there have been unfortunate regulatory costs during 
the life of Sarbanes-Oxley but whether or not the regulators can be 
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trusted to minimize those costs or the congressional oversight or 
congressional intervention is somehow necessary. 

Mr. Cox, you served here for a period of time. In your experience 
was Congress particularly adept or skilled at providing clear guid-
ance in terms of regulations and did Congress consistently do a 
better job of providing clarity than the regulator involved? 

Mr. COX. In my experience Congress uniformly did an out-
standing job. 

Mr. DAVIS OF ALABAMA. But, serious question, is there any par-
ticular reason to think that if Congress were to be very aggres-
sively involved in reinterpreting or redefining 404 or any of the ob-
ligations of Sarbanes-Oxley, is there any particular empirical rea-
son to think Congress is likely to be more efficient or more effective 
than say you at the SEC. 

Mr. COX. Taking your question dead seriously, not only is it rea-
sonable to expect the regulators to take that ball and run with it, 
I think there is an ample blueprint in 404 to get the job done prop-
erly. But also with 404 there was a legislative antecedent so Con-
gress was not inventing from scratch in the case of section 404 and 
there was every reason to think that the regulatory follow-through 
would bear some distinct relation to its antecedent in FDICIA. It 
has not. I think we can do a much better job there, and we are very 
determined to do so. 

Mr. DAVIS OF ALABAMA. Let me ask another question. Both of 
you gave for lack of a better term nuanced answers about the anti-
competitive impact of Sarbanes-Oxley. I think, Chairman Cox, you 
pointed out that there are a variety of factors, for example, that 
might explain the surge in European and Asian IPO’s as compared 
to American IPO’s. You mentioned the state-based nature of a lot 
of the new public offerings, you mentioned genuine market forces 
that might have nothing to do with regulation, and then in the con-
text of regulation you mentioned the overall backdrop of the Amer-
ican economy, the fact that way beyond Sarbanes-Oxley we have a 
variety of tax laws and regulatory structures. And finally, you men-
tioned in some instances there is a class of companies who prefer 
less transparency, which is obviously not an American value. 

What is the best empirical case that Sarbanes-Oxley and section 
404, as we are currently interpreting it, is having an anticompeti-
tive impact on our capital markets? 

Mr. COX. Even though you didn’t invite me to do so, I am going 
to answer that question directly. But I want to couple it with a re-
statement of what I mentioned earlier, and that is that we have 
concluded that the SEC, after careful evaluation of the first two 
full reporting cycles, that this compliance has benefits. So as I talk 
about the costs and some of the consequences we don’t like, I want 
to underscore that. 

But getting directly to your question of anticompetitive effects, 
the best evidence is probably the least reliable from a social science 
standpoint. It is the testimonial evidence of people involved in the 
markets. It is not quantitative; it is subjective; but it is oft re-
peated and comes not only from market participants in this country 
but from around the world. We have had occasion to provide the 
forum for these comments at SEC roundtables. We have also par-
ticipated in international events here and overseas. And of course 
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we have daily intercourse with market participants as a result of 
our oversight responsibilities, and in all of these ways it has be-
come abundantly clear that market participants are making this 
claim. 

The CHAIRMAN. One more? 
Mr. DAVIS OF ALABAMA. One quick one, Mr. Chairman. The only 

thing that is unusual about that and somewhat troubling to me, 
Mr. Cox, is the collection of all the anecdotal evidence in the world 
is often not powerful for a very simple reason. If there were a 
strong anticompetitive impact, it would seem there should be some 
quantitative evidence that is not capable of being sorted out but 
some direct quantitative evidence that can be linked directly to 
Sarbanes-Oxley. And that is my only observation today. I have 
heard the anecdotes, as you have; I have heard the opinions of my 
colleagues. I am still searching somewhere for some specific evi-
dence of anticompetitive impact by 404 as we interpret it today, 
and what I hear today is frankly more anecdote than specifics, but 
that is not your fault. 

Mr. COX. I should add I didn’t mean to imply with my answer, 
because I took your question very literally: what is the best evi-
dence? I didn’t mean to imply that there isn’t quantitative evidence 
as well; there is. The quantitative evidence most frequently cited 
today in this hearing was IPO’s. That is probably datum selected 
because for seasoned issuers, for companies already listed on the 
exchange, it is a little more cumbersome to delist, to go elsewhere 
and so on. The election one makes where to list in the first in-
stance is a much more flexible choice. What one makes of those ar-
guments, and there are different ways of presenting it, is again a 
subjective thing, however, and that data is susceptible to a variety 
of interpretations. But I think there certainly is some quantitative 
data that would support claims that section 404 has imposed unde-
sirable costs. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 
The Chair would wish to thank both Chairmen for what I think 

the members agree would be a most instructive and helpful final 
hearing for this committee and to get all of the issues out on the 
table regarding the Act and, more importantly, your concerted ef-
forts and positive input in making this Act work for our capital 
markets, and for that we are most grateful. 

The committee is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 4:48 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 
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