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TRIBAL LOBBYING MATTERS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2005

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m. in room 216,
Senate Hart Building, Hon. John McCain (chairman of the commit-
tee) presiding.

Present: Senators McCain, Dorgan, and Inouye.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN McCAIN, U.S. SENATOR FROM
ARIZONA, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The CHAIRMAN. Good morning.

As part of its investigation on Indian lobbying misconduct, the
committee has tried to follow the money, in particular money that
Jack Abramoff had his tribal clients pay various entities. Among
the entities that Mr. Abramoff had his clients pay was a sizable
sum to was an organization called the Council of Republicans for
Environmental Advocacy, commonly known as the CREA.

We have with us here today Italia Federici, the president of the
CREA. Evidence in the committee’s possession shows that Mr.
Abramoff directed at least four of his tribal clients to contribute no
less than $250,000 to the CREA from 2001 through 2003. In total,
Mr. Abramoff may have had his clients contribute as much as
$400,000 to the CREA. The question is why. Documents suggest
that Mr. Abramoff was having his tribal clients pay so much be-
cause he perceived that Ms. Federici would help him get inside in-
formation about and possibly influence tribal issues pending at In-
terior.

In connection with the contribution of the CREA from at least
one of his tribal clients, Mr. Abramoff described the CREA as “the
Secretary’s main group outside of the department,” and according
to internal business communications between Mr. Abramoff and his
associates, Mr. Abramoff believed that Ms. Federici had “juice” at
Interior and deemed her “critical” to his tribal lobbying practice.

As I stated at the last hearing, there is no evidence that Sec-
retary Norton knew, much less sanctioned, Mr. Abramoff or anyone
else using her name in seeking fees and donations from Native
Americans. What we do know is that Mr. Abramoff directed his cli-
ents to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars to the CREA, clients
upon whom he relied for millions of dollars in Federal lobbying rev-
enue to Greenberg Traurig for his secret “gimme five” partnership
income through Michael Scanlon for contributions to run his Jew-
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ish boys school in Maryland, and for personal income to float his
restaurants.

Why did Mr. Abramoff direct his valued clients to contribute so
much to the CREA, unless it somehow served his purpose? What
role did the CREA or Ms. Federici have in facilitating contacts be-
tween Mr. Abramoff and Interior officials about pending tribal
issues? Did Ms. Federici in fact have “juice” at Interior, or did she
only say that to have Mr. Abramoff’s clients induced into donating
hundreds of thousands of dollars to her organization, CREA?

As we sit here today, we do not know the answers to these ques-
tions. I hope Ms. Federici’s testimony today, coupled with the testi-
mony we received at the last hearing and the documents the com-
mittee has released, will begin to illuminate this important part of
the puzzle. I ask for unanimous consent that all documents and in-
formation that the vice chairman and I have agreed should be
made a part of today’s hearing be made.

Senator DORGAN. Without objection.

STATEMENT OF HON. BYRON L. DORGAN, U.S. SENATOR FROM
NORTH DAKOTA, VICE CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON INDIAN
AFFAIRS

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.

This will be the last hearing of this committee on this subject
during this calendar year at least, and I wanted to make a couple
of comments about not only this hearing, but future activities deal-
ing with these investigations.

First of all, this inquiry would not exist without, Mr. Chairman,
your determination to find out what has happened here and wheth-
er Indian tribes have been defrauded, who has been involved. And
you have launched this investigation. We on the minority side have
worked closely with you, and I admire very much the tenacity with
which you have been willing to have this committee to investigate.
I think it is very important.

We have uncovered almost unbelievable things here, and we
have uncovered activities that are pretty disgusting, some perhaps
criminal, and many unethical. I think that from these hearings will
come a series of ideas for changes and reform and so on. But I did
want to say that this would not have happened without your
launching this investigation.

We have had a number of hearings that have investigated in a
stovepipe fashion. How, tribe by tribe, money was moved through
Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Scanlon and through other groups as well.
It was an appropriate way to proceed. There is one additional tribe
that we have not considered, Pueblo Sandia Tribe. I believe we
should consider them and I have made such a recommendation.

I believe $2.7 million was provided in two checks by the Pueblo
Sandia Tribe to Mr. Scanlon’s company, capital campaign. It is my
hope that as we proceed that we will take a look at what the pur-
pose of that money was, where that money went, and so on. That
is very important because that is another part of this. In fact, the
Pueblo Sandia was a tribe that was originally discussed as the
committee began its investigation.

Second, Mr. Chairman, we do not at this point have a schedule
for a future hearing. It is my hope that we will have a future hear-
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ing on this investigation. I believe there are some witnesses, which
I have visited with you about, who have not yet been interviewed
by our investigators. I should not say “witnesses.” There are a list
of people who have not been interviewed by our investigators who
I believe should be interviewed by our investigators. From those
interviews, I believe we should make a decision on a future hear-
ing.

The question of a future hearing would depend on what we learn
from witnesses, but there are those, or I should say “persons” once
again, there are those whose names show up in many, many places
in all four of these tribes that we have so far looked at and I be-
lieve there are a group of people that really need to be interviewed
by our investigators and I have made such a recommendation.

Following that, I think we should decide from what we learn in
those future interviews by our investigators, the nature of or the
determination of whether we should have a future hearing. It is my
belief that we will need another hearing with additional witnesses.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, we have received, as you know, the letter
from the Finance Committee asking for all of the information that
we have gleaned on 501(c)(3) and (c)(4) organizations through
which we have learned substantial money has moved, in most cases
it appears for the purpose of obscuring the identity of such money.
A substantial amount of money has moved through a number of or-
ganizations that are so-called non-profits, (c)(3)s and (c)(4)s. The re-
quest from the Finance Committee to further investigate requests
us to provide all relevant information that we have gleaned
through subpoenas on the potential use and misuse of these
501(c)(3) and (c)(4) organizations.

We are in the process with our staffs of putting this information
together and to transmit that at some future point to the Finance
Committee. We will need to make a decision on the disclosure of
that information. As I have indicated to you, my hope is that we
will put it on a website and disclose it to the public, as we disclose
it to the Senate Finance Committee, while we meet their request.

One significant part of this investigation, Mr. Chairman, that
has caused me some real concern is the misuse of tax-exempt orga-
nizations, non-profit organizations. We will talk a little about that
today, in fact, with the organization that is going to be discussed
through the witness, Italia Federici. I really believe that there
seems to be, at least it is apparent to me, that there seems to be
substantial misuse of these organizations.

It is appropriate that the Finance Committee has asked for all
of that information with which to continue an investigation. My
hope is that as we transmit that information, that we will be able
to make that public.

Having said all of that, Mr. Chairman, this hearing occurs be-
cause we were not able to serve a subpoena on Ms. Federici prior
to the previous hearing. We had a witness list for the previous
hearing and Ms. Federici was on the witness list. My understand-
ing is that those who were trying to serve a subpoena on this wit-
ness were unable to do so.

So you indicated at that hearing we would have a separate hear-
ing. She would be the sole witness, and that is the occasion that
brings us together today. I am guessing that neither of us would
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prefer to be here. We would have preferred that she had accepted
the subpoena and come to the previous hearing, but that was not
the case so today we will ask questions and inquire about the spe-
cifics of something called CREA, the tribal money that flowed
through CREA, the issue of whether there was influence-peddling
or the circumstances of relationships with people in the Depart-
ment of the Interior, and try to evaluate what this means.

Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Senator Dorgan. It has
been a great privilege for me to serve on this committee for a long
time, and with you. The reason why we have the title of chairman
and vice chairman is because of our commitment that we have al-
ways adhered to of conducting our business here in a nonpartisan
fashion. I appreciate all of the very cooperative work that we have
enjoyed together.

On the issue of the Pueblo Sandia, I agree with you. I will ask
our investigators to look into it. Our staffs will be working together
in preparation of a report. I think it is important to make clear
that if there are other allegations of mistreatment of Native Ameri-
cans, it is our obligation to continue to conduct our oversight re-
sponsibilities. So I continue to appreciate the way that we have
worked together for many years and I believe that one of the rea-
sons why these hearings have been as productive as they have is
because of the partnership that we have maintained.

Ms. Federici, I don’t very often ask for a witness to be sworn in,
but given your published statements about this committee and the
things that you have said and done, I am going to ask you to stand
and raise your right hand.

[Witness sworn.]

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, I would like to just correct your state-
ment. I have never made any untoward public statements about
this committee.

The CHAIRMAN. Excuse me, in your deposition, statements that
you made about me personally, and I will be glad to quote from
your deposition if you would like.

Ms. FEDERICI. You may do that.

The CHAIRMAN. Now, if you would like to make an opening state-
ment, please go ahead.

STATEMENT OF ITALIA FEDERICI, PRESIDENT, COUNCIL OF
REPUBLICANS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay. Well, I had not prepared an opening state-
ment. I came here to answer the committee’s questions. My organi-
zation, the Council of Republicans for Environmental Advocacy, has
existed since 1997, long before we ever met Jack Abramoff.

And I have read with great interest about some of the accusa-
tions of moving money or money laundering that have been made
in the press regarding 501(c)(3)s and 501(c)(4)s. Through our mul-
tiple document productions to Mr. Carrillo and to the committee,
through my voluntary deposition, which by the way was open-
ended. My attorney will tell you I was willing to come as many
days and be deposed by the committee as need be. The committee
determined that I had been fully forthcoming after 3 hours.
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I also volunteered, as my letter of October 26 notes, to attend a
hearing on October 26. During all of that voluntary and cooperative
interaction with the committee, I have repeatedly attested that no
money moved through the Council of Republicans for Environ-
mental Advocacy, nor was one penny, to the best of my recollection
and I have worked to refresh my recollection, spent from our ac-
count on an Indian tribal matter.

We were very grateful for the generous support of the Native
American community and I continue to be grateful for their gener-
ous support, but I am absolutely steadfast in my assertion that we
raised money from a legal group of individuals. We spent it on our
environmental mission, and we never said or did one untoward
thing to any Native Americans.

So it is disheartening to me to sit here and to have my good
name and the name of my organization painted with the same
broad brush that Jack Abramoff and Michael Scanlon and other
folks involved with this matter have been painted.

So, and I have my letter here. I did not have a subpoena on Octo-
ber 26, Vice Chairman Dorgan. This letter was actually sent to
Senator McCain’s staff. So I do not know if you have a copy of this
letter, but I would just like to read it into the record. I would just
like the record to reflect that I did not have a subpoena when this
letter was written and that the committee subpoenaed me after I
had left for my trip and after this letter had been received.

October 26, 2005. Dear Mr. Carrillo, As you are aware, I responded 2 weeks ago
that I would accept the committee’s invitation to participate in a hearing scheduled
for October 26, 2005. I also voluntarily made myself available to answer the commit-
tee’s questions via a deposition on October 7, 2005. Both of these events caused me
to clear my schedule and to alter previously planned trips.

The committee’s last minute rescheduling of the October 26 hearing to November
2, 2005 makes my participation impossible. November 2 is the anniversary of my
father’s death and I will be out of town.

I thank the committee for its understanding. Should you or the committee have
additional questions, please contact Mr. Scheininger and he will be happy to assist.
Respectfully, Italia Federici.

a&nd thank you. I am happy to answer the committee’s questions
today.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

I do not want to get sidetracked on this issue of the subpoena,
Ms. Federici, but we have a very different version of events. Our
staff called your lawyer and asked him whether Ms. Federici would
be out of town because it was the anniversary of your father’s
death. He said he could not make that representation. He had no
more information than what was contained in the letter that you
just wrote.

Our staff asked your lawyer to provide any additional informa-
tion that we needed to have, and that this be done in time for the
hearing. We asked your lawyer to indicate whether he was author-
ized to accept service of a subpoena by the close of business, and
he failed to do either. In fact, up until last week, the committee
heard nothing from you or your lawyer.

On October 28, the committee obtained the assistance of the U.S.
Marshals, which had been looking for you. I understand that your
colleague at CREA, Jared Carpenter was notably unhelpful to the
marshals.
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On November 1, I informed your lawyer that if for whatever rea-
sons you did not appear at the November 2 hearing, the committee
would reconvene at its nearest convenience and conduct a hearing
for you. We still did not get any response. You did not appear at
the hearing. The vice chairman and I agreed to conduct another
hearing.

It goes on. The fact is, you failed when asked to provide the com-
mittee with information necessary for the committee to determine
whether the explanation you cited for not appearing last time was
in fact reasonable. But you are here, and more importantly, you
can, I understand your statement, and unfortunately I do not think
it bears much relation with reality.

Let’s stick to the facts, the facts which explain which why we are
here today. The committee has information that over a 3-year pe-
riod, Mr. Abramoff had some of his tribal clients donate hundreds
of thousands of dollars to your organization. During the same pe-
riod, you repeatedly, and we have documents to authenticate this,
you repeatedly told Mr. Abramoff when asked that you would pass
along information to and get inside information from the Depart-
ment of the Interior about issues important to his clients.

Mr. Abramoff, and I will cite you e-mails, believed you had
“juice” at the Department of the Interior and he told colleagues
that you were critical to his lobbying practice. In some instances,
you did pass along information between Mr. Abramoff and then-
Deputy Secretary Griles, but you told committee investigators that
more often you did not.

The question we will explore is did you exchange your access to
Interior, mainly your relationship with Mr. Griles, for contributions
to the CREA? If so, why? And did Mr. Griles know that? Did you
tell Mr. Abramoff that you ended up not doing a lot of what you
said you would? If not, why not? And if so, what did he tell his cli-
ents to induce them into donating so much to the CREA? Were
their contributions a product of deception?

And that is why we are here today. So, Ms. Federici, in front of
you is a file of documents that I would like you to look at and refer
to so you can respond to questions.

Please refer to exhibit 49. Exhibit No. 49, as you are looking it
up, is an e-mail from Mr. Abramoff to you dated September 4,
2002. It is entitled “Tigua Water Issue.” Here, Mr. Abramoff pro-
vides you with a summary on a policy issue related to the Tigua
Tribe, one of Mr. Abramoff’s clients who contributed at least
$50,000 to the CREA. In this e-mail, Mr. Abramoff says to you,
“this sums it up. Thanks for all that you do for my clients, the
cause and me personally.” What did you do for Mr. Abramoff’s cli-
ents, Ms. Federici?

Exhibit follows:
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Ms FEDERICI Well I think that we have a dlfferent perceptlon
of this e-mail. I think that quite clearly here, Mr. Abramoff sepa-
rates out what I do for the cause, which is my work with the Coun-
cil of Republicans for Environmental Advocacy, from what I do for
him personally.

The CHAIRMAN. I am interested not so much for the cause. I am
interested in what you do for your clients and him personally.
What did you do for Mr. Abramoff’s clients?

Ms. FEDERICI. I believe that for Mr. Abramoff’s clients, who were
donors to CREA, that we provided excellent environmental advo-
cacy, consistent with our mission. We invited them to participate
in all of our CREA events.

The CHAIRMAN. The e-mail refers to the Tigua water issue, Ms.
Federici, not to what you do for their clients.

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, I get a lot of unsolicited e-mail and I am
helpful to all of my friends. If on September 4, 2002 for some rea-
son Jack Abramoff wanted to share with me this issue, and I told
him I would take a look at it, I don’t see how that has anything
to do with fraud or with non-profit abuse.

The CHAIRMAN. Okay, then we will get a little more specific. Ac-
cording to e-mails obtained by the committee, I would like for you
to look at exhibit No. 52 please. It appears you served as a liaison
between Mr. Abramoff and then-Deputy Secretary Steven Griles
about matters affecting Mr. Abramoff’s clients. Let me review some
of them. Exhibit 52, on September 24, 2002, Mr. Abramoff asked
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you to talk to Mr. Griles about a “Tigua water issue.” You
sponded, “I am calling right now.”
[Exhibit follows:]
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38

SENGREA 10/4 000035

Ms. FEDERICI. Mr. Abramoff indicates to me in this e-mail, and
I did not have any independent corroboration, that Steve told him
that Steve would have someone look into that and the Tigua were
getting desperate. Now, I had no reason in 2002 to believe that Mr.
Abramoff was anything other than a truthful, friendly, charismatic,
well-liked, and well-respected Republican activist in Washington.
And he sent me an e-mail where he made a representation to me
that he had a conversation with Mr. Griles and that the Tigua

were getting desperate about a water issue.
The CHAIRMAN. Did you call?
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Ms. FEDERICI. What kind of a person gets an e-mail where some-
body says a Native American community is desperate about a
water issue and then shoots back, you know, go pound sand. I
mean, of course

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Federici, I would like for you to respond to
the question. Did you call, Ms. Federici?

Ms. FEDERICI. I do not know whether I called or not, but as you
can see

The CHAIRMAN. Even though you say in the e-mail “I am calling
right now.”

Ms. FEDERICI. As I told your committee repeatedly throughout
my deposition, and I have been very strident and consistent on this
point, Steve Griles was the Chief Operating Officer as the Deputy
Secretary of the Interior. He traveled. He gave speeches. He went
to meetings. He was a very busy man. I attempted to reach Steve
many more times than I actually did. I can’t have stated that
enough in my deposition.

The CHAIRMAN. You do not recall whether you called or not?

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, apparently, if I said I was going to call, I
called. But if I did not get him, then I did not get him. A week
later, Mr. Abramoff says you never responded to me. So again,
these are e-mails that are 3 years old, but it is not Mr. Abramoff
asking me to do his bidding. And I don’t indicate whether or not
I reached Steve. I am happy——

The CHAIRMAN. I think that “his bidding,” Ms. Federici, was for
you to talk to Mr. Griles about a Tigua water issue and you re-
sponded that you were calling right now.

Ms. FEDERICI. You know what, Senator, I am proud——

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Federici, I would very much appreciate it if
you would specifically answer the questions.

Ms. FEDERICI of myself. I am proud of myself for having
been personally helpful to a friend who had desperate clients.

The CHAIRMAN. As a witness before this committee, Ms. Federici,
I expect you to answer the questions. There is such a thing as con-
tempt of Congress if you do not answer the questions. If you chose
to take the fifth amendment, that is your right. Otherwise, answer
the questions. Okay? That is the last time I am going to warn you
about it.

Now, did you call him or not? Do you recall whether you called
or not?

Ms. FEDERICI. I absolutely have no recollection.

The CHAIRMAN. That is the answer to the question. Thank you.

Ms. FEDERICI If I told Jack that I was going to call, I would
have.

The CHAIRMAN. On exhibit 56, now, I want to caution you again,
Ms. Federici, I want answers to the questions. I do not want a fili-
buster. Exhibit 56, an e-mail dated December 4, 2002 entitled “Gun
Lake Indian Tribe Casino.” Mr. Abramoff complains to you about
developments relating to this tribe and conveys to you a strategy
regarding the tribe’s environmental impact report to shut down the
tribe’s land and trust application. You respond, “I will call ASAP
to Steve Griles.” Also in exhibit 57, dated December 6, 2002, enti-
tled “Gun Lake, New Hope for Gun Lake Casino,” Mr. Abramoff
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urges you, “this is what we have to stop.” You respond, “Seeing him
at 4 p.m. today.”
[Exhibits follow:]

i) o~ RN AV fori s Risipibnls/ehmabramor iy bizialf
6v)
L 20021046 BM

From: Abramaff, Jack (DIr-DC-L
afAbcamul, J;

Sant:
K o ’
Subject: RE; Gun Lake Indian frige casine

My pledsure. The impdrtant part is that Steve clearly understands what a great friend he
has in you, he is a ‘great guy and we need to maks sure he kg aluays protected, As for
the acking #8, let me think e it today.

~Original Messy
From: Thalia I’edmiﬂi [ma;ltc‘italia“l
Gent: Wednesday, Dideslicr 04, 2002 10423 AM
Tosz akramol Ly
Subjeat: RE: @Gin, Lake Indlan, tribe gasine

I Will call hdmiaEAp.  Alao Aupens tapcllinﬂ? ks not going to be selected for the job
being vacated by MeCaleb. They will appeint.an acting tempara:ny. He asked for names
and T tald him aboit Tim Marfin but that you thought they ek né with xeal:
stature. He agreed: 1L you have aly other names let mé knpw. The other issue.about the
tribe in California has been hesdedioff, He looked iuto it ajd it ds s Felng hapdidd. ALl
Yines of Gommunicatisfi are being shut 6ff. A BIE LHankyou te youl

—-—=-Original Hessage———

From: abramsffy Emailtmabramoffj“}
Sent: Wednesday, Dt 04 2002 T0:15 .M
Tor dvali

Suhject* BW: Gun Lake Indian £ribe’ caslno

Hi. FHis 1§ 4 disaster in the saking. This i the casino we discussed with Steve and he
said that it weuld not happen. it seems to be hippeping! The way to stop it is for
Interior to say they are not satisfied with the Edvitormental Inpset Report. Can you get
to Wim fo stop this one azap? they adre smbving fast. Thapks Tealds. This 42 2 direot
assault on our guys; Saginaw Chippewa.

i -Qrigingl Message-—wox .

Fiom Chris [man:o.cge:;aml .
Sent: Wednesday, Dacembaxz Ui 02 Tzl AM
Tor _abranoffj

Subjeats Gun Lake Indisan tribe casino

Juzt. & quick heads—up that the Detiodt Wews has an article on Gun Take's propozed casine
prajest and hew: the public’ cemment pexiad o their environmentsl study is the last step
before approval.

’.i‘b:e informat: on “ontaingd in Cnis Lransmission may contain privileged and confidential

tion 45 invended’only for the use:of the personis} named apove. IT you are not
(:he intended recipient, yau are hereby notﬁied that any review, dissemination,
distribution v duplicaticn of thix someunication i3 strictly prohibited, If yoeu.are not
the intended ‘reécipient, plesse contmrt the sender by reply email and destroy all copies.of
the originsl message.

To reply to our email administ;ator directiy. please send an email fo-
poatmaste;

GTG-E0D0024441
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Ifalia Federic
rom: abramoffj q . .
Sent: ‘Fﬁday, December 06, 2002 9:04 AM
To:
Subjetts RE. Guini Lake: New Hopl For Gun Lake Gasine - Fox Mews.
Thanks.

—ammsOriginal Hessapgee e

From: Tralia Fedevici {matlite; ;tal'a—i

Seney Friday, Debenber 05, 2002 5408 an
Tos ah-ia’noff}

Subject: Gun Lake: Naw Hope For Gun Lske Casino - Fox News
seeing him- at dom today

~~==eDriginal Message----~

From: abramof} ﬁ” Un2i 1 tozabranof f:) NN

Sent: Friday, Decewber v A002 BiDZ AM

g italial

Subject: Pt Gun Lake: New Hope For Gun Lake CAERD .~ Pox Wews

This is what we have to stop.

~—=--Original Hessage-
Fram: Pierce, Brighan\ (Asttnr~DCwGov/Adm)

Sent: Fridsy, December ne;, 2002 A5 Mo - I
=S DoSEginaw . - <7 i
aubject: Gun Lake: New Hope For Gun Lake: Casino — Fox Hews

New Hope Far Gun Lake Cdzing -
Decenber 5, 2002

WAYLAND <- There's. ghobher push o get g state, to sigd on to &
controversial casino. h vesolution will be introduced on Thursday in the
House urging Governor Engler to reach & deal with the Gun Lake Band of
Pottawatomi Indians, ¢learing the wey for a chasino in Wayland.

The same kind of reselupion was debated in July 2001, buc it ‘Lost by one
vote. Lawmskers are expecking a similay batele Bhis time arcund.

Some stat¥ lawmakers says time -is runcdig oot te get Brgasine compact
because 5o many are getting ready to leave office:

Representative Larry fevuysr {R) ig bofiing this ¥dzolution for a casino in
Wayland and the oni tast year. But he thinks its differsnc this time

around-thé Gun Lake’ tribe:is closér Lo getting- the.land declared an Indian
Reseyvatioh.

DeVuyst thinks ‘that will encourage morc *yes volis, but West Michigen
Republicans: pofnt oun itds grill far from a done dedl

They  defented’ the resolurion last Lz e anﬂ xn agtum

Re'ze- gomg through and tarqeti“q each member of the bause ko Iinﬁ rbut

<Hether their pusition has changadl' Rep Wnyne &uipe.rs {R) told- FOX LT .-
News:. <

Casino epponents helieve they aftill ha.ve enough 'no' wvotes: But there im: -

concern about the timing and thers's also ‘a Guestion of who iz behind this
late push,

2§ SENCREA 10704 000041
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’Dev%:s'; says the' tribe approached him, but some hsve wondsred if Ehe
Qov?:nﬁr is-alse iavolved to make sure the stabe gets:a share of bhe
rofits. BEagley hds tied to three ‘buginessmen investing in the casino.

*; Bave not tfz‘zlcad dirgotly With the-Governo¥, But I do. believe ho naE wade
& statement that we do need = compact now, " DeVuyst Bays, “the faet T
belisve he's gupporting thiz is eheotragement. )

A spokesperson for Bagler told FOX. 17 News: she igh't aware of any push from
the Governor on this issue, ' ‘ i

The Gun lake Thibe dide't want Lo comment on these new develogments,

?hf“ vasino will likely bd up for a vate nexk wedk, A similar resolutien wes
introduced.in The Senate yesterday, but fvwill dnby bé Gigcugsed theve if

4t passes in che House on Thursday.

Thg J}nfbrﬁlvaf;‘iﬁnf cohtaingd in Lhis Cransmizsion may “cantain
privileged. and confidedtial information, It is:intended only
for the use of the persenl$) named above. Tf vou dre. nse Lhe
intended Tacipient, you -are herehy notified that ‘any ‘review,
dxssamfnatiqn’. dlstribition or diiglication of this o
communicarion’ i% strictly ‘prohibited. If ybu are not the
intended wecipient, please contack Lhe lor by reply &
and destroyall copies of the originsl

To reply to our email sdiinistrator airass] Teame send em
smail to postmaster SR ) R 4

The information comtained in thiz tranémisaion iy contain
privileged and confidential information, It i& intended bmly -
for the use of the persci(s) n hove. If youw are not the
intended recipient, vou are Neveby notified ENdt any review,
dissemination. distribution or duplication of this
comiunicatioh is srrictly prohibited, If you ave not the
‘intended reeipient, pleabe conbact the sender by reply email
and-destroy all copies of the ori¢inal mugssge. )

To reply ts our email adiministrator directly, please send an
email e postmaster

Now, do you recollect whether you called Steve Griles ASAP as
indicated by your response in exhibit 567

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, where I do not have any independent
recollection.

The CHAIRMAN. What about in exhibit 57, where you respond,
“seeing him at 4 p.m. today.” Did you see him at 4 p.m. that day?

Ms. FEDERICI. I would have no way of knowing whether or not
I actually saw Steve or the meeting was canceled.

The CHAIRMAN. You have no recollection of a meeting you might
have had with a top official at the Department of the Interior?

Ms. FEDERICI. He was an 11 year friend of mine, or 10 year
friend of mine.

The CHAIRMAN. But you would not remember if you had a meet-
ing with him or not?

Ms. FEDERICI. No; Steve Griles and I have been friends since
1997.

The CHAIRMAN. The length of your friendship is not to important
to this conversation. What is important is whether you would re-
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member or not whether you had a meeting at 4 p.m. on December
6, 2002 with Mr. Steve Griles.

Ms. FEDERICI. How would I remember that?

The CHAIRMAN. Most people do remember when they have a
meeting with high-ranking officials of the Administration. That is
how you would remember it.

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, Senator, I do not recall if I saw Steve or did
not see Steve at 4 p.m. on December 6, 2002.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you keep records of appointments that you
make?

Ms. FEDERICI. Not consistently. I do not keep a day-timer or any-
thing like that.

The CHAIRMAN. Please turn to exhibit 72, dated March 6, 2003,
entitled “Saginaw Chippewa Tribe School Cost Share.” Here, Mr.
Abramoff asked you “if you can call Steve on this.” You respond,
“Got it.”

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, Where? I am sorry.

The CHAIRMAN. Exhibit 72.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Exhibit 72, March 6, 2003, entitled “Saginaw
Chippewa Tribe, School Cost Share.” Here, Mr. Abramoff asked
you, “if you can call Steve on this.” You respond, “Got it.” Do you
recall communicating with Mr. Griles in response to the March 6,
2003 e-mail?

[Exhibit follows:]
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Erom: Abramott, Jack (D-DC-Gov) Ho=JINIRKu=WDt/ ip h}on behalf
of Abramofl, Jack {Uir-DC-Gov)

Seat: Thursday, Martdi (85, 2003 530 PM

To: *ltallia Fedenc . .

Subject: RE: Saginaw Shippewa Tribe -- Schol Cost Shue

fhanks .

----- Qrifingl Hengage- o

From: Tealia Federiel tosilto: Ciali« NI
sent: Thursday, Marel 06, 206% 2:97 PR

Fo: Ahramsfl, Jaok (DirsDE-Sow)

Subject: RE: Sagivaw Chippesa Toibe -- Schoel Cost Share

got i, ..

e Gpiginal Mesaage-----

Froms pb;umotfj* {mnd Lt abeamo £ GG
Sent: Tharsday, Marchk e, 2003 4125 PR

Tay dtalia

Subtesty FW: Saglimaw Chippewa Trile -- Scheel Cost Shage

Preass 1ot me ko Lf you san osll Sreve on thia. Thanks s much Iusiiat

e Briginal HEssage-----

From: Podlanger, Todd (0 o-DO-Goyl

Sent: Thursday, Harch 05, 2043 4:25 B

oy TYtalia Federici!

Ca: Abrsmoff, Jack (Dir-b-Gov})

Aubject Baginav Chippews Tribe -- School Gt Share

Below s an emall from our client, the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe in Hichlgan, -Ba you can see
BIA is deiagging it's fest with regard ro rhe cost shabe program. I LU wasn't for the
Saginaw, ‘the program wouldn't even exiat and now the SIA needs me have a meating to
digouss the fmplications of the language because they den't tHink the aaginau aye eligible
for the mewney becaus= they currently don'b gperate 3 IR aghool and/or agze not on the
schoo) constriction priecity list.

Well, the language we included in the bill'fmade no seference to either BIA contrel or the
priovity list. 1 know this becauss I wrote it. Re also idoluded a colloguy with Ssnator
Btabenow -and Senater Burns clarifying the Saglnaw were responsible for Lhik.

Wa'lok really going to weed somecne from the top .down to bell Aurena Makbis {who-hasa't
Been hostlle-at all) that this woney ls going Lo the Saginaw, period. Your theughis?

~=Todd

"Fust spoke with Dr. Ken Ros& at BIA New Mexics #fficé. He indicated concerns We has ower
the school cost-share legislation, which he interprets ne Tribes. can recelve the money Lif
they were not ¢n the September 1996 BIX schoola list. Thérefors, e does not belleve tNe
Tribe is eligible, Br. Ross indicated thaf he is meetinn with Aurene Martin shd the BIA
legal counsel mext Tuesday o discuss the program: He wanbts to ereate. criterisa and hag
concesns. about aquity, Boyd Rdbinsen of the same office Indicated yestc:daf that he khows
of other Tribes interested in the consfructien funds, Poss will mot send Any forms fob the
mbnies unkil after he obtains legal twunsel fzem BIA, ™

GTG-E600027919

Ms. FEDERICI. No; and I think that if I recall correctly my re-
sponse “got it” was a dismissive, I do not necessarily plan to take
any action on that; just e-mail received. If you did not respond to
Jack’s e-mails, he would call and call and call and e-mail and e-
mail and e-mail until he knew that you had received what he want-
ed you to receive.

The CHAIRMAN. That fact that you have been friends with Mr.
Griles, it seems to me, we are not talking about friendship; we are
talking about official communications concerning substantive issues
here. So I am puzzled why you would not remember, for example,
a 4-p.m. meeting on a certain date, not on a social visit, but on a
specific issue affecting Native Americans.
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Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, I would not have scheduled, I think there
is a misunderstanding I would like to clarify.

The CHAIRMAN. Okay.

Ms. FEDERICI. I believe my response to seeing him at 4 p.m.
today was that I was telling Mr. Abramoff that I had already had
a previously scheduled appointment or meeting, and considering
the timeframe in December, maybe that was around the Depart-
ment of the Interior’s Christmas party. I am not really sure. But
I did not set up a special meeting to go to the Department of the
Interior to raise that issue with Mr. Griles, and I can see why you
would think that if I had done that, I would recall it, but I had
some other reason for going to the Department of the Interior at
4 p.m. on December 6.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, I can also see why if Mr. Abramoff received
that response when he asked you to address an issue with Mr.
Griles and you say “I am seeing him at 4 p.m. today,” I would nat-
urally assume that that response would be indicating that you
would be discussing that issue with him.

Ms. FEDERICI. I never really went into the substance of these
issues with Mr. Griles.

The CHAIRMAN. You didn’t?

Ms. FEDERICI. As I said in my deposition, to the best of my recol-
lection.

The CHAIRMAN. Then look at exhibit 55. Now, exhibit 55 is an
e-mail from Mr. Abramoff to you dated December 2, 2002, entitled
“Jena Band, Logansport Asked to Speak on Proposed Casino.” Mr.
Abramoff writes, “It seems that the Jena are on the march again.
If you can, can you make sure Steve squelches this again.” You re-
spond, “Thanks for the update. I will bring it up ASAP.”

[Exhibit follows:]
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Ithilia Federici

ron: abrarioifji
Sent:
Te:
Subjsst

aimber 03,2002 155 AM

RE: Jena Band: Pansl, Logansport ssked o speak o proposed oasing « Shrvanor Timas

TPhdnks .

----- Origimal MeSsafgea-—-
com: Tralia federict (mgilw:x.:;auaaml

Sent: Mondsy, Decefber 42, 2002 TriE BN

Tov: abrans s Q——

Subjec:r ‘BE: Jena Baﬂd} Pangl, Logansport asked 4o speak om proposed casins
~ Shreveport Timas

Thanks for the update. -I'11 bring it up-asapt
----- Original Vessdge---—- .

From: abramef ¢ N (railto:dranct £ NG—_—
Sent: Monday, Decenber .02, 2003 L11:i%53 EM

Vot iveli ] :

Subject: ¥W: Jena Band: Panel,
- Shreveport Timgs
Importances- High \ X
It seeis that the Jepa are on Lhe marchoagain. 409 you caf, can you mike
sure. Sré%e fquelches this ‘again? thanksit )

Logansport.asked Lo speak on. proposed pasing

—-~~~Original Hessagg---—- .
From: $hort, Stephanis Leger (Assos-bBG
gnt: Monday, -Dedesiber 02, 2002 10:25.4

Qov/ AL .
o peloushatta

Subject: Jena Bands Panel, Logansport 4sKed to speak on proposéd dasing -
Shreveport Times ‘
Importance: High

Ve need fo get s sense fvom BIA 4f possible onm timing. Whilé they don't
havé @ compaet (yet) rsaking the Iand into trust will be & huge stép for them
in getting the Stite to mive of 4 compact. Can anyone get any intel from
BISY WD cific= is looking inte it as well.

Panel, Logansport $sked to spedk on Dro:
Vickis velborn = i
mailty inews|
Posted on November %7, 2002 .
MANGFIELD - The DaSoto Parish Politle Jury-and the town of Logangpnrt have
been glven 30 days g an the oied Tand acquisition reguest
submitted by the Jess Band of Choctaws: If taken inte trust, the lang just
outside of Logansport would b homs to s Class IIT casimn.

oged o

> / The Times Mansfield Bureay

The .8, Department of Interidrvs: Burems oFf Imddan ‘KEfigdiry Eashtern Reglonal
Office in Washville, Tern., sent lerters to both government

boadiss ¥is certified mall that wede vetaived Fri sy . In.additio
for Ents on Lhé-prépdsed acquinitio: ter a)
eddirions) infermationion the possible’ fmpact
the tax baze. : ’

pe Bolice Jury in “Rugust approved A
mndrbased casine: It would serve up heo in
Band of Choctaws, wWhich now ‘s based 4n Kap

Police dury Président Dewayne Mitohell ylans Lo drafy the paslen
to the letter next week. *I'N not sure how We Will respond, but

3 )

%
SENCREA 10/04 000039
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we will &dd more comments other thag providing the additiond) infermatidn
they requesied.« ) o

"hé lacver, Signed Ly agting Qepiity Tegional director Wowaxd Bemes,
«adioates the Pelice Jury will be notifisd of the decifion teo approve or
“deny Lhe tribe's appiication;, but it gives ng deve. Mitchell said he also
Bak not been told when bo expwet an asnower.

"But wa'ze still positive abaut it,* he added.
Likewise, the towm of Logansport will £

Freeman ekpects to be bpied.
284 singe the property is lem

i its repponise, which Mayer Decnds
Freemen sdid ghe town has little tg
ated vutside the cotgorate Limite,

DeSeto Parish Tax Asszgsser Jrmy Stvohens said the parish would loge Haeg
anmually in propesty taxes currentily lenis@ on Lhe property, The K34 acres
is oumed By H.K. Stanley’s Alexatiiriaib ed Machal Inc. Stanley wds the
financial Backer in the Jena Cliochaws’ effort re Pat @ 5300 million casine
in Vinteh. Thay stplicstion wes denied 4ip March.

Logahsport officials already have showd their Support for the préject with a
rasolotion, freeman said he previously indicdived the town's willingness Lo

exband gas and sewer servigs ke the site, whieh is about & mile sast of the
corporste limite.

It's 2lsc possilbile, Freeman sgid, the town weuld congider #hdeding the
Droperiy between the corpprate limite and proposed casibe sits. The

Tesexvation land itself cam be ¢ because onge iv is teken into
trust it will become s sovereign nation.

"I would expect we would HMex outito;(state H%ghway):‘igl‘ because that would .

put us ‘in a-pesition to Gexvice the infrastructUre om any other
usiness development in that acéa, ! Fresman, fadi e
ad while/othir DaSoto organieations-alde have moved theiy suppert for. the
gasino, opposigion ig mounting ameng governmental bodies andg organizationg
in the Shreveport-Bessier City aren, The loss of Jocal aigd-state tex, revenue
OLten has been cited as She reasom. Indian casincs afe exempt froin vaying
state and ‘federal taxes, wnlike the riverboat ‘eaglnos. )

The: information contained in this trapsmission may contain.
privileged:and confidential information. It isvdntendsd ghly
for the use of the person(s) named -abéve. . If YVou are nel he
intended redipient, you.are hereby notifted Lhat any rewview,
dissenination, digtribucion or Guplicatich of thds .
comminication is strictly prohibited. T€ you are not ik
intendad Fecipiént, please contact. the sender by yeply email
and destroy all copies of the origindl message. :

email te. Bostmastes

To x4ply to our email adwinistrator Slzently, please send an
L . .

The informarion contained in this:
privileéged and confidential InEormati
Eor the use of the person(s) named ko'
intended reciplent, you are hereby n
tsgpemination, discributfon or duplical
sommunication is strictly prohibiled.. If
inrended recipient, ploasé Contaotsihs
and destroy all copies of £he ord

To reply to our email. &dministrato
emall to postmagrex! )

SENGREA 10404 000040
Ms. FEDERICI. Right. And I told the committee staff during my

deposition that I did have specific recollections of mentioning Jena
and Saginaw Chippewa with Deputy Secretary Griles, but not the

substance of what those issues were.
The CHAIRMAN. That is a remarkable statement.

Exhibit 39, please look at it, an e-mail from Mr. Abramoff ’1’;0 Mi-
chael Scanlon entitled, Mr. Abramoff says he “just got a call” from
you. You apparently provided Mr. Abramoff with thenjnon—‘pubhc
information from Mr. Griles that, “as of now, Norton is going to
sign the Jena deal.” Do you know anything about that? In other
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words, the implication in this e-mail is that you received informa-
tion from Mr. Griles that was not public, that says “as of now, Nor-
ton is going to sign the Jena deal.”

[Exhibit follows:]
From: Abramilt, Jack (DirDC-Gov), VoSN u=WDE/ti=Recipisnisicn=abeamioff] on batalf
of Abirarioff, dack (Dir-DC-Bavy
Sent: Fricay, February-15, 2002°8:33 AM
To: "Mike:Scanlon®”
Subject: RE: shit

Lét mé see-if I bEn get him te-do everything, :dnd I mean everything in town for $166K ox
less. Get me-a 1isk of what you think he shodld bs doing,

cmem-Origlindl Meshage-—-s~ N )

From! Hike Scanlon Imsilie:ndke {EG——
sent: Fridavy, “February 15, 2007 9:33.2AM

Tai abramcEin

Subject: Re: shit

Tiied cal¥ing you, ALl we have Ieftds 160K 1if you aanna give it té him £1Y send iy down.
I'm on «ell if you for a whiles

- —=0riginal. Messugemwaw

Fxom: abramoffi@ o <abramoffj
To: Mike Scanlon g! H
Senty Fri Feb 15 0

Subjects shie

1 4ust gov a ca¥l From Italia, Stevé fold her that, as of now, NWortol is geing to siyn the
Jena deal. We Heve 5 ratchet this up,. FEob Openers; we must get. the -naciendl Christian
groups going. I.8m going to chat with: Reed and. try Mo get a prige, but vwe are going to
have to do zomething. Ve Bave to toyn wp the' heat onothis, we- ceemmr. lose thia, T just
triad t6 es¥l vaur cell., Can yéu #all me asap at Honie?

The informstionicontained in this transmissien may . coatain
priv*leged and confidentidl information. %t is Entended only
for the use of the personis} named-sbove. If you aye'mot the
intended xempzent, you sre hereby notified thatiany review,
disseminstion, distribution or duplicecisn of thiw
communication is strigtly prohibited, Ifyou are not. the
intended :e:ﬁ.pient, ple contact the sender by reply emadl
and destroy all copies of the original mefsage.

To reply to dur email .admindstrates dix‘ectly, please send -t
email. to postmasteré

GTG-EDD0B1021¢

Ms. FEDERICI. I do not recall having had that conversation with
Mr. Abramoff, Senator, but I do recall that, this goes to sort of
what I said about not discussing the substance of the specific
issues, but having mentioned the issue in general. The Jena issue,
as I remember it, for me was that it was much more of a political
problem that Jack was raising with me; that Christian conserv-
atives and other very important grassroots constituencies and large
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blocs of Republican Congressmen and Senators were very angry be-
cause they felt that they were not being heard.

I believe what I told your staff during the deposition was that
my memo that I wrote to the Department of the Interior, that I ad-
dressed actually to Eric Ruff, and any of the mentions with regard
to Jena would have been much more focused on, I am hearing that
Christian conservative groups are really angry and that they are
going to start running negative ads about Secretary Norton; it is
something to do with the Jena; or I am hearing or I was shown a
stack of letters signed by very large blocs of Republicans and that
are saying that the doors of BIA have been closed to them, and
they are not having access and getting the respect that they think
that they are merited; Is anybody aware of what is happening with
this Jena issue?; Is anybody talking to these people?

That is what I meant by not discussing the substance. You know,
Senator, sitting here today I now know that the Jena issue was
about a designation for land and it had to do with casinos. That
was not my understanding of the issue 3 years ago.

The CHAIRMAN. Who are these large blocs of Congressmen and
Senators, Ms. Federici? Can you give us the names?

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, groups.

The CHAIRMAN. You just said that large blocs of Congressmen
and Senators.

Ms. FEDERICI. Right.

The CHAIRMAN. Who were they?

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, if you really want me to just start naming
names of people I saw letters signed by?

The CHAIRMAN. Sure.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay. Senator Grassley, Senator Stabenow. I do
not know which particular Indian issues they were, but I was
told——

The CHAIRMAN. We were specifically referring to the Jena issue.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay. Well, with the Jena issue, I believe it was
the Republican Policy Committee, which is sort of like your Gang
of 14. It is a bloc of people. I understood that there were Senators
and Congressmen who were unhappy that this was going to be tak-
ing place in their districts.

The CHAIRMAN. I am interested in knowing who those individ-
uals were, or some of them, if there large blocs.

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, I cannot name all of the Senators or all of
the Congressmen who are part of the Republican Policy Committee.

The CHAIRMAN. Can you name one of the large blocs of Senators
and Congressmen?

Ms. FEDERICI. I did, the Republican Policy Committee. So if you
know who is involved in that.

The CHAIRMAN. I am asking if you can name one Senator or Con-
gressman. The Republican Policy Committee has nothing to do
with the Gang of 14. Please go ahead.

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, Senator, you have all the letters.

The CHAIRMAN. Do you have any names? You just said there are
large blocs of Congressman and Senators.

Ms. FEDERICI. There were.

The CHAIRMAN. Then tell me the names of them?
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Ms. FEDERICI. Well, Senator, sitting here today without having
notes in front of me, I cannot recall and I do not want to just sort
of start throwing names out. I did give you some names of Senators
and Congressmen who I said signed letters that I saw about tribal
matters and who seemed to be upset. You did not like that re-
sponse.

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever provide documents to Mr. Griles
that you had received from Mr. Abramoff or his associates, that is,
the Jena notebook?

Ms. FEDERICI. Pardon me?

The CHAIRMAN. Did you ever provide documents to Mr. Griles
that you had received from Mr. Abramoff or his associates?

Ms. FEDERICI. I cannot recall having given Mr. Griles documents.
I mean, I might have shown him a newspaper article or something
like that, but I did several days after the last hearing watch the
hearing. The notebook I believe you are referring to appeared in
November 2003. By November 2003, I do not think I communicated
with Jack Abramoff for 4 months.

The CHAIRMAN. But you do not recall if you ever provided any
documents that were given to you by Mr. Abramoff or his associ-
ates to Mr. Griles?

Ms. FEDERICI. I recall newspaper articles, Senator. I believe that
that was somewhat covered during my deposition. They were all
newspaper articles that I was shown.

The CHAIRMAN. All you did was provide newspaper articles, noth-
ing more?

Ms. FEDERICI. Not that I can recall, and I haven’t had anybody
show me anything to refresh my memory otherwise.

The CHAIRMAN. Exhibit 64, Ms. Federici, an e-mail dated Janu-
ary 21, 2003 entitled, “Intel from Department of the Interior BIA.”
Mr. Abramoff asked you if there is “any way to find out when and
how the BIA will respond to a letter from Governor Foster about
a new Jena casino.” You respond, “Thanks, Jack. I will ask about
the timing and content and call you.” Mr. Abramoff also reached
out to you about the Jena Band’s casino proposal, that is in exhibit
73. That is an e-mail dated March 9, 2003 entitled “Jena Choctaw
Update.” You responded, “I will call you on Monday with whatever
I can find out.”

[Exhibits follow:]
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Ms. FEDERICI. Okay.

The CHAIRMAN. These e-mails are typical of many others we
have, where Mr. Abramoff asks you to contact Mr. Griles on issues
important to his clients, his clients have contribute to the CREA.
And you say, “I am on it; I will get back ASAP; I will bring it up
ASAP.” Did you actually do the things you said you would or not?

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, if I told Jack Abramoff that I would make
a phone call, I did. But as I said before, I tried to reach Steve many
more times than I actually successfully reached him.

The CHAIRMAN. Why wouldn’t Mr. Abramoff just contact Mr.
Griles himself?

Ms. FEDERICI. That is an excellent question.

The CHAIRMAN. Why didn’t you ask him that during all these e-
mails that you were receiving from him over a period of years, and
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saying, “I am on it; I will get to it ASAP; Seeing him at 4 p.m.
today,” et cetera. Why didn’t you ask him that question?

Ms. FEDERICI. Because he was a friend and a donor, and when
my friends reach out to me and ask me to help them with things,
I never turn around and say, why don’t you just do it yourself. A
lot of people ask us for assistance or for help all the time, and I
would never turn to a friend and say, do it yourself, especially
when you are talking about a local telephone call.

The CHAIRMAN. You didn’t reach Mr. Griles or did not get done
what he had asked for. Did you ever tell him that you didn’t?

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, it was apparent from the numerous e-mails
throughout the lifetime that I knew Jack that many things did not
get answered.

The CHAIRMAN. But Ms. Federici, there is no e-mail from you
that says “I didn’t contact him; I didn’t meet with him; I didn’t get
this information.”

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, Senator——

The CHAIRMAN. Let me finish my question, Ms. Federici.

What is in all of these e-mails 1s, “You’ve got it; Thanks for the
update; I will bring it up ASAP; I am calling right now.” There is
never an e-mail that says, “I did not get a hold of him; I was un-
able to communicate.”

Ms. FEDERICI. But there are e-mails from Jack to me saying,
“Why didn’t you respond to my e-mail?; What is going on with
this?; How come you never got back to me?; Where are we on this?;
What is going on?”

There are e-mails coming from him that clearly indicate that be-
tween my e-mail back, just sitting at my computer, okay, sure, I
will ask about that; thanks, Jack; send. And then a week would
pass, 2 weeks would pass, however much time, repeatedly through-
out these e-mails he writes back to me and says, “I didn’t hear any-
thing; what is going on?; Can you give me an update?”

The CHAIRMAN. Why didn’t you just tell him? Why is there no e-
mail that says, “I did not contact him; I did not get an answer; I
cannot help you out.?”

Ms. FEDERICI. I was probably busy doing some of the Republican
Environmental Advocacy work that I was working on.

The CHAIRMAN. I see, but you would respond by saying “I am on
it” and “I will do it,” but you could not respond that you were too
busy to respond by saying, “I did not get a hold of him.”

Ms. FEDERICI. I might have called Jack to say, you know, there
are a lot of e-mails, and then I am going to call Jack to say, “Jack,
I didn’t reach him; I will try later.” But there are plenty of e-mails
to me, Senator, where Jack Abramoff, one, apologizes consistently
from day one to the last day of the communication for bothering me
with tribal matters, and there are also e-mails

The CHAIRMAN. It’s funny. We did not get those e-mails, and we
got all of their e-mails, Ms. Federici.

Ms. FEDERICI. There are many of those e-mails.

The CHAIRMAN. Look at exhibit 81 please. Look at exhibit 81.
This is April 3, 2003 between you and Mr. Abramoff entitled “Ur-
gent Alert, DOI Proposes Policy Changes in Compact Review Proc-
ess.” Here, Abramoff attaches a memo on this issue, to the e-mail,
and writes, “If this attached memo is correct, someone over at BIA
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is doing some really odd things. Any way to see if this is something
coming from the top? All of our tribes are very agitated about this
one.” In response, you write, “I will definitely see what I can find
out. I hate to bug you, but is there any news about a possible con-
tribution?”

Ms. FEDERICI. From a tribe for the Labor Environment——

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Federici, I have not completed my question
to you.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Federici, any objective observer would see
that there is a clear connection between contributions to your orga-
nization and work that you would be doing on behalf of Mr.
Abramoff with the Department of the Interior. I will repeat again.
In response, you write, “I will definitely see what I can find out,”
and then you immediately go on to say, “I hate to bug you, but is
there any news about a possible contribution from Redacted?”

[Exhibit follows:]
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Ms. FEDERICI. Okay, “Because the Labor Environment Alliance
launch is rapidly approaching and we are very, very committed. I
am worried about getting everything in place. The Labor Environ-
ment Alliance is great and will be extremely helpful to our guys.
Thanks for all of your help.”

Every one of my funding requests to Jack was attached to not
only an environmental project, Senator, but a completed environ-
mental project. The Labor Environment Alliance was time-consum-
ing to organize. It was extremely successful. We traveled out of
State, and we did a very successful grassroots campaign.

The CHAIRMAN. This is totally non-responsive, Ms. Federici. Is
there a connection between what you say, “I will definitely see
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what I can find out; I hate to bug you, but is there any news about
a possible contribution.” Does that appear to be that there is a quid
pro quo here?

Ms. FEDERICI. No; The quid pro quo is I need the money for LEA.
All T did was attach, a, “yes, Jack, I will look into that. By the way,
while I am sending you an e-mail,” I did not write that, I would
like to attach the second thought. I mean, it just is not a natural
way for someone to write. So he sent me an e-mail. I told him I
would look into it, and then I attached a second unrelated thought
about a contribution attached to an environmental project. An envi-
ronmental project, Senator, was expensive and it was completed.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, we have many e-mails, Ms. Federici. For
example, exhibit 66, an e-mail between you and Mr. Abramoff enti-
tled, “Help.” Here you ask Mr. Abramoff, “I hate to bother you with
this right now; hoping to ask you about a possible contribution to
CREA.” 1t started out, Mr. Abramoff graciously responds, “We will
get that moving ASAP; I will hit them immediately.” But he contin-
ues, “By the way, Governor Foster just sent Gale another letter
pushing a new compact he signed for Jena. Can you make sure
Steve knows about this and puts the kaibosh on it? Thanks.” Ms.
Federici promises, “I will tell him where they are now and with
whom. Thanks, Jack.”

There are numerous e-mails.

[Exhibit follows:]
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Ms. FEDERICI. I never asked Steve to put the kaibosh on any-
thing. And Senator, I cannot tell you what was in Jack’s mind. I
only know what was in my mind. Jack gave me a reason for why
the Native American tribes were donating to us. We were very
pleased for their generous contributions. I repeatedly offered to
meet with them in my capacity as CREA’s president. We invited
them to our events and I used their resources to complete sub-
stantive and important environmental work.
The CHAIRMAN. Did it matter to you that Mr. Abramoff was ask-

ing you to contact Mr. Griles on issues important to donors to the
CREA?
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Ms. FEDERICI. No; not particularly. I was responding to Jack at
the time, he was a friend, in the way I would respond to any friend
who had a need or a question.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, in the record, there is a continuous stream
of e-mails that connect contributions to you and CREA with actions
that are requested or anticipated concerning Native Americans.
There is a long stream of them, and they will be in the record.
Since your answers are so bizarre, I will not continue. I will let oth-
ers make that judgment.

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, am I allowed to add something quickly?

The CHAIRMAN. Sure.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay. I did notice on the committee’s website
there is an e-mail, and part of this is

The CHAIRMAN. There is a stream of e-mails, Ms. Federici.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay, there is a stream of e-mails. I only got like
one or two in before I stopped looking. There is an e-mail. I do not
know the context of these e-mails. You are saying that you do not
?ave any of the e-mails from Jack where he apologizes to me

or——

The CHAIRMAN. We have all the e-mails. We just do not have the
e-mails that contain the information that you claim there is. We
have all the e-mails.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay. Well, here is an example, Senator. On
Thursday, March 1, 2001, there was an e-mail stream that was put
up on the internet that appears to show, as it is posted, that I in-
vited Jack to meet Secretary Norton at Julie Finley’s home, and
then Jack said, “wow, that would be great; thank you so much for
everything; let me know if I can help you cover the costs.” And it
stops there. And it would create the impression in mind of anyone
who did not know the circumstances that I was charging people to
meet Secretary Norton. The missing part of that e-mail is the part
where I say, “Thank you so much for the offer, but Julie is the
hostess with the mostess, and she will not let anyone help with
anything. She is great.” And I turned down the contribution.

So these e-mails, if we are going to parse them individually, tend
to take

The CHAIRMAN. We are not parsing them, Ms. Federici. We have
a long stream of e-mails. I did not bring up that e-mail that you
are talking about because there may be some ambiguity associated
with it. The fact is, there is a long stream of e-mails that show a
direct connection between contributions, your relationship with Mr.
Griles, and action taken by the, well, action that was taken or was
attempted to be made.

Ms. FEDERICI. I do not understand why the committee
doesn’t——

The CHAIRMAN. I did not even mention that e-mail that you
wanted mentioned. It is clear, it is clear when you mention con-
tributions to your organization in the same e-mail on many occa-
sions, with action that you can have taken by the Department of
the Interior, there is a connection, Ms. Federici. We are releasing
all of these e-mails and we will let others judge, but it is clear to
me what was going on.

Senator Dorgan.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.
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Ms. Federici, when you came to the committee interview, you in-
dicated on a number of occasions you felt this proceeding was a
witch hunt. Can you tell us why you think this proceeding is a
witch hunt?

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, I have read in the newspaper and I have
actually been told by the press that committee staff in particular
are engaged in a smear campaign against me.

The CHAIRMAN. Who in the press told you that?

Ms. FEDERICI. I do not believe that he would appreciate me tell-
ing his name. It would probably preclude his ability to work with
other sources. But I have read that

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, you are under oath and the chair-
man has asked you a question. You are suggesting that somehow
someone was trying to smear you, and you have indicated——

Ms. FEDERICI. I was told that there was a narrative of a very
personal nature that was being put forward from committee staff.
You know, it sort of fits with:

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, look, that is not what you told the
committee in your deposition. You suggested this was a witch hunt
for other reasons, but now that you have apparently created a rea-
son separate from that, you want to air that out. We would be
happy to find all those sources if you want to do that.

Let me just tell you my impression. I listened to your answers
to Senator McCain. Here is what it looks like. Now, I come from
a really small town, but I think I can spot a pretty big lie from
time to time. Somebody has been lying to us. Somebody sitting at
this table has been lying to us. You probably have not had a chance
to hear the previous testimony, but we have witnesses that have
come to this Committee that clearly have been lying. The question
is who.

Now, I have listened to the line of questioning proposed by Sen-
ator McCain today. I want to tell you my impression. You should
disabuse that, if you think the evidence exists to do it. You received
some hundreds of thousands of dollars in contributions to an envi-
ronmental organization that you headed, and those hundreds of
thousands of dollars came from Indian tribes. I assume that might
have been a surprise to you. I mean, to head a Republican environ-
mental organization, then all of a sudden one day to find, remark-
ably, you are getting a lot of money from Indian tribes.

Ms. FEDERICI. It did not surprise me, Senator.

Senator DORGAN. Then why don’t you tell me why you were not
surprised.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay.

Senator DORGAN. And tell me also how much money you received
from the various Indian tribes.

Ms. FEDERICI. I would be happy to do that.

Senator DORGAN. All right.

Ms. FEDERICI. It did not surprise me because I have had a very
close working relationship with Chairman Ben Nighthorse Camp-
bell. When we founded our organization in 1997, he actually flew
out to do Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher in an effort to help
us get some publicity. He hosted a fundraiser with us where we did
outreach to many of the same groups that are being discussed here
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today. And I follow the environmental movement very closely, obvi-
ously. It is what I do.

In the year 2000, Ralph Reed ran for President of the Green
Party and he selected as his running mate a Native American
woman. I believe her name was Winona LaDuke. One of the things
that they talked about repeatedly was that her Native American
heritage gave her a wonderful respect for conservation and the en-
vironment, and the Green Party really liked that.

I thought it was a wonderful—

Senator DORGAN. Let me just correct that, because while Ralph
Reed’s name shows up in very many places, he would not want to
be associated with your remarks.

Ms. FEDERICI. Right. I am sorry. Ralph Nader.

Senator DORGAN. We have other reasons to pose future tough
questions to Mr. Reed, but he would not want to be identified with
someone who ran for President on the Green Party.

Ms. FEDERICI. Right. The Green Party, yes.

But Native Americans are, I think, at least in my mind, a very
generous group of individuals. In fact, I was kind of joking, we are
a week from Thanksgiving, which is the quintessential holiday
celebrating Native American generosity. And I believe that they
are also very closely tied to the environment. So I was happy to re-
ceive money from them.

Senator DORGAN. So, I have news for you. Ben Nighthorse Camp-
bell is not an Indian tribe. He is a Native American. He is former
chairman of this committee, but he is not a tribe.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay.

Senator DORGAN. And if you are suggesting somehow that your
organization, a Republican environmental organization headed by
you, is the recipient of hundreds of thousands of dollars by some
act of generosity, that really strains credibility.

Let me tell you what it looks like from my standpoint. I am going
to go through a series of e-mails with you. It looks to me like

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, can I please just to the fullest of my abil-
ity?

Senator DORGAN. Of course.

Ms. FEDERICI I did print off some materials from the Saginaw
Chippewa, from the Coushatta, and from the Choctaw website, and
one piece in particular from the Saginaw Chippewa, a member of
the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe, a member, I do not want to misspeak
again, named David Pago wrote a piece called “Gas Prices Hurt In-
dians More Than Others.” I have worked for this entire relevant
time period that we are discussing very hard on energy issues and
issues that I feel would raise energy prices. The Choctaw Vision
website, parts of it dovetail with the mission statement of the
Labor Environment Alliance, including the Clean Air Act portions.

Senator DORGAN. You are welcome to submit all that for the
record, Ms. Federici. I am not——

Ms. FEDERICI. But Senator, I feel like what people are saying,
and I might be misunderstanding you and the chairman, and
please forgive me if I am, is that it should have been blatantly ob-
vious to me that Native Americans would not be generous or phil-
anthropic and would not care about the environment; and it should
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have been obvious to me at the time that they were making these
generous contributions to my group for some third purpose.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, look, let me finish what I was
going to tell you. I am going to ask you a bunch of questions about
the evidence itself.

First of all, you have this organization that you head, a Repub-
lican environmental group, CREA, and you come into hundreds of
thousands of dollars. And then we take a look at what your organi-
zation has been doing, a massive e-mail trail of contacts you have
with Interior, with Mr. Griles, with Mr. Abramoff and so on. And
it looks to me like you got paid for doing things that had nothing
at all to do with your organization. That is probably for other peo-
ple to investigate with some seriousness, but I want to ask you
some questions about some of the evidence.

You are an environmental organization. You come into a lot of
money from Indian tribes. My guess is that that money had noth-
ing to do with generosity, or had very little to do with energy or
the environment, but had a lot to do with Mr. Abramoff saying to
his contacts in these tribes, “I want you to stick money into Ms.
Federici’s organization,” and they did.

We have had testimony about that. Let me just read you some
information from document 88. I'll just go through a series of them.
From Abramoff to Italia, “Want to see if we can get a sense as to
where we are on the following: Sac and Fox, Saginaw Chippewa
school cost program; moving the Inspector General from Choctaw,
Mississippi to Coushatta election; Mashpee, Jena. Thanks.”

[Exhibit follows:]
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Ms. FEDERICI. And there is no response to that e-mail, Mr. Vice
Chairman.

Senator DORGAN. Pardon me.

Ms. FEDERICI. There was no response to that e-mail.

Senator DORGAN. That is true. I am just telling you that our
records are full of these things. It is full of references to the duties
that you were performing for Mr. Abramoff. Those duties had to do
with the term “juice” that also exists in our set of records. You had
“juice.” You got paid for that “juice” by having Mr. Abramoff direct
funds to your organization, and you spent a lot of time in your cor-
respondence back and forth with Mr. Abramoff about what you are
doing; not about the environment; not about energy; about Jena,
Mashpee, all of these issues that have to do with Mr. Abramoff.

It looks to me like you were working for Mr. Abramoff and you
were getting money from Indian tribes to do it. That is what it
looks to me like.
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Ms. FEDERICI. But Senator, I do not know what was in Jack’s
mind. I only know what I was told. And I never told or was told
by or had a conversation with any Native American or Native
American tribe where my duties to my donors were outlined as,
you know, we think you have “juice” with this, that or the other
thing, or where I requested funding for something other than envi-
ronmental activism.

Now, I believed at the time that the reason that Jack was giving
us money is because he was a very generous Republican fundraiser.
I mean, the amounts of money that, as I understand it

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, that is unbelievable.

Ms. FEDERICI. What we received from Jack were modest in com-
parison to some of the fundraising that he did.

Senator DORGAN. The way you describe it in this testimony is the
Indian tribes are generous; Jack is generous; everybody is gener-
ous. That is unbelievable to me.

Ms. FEDERICI. That is unbelievable to me.

Senator DORGAN. You think that there are resources in this town
that provide generosity to the tune of several hundred thousands
of dollars, and then we take a look at what was done? Let me just
ask you to look at, if you would, exhibit 56, to you from Mr.
Abramoff, “The important thing is that Steve,” I assume that is Mr.
Griles, a friend of long- standing, “Steve clearly understands what
a great friend he has in you. He is a great guy and we need to
make sure he is always protected.”

What do you think he needed protection from, Ms. Federici?

[Exhibit follows:]




34

From: ) Vo= SN Gu=WOCTen=Retiplanls/cn=abramoff] o bietalt
. j av)

Senl: ‘Wadngsday, mberN 20021016 AM

Tat Yfiallia Fedéad‘

Subject: RE: Gun Lake Indizn tribe casino

My pledsure. The imp ant part i LhEb StevE clearky upderstands what a great friend he

has in youi he is a great guy and we need to:make sure'he is aluays protected. As for
the acting A5, let né think on it today.

————— ~Original Messagoo—--~

E‘;om tali; deriei Emalltn*italia“l
Sent: Wednesday, Dédeshar 04, 2682 lTJ;ZB AV
To:  abrandify
Subject: RE}-GUn: lake Indlan tribe gasine

woi mmug‘m: t:hay, éé\:!éd some?ma With real:
me knew ﬂxe crthex Issue ahcut Lhi

‘and: T tétd him 3
atature.

lines of eomunication are being .shit off. A DL thankyss to Cysut

mﬁ--érlgin&}. Hossagér——
| 2l

In{‘.e::ior to say they
to hin Lo atop THES ol sap: i

absault oh cur guys; saq.tﬁak chippm
s SpEEGIRE] Messages—ic

» ;o
SO

ﬁu ‘get
‘1‘1:25 La a dircct

Y Tpadt
| hanke Tralian

ii an ACgiele onGun Iake's propesed pasine
their envirenmental study 1z the last step

The informabisn cantainéd inthix ’t:ransmsaicﬂ Ty coptain pniw.leqed and confidential
:.nfomcioﬁ. IE, is intan/dad" only for ‘the £ the personds) named above. IT You age not

the intended reci semination,

diafrit : strivtly prokiliited: If you.are not
the el et ‘by reply email and destruy E11 copies of
the nxig&.‘nﬂ,. MRRANGE

To xegly to our email ad : di ¥ please. send an email to-

postmasted -

GTG-E000024441

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, I think I already answered that for your
committee staff during the deposition. But I cannot believe that in
all of the e-mails that you have that there are none of the e-mails
where Jack is talking to me about how angry certain members of
Congress are and that they are calling the White House, frankly;
that people are upset with the Interior Department because they
feel that there are problems with BIA.

I believed that Jack’s conversations with me were always geared
toward, hey, you know, I did not know that he was behind the ef-
fort to do the grassroots work with Ralph Reed. All Jack did was
pick up the phone and call me and say, “Oh, my God, this is a dis-
aster in the making. Ralph Reed and James Dobson are going to
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run ads against Secretary Norton. You need to give those people
a heads up.” I never knew that.

I do not know what Jack was thinking in his mind or what he
was doing. My conversations, to the extent that I would be able to
reach anyone at Interior about this, was about, you know, it was
political in nature, not related to the substance of the lobbying.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, who is Eric Ruff?

Ms. FEDERICI. He is the communications director at the Depart-
ment of the Interior, or he was.

Senator DORGAN. This is a memo from you to Eric Ruff, exhibit
No. 41, “Hi, Eric. Here are two articles that were forwarded to me
today. You can see from one that Ralph Reed and his firm are in-
volved somehow. From what I have been told, Ralph is working
with Doolittle, don’t know whether for free or as a paid consultant,
and has been bending the ear of Karl Rove and possibly even the
president about land and trust gaming issues,” and you go on and
on and on.

[Exhibit follows:]
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Ms. FEDERICI. Right. But I did not know that Jack was behind
that effort. And when I found that out, I felt tremendously manipu-
lated. Jack presented that to me that this was something that he
was hearing second-hand, or that he was a third party to it. He did
not tell me that he was paying Ralph Reed to do that.

Senator DORGAN. Reading from exhibit 4, “Hi Italia,” began Mr.
Abramoff, “I hate to bother you with something on tribal affairs,
but one of our hard core tribes is being screwed by the BIA and
we really need somehow to get the Secretary to undo this fast.
Their insurance business is just about to go under, days away, and
BIA is just not responding, since there is no new head there. I have
sent this to Steve as well, but I thought perhaps you might be able
to get this to the Secretary directly to get action. Here is the one-
pager on it.”

The point of this is that at the drop of a hat Mr. Abramoff would
to send you a note and say, “get this done; do this; contact this per-
son.” This is the person who incidentally gave you hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

[Exhibit follows:]
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Senator DORGAN. Would you agree that fhe tribes donated this
money at Mr. Abramoff’s request? I am talking about donated

money.
Ms. FEDERICI. Oh, absolutely, absolutely.

Senator DORGAN. So Mr. Abramoff got the tribes to donate some
hundreds of thousands of dollars to you. Do you agree that Mr.
Abramoff is constantly asking you to do business for him with re-

spect to tribal interests? Do you agree with that?

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, it appears constant because we are going
through it in a rapid-fire fashion, but to me, if it was once every

other week, that did not seem rapid-fire at the time.
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Senator DORGAN. Whatever “rapid-fire” is, do you agree that Mr.
Abramoff, after getting you the funding for your organization, was
asking you, as we have cited in the evidence, asking you to do some
Indian business with him at the Department of the Interior be-
cause you had “juice?” Do you agree with that?

Ms. FEDERICI. No, Senator; I do not agree with the characteriza-
tion that Jack made; that I was not a party to; that I had “juice”
at Interior. I had friends.

Senator DORGAN. I would like to stop with the “juice” thing. Do
you agree with this. Do you agree that Jack Abramoff got you some
hundreds of thousands of dollars and then asked you over a period
of time, many times, to get involved in Indian issues that he was
involved with with the Department of the Interior? Is that the
case?

Ms. FEDERICI. He did make requests of me, and he did also, Sen-
ator, continually apologize to me throughout this time period for,
bugging me with tribal issues.

Senator DORGAN. And so he got you the money. He asked you to
do some work with him with the Department of the Interior. Did
you do some work with the Department of the Interior? Did you
contact Mr. Griles? Did you do the kinds of things he was asking?

Ms. FEDERICI. I sent the memo to Eric Ruff, giving him a heads
up. And I told the committee staff in my deposition that I did raise
the concern that members of Congress had about both Jena and
Saginaw Chippewa with Steve, but I did not get into the substance
of those issues with the Department of the Interior officials.

Senator DORGAN. The exhibits that I have read to you just go on
and on and on from Mr. Abramoff to you. As I have indicated pre-
viously, you are then sending materials as well, in this case to Mr.
Ruff at the Department of the Interior.

Ms. FEDERICI. But I think that memo was appropriate. I mean,
I think that memo was appropriate.

Senator DORGAN. My point is this. My point is you received infor-
mation to an environmental group, non-profit that you

Ms. FEDERICI. No; to me as a person, Senator. I did tell your
Committee staff also, I paid for this e-mail account out of my own
pocket because I use it for both personal and business. I paid for
my cell phone out of my own pocket.

The CHAIRMAN. You pay for your cell phone out of your own
pocket?

Ms. FEDERICI. During this time period.

The CHAIRMAN. How much money did you get from Abramoff and
his clients?

Ms. FEDERICI. We got hundreds of thousands of dollars.

The CHAIRMAN. How much, roughly?

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay, without disclosing donors, I believe it is
about $500,000.

The CHAIRMAN. Over what period of time?

Ms. FEDERICI. Three years.

The CHAIRMAN. Over $500,000?

Ms. FEDERICI. Not over, not over. You guessed $400,000.

The CHAIRMAN. And that is modest, and so you were able to pay
for your own cell phone.
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Ms. FEDERICI. But Senator, I was not abusing non-profit re-
sources, okay? And Jack at the time, I believed, was a friend. I did
not know that he was doing the things that he was doing. I really
wish, sitting here today, I really wish that any of the Native Amer-
icans who donated to us had just once in this time period picked
up the phone and called me and said, you know, what are you
doing with our contribution; or how is this money being spent; so
that I could have had a direct line of access to them.

I repeatedly offered to meet with our Native American donors. I
invited them to all of our events. I was told by Jack Abramoff that
these were people who wanted him to, as their Washington rep-
resentative, help them to formulate where he was going to give
money, and that they did not want to be bothered with me.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, you must be the luckiest woman
alive.

Ms. FEDERICI. I thought I was.

Senator DORGAN. To be heading an organization and all of a sud-
den a friend says, you know something, let me get you about
$500,000. But now we know what that was for, in my judgment.

Let me ask you a question about exhibit 56, It is from Mr.
Abramoff to you, subject Jena Band panel, “It seems the Jena are
on the march again. If you can, can you make sure Steve squelches
this again? Thanks.”

Ms. FEDERICI. I never asked Steve to squelch anything the first
time. So I do not know, I have listened to your staff; Jack was close
to 50, a man, and a high-dollar donor. I did not feel comfortable
correcting his vernacular. We work with people every day who have
varying levels of decorum. There are lots of things, phrases that
Jack would use that I would not be comfortable using, but I did not
feel comfortable e-mailing him back and saying, don’t use the word
“kaibosh” with me.

I do think that he was not nearly as harsh with me as he was,
say, about me. For example, in the e-mail that your committee staff
showed me from this same time period where he told people he was
going to “f—ing bury me.” I mean, it is obvious from the e-mails
that you have that there was a lot that Jack was doing that I had
no idea about.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, you had an event at Signatures
restaurant. We have an e-mail trail about the question of whether
your organization was going to actually pay for the food and so on
at Signatures restaurant. Let me go through a couple of these.

Ms. FEDERICI. Which exhibit is that?

Senator DORGAN. Let me go through a couple of them. Exhibit
47. This is from Rodney Lane to Mr. Abramoff, “Spoke with Jared.
I got the sense they were hoping we would‘ take care’ of things; it
sounds to me like they are planning on doing these luncheons twice
a month; 10 or less coming for lunch tomorrow; to avoid embarrass-
ment, maybe we should pick up at least one-half this tab, then our
work with Jared going forward would give him a discount on future
events.” It goes on, “It looks like this bill was slightly over $300
plus tip; what do you want me to do in the future?”

A series of things in which——

[Exhibit follows:]
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Ms. FEDERICI. Jack was a donor. Again, I mean this goes to my
naivete, but I thought he was very generous.

Senator DORGAN. Well, that would be pretty generous; if you are
going to do a couple of meetings a month and go to a restaurant
and not be charged for it, that would be mighty generous.

Ms. FEDERICI. We did pay. We did pay, and we provided docu-
ments to the Department of Justice and the FBI and other people
that showed that we wrote checks and did make payments to Sig-
natures for the events that we did there. And I did leave open in
my deposition with Mr. Carrillo the possibility that there was a
lunch at some point that was picked up by Jack. We also did
lunches at the Caucus Room and other places, and we would pay
for our own lunches.
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The CHAIRMAN. Did Mr. Abramoff ever comp a CREA function?

Ms. FEDERICI. I cannot recall if he did or did not right now

The CHAIRMAN. But you just provided documents. Were you re-
imbursed? You must have examined whether there were cases
where you were comped by Abramoff.

Ms. FEDERICI. If T didn’t, the absence of a check would not be a
document. How would I know?

The CHAIRMAN. I think you would know whether you paid or not.
Any record keeping would indicate whether you paid or not. The
question is, did Abramoff ever comp an event by CREA?

Ms. FEDERICIL. I can’t say, but if he comped us a lunch at some
point in time, we would have just written it down as an in-kind
contribution. That is what an in-kind contribution is.

The CHAIRMAN. Exactly. And that is the question: Did he ever
comp anything for your organization?

Ms. FEDERICI. I was not asked to look into in-kind contributions,
that I recall.

The CHAIRMAN. You are totally non-responsive. You should know
whether you were comped or not, because it is just a simple thing
of recordkeeping. Go back into your records.

Ms. FEDERICI. For a $300-lunch 3 years ago?

The CHAIRMAN. Please do not interrupt anymore, Ms. Federici.

It is a simple question as to whether Mr. Abramoff ever comped
anything for your or your organization.

Ms. FEDERICI. I do not recall.

The CHAIRMAN. Then I would like to have you go back through
your documents and provide for this committee whether he did or
not.

Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman.

Ms. FEDERICI. I would be happy to do that.

Senator DORGAN. Let me just say that there is an exhibit on this.
No. 71, from Laura Lippy to Rodney Lane and then to Abramoff
from Rodney Lane. The end of it is, “Jared called; they want to do
this reception on Thursday, March 20, for 50 to 75 people; Jared
said that Italia and Jack spoke regarding this and Jack may want
to comp it; Eric can you call Jared to get the details; Rodney will
talk to Jack about the comp issue.” And then he says, “See what
Eric comes back with, but it sounds expensive. Do we owe them
something?” Mr. Abramoff says, “Unfortunately, she is critical to
me. What will it cost us?”

[Exhibit follows:]
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Bot  Abkanoff, Jacks [Dig-Bi-Gov)

Subjeat: FW: GREA - Freshman Receobisn

We'll See what Erika bemss bagh with Bub o% sounds expsnsivel Doiwe owe them or
something?

~~~~~ Origimal MEsiage-—-o=

Erom: Lauts Lippy [maditor xan:a_uppy”

Senti Tugsday, Hareh 04; 2003 12345 ¥H

Tor Hodney Langs Ericd Merke)

Cei Todd Thrasher,

Subjeaty CREA - Freshoon Reception

cared walledi They want to do ghis receprion on Thuysday, March Zoth far 5075 gm:p].c
Japed said that Italiz & Jack mpeke regazding thds and fhat-Jack may want to comp At

Era.ca. can you. tall Jored to det detail; ple:s:’ Rqﬁz\ev Wil talk o Jick about the r.oxq:
issue, Thanksi

Gl G“EGWIBSIBI

Ms. FEDERICI This event to the best of my recollectlon as I an-
swered in my deposition on October 7, did not take place. These are
conversations between people, not me, and I do not know what
Jack was thinking or what was in his mind. I can’t address this
e-mail.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, there is so much to ask you
about.

Ms. FEDERICI. I am happy to answer all of your questions.

Senator DORGAN. I understand, although I guess I am not under-
standing your answers. I think that this set of e-mails and the evi-
dence that we have collected through subpoena paints a very clear
picture of what was going on. You are denying virtually all of it.
I understand that. You come to the committee with some jeopardy.

Ms. FEDERICI. I am not lying. Senator, I am not lying to this
committee, okay? I am not lying to this committee. Jack Abramoff
gave us, you have to put it into the context of 4 years ago, 4%
years ago. Jack Abramoff was a very well known and very highly
respected lobbyist and Republican activist.

Let me put it to you this way. When I walk into the Republican
National Committee building, and Chairman McCain, you will
know this more than Vice Chairman Dorgan, there is a center
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there called the DeVos Media Center. I believe that the DeVos’, a
couple, gave $1 million out of their own pocket to help construct
that media center. I do not believe that they received anything per-
sonally in exchange for that. It is philanthropy.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Federici, please. Let’s get back on the sub-
ject. The time of this committee is more valuable than to talk about
a contribution from someone from the State of Michigan.

Here is the question, Ms. Federici. In one exhibit, Todd Boulan-
ger, a senior member of Mr. Abramoff’s team, is asked, “Can Italia
get shit in the President’s budget to Congress?” Mr. Abramoff re-
sponds, “I do not think she has juice beyond Interior.”

Another exhibit, here the two discuss CREA and a political con-
tribution, Mr. Abramoff writes to Mr. Boulanger, “Todd, did we not
request money for CREA from them? That is our access to Norton.
We need money for them more than many of the others.”

Another exhibit, here the two discuss a CREA freshman recep-
tion, Mr. Abramoff replies, “Unfortunately, she is critical to me.”

Why is it, Ms. Federici, that in your view, that Mr. Abramoff
time after time after time, not only believes you are critical, but en-
sures that donations are made to you and your organization? How
do you think he became so confused?

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, how did he get confused enough to call
Native Americans “troglodytes?” Nobody can know what Jack
Abramoff was thinking.

The CHAIRMAN. That is not responsive, Ms. Federici.

Ms. FEDERICI. I can’t know what was in Jack Abramoff’s mind.

The CHAIRMAN. So the answer is you do not know?

Ms. FEDERICI. I have no idea. Those e-mails were not to me or
from me.

The CHAIRMAN. Although there are e-mails that say, “I have got
it; I will get on it; I have a meeting a 4 p.m. this afternoon.”

Ms. FEDERICI. I help my friends.

The CHAIRMAN. We have a trail.

Ms. FEDERICI. I am sorry.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Federici, for the last time, I am asking you
not to interrupt me.

Even though there is e-mail after e-mail where you state, “I've
got it; I am on it; I have an appointment at 4 p.m.” What is Mr.
Abramoff supposed to think when every e-mail that he sends to
you, you are saying “I am on it ASAP; I have got it; I have a meet-
ing at four,” on and on and on. What is he supposed to think?

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, it is not every e-mail. My e-mails to Jack,
many, many, many, many of them, and I am extremely concerned
that this committee does not have them, are all, “Jack, here is
what we are doing with the money; we have this project; we are
focus-testing this video that I brought with me; we are taking out
a very expensive $40,000 ad in the Washington Post; we are
launching a major alliance with the Teamsters that is going to cost
50 grand.”

And that is what was in my mind. I cannot say what was in
Jack’s mind. From time to time, and it does, as we go through
these rapid-fire, just sitting here today, he did ask me for assist-
ance, but it was not the body of the work that I did. I did a lot
of work, real environmental work with his funding.
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The CHAIRMAN. The focus of this committee’s hearing is why you
continued to respond to him, “I've got it; I'm on it.” And you have
given no satisfactory explanation. And the fact that you were doing
other work at the time, Ms. Federici, is not convincing.

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, Senator, may I respond?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; as long as it is a direct response to the ques-
tion.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay. But Senator, I did environmental work with
the money that Jack gave us, and if he called me or e-mailed me
and asked me to pick up the phone and raise and issue and I said
I was going to call, I called. I can’t tell you what was in his mind.
I don’t know what he was telling his donors. I wish he had given
me access to them. He did not, because I think that we would not
be sitting here today if I had access to them. And we did not do
anything untoward with those contributions.

Thank you.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, is your organization a 501(c)(3) or
(4)?

Ms. FEDERICI. No, sir; We are a 501(c)(4).

Senator DORGAN. Formerly a 5277

Ms. FEDERICI. We were a 527 until 2000.

Senator DORGAN. As a 501(c)(4), your organization would not be
collecting money for the purposes of using it politically. Would that
be accurate?

Ms. FEDERICI. I do not understand all the ins and outs.

Senator DORGAN. Were there restrictions on the use of the
money?

Ms. FEDERICI. We are not allowed to write checks to campaigns.
We are not allowed to endorse political candidates. We are allowed
to engage in advocacy, environmental advocacy and point out ex-
amples of hypocrisy and things like that.

Senator DORGAN. In your deposition, you said “we focus-tested
the video of John Kerry leaving a fuel efficiency rally and hopping
into an SUV.”

Ms. FEDERICI. Right.

Senator DORGAN. And then you talk about, “I wanted to let you
know we just posted the anti-Kerry video-clip on our website; re-
leased it to the news media in Beta format; The O’Reilly Factor
and Hannity and Colmes are interested; I will keep my fingers
crossed; the Post ad comes out on Wednesday.”

Ms. FEDERICI. It was very important to policy, because at the
time Senator Kerry was threatening to filibuster ANWR on the
floor of the U.S. Senate. And the rally that he was speaking at was
a fuel efficiency and ANWR rally that he then, after telling people
to tighten their belts, conserve and accept higher gas prices,
walked past five limousines and got into a chauffeur-driven SUV.
It was timed with an important public policy matter.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, in these old western movies on
television, they have this phrase, “what are you going to believe:
Me or your own eyes? I do not understand this testimony. This
body of evidence we have is complete and persuasive that you came
into hundreds of thousands of dollars, at some moribund little envi-
ronmental organization, and all of a sudden you seem to be on the
payroll of or working for Mr. Abramoff in all kinds of ways. I mean,
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obviously it looks to me pretty political, but let me ask you, how
does this role of yours that we see in evidence here, how does that
relate to Indian tribes as regards the environment?

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, okay, my op/ed piece that was entitled Amer-
ican Ingenuity in Energy Stability mirrors quite closely actually
the piece written by David Pago from the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe,
Gas Prices Hurt Indians More Than Others. We have worked ex-
tensively on issues relating to high gas prices. We are dancing
around an issue here that I think it is time to mention because you
asked me why I thought this was a little bit of a witch hunt.

A lot of the money that was used, that was raised during this
time period was spent constructing and putting together the Labor
Environment Alliance, and the major project of the Labor Environ-
ment Alliance were pink slips that we made to defeat the
Lieberman and McCain Climate Stewardship Act. And so, a lot of
the money that was raised during this time period was spent put-
ting together a coalition which then funded an effort to defeat Sen-
ator McCain’s legislation on the basis that it would raise gasoline
prices.

Now, reasonable people can disagree. I am sure Senator McCain
believes that his legislation wouldn’t raise gas prices. We had a dif-
ferent viewpoint, but we worked on that from almost all of 2002,
putting the Alliance together, and most of 2003.

Senator DORGAN. And that was funded by the Indian tribes?

Ms. FEDERICI. It was out of our general support funding.

Senator DORGAN. Let me ask you, is there any trail of evidence
that would suggest that the Indian tribes decided that was going
to be a big issue for them, and they wanted to deliver hundreds of
thousands of dollars to you for that purpose? Any evidence that you
have about that?

Ms. FEDERICI. No, Senator; other than the fact that we have a
website, www.crea-online.org, with our mission statement, our
projects, publicly available information, telephone number, e-mail,
et cetera, and nobody ever reached out, none of our donors ever
reached out to me to either contact me to set up a meeting or to
say, hey wait 1 minute; you are doing things with our funding that
is counter to how we would like to see our funds used.

Senator DORGAN. It almost sounds like a fairy tale, doesn’t it?
You get hundreds of thousands, up to $500,000 and the people that
gave it to you really never reached out to you to talk to you about
the issues that represented the main elements of your organiza-
tions.

That is why I think this is unbelievable, Ms. Federici. We have
a body of evidence here that suggests you got a substantial amount
of money from Indian tribes, and then you were very busy working
with Mr. Abramoff and a close friend at Interior, close friend for
10 years. You were very busy moving back and forth on a wide
range of very controversial Indian issues, and now you come here
and say, well, I really did not do that; that really did not happen.

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, I did not say that I really did not do that.

Senator DORGAN. Well, did you do it then?

Ms. FEDERICI. I told you that I contacted folks at Interior, but
that the issues were, in my mind, it was Ralph Reed is angry, and
James Dobson is angry; is anybody paying attention to this? Jack



48

represented to me, and I know that there are e-mails, because I
was actually shown them by your staff, where he repeatedly rep-
resents to me in writing that he does not have any way of talking
to people at the Bureau of Indian Affairs; that nobody will speak
with him. In his framing of that issue to me, he said that other
people were becoming angry and frustrated with his inability to
have meetings.

Now, at the time, hindsight is 20-20, he was the paid representa-
tive of the Choctaw and the Coushatta and the Saginaw Chippewa
and lots of very nice Indian tribes. If he presented that information
to me in writing as he did, and also verbally on the phone, why
wouldn’t I pick up the phone and call the Chief Operating Officer
and just say, “hey.” People who are concerned about these issues
are frustrated that they can’t, you know.

Senator DORGAN. You know what bothers me? We have been
through hours and hours and hours and hours of hearings. And the
staff has been through days and days of interviews at this point.
It is pretty clear that this is one of the most disgusting tales of
greed and avarice, or perhaps fraud, stealing. It is unbelievable
what we have uncovered here. It is almost sickening to see what
we have uncovered, the people being bilked and defrauded and so
on.
And you come to our table and say, you know, gosh, this was just
about friendships, hundreds of thousands of dollars that came my
way and I didn’t really do much. I mean, somehow none of this
adds up, Ms. Federici. As I said before, this committee, in my judg-
ment, has had people testify, and in my judgment some of the testi-
mony has been fraudulent. And we need to find out who because
there are consequences for that.

And I do not know where this hearing goes from here, what we
do. I have indicated that I think we have some additional witnesses
or some additional people to interview; perhaps another hearing.
But I think at some point, Mr. Chairman, we have to reconcile as
well some of the inherent conflicts that this committee has been
told in open hearing because there are consequences to providing
testimony that is false testimony.

Ms. FEDERICI. And there very well should be, and I did not pro-
vide any false testimony to this committee.

The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Federici, do you have anything from the IRS
that establishes you as a 501(c)(4)?

Ms. FEDERICI. Can you be more specific, Senator?

The CHAIRMAN. In other words, when you were established as a
certain category, you receive documentation from the IRS to au-
thenticate that. Your file is one.

Ms. FEDERICI. Our General Counsel on that issue, well, actually
CREA’s General Counsel is Ben Ginsburg. He did our incorpora-
tion. Those records would be with him at Patton Boggs. He has as-
sured me that our filing was done properly.

The CHAIRMAN. Would you provide it for the record, please?

Ms. FEDERICI. Sure. I will ask Mr. Ginsburg for that information.

The CHAIRMAN. No; you can get it. You are the head of the orga-
nization, Ms. Federici.

Ms. FEDERICI. Okay.
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Senator DORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I have to be on the floor of the
Senate in just a few minutes. I wonder if I might just ask one addi-
tional question.

The CHAIRMAN. Sure.

Senator DORGAN. Ms. Federici, because of the pattern I see here
with this 501(c)(4), and you heard that we will be submitting at the
request of the Finance Committee information about activities of
(c)(3)s and (c)(4)s that we have uncovered, let me ask you, has any
of the funding that has come to the (c)(4) that you are involved in
been used by you personally or for political purposes?

Ms. FEDERICI. Not to my knowledge.

Senator DORGAN. So you have not used any of that funding from
your (c)(4)?

Ms. FEDERICI. I pay myself a salary. We have salaries.

Senator DORGAN. Beyond a salary, you have not converted that
to personal use in any way, and you have not used it for political
purposes?

Ms. FEDERICI. Well, converted to personal use would be salary or
reimbursements and things like that. No. I mean, if money from
CREA goes to me, it is salary or reimbursement.

Senator DORGAN. The reason I am asking the question is this
money came to you from Indian tribes.

Ms. FEDERICI. Right, Senator.

Senator DORGAN. And we are trying to track the money from In-
dian tribes, who it went to and how it was used.

Ms. FEDERICI. And I want to actually be as forthcoming as pos-
sible on that point. We were not a group that received money and
then hired any of Jack’s friends or wrote checks to any of Jack’s
organizations or anything like that.

The CHAIRMAN. We would like to have a yes or no answer.

Have you ever made any use of the money for purely personal
expenses for campaign work-related contributions?

Ms. FEDERICI. Do you mean did I ever write a CREA check for
a campaign?

The CHAIRMAN. That was the question, or any for purely per-
sonal expenses?

Ms. FEDERICI. No; not to the best of my recollection. No.

The CHAIRMAN. Was CREA ever used as a conduit for any rea-
sons? In other words, was the CREA ever used to funnel money
from one source to another?

Ms. FEDERICI. No, Senator; I mean, not to the best of my recollec-
tion. I would actually prefer to be answering that question “no.”
You know, and if you have specifics, I could probably, if you wanted
to know did I ever write checks back to the organizations Jack ran,
no.
The CHAIRMAN. Any other organization?

Ms. FEDERICI. No; Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much, Ms. Federici. I am sure
that there will be more concerning this particular relationship, this
three-cornered relationship between you and the Department of the
Interior and Mr. Abramoff.

Ms. FEDERICI. Senator, I am happy to help in any way I can.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, I thank you.

This hearing is adjourned.
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[Whereupon at 11:25 a.m., the committee was adjourned, to re-
convene at the call of the Chair.]



APPENDIX

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD

From: Abramoff, Jack (DC)

Seat: Friday, January 08, 1999 12:13PM
To: Ralston, n

Subject: RE: Calf from

Pass.

~—Original Mesage-—

From: Ralston, Susan (DC)

Sent: Friday, January 08, 1899 1:02 PM
To: Abramoff, Jack (DC}

Subject: Cail trom

Htalia from The Coalition of Repubiican Environmental Advocates has an invitation-only mcephon on Jan. 201h ati0am ..
at the Capitol, room HCE with Republican members for Haley Barbour,

She met you at a football game W/ Grover Norquis! Q.

“GTG-EG00075149

(51)
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From: : Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2001 1:15 PM
To: tali S

Subject: RE: Half Moon Bay Overview

Thanks so much Italia. Please let me know what I canm do to help Dennis Stephens, Mark .
Zachares (Office of Insular Affairs) and Tim Martin (Bureau of Indian Affairs} be placed.
Look forward to hearing form you regarding CREA.  'Regards.

————— Original Message--——-~ ot e
From: ItaliacreaC il {mailto:Italiacreac/ N,
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2001 12:13 PM

To: abramof £ ANENG—

Subject: Re: Half Moon Bay Overview

1 very much appreciate your generous offers regarding CREA and I've been
working on the document you requested regarding.grassroots and strategy. I
look forward to sharing it with you when you return. According to the folks.
.I've talked with, Gale is expected to be confirmed with about 80 votes. That
would be a nice margin and would send her to Interior with some cvonfidence.
Jeanne Adkins (my friend from CO) has been offered the CFO position. She and
* I are talking later about other positions and she will continue to discuss
resumes with appropriate contacts. According to Jeanne, as of Sunday, no
decisions had been made on CoS or deputy and Gale is still making -
determinations about the structure of the staff. Thi White Hou"e is haviné a
large role in staff selection. :

Lie-ftalia
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From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gor

V)
Seat: Thursday, March 01, 2001 11:43 AM
To: “Halia@
Subject: Re: Thanks from me and Steve aed lnvitation

Wow, that would be great! Thank you so much for everything. I am so glad we are working
together. Let me know if I can help you cover the cost of the reception. Thanks again.

Jack Abramoff

"""" Original Message———-- .
From: Italia Federici <italial@iM

To: Jack Abramoff <abramoffj

Sent: Thu Mar 01 12:42:2) 2001

Subject: Thanks from me and Steve and invitation

HL Jack'

After I retrieved my coat I ended up sharing a cab with Steve, He really enjoyed meeting

you and was grateful for the strategic advice on BIA and Insu.!.ar Affairs. You definitely
made another friend.

Howi, something we dids't get to this morning...

Finally, as of yesterday, Julle Finley, Jim Nicholson and I are hosting a very small’ -
cocktail party for Gale at Julje's home. We just got Gale's scheduler to confirm! Gale |
has been saying yes but we never had a definite from hex oifsce until yesterday aftﬁmoon.‘
I called congressional CoS yestexday and had z positive responsa” from Senato —

SRy Congressman JJiiilP - they will be.there. ow X.am
calling and emailing people want.to attznd ‘and keeping my-fingers: .crossed! There will
only be about 25 people in attendancec so it's a great time to mect Gale and actually chat
for & few minutes. 1\_\1111 be-very-small a.nd relaxed.

Can you join us? It's March 6 at 6: 30pm atM

Bye for now,
Italia -

GTG-E000037865
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ltalia Federicl T e

From: Htalia Federici [italia © (UMMM ~
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2001 2:03 PM .

To: )
Subject: Disregard previous emall

- Jtaila Federicl .

From: lmﬁa&déddrm&% e
v$ent: +Wednesday, March 21, 2001 1 ;
Jo: .

Subject: FW: urgont tribal issuo

o

Since Steve has a copy (according to Jack), T am not going to try to get it to anyone else
at Interior. - - ’ .

I just wanted to make sure Steve actuslly saw this.

Thanks,
--Italin

dgiiial. Message-we»

£ A——
esAAYS. HETEh 204z 201
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of our hard ccre tribes is being screwed by the BIA and we really need
somehow to get to the Secretary to undo this fast. Their insurance business
s just about to go under (days away) and BIA is just not respending since
:here is no new head there.

)1 have sent this to Steve as weil, but I thought that perhaps you might be
able to get this to the Secretary directly to get action. Here is the one
pager on this:

Bureau of Indian Affairs Tribal Insurance Policy Puttmg Indian-owned
Insurance Companies Out of Business

Background

A November 15, 2000 mamorandum (attached) Lssued by Jun Thomas, .
Director of the Bureau of Indjan Affairs (BIA) Office of Tribal Services, to
the BIA Regional Directors regarding the purchase of insurance by tribal
self-determination contractors unilaterally imposed a new requirement on
£aid contractors to obtain-insurance from a company licensed by the state in
‘which the tribe is located.

. Since the release of the memorandum, tribal self-determination
contractors seeking to renew their insurance policies with Indian=owned '
insurance companies have been denied their requests by BIA regional offices

the Indi jes are not licensed in the states in which
tribes will -purchase their services. The policy has also had a detrimental
affect on the Indian-owned insurance companies who are being prohibited by
the BIA from continuing to provide 1nsurance s¢rvices to existing tribal
clients. If this anti-business policy is not revoked, it is only & matter
of time before Indian-owned imsurance comanies are Eo::eed by the BIA to -
close their doors.

BIA- Insurance Policy is Flawed -and Should be Revoked
The ‘memorandum falled to taki
A.£-det ion & P .hqsr‘-{th

* - - gribal melf-~d ination cortr e
statute in the Indian Self-Determination Act to obtaln instzénce from &
company licenszed by the state in which !:hey reside. In addition, the new
policy fails to.add ies that may have been organized..
pursuant to tribal law and/or Feéderal charter, which are ne'c suleject to
state regulatory authority.

-

. The policy seeks to impose state regulacoxy law on Indian )
resexrvations, which is fundamentally at odds with. established law as well as
principles of seélf-determination.

Conclusion -
The pew BIA 1nsm:a.nce policy severely limits the ability of tribes

to select their own insurance carriers. and is having a detrimental impact on

tribal economic development efforts, both on tribes operating theirxr-own

insurance companies who are offexing proven, cost-effective coverage to

-other tribes nationwide and the tribal businesses who rely on these

‘sexrvices.

" The best solution is to-re
- yoividmum, -4t should be modified. to
f1icensing have,_ no applica:ion £

he informatioh contmined 1m this LEa

SENCREA 000019
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FW: Clnlon aides gave last i OK o 3 Vs / Ataiaoimnal

Please note the Seminole issue, whith we @iscusssds 't Yeave 1t iH vour
hands, .

¢;—--0riginal Hessage—mwew i

From: Wilson, Padgett (AstDir-DO-Gow)
Sent: Monday. March 26, 2001 9:57 AM
To: DCChoctaw L
Subject: Clinton aides gave last-minuf
Journal

te OK to 3. €ribes 7 Atlanta

Clinton aides gave last-minute OK to 3 tribes
They then got jobs connected to Indian casinos
Sean Murphy - Boston Globe -
Sunday, March 25, 2001 - B
In the final days before. leaving office,
officials quietly reversed the £3;
historians to récognire thivee g
right to open casinos, a privilegi
dollars. . B
Theén the two officials stepped dirpetly Lom
nosts into lucrative positions SRR

Ise-decisions, plus: tws olhe)

eady operating cBSifioE, GAV

astry, which in the 19908

generously. contidbubdyy
asaong the beneticiaries ot

Cwo. Clinton &
dings: of Intexis

SERCREA 1004 000501
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VANHOOF & W .
ATHRYN FOWLER VAN HOOF Attorrieys and Cosnselors at La OF COUNSEL

OHN & ZACHARY LOUIS WELLAN, APLC

. ]
TELEPHONE (RN
FAcsiviE QIR
SENDER'S E-MAIL: kvachoo/GIEEE

March 28, 2001

FAX COVER SHEET

FAX NUMBER TRANSMITTED T0: (NN

To: Erick LaRocque

of: Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana

From: Kathryn Fowler Van Hoof

Client/Matter: Check request for CREA poll on behalf of Secretary of Interior

CONFIDENTIAL

Attached is an email from Jack Abtamoff with the firm of Greeabeig Tranrig, recently retained by
the Tribe for assistance with governmental affairs. - Coushatta and Mississippi Band of Choctaw have
agread to each pay % the cost of & poll conducted by the Council for Republican Bavir tal
Advocacy, which is being conducted on behalf of Gayle Norton, Secretary of Interior,

Please immediately prepare a check made payable to the Council for Republican Environmental
Advocacy in the amount of $50,000.00 and forward to my office by Federal Express. 1 will then
FedXthechecktoMr Abramoff.

Ce: Chmrman Lovelin Poncho

Approved:
Chairman Lovelin Poncho
Date: 3/28/01
The i tained in Bids facsimile message It information protected by attorney-client and/or the attorneytwork product

privaezt. Tuis fnsended only for the use of the individual named above and the privileges are not waived by virtug of this having been
sent by facsimile. If the person actually receiving this facsimile-or any-other reader of the facsimtile is not the named recipient or

the employee or agent responsible to deliver it fo the named recipient, ony xse, di & MMP"WS‘J‘“
communication is.strictly prokibited. [/youhmrec:fvddxb:mun{mﬁanmmpm dialely "0'05"'«'5)’ feph

and return the original message to us at #ie above address via U.S. Pastal Service: :

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001
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VAN HoOF & ASSOCIATIo™ -
KATHRYN FOWLER VAN HOOF . Attorneys and Counselors at Law ) OF COUNSEL
JOHN J. ZACHARY ks i LOUIS WELLAN, APLC

TELEPH!
FACSIMILE
SENDER'S EMAIL: kvanhoo IGASIIEER

March 30, 2001

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mr. Jack A. Abramoff

i
IR
Re:  Coushatta Tribe of Louistana
Dear Jack: R
Please find enclosed Check No. 20050 from the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana in the amount
of $50,000.00 made payable to the Coundil for Republican Environmental” Advocacy.” 1t is our.

understanding that you will forward the check tothe appropriate party to cover % the cost of & poll:-
being conducted on behalf of Gayle Norton, Secretary of Interior.

With kindest regards, I remain,
Sincerely;
VAN HOOF & ASSOCIATES
By:
Kathryn Fgwier Van Hoof
KFVijms
Enclosure

COUSH-MiscKVH-0001139



59

From: Abramoff, Jack (Dir-DC-Gov) (lo=_u-WDCIm*Reup&emslm=abramff i} on behat!
of Abramoff, Jack (Die-DC-Gov)

Sent: Tuesday, Aprit 10, 2001 10:52 AM

To: ‘falia Fedenicl

Subject: RE: Ben Fitial seelng Secretary Norton

You are so wonderful! 1'1) pass this on.

———--~0riginal Message-«-—--

From: Italia Federici (milto.ltaliae—

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2001 10:59 AM
To: abramoffj_
Subject: RE: Ben Fitial seeing Secretary Norton

1'm so sorry this was such a mess. I'1l1l try to figure out what exactly is going on over
there. Also, if Mr. Fitial has the time to come back I would be happy for CREA to cover
his travel expenses. We are doing an event this. summer similar 