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MISLEADING INFORMATION FROM THE
BATTLEFIELD

TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 2007

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:20 a.m., in room
2157, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Henry A. Waxman
(chairman of the committee) presiding.

Present: Representatives Waxman, Maloney, Cummings,
Kucinich, Davis of Illinois, Tierney, Clay, Watson, Lynch, Yarmuth,
Braley, Norton, McCollum, Cooper, Hodes, Murphy, Sarbanes,
Davis of Virginia, Burton, Shays, Mica, Platts, Duncan, Turner,
Issa, Foxx, and Sali.

Also present: Representatives Honda, Mitchell, and Hayes.

Staff present: Phil Schiliro, chief of staff; Phil Barnett, staff di-
rector and chief counsel; Karen Lightfoot, communications director
and senior policy advisor; David Rapallo, chief investigative coun-
sel; John Williams, deputy chief investigative counsel; David
Leviss, senior investigative counsel; Suzanne Renaud and Susanne
Sachsman, counsels; Earley Green, chief clerk; Teresa Coufal, dep-
uty clerk; Caren Auchman, press assistant; Zhongrui J.R. Deng,
chief information officer; Leneal Scott, information systems man-
ager; Bonney Kapp, fellow; Kerry Gutknecht, Will Ragland, and
Bret Schothorst, staff assistants; David Marin, minority staff direc-
tor; Larry Halloran, minority deputy staff director; Jennifer
Safavian, minority chief counsel for oversight and investigations;
Keith Ausbrook, minority general counsel; Ellen Brown, minority
legislative director and senior policy counsel; A. Brooke Bennett,
Charles Phillips, and John Callender, minority counsels; Chris-
topher Bright, minority professional staff member; Nick Palarino,
and John Cuaderes, minority senior investigators and policy advi-
sors; Patrick Lyden, minority parliamentarian and member serv-
ices coordinator; and Benjamin Chance, minority clerk.

Chairman WAXMAN. The committee will come to order.

I want to point out by a notice to all the Members that the open-
ing statements will be provided by unanimous consent by the
cChairman and the ranking member, and then we will go right to
our witnesses.

I also want to start off this hearing by saying something that I
think is very clear and already obvious. My colleagues, whether
they are Democrats or Republicans, support our troops. We are
deeply grateful for their sacrifices. We know that so many men and
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women have voluntarily put their lives on the line to defend this
country and our freedom.

It is probably just is obvious that the actions of our government
are not meeting our aspirations. We saw that vividly and unforget-
tably when we had the hearing and we watched the disgraceful
conditions at Walter Reed. We saw it again when our government
officials made an intolerable breach by making public the secret
and classified CIA identity of Valerie Plame Wilson, and we are
going to see it again this morning.

The bare minimum we owe our soldiers and their families is the
truth. That didn’t happen for two of the most famous soldiers in
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. For Jessica Lynch and Pat Tillman,
the government violated its basic responsibility.

Sensational details and stories were invented in both cases.
Sometimes because of the fog of war, the first reports from the bat-
tlefield are inaccurate, but that doesn’t seem to explain what hap-
pened here.

In Jessica Lynch’s case, the first reports were right. It was the
followup stories published 10 days after her capture that discarded
the facts and misled the country.

The Washington Post published a front page story on April 2,
2003. It was written by Vernon Loeb and Dana Priest, and it got
the story right. I want to read the lead paragraphs: “Jessica Lynch,
a 19 year old private first class missing since the ambush of an
Army maintenance company 10 days ago in southern Iraq, has
been rescued by Special Operations forces, defense officials said
yesterday. CIA operatives in Iraq located Lynch in a hospital near
Nasiriyah where she was being held because of multiple wounds,
officials said, and a helicopter-borne team of Navy SEALS and
Army Rangers rescued her about midnight local time.”

That was an accurate statement, but the next day, April 3rd, the
Washington Post ran another front page story. This one was writ-
ten by Susan Schmidt and Vernon Loeb, and the contrast with the
April 2nd story is remarkable.

Here is what the Post reported: “Pfc. Jessica Lynch, rescued
Tuesday from an Iraqi hospital, fought fiercely and shot several
enemy soldiers after Iraqi forces ambushed the Army’s 507th Ord-
nance Maintenance Company, firing her weapon until she ran out
of ammunition, U.S. officials said yesterday. Lynch, a 19 year old
supply clerk, continued firing at the Iraqis even after she sustained
multiple gunshot wounds and watched several other soldiers in her
unit die around her in fighting March 23, one official said.”

Where did this false information come from?

Jessica Lynch was captured on March 23rd. The Washington
Post published a completely factual article on her rescue on April
2nd, but then they went on, 10 days after her capture, U.S. officials
had become the source of a report that riveted the Nation but
twisted the truth beyond recognition.

It is 4 years later and we still don’t know who is responsible or
why they did it. All we really know is that they did a great disserv-
ice to Jessica Lynch.

And so, I want to say to Private Lynch and her family who are
here today, this committee is going to do its best to find out the
source of the fabrications that you had to endure. We want to know



3

whether they were the result of incompetence or a deliberate strat-
egy to spin a compelling story at a critical time, and we will do our
best to find out who should be held accountable.

Everyone on this committee is also familiar with Pat Tillman’s
case, and we all share our sympathies with his wife, Marie, his
mother, Mary, his father, Patrick, his brother, Kevin and his entire
family.

But his family wants more than our sympathies and apologies.
They want answers, and they deserve them. Pat Tillman was killed
by members of his own platoon on April 22, 2004, 3 years ago this
past Sunday. But since then, the family has been unable to learn
why the military told the world that Corporal Tillman had been
killed by the enemy when, in fact, they knew he had died from
friendly fire.

News of the fratricide flew up the chain of command within days,
but the Tillman family was kept in the dark for more than a
month. Many military officials sat in silence during a nationally
televised memorial ceremony highlighting Pat Tillman’s fight
against the terrorists. Evidence was destroyed. Witness statements
were doctored.

The Tillman family wants to know how all of this could have
happened, and they want to know whether these actions were all
just accidents or whether they were deliberate.

In working on this hearing, the committee has learned of many
other cases in which the military failed to tell the families the
truth.

Sergeant Eddie Ryan was a victim of friendly fire during his sec-
ond tour in Iraq. He sustained two gunshot wounds to the head
and, thankfully, is still alive, but he didn’t find out the truth about
his injuries until 5 months later even though his fellow Marines
knew immediately that his injuries were due to friendly fire.

Other families, like those of First Lieutenant Sarah K. Small,
Private First Class Levena Johnson and Lieutenant Ken Ballard,
have been forced to file Freedom of Information Act requests in
order to obtain information about the deaths of their loved ones.
These families have asked the military repeatedly for basic infor-
mation, but they have been ignored or dismissed with slow and in-
complete answers. This is simply unacceptable.

One of the things that make the Afghanistan and Iraq wars so
different from previous wars is the glaring disparity in sacrifice.
For the overwhelming number of Americans, this war has brought
no sacrifice and no inconvenience, but for a small number of Ameri-
cans, the war has demanded incredible and constant sacrifice.
Those soldiers and their families pay that price proudly and with-
out complaint.

That is what Jessica Lynch and Pat Tillman did, and it is what
their families have done, but our Government failed them. Our gov-
ernment hasn’t done right by them.

I hope, in some small but important way, this hearing can begin
to right those wrongs.
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The least we owe to our courageous men and women who are
fighting for our freedom is the truth, and that is what we are going
to insist on in this hearing and in our subsequent examination and
investigation.

[The prepared statement of Chairman Henry A. Waxman fol-
lows:]



Statement of Rep. Henry A. Waxman
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
Hearing on Misleading Information from the Battlefield
April 24, 2007
I’1l start this morning by stating what I think is already
obvious: every one of my colleagues — Democratic and
Republican — genuinely supports our troops. We are all deeply

grateful for the sacrifices so many men and women have made

... voluntarily ... to defend our country and our freedoms.

But it’s probably just as obvious that the actions of our
government are not meeting our aspirations. We saw that
vividly and unforgettably in the disgraceful conditions at Walter

Reed.

We saw it again when government officials made an
intolerable breach by making public the secret and classified

CIA identity of Valerie Plame Wilson.

And we are seeing it again this morning. The bare

minimum we owe our soldiers and their families is the truth.



6

That didn’t happen for the two most famous soldiers in the
Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. For Jessica Lynch and Pat Tillman,

the government violated its most basic responsibility.

Sensational details and stories were invented in both cases.
Sometimes, because of the fog of war, the first reports from the
battlefield are inaccurate. But that doesn’t seem to explain what

happened here.

In Jessica Lynch’s case, the first reports were right. It was
the follow-up stories, published ten-days after her capture, that

discarded the facts and misled the country.

The Washington Post published a front-page story on April
2,2003. It was written by Vernon Loeb and Dana Priest, and it
got the story right. I’ll read the lead paragraphs:

Jessica Lynch, a 19-year-old private first class missing
since the ambush of an Army maintenance company 10
days ago in southern Iraq, has been rescued by Special

Operations forces, defense officials said yesterday.
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CIA operatives in Iraq located Lynch in a hospital near
Nasiriyah, where she was being held because of multiple
wounds, officials said, and a helicopter-borne team of Navy
SEALs and Army Rangers rescued her about midnight local

time.

But the next day, April 3, the Washington Post ran another
front-page story. This one was written by Susan Schmidt and
Vernon Loeb. The contrast with the April 2 story is remarkable.
Here’s what the Post reported:

Pfc. Jessica Lynch, rescued Tuesday from an Iraqi hospital,
Sfought fiercely and shot several enemy soldiers after Iraqi
Jforces ambushed the Army’s 507th Ordnance Maintenance
Company, firing her weapon until she ran out of

ammunition, U.S. officials said yesterday.

Lynch, a 19-year-old supply clerk, continued firing at the
Iraqis even after she sustained multiple gunshot wounds
and watched several other soldiers in her unit die around

her in fighting March 23, one official said.
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Where did this false information come from? Jessica
Lynch was captured on March 23. The Washington Post
published a completely factual article on her rescue on April 2.
But by April 3, ten days after her capture, U.S. officials had
become the source for a story that riveted the nation, but twisted

the truth beyond recognition.

It’s four years later and we still don’t know who’s
responsible and why they did it. All we really know is that they

did a great disservice to Jessica Lynch.

And so I want to say to Private Lynch and her family: this
Committee is going to do its best to find out the source of the
fabrications that you have had to endure. We want to know
whether they were the result of incompetence or a deliberate
strategy to spin a compelling story at a critical time. And we

will do our best to find out who should be held accountable.

Everyone on the Committee is also familiar with Pat

Tillman’s case. And we all share our sympathies with his wife
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Marie, his mother Mary, his father Patrick, his brother Kevin,

and his entire family.

But his family wants more than our sympathies and
apologies. They want answers. And they deserve them. Pat
Tillman was killed by members of his own platoon on April 22,
2004 — three years ago this past Sunday. But since then, the
family has been unable to learn why the military told the world
that Corporal Tillman had been killed by the enemy when in fact
they knew he had died from friendly fire.

News of the fratricide flew up the chain of command within
days, but the Tillman family was kept in the dark for more than
a month. Military officials sat in silence during a nationally
televised memorial ceremony highlighting Pat Tillman’s fight
against the terrorists. Evidence was destroyed and witness
statements were doctored. The Tillman family wants to know
how all of this could have happened. And they want to know
whether these actions were all just accidents ... or whether they

were deliberate.
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In working on this hearing, the Committee has learned of
many other cases in which the military failed to tell families the
truth. Sergeant Eddie Ryan was a victim of friendly fire during
his second tour in Irag. He sustained two gunshot wounds to the
head and, thankfully, is still alive. But he didn’t find out the
truth about his injuries until five months later, even though his
fellow Marines knew immediately that his injuries were due to

friendly fire.

Other families, like those of First Lieutenant Sarah K.
Small, Private First Class Levena Johnson, and Lieutenant Ken
Ballard, have been forced to file Freedom of Information Act
requests in order to obtain information about the deaths of their
loved ones. These families have asked the military repeatedly
for basic information, but they have been ignored or dismissed

with slow and incomplete answers. This is simply unacceptable.

One of the things that make the Afghanistan and Iraq wars
so different from previous wars is the glaring disparity in
sacrifice. For the overwhelming number of Americans, this war

has brought no sacrifice and no inconvenience.

6
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But for a small number of Americans, the war has
demanded incredible and constant sacrifice. Those soldiers and
their families pay that price proudly and without complaint.
That’s what Jessica Lynch and Pat Tillman did, and it’s what

their families have done.

But our government failed them. Our government hasn’t
done right by them. I hope, in some small but important way,

this hearing can begin to right those wrongs.
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Chairman WAXMAN. I want to now recognize the ranking mem-
ber of the committee, Tom Davis.

Mr. DAVIS OF VIRGINIA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

If the first casualty of war is the truth, what happens when the
wound is self-inflicted?

That is the question the committee confronts today as we exam-
ine two very different cases in which accurate information from the
battlefield was delayed, distorted or suppressed, not by any foe but
by those on our side of the fight. Each case offers very different les-
sons on how or whether the truth survives in the wake of combat.

Chairman Waxman framed this hearing well by asking whether
misstatements by military officials regarding the capture of Army
Private Jessica Lynch and the death of Army Corporal Patrick Till-
man were the result of innocent miscommunication, negligence or
deliberate deception.

But it is not always easy to tell where inadvertencies end and
lying begins. In the military, one innocent misstatement can quick-
ly become the incontrovertible company line reflexively defended up
and down the chain of command even after contradictory facts
emerge.

One erroneous media report amplified by various audiences for
their own reasons could overwhelm any effort to set the record
straight. Especially in this modern war of ideas as well as arms,
the insatiable appetite of the 24/7 global news cycle often outpaces
official fact-finding, filling the vacuum with speculation, suppo-
sition and thinly sourced, premature conclusions.

That appears to be a large part of what happened in the case of
Jessica Lynch. From the outset, Department of Defense officials
took pains to provide accurate information about her wounds, but
an anonymously sourced Washington Post story loudly heralded a
description of her ordeal involving a solitary firefight with the
enemy, bullet wounds and knife attacks. That tale, which proved
inaccurate, seemed at odds with other emerging information about
the circumstances of her capture and the nature of her injuries.

Still, without knowing the identity or motive of the Post’s
unnamed source, it is difficult to fault Pentagon officials who never
fed or perpetuated the Hollywood version of events but stuck con-
sistently with the facts at hand.

The fog of war can be dense, and Ms. Lynch’s story offers only
a cautionary tale about waiting for the smoke to clear before ac-
cepting early battle damage assessments as fact.

The case of Army Ranger Pat Tillman is far more troubling.
Rules and procedures put in place precisely for the purpose of pro-
viding timely and accurate information about combat deaths were
ignored. Physical evidence that could have yielded critical informa-
tion was destroyed. Plausible information and the likelihood this
was a friendly fire incident was discounted, perhaps even sup-
pressed, while statements supporting award of the Silver Star went
forward, suggesting he died from enemy fire.

Those errors, omissions and delays understandably fueled sus-
picion that senior military officials knew the actual circumstances
of Corporal Tillman’s death but manipulated the information to
avoid bad news. After several investigations, it now seems clear
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those officers could have and should have known friendly fire was
suspected.

It was a disservice to the memory of Corporal Tillman, to his
family, his unit and the Nation to let the happy myth outrun the
unpleasant facts even for a day.

While we need to be sensitive to pending recommendations and
ongoing investigations in this matter, we need to know why so
many did not know the rules when friendly fire is a possibility, and
we need to know what has been done to make sure those rules are
being strengthened, conveyed and applied to prevent even an acci-
dental recurrence of this type of tragedy.

War is about heroic efforts, and we all look for heroes. It is our
great fortunate as a Nation to be blessed abundantly with genuine
heroes who, in ways large and small, protect our liberties and serve
the cause of human dignity every day.

The truth about Jessica Lynch and Patrick Tillman is heroic
enough. There is no need to embellish or spin it.

I hope today’s testimony will bring some closure to the Tillman
family and bring some assurances to all service members and their
families that truth will survive the battle and accompany them
safely home.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[The prepared statement of Hon. Tom Davis follows:]
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Statement of Rep. Tom Davis
Ranking Republican Member
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
Hearing: “Misleading Information from the Battlefield”
April 24, 2007

If the first casualty of war is the truth, what happens when the wound is self-
inflicted? That’s the question the Committee confronts today as we examine two very
different cases in which accurate information from the battlefield was delayed, distorted
or suppressed not by any foe, but by those on our side of the fight. Each case offers very
different lessons on how, or whether, the truth survives in the wake of combat.

Chairman Waxman framed this hearing well by asking whether misstatements by
military officials regarding the capture of Army Private Jessica Lynch and the death of
Army Corporal Patrick Tillman were the result of innocent miscommunication,
negligence or deliberate deception. But it’s not always easy to tell where inadvertence
ends and lying begins. In the military, one innocent misstatement can quickly become
the incontrovertible company line reflexively defended up and down the chain of
command, even after contradictory facts emerge. And one erroneous media report,
amplified by various audiences for their own reasons, can overwhelm any effort to set the
record straight. Especially in this modern war of ideas as well as arms, the insatiable
appetite of the 24/7 global news cycle often outpaces official fact-finding, filling the
vacuum with speculation, supposition and thinly sourced, premature conclusions.

That appears to be a large part of what happened in the case of Jessica Lynch.
From the outset, Department of Defense officials took pains to provide accurate
information about her wounds. But an anonymously sourced Washington Post story
loudly heralded a description of her ordeal involving a solitary firefight with the enemy,
bullet wounds and knife attacks. That tale, which proved inaccurate, seemed at odds with
other emerging information about the circumstances of her capture and the nature of her
injuries. Still, without knowing the identity or motive of the Pos!’s unnamed source, it’s
difficult to fault Pentagon officials who never fed or perpetuated the Hollywood version
of events, but stuck consistently to the facts at hand. The fog of war can be dense. and

Page 1 of 2
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Ms. Lynch’s story offers only a cautionary tale about waiting for the smoke to clear
before accepting early battle damage assessments as fact.

The case of Army Ranger Pat Tillman is far more troubling. Rules and
procedures put in place precisely for the purpose of providing timely and accurate
information about combat deaths were ignored. Physical evidence that could have
yielded critical information was destroyed. Plausible information on the likelihood this
was a friendly fire incident was discounted, perhaps even suppressed, while statements
supporting award of the Silver Star went forward suggesting he died from enemy fire.

Those errors. omissions and delays understandably fueled suspicions senior
military officials knew the actual circumstances of Corporal Tillman’s death, but
manipulated the information to avoid bad news. After several investigations, it now
seems clear those officers could have, and should have, known friendly fire was
suspected. It was a disservice to the memory of Corporal Tillman, to his family, his unit
and this nation to let the happy myth outrun the unpleasant facts, even for a day. While
we need to be sensitive to pending recommendations and ongoing investigations in this
matter, we need to know why so many did not know the rules when friendly fire is a
possibility. And we need to know what has been done to make sure those rules are being
strengthened, conveyed and applied to prevent even an accidental recurrence of this type
of tragedy.

War is about heroic efforts, and we all look for heroes. It is our great fortune as a
nation to be blessed abundantly with genuine heroes who in ways large and small protect
our liberties and serve the cause of human dignity every day. The truth about Jessica
Lynch and Patrick Tillman is heroic enough. There is no need to embellish or spin it.

I hope today’s testimony will bring some closure to the Tillman family and bring
some assurance to all service members and their families that truth will survive the battle
and accompany them safely home.
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Chairman WAXMAN. Thank you, Mr. Davis.

I want to welcome our witnesses. The Tillman family, Ms. Lynch,
those with her, please come forward.

While they are doing that, several Members who do not serve on
our committee are joining us for the hearing today, and I would
like to ask unanimous consent that Representatives Hayes, Honda
and Mitchell be allowed to participate in the hearing.

Without objection, that will be the order. They will be permitted
to ask questions after all members of the committee have com-
pleted their questioning.

I want to thank all of you for being here today, not just those
who are going to present testimony to us but the other family
members that are here as well. We know it is not easy to be here
and to have to relive experiences that have been quite unpleasant,
but I think it is important not just for you but for the American
people and for all the other men and women that are fighting for
freedom in Iraq and in Afghanistan.

It is the policy of this committee that all witnesses are sworn in
to take an oath, and I would like to ask each of you if you would
to please stand and raise your right hands.

[Witnesses sworn.]

Chairman WAXMAN. The record will indicate that each of the wit-
nesses answered in the affirmative.

Mary Tillman is the mother of Corporal Pat Tillman. Mrs. Till-
man has persistently pursued the many unanswered questions con-
cerning the circumstances of her son’s death and the shortcomings
of the investigations that followed.

Kevin Tillman is the brother of Corporal Pat Tillman and former
Army Ranger who served in the same platoon in Afghanistan as
Corporal Tillman, and this is his first time testifying publicly about
this matter.

Jessica Lynch is a former Private First Class, U.S. Army. Ms.
Lynch was captured by Iraqi soldiers on March 23, 2003, when her
convoy was ambushed, and she was rescued by American troops 9
days later.

Dr. Gene Bolles is the former Chief of Neurosurgery, Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center, Germany. Dr. Bolles treated Private
Lynch’s injuries in Germany after she was rescued in Iragq.

We thank each of you for being here, and we are looking forward
to hearing your testimony. I know there will be questions that
Members will want to ask.

Mr. Tillman, there is a button on the base of the mic to turn it
on, and I would like to ask you to be sure to pull it close to you.
You can pull it close to you rather than having to lean over to it.

Thank you very much. You are recognized.

STATEMENTS OF KEVIN TILLMAN; JESSICA LYNCH; AND DR.
GENE BOLLES, DENVER MEDICAL HEALTH CENTER

STATEMENT OF KEVIN TILLMAN

Mr. KeEvIN TIiLLMAN. I want to thank Chairman Waxman for
holding this hearing and members of the committee for attending.
My name is Kevin Tillman.
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Two days ago marked the third anniversary of the death of my
older brother, Pat Tillman, in Sperah, Afghanistan. To our family
and friends, it was a devastating loss. To the Nation, it was a mo-
ment of disorientation. To the military, it was a nightmare. But to
others within the government, it appears to have been an oppor-
tunity.

April 2004 was turning into the deadliest month to date in the
war in Iraq. The dual rebellions in Najaf and Fallujah handed the
U.S. forces their first tactical defeat as American commanders es-
sentially surrendered Fallujah to members of Iraq resistance, and
the administration was forced to accede to Ayatollah Sistani’s de-
mand for January elections in exchange for assistance in extricat-
ing U.S. forces from its battle with the Mahdi Militia.

A call-up of 20,000 additional troops was ordered, and another
20,000 troops had their tours of duty extended.

In the midst of this, the White House learned that Christian
Parenti, Seymour Hersh and other journalists were about to reveal
a shocking scandal involving mass and systemic detainee abuse at
the facility known as Abu Ghraib.

Then on April 22, 2004, my brother, Pat, was killed in a firefight
in eastern Afghanistan. Immediately after Pat’s death, our family
was told that he was shot in the head by the enemy in a fierce fire-
fight outside a narrow canyon.

In the days leading up to Pat’s memorial service, media accounts
based on information provided by the Army and the White House
were wreathed in a patriotic glow and became more dramatic in
tone. A terrible tragedy that might have further undermined sup-
port for the war in Iraq was transformed into an inspirational mes-
sage that served instead to support the Nation’s foreign policy wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

To further exploit Pat’s death, he was awarded the Silver Star
for Valor. The abridged version went like this:

Only after his team engaged this well armed enemy did it appear that
the enemy’s volume of fire into Corporal, into the kill zone diminished.

Above the din of battle, Corporal Tillman was heard issuing fire commands
to take the fight to an enemy on the dominating high ground.

Always leading from the front, Corporal Tillman aggressively maneu-
vered his team against the enemy position on the steep slope. As a result
of Corporal Tillman’s effort and heroic action, the trail element of the pla-
toon was able to maneuver through the ambush position of relative safety
without suffering a single casualty.

The fight that ensued at Corporal Tillman’s position increased in inten-
sity. Corporal Tillman focused all his efforts on keeping the men of his team
safe while continuing to press the attack himself without regard for his own
personal safety. In the face of mortal danger, Corporal Tillman illustrated
that he would not fail his comrades. His actions are in keeping with the
highest standards of the U.S. Army.

This was a narrative that inspired countless Americans as in-
tended.

There was one small problem with the narrative, however. It was
utter fiction. The content of the multiple investigations revealed a
series of contradictions that strongly suggest deliberate and careful
misrepresentations.
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We appeal to this committee because we believe this narrative
was intended to deceive the family but more importantly to deceive
the American public.

Pat’s death was clearly the result of fratricide. It was due to a
series of careless actions by several individuals in our platoon after
a small harassing ambush.

During this uncontrolled shooting, the driver of the vehicle him-
self recognized friendlies immediately but kept driving for approxi-
mately 400 meters while the soldiers in the back of his truck con-
tinued to shoot at the hillside where the U.S. soldiers were and ci-
vilians.

The vehicle saw arms and hands waving. Smoke was flying. Pin
gun flares. An Afghan soldier was immediately recognized. They
never felt threatened, and they still shot up the village unprovoked.
The vehicle behind them clearly saw the U.S. soldiers on the hill-
side and were calling cease-fire.

The end result were the death of Pat and the Afghan soldier as
well as two more soldiers wounded in the village.

The signs were available, but the decision to shoot was made.
This was not some fog of war. They simply lost control.

According to the sworn statements, statement on April 26th by
the fellow soldier who was right next to Pat, literally right next to
Pat:

I remember watching the friendlies just shooting at us. A 50-cal rolled
up into our sights and starting to unload on top of us. It would work in
boosts. Fifty cal for 10 to 15 seconds, 240 Bravo, 10 to 15 seconds, back and

forth. Specialist Tillman and I were yelling: Cease. Stop. Stop. Friendlies.
Friendlies. Cease fire.

But they could not hear us.

Tillman came up with the idea to let a smoke grenade go. They stopped.
This stopped the friendly contact for a few moments, and that is when I
realized the AMF soldier was dead.

At this time, the GMV rolled into a better position to fire on us. We
thought the battle was over, though, so we were relieved, getting up,
stretching out and talking with one another when I heard some 5.56 rounds
coming from the GMV.

They started firing again. That is when I hit the deck.

Specialist Tillman at this time was hit by small arms fire. I know this
because I could hear the pain in his voice as he called out: Cease fire.
Friendlies. I am Pat, F’ing, Tillman, damn it.

He said this over and over again until he stopped.

The facts of this case clearly show Pat and the Afghan soldier
were killed by fellow members of his platoon as well as the wound-
ed soldiers on the hillside, and they knew this immediately.

Revealing that Pat’s death was a fratricide would have been yet
another political disaster during a month already swollen with po-
litical disasters and a brutal truth that the American public would
undoubtedly find unacceptable. So the facts needed to be sup-
pressed.

An alternative narrative had to be constructed. Crucial evidence
was destroyed including Pat’s uniform, equipment and notebook.
The autopsy was not done according to regulation, and a field hos-
pital report was falsified.
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An initial investigation completed in 8 to 10 days before testi-
mony could be changed or manipulated and which hit disturbingly
close to the mark disappeared into thin air and was conveniently
replaced by another investigation with more palatable findings.

This freshly manufactured narrative was then distributed to the
American public, and we believe the strategy had the intended ef-
fect. It shifted the focus from the grotesque torture at Abu Ghraib
and a downward spiral of an illegal act of aggression to a great
American who died a hero’s death.

Over a month after Pat’s death when it became clear that it
would no longer be possible to pull off this deception, a few of the
facts were parceled out to the public and to our family.

General Kensinger was ordered to tell the American public, May
29th, 5 weeks later, that Pat died of fratricide but with a calculated
and nefarious twist. He stated: “There was no one specific finding
of fault” and that he “probably died of fratricide.”

But there was specific fault, and there was nothing probable
about the facts that led to Pat’s death. The most despicable part
of what General Kensinger told the American public was when he
said, “The results of this investigation in no way diminish the brav-
ery and sacrifice displayed by Corporal Tillman.”

This is an egregious attempt to manipulate the public into think-
ing anyone who would question this 180-degree flip in the nar-
rative would be casting doubt on Pat’s bravery and sacrifice. Such
questioning says nothing about Pat’s bravery and sacrifice anymore
than the narrative for Jessica diminishes her bravery and sacrifice.
It does, however, say a lot about the powers who perpetrated this.

After the truth of Pat’s death was partially revealed, Pat was no
longer of use as a sales asset and became strictly the Army’s prob-
lem. They were now left with the task of briefing our family and
answering our questions. With any luck, our family would sink
quietly into our grief, and the whole unsavory episode would be
swept under the rug. However, they miscalculated our family’s re-
action.

Through the amazing strength and perseverence of my mother,
the most amazing woman on Earth, our family has managed to
have multiple investigations conducted. However, while each inves-
tigation gathered more information, the mountain of evidence was
never used to arrive at an honest or even sensible conclusion.

The most recent investigation by the Department of Defense In-
spector General and the Criminal Investigative Division of the
Army concluded that the killing of Pat was “an accident.”

The handling of the situation after the firefight was described as
a compilation of “missteps, inaccuracies and errors in judgment
which created the perception of concealment.”

The soldier that shot Pat admitted in his sworn statement that
just before he delivered the fatal burst from about 35 meters away,
that he saw his target waving hands, but he decided to pull the
trigger anyway. Such an act is not an accident. It is a clear viola-
tion of the rules of engagement.

Writing up a field hospital report stating that Pat “transferred
to intensive care unit for continued CPR” after most of his head
had been taken off by multiple 5.56 rounds is not misleading.
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Stating that a giant rectangle bruise covering his chest that sits
exactly where the armor plate that protects you from bullets as
being “consistent with paddle marks” is not misleading. These are
deliberate and calculated lies.

Writing a Silver Star award before a single eye witness account
is taken is not a misstep. Falsifying soldier witness statements for
a Silver Star is not a misstep. These are intentional falsehoods that
meet the legal definition for fraud.

Delivering false information at a nationally televised memorial
service is not an error in judgment. Discarding an investigation
that does not fit a preordained conclusion is not an error in judg-
ment. These are deliberate acts of deceit.

This is not the perception of concealment. This is concealment.

Pat is, of course, not the only soldier where battlefield reality has
reached the family and the public in the form of a false narrative.

First Lieutenant Ken Ballard died in Najaf, Iraq, just 1 day after
Pat’s fratricide went public. His mom, Karen Meredith, was told
that Ken was killed by a sniper on a rooftop. Fifteen months later,
she found out that he was killed by an unmanned gun from his
own vehicle.

Private Jesse Buryj was killed May 5, 2004, in Iraq. His family
was told he was killed in a vehicle accident. A year later they re-
ceived the autopsy report, and they found that he was shot in the
back. The Army was forced to concede that he was accidentally
shot by a Polish soldier. Just recently, out of nowhere, a lieutenant
showed up at their family’s house and told them that an officer in
his own unit had shot him. They are still looking for answers.

Sergeant Patrick McCaffrey was killed June 22, 2004, from what
the family was told “an ambush by insurgents.” Two years later,
they found out that those insurgents happen to be the same Iraqi
troops that he was training. Before his death, he told his chain of
command that these same troops that he was training were trying
to kill him and his team. He was told to keep his mouth shut.

About a year ago, I received a phone call. I was at my mom’s
house, and it was an emergency breakthrough from the operator.
It happened to be a woman named Dawn Hellermann from North
Carolina, so it was 2 a.m., her time.

Her husband, Staff Sergeant Brian Hellermann was killed in
Iraq. She was tired of receiving new official reasons why her hus-
band had died. She was desperate for help, so she called us. The
system had failed her.

Those soldiers deserve better, and their families deserve better.

Our family has relentlessly pursued the truth on this matter for
3 years. We have now concluded that our efforts are being actively
thwarted by powers that are more important, excuse me, that are
more interested in protecting a narrative than getting at the truth
or seeing that justice is served.

That is why we ask Congress, as a sovereign representative of
the whole people, to exercise its power to investigate the inconsist-
encies in Pat’s death and the aftermath and all the other soldiers
that were betrayed by this system.

The one bit of truth that did survive these manipulations is that
Pat was and still is a great man. He is the most wonderful older
brother to ever exist. Pat wanted to leave a positive legacy based
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on his actions, and he did that. But Pat’s death at the hands of his
comrades is a terrible tragedy.

But the fact that the Army and what appears to be others at-
tempted to hijack his virtue and his legacy is simply horrific. The
least this country can do for him in return is to uncover who is re-
sponsible for his death, who lied and covered it up, and who insti-
gated those lies and benefited from them. Then ensure that justice
is meted out to the culpable.

Pat and these other soldiers volunteered to put their lives on the
line for this country. Anything less than the truth is a betrayal of
those values that all soldiers who have fought for this Nation have
sought to uphold.

Thank you for your time.

Chairman WAXMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Tillman. Thank
you very much for your testimony.

Mrs. Tillman, I know he was speaking for both of you. Is there
anything you want to add briefly?

Mrs. MARY TILLMAN. No.

Chairman WAXMAN. No, OK.

Ms. Lynch, we are pleased to have you here.

Make sure the button is pushed on the base of the mic. I am re-
luctant to tell you to pull it too close to you but see whatever is
comfortable.

STATEMENT OF JESSICA LYNCH

Ms. LyncH. Chairman Waxman and distinguished members of
the committee, it is an honor to be with you here today, and I am
grateful to have this opportunity.

I have been asked here today to address misinformation from the
battlefield. Quite frankly, it is something that I have been doing
since I returned home from Iraq. However, I want to note for the
record that I am not politically motivated in my appearance here
today.

I lived the war in Iraq, and today I still have family and friends
fighting in Iraq. My support for our troops is unwaivering.

I believe this is not a time for fingerpointing. It is a time for
truth, the whole truth, versus hype and misinformation. Because of
the misinformation, people tried to discount the realities of my
story, including me, as part of the hype. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

My experiences have caused a personal struggle of all sorts for
me. I was given opportunities not extended to my fellow soldiers,
and I embraced those opportunities to set the record straight. It is
something that I have been doing since 2003. It is something that
I imagine I will have to do for the rest of my life.

I have answered criticisms for being told, being paid to tell my
story. Quite frankly, the injuries I have will last a lifetime, and I
have a story to tell, a story that needed to be told so people would
know the truth.

I want to take a minute to remind the committee of my true
story. I was a soldier.

In July 2001, I enlisted in the Army with my brother, Greg. We
had different reasons of why to join, but we both knew that we
wanted to serve our country. I loved my time in the Army, and I
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am grateful for the opportunity to have served the country in a
time of crisis.

In 2003, I received word that I would be deployed. I was part of
a 100-mile long convoy going to Baghdad. I drove a 5-ton water
buffalo truck. Our unit had some of the heaviest vehicles, and the
sand was so thick that our vehicles would just sink. It would take
us hours to just travel the shortest distance.

We decided to divide our convoy up so the lighter vehicles could
reach our destination, but first came the city of An Nasiryah and
a day that I will never forget.

The truck I was driving broke down, and I was picked up by my
roommate and best friend, Lori Piestewa, who was driving our
First Sergeant Robert Dowdy. We also picked up two other soldiers
from a different unit to get them out of harm’s way.

As we drove through An Nasiryah, trying to get turned around
to leave the city, the signs of hostility were increasing with people
with weapons on rooftops and the street watching our entire move.

The vehicle I was riding in was hit by a rocket propelled grenade
and slammed into the back of another truck in our unit. Three peo-
ple in the vehicle were killed upon impact.

Lori and I were taken to a hospital where she later died and I
was held for 9 days. In all, 11 soldiers died that day, 6 from my
unit and 2 others. Six others from my unit were taken prisoner
plus two others.

Following the ambush, my injuries were extensive. When I
awoke in the Iraqi hospital, I was not able to move or feel anything
below my waist. I suffered a 6-inch gash in my head. My fourth
and fifth lumbar were overlapping, causing pressure on my spine.
My right humerus was broken. My right foot was crushed. My left
femur was shattered.

The Iraqis in the hospital tried to help me by removing the bone
and replacing it with a 1940’s rod that was made for a man.

Following my rescue, the doctors at Landstuhl, Germany found
in a physical exam that I had been sexually assaulted.

Today, I still continue to deal with bowel, bladder and kidney
problems as a result from the injuries. My left leg still has no feel-
ing from the knee down, and I am required to wear a brace just
to stand and walk.

When I awoke, I did not know where I was. I could not move.
I could not call for help. I could not fight. The nurses at the hos-
pital tried to soothe me, and they even tried unsuccessfully at one
point to return me to Americans.

On April 1st, while various units created diversions around
Nasiryah, a group came to the hospital to rescue me. I could hear
them speaking in English, but I was still very afraid.

Then a soldier came into the room. He tore the American flag
from his uniform, and he handed it to me in my hand, and he told
me: We are American soldiers, and we are here to take you home.

I looked at him and I said, yes, I am an American soldier too.

When I remember those difficult days, I remember the fear. I re-
member the strength. I remember the hand of that fellow American
soldier reassuring me that I was going to be OK.

At the same time, tales of great heroism were being told. At my
parents’ home in Wirt County, WV, it was under siege by media,
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all repeating the story of the little girl Rambo from the hills of
West Virginia who went down fighting. It was not true.

I have repeatedly said when asked that if the stories about me
helped inspire our troops and rally our Nation, then perhaps there
was some good.

However, I am still confused as to why they chose to lie and tried
to make me a legend when the real heroics of my fellow soldiers
that day were legendary. People like Lori Piestewa and First Ser-
geant Dowdy who picked up fellow soldiers in harm’s way or people
like Patrick Miller or Sergeant Donald Walters who actually did
fight until the very end.

The bottom line is the American people are capable of determin-
%ng their own ideals for heros. They don’t need to be told elaborate
ies.

My hero is my brother, Greg, who continues to serve his country
today. My hero is my friend, Lori Piestewa, who died in Iraq but
set an example for a generation of Hopi and Native American
women and little girls everywhere about the contributions just one
soldier can make. My hero is every American who says my country
needs me and answers that call to fight.

I had the good fortune and opportunity to come home and to tell
the truth. Many soldiers, like Pat Tillman, did not have that oppor-
tunity.

The truth of war is not always easy. The truth is always more
heroic than the hype.

Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Lynch follows:]
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Chairman Waxman, and distinguished members of the committee, it is an honor to be with you
today and | am grateful to have this opportunity.

| have been asked here today to address “misinformation from the battlefield.” Quite frankly, itis
something that | have been doing since | returned from Iraq. However, | want to note for the record,
1 am not politically motivated in my appearance here today. | lived the war in Iraq. Today | have
family and friends still serving in Irag. My support for our troops is unwavering.

| believe this is not a time for finger pointing. It is time for the truth, the whole truth, versus
misinformation and hype.

Because of the misinformation, people try to discount the realities of my story, including me as part
of the hype. Nothing could be further from the truth. My experiences have caused a personal
struggle of sorts for me. | was given opportunities not extended to my fellow soldiers — and
embraced those opportunities set the record straight. It is something I have done since 2003 and
something | imagine | will have to do for the rest of my life. 1 have answered criticisms for being
paid to tell my story. Quite frankly, the injuries | have will 1ast a lifetime and | had a story tell, a story
that needed fo be told so people would know the fruth.

] want to take a minute to remind the committee of my true story. | was a soldier.

in July 2001, 1 enlisted in the Army with my brother. We had different reasons as to why we joined
but we both wanted to serve our country. |loved my time in the Army and | am grateful for the
opportunity to have served this nation during a time of crisis.

In 2003, | received word that my unit had been deployed. | was part of a 100-mile long convoy
going to Bagdad to support the Marines. | drove the 5-ton water buffalo truck. Our unit drove the
heaviest vehicles. The sand was thick - our vehicles just sank. it would take us hours to travel the
shortest distance. We decided to divide our convoy so the lighter vehicles could reach our target.
But then came the city of An Nasiryah and a day | will never forget.
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The truck | was driving broke down. | was picked up by my roommate and best friend, Lori
Piestewa who was driving our First Sergeant Robert Dowdy. We also picked up two other soldiers
from a different unit to get them out of harms way.

As we drove through An Nasiryah, trying fo get turned around to fry to leave the city, the signs of
hostility were increasing with people with weapons on roof tops and the street watching our entire

group.

The vehicle | was riding in was hit by a rocket propelled grenade and slammed into the back of
another truck in the convoy. Three people in the vehicle were killed upon impact. Lori and | were
taken to a hospital where she later died and | was held for nine days. In all eleven soldiers died
that day, six others from the unit, plus two others were taken prisoner.

Following the ambush, my injuries were extensive. When | awoke in the Iraqi hospital, | was not
able fo move or feel anything below my waist. | suffered a six inch gash in my head. My fourth and
fifth lumbars were overlapping causing pressure on my spine. My right humerus bone was broken.
My right foot was crushed. My left femur was shattered. The Iragis in the hospital tried to help me
by removing the bone and replacing it with a metal rod. The rod they used was a model from the
1940s for a man and was too long. Following my rescue, the doctors in Landstuhl, Germany found
in a physical exam that | had been sexually assaulted. Today, | continue to deal with bladder,
bowel and kidney problems as a result of my injuries. My left leg still has no feeling from the knee
down and | am required to wear a brace so that | can stand and walk.

When | awoke, | did not know where | was. | could not move, or fight or call for help. The nurses at
the hospital tried to soothe me and tried unsuccessfully at one point to return me to American

troops.

Then on April 1, while various units created diversions around Nasiryah, a group came to the
hospital to rescue me, { could hear them speaking in English but | was stilf very afraid. Then a

soldier came into my room, he tore the American flag from his uniform and pressed into my hand
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and he told me, “We're American soldiers and we're here to take you home." As | held his hand, |

told him, “yes, | am an American soldier tco.”

When | remember those difficult days, | remember the fear. | remember the strength. | remember

the hand of a fellow American soldier reassuring me that | was ok now.

At the same time, tales of great heroism were being told. My parent's home in Wirt County was
under siege of the media all repeating the story of the little girl Rambo from the hills who went

down fighting.

It was not true.

| have repeatedly said, when asked, that if the stories about me helped inspire our troops and rally
a nation, then perhaps there was some good. However, | am stilt confused as to why they chose to
lie and tried to make me a legend when the real heroics of my fellow soldiers that day were, in fact,
legendary. People like Lori Piestewa and First Sergeant Dowdy who picked up fellow soldiers in
harms way. Or people like Patrick Miller and Sergeant Donald Walters who actually fought until
the very end.

The bottom line is the American people are capable of determining their own ideals for heroes and
they don't need to be told elaborate tales.

My hero is my brother Greg who continues to serve this country today. My hero is my friend Lori
who died in Irag but set an example for a generation of Hopi and Native American women and little
girls everywhere about the important contributions just one soldier can make in the fight for
freedom. My hero is every American who says, my country needs me and answers the call o fight.

I had the good fortune and opportunity to come home and | told the truth, Many other soldiers, like
Pat Tillman, do not have the opportunity.

The truth of war is not always easy to hear but it always more heroic than the hype.
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Chairman WAXMAN. Thank you very much, Ms. Lynch.
Dr. Bolles.

STATEMENT OF GENE BOLLES

Dr. BoLLES. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, thank
you for inviting me here today.

My name is Gene Bolles, and I am a neurosurgeon. Specifically,
I specialize in neurotrauma, spine surgery and radial surgery.

I graduated from the University of Michigan’s Medical School
and did my subsequent training at the University of Colorado
Health Sciences Center in Denver, CO. I have over 30 years of sur-
gical experience.

I was drafted into the military out of my training in 1965 and
served as a flight surgeon and subsequent division surgeon of the
8th Infantry Division in Germany.

For the next several decades, I worked as practitioner of neuro-
surgery in the Boulder, Denver area where I performed hundreds
of surgeries on victims of trauma.

In 2001 before the attacks of September 11th, I was asked to
apply for the position of Chief of Neurosurgery at Landstuhl Re-
gional Medical Center in Germany. Through a competitive process,
I was selected for the position and commenced my service in No-
vember 2001.

I served as Chief of Neurosurgery as a Department of Defense
contractor for over 2 years, leaving in February 2004. For the first
year and a half, I was the only neurosurgeon between Okinawa
and the United States. After the Iraqi war, Iraqi part of the war
began, OIF, more neurosurgeons were added to our staff to handle
the increased number of expected patients.

During my time as the Chief of Neurosurgery there, patients
from Afghanistan, Kosovo, Kuwait, Iraq, amongst elsewhere, were
flown in to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center throughout the day.
I operated on and oversaw the treatment of many wounded U.S.
combat forces.

I am here today to discuss my treatment of Private Jessica
Lynch and the misfortune that surrounded her condition.

Fewer than 2 weeks after she was captured in Iraq, she arrived
in Germany for medical treatment. She had severe injuries that re-
quired a number of surgeries. It is these injuries where truth has
been coupled perhaps with fiction that I am here to discuss today.

Private Lynch was captured by the Iraqis on March 23rd. U.S.
forces rescued her from an Iraqi hospital on April 1st, and she was
thereafter medically evacuated to Germany.

I examined Private Lynch and looked for evidence. I did a com-
plete exam on her and, specifically though, I was looking for evi-
dence of gunshot wounds in addition to her other injuries as we
were told that she had been shot. I saw no evidence of gunshot
wounds.

I looked for metallic fragments on x-rays. I saw none. I saw no
injuries that looked like a gunshot wound to my eye. I saw no en-
trance and exit wounds that appeared to be corroborative of that.

She did have some puncture wounds of her extremities, but they
were not the kind that I had ever seen made by a bullet wound.
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They were consistent with the injuries that had been described,
that she had undergone perhaps a motor vehicle type of accident.

At some point during our treatment of Private Lynch, one of the
trauma surgeons that was involved in her care was evaluated, and
there was perhaps a difference of opinion although I did not discuss
that with him. He made the statement that he thought these punc-
ture sites were gunshot wounds. I did not and do not agree with
that assessment. I saw no clinical or physical evidence that was the
case.

I proceeded to operate on Private Lynch where we performed an
operation for her lumbar spine and her fractures. For the time Pri-
vate Lynch was in intensive care, I saw her on a daily basis. As
with other patients, I checked in with her to monitor her status.
I asked how she was feeling, etc.

And T also asked permission to contact her parents, and I called
her parents after the surgery before they came to Germany. I recall
being asked by, I believe, her father if she had been shot, and I
said, no.

I never leaked any other information about my patient’s condi-
tion to the press. Although several reporters have asked me from
time to time, I have declined to discuss any details of her care
other than the fact that I was involved in it.

I am happy to answer any questions that the committee and sub-
committee may have about my time at Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center.

Thank you.

Chairman WAXMAN. Thank you very much, Dr. Bolles.

We will now proceed to questions from the members of the com-
mittee. Each side will initially control 10 minutes by the Chair and
by the ranking member, and then we will proceed to 5 minute
rounds in order prescribed under the rules.

For the 10 minutes that we have on our side, I want to yield to
the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Waxman.

Mr. MurpHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Murphy.

I think I can take the liberty of speaking for all the members of
the committee on both sides of the aisle to say to the Tillmans, to
Ms. Lynch, we stand in awe of you this morning to present this tes-
timony before this committee.

The only appropriate place to start is where Mr. Waxman began
his opening remarks, to express our immeasurable gratitude to the
courage of the young Americans who have put themselves in
harm’s way on behalf of our country in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Having just returned with four other members of this committee
from the fronts in both Iraq and Afghanistan, I know personally
how much our soldiers are sacrificing. Quite frankly, as one of the
youngest Members of this Congress, I also know that my ability to
serve here in an air-conditioned hearing room such as this is only
made possible by the sacrifices and decisions to serve made by my
contemporaries, two of which are sitting before us today.

Let me just say this before I ask a few questions to the Tillmans
and Ms. Lynch.

You have had amazing courage to come here and speak today,
and I think it is important to say this. Courage and bravery don’t
just come in one form. The very fact that you, Ms. Lynch, and you,
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Mr. Tillman, and you brother volunteered to protect this country
at such gave risk to yourself, was and is an act of great courage
and selflessness.

But if this country continues to glorify the bravery of battlefield
confrontations, it in some way diminishes the value of another in-
creasingly lost American virtue, that is, telling the truth. It is too
bad that this government has made a seemingly simple act of tell-
ing the truth an act of bravery, but it is, and there are no better
examples than Jessica Lynch and the Tillman family.

You could have kept silent and accepted the stories that were
handed to you by your government, but you displayed a courage
not often seen in today’s world. You chose truth over personal glori-
fication. I think that speaks a lot.

I think I can speak for a lot of us up here when I say I wish
there were more of you.

I especially want to express my condolences to the Tillman fam-
ily. This being the third anniversary of Corporal Tillman’s death,
I know it must be very hard for you to come here today and espe-
cially for you, Mr. Tillman, to speak in public for the first time.

The purpose of today’s hearing, as Mr. Waxman said, is to exam-
ine how these stories, these false stories were invented, how they
viflere spread and how they developed into two defining moments of
the war.

The question we will try to answer today is simple: Were these
false stories the result of an wunfortunate series of
miscommunications and inaccurate battlefield reports or were they
propaganda designed to influence public opinion by misleading the
Nation about what really happened?

Mr. Tillman, if I can start with your story, there was a lot of
publicity about your brother leaving his career in professional
sports, about your decision to leave a pro baseball contract. There
was obviously an increased amount of publicity when things went
horribly wrong.

But I want to get back to the beginning of this story. I want to
talk about why you and your brother decided to give up very lucra-
tive careers back here in the United States and join the military.
It had nothing to do with publicity, did it, Mr. Tillman?

Mr. KEVIN TILLMAN. No, Mr. Murphy, it didn’t, but I am not at
liberty and I am not comfortable with talking to you or anybody
else why we decided to join. That is a personal thing, my apologies.

Mr. MurpHY. That is perfectly respectable. I think the very fact
this was a family that made multiple decisions to enter the mili-
tary, as Ms. Lynch’s family did, I think shows that this often is a
sacrifice made not just by individuals but made by entire families.

This is a question for either Mr. Tillman or Mrs. Tillman. You
spoke about the consequences and the circumstances surrounding
the incident you spoke about, the awarding of the Silver Star to
your brother. After all this, you spoke that you learned that he was
actually killed by his own platoon, and this was more than a month
after his death.

I can certainly respect if this is not something you want to talk
about, but I think it may be interesting for this committee to learn
a little bit more about how you found out that his death was a re-
sult of friendly fire and how your family received this news when
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you were finally told over a month after the initial incident, that
what you believed was the case was not truly the case.

Mr. KEVIN TILLMAN. Yes, sir. When I went, when I came back
from San Jose, CA, the memorial service, I went back to work at
Fort Lewis, WA, and my platoon and company were still in Afghan-
istan, and I was there working for about 2 weeks.

When they got back, I helped pack up all their stuff, put it in
the platoon AO, and everything was kind of no big deal. I did PT
with everybody, the physical training. I actually did physical train-
ing with two of the guys that were on the vehicle.

I know everybody pretty well. But I did physical training with
everybody.

And then, at around 10, I ended up speaking. I was pulled in by
my chain of command, and they told me that Pat potentially died
of fratricide, and it was very generic. They saw a .50 cal round in
a rock, and they didn’t explain it very well. So I didn’t. I was upset,
but it didn’t make any sense based on what I knew of it, the story
that I was told.

Eventually, the next day I spoke with Colonel Bailey. I think it
was Lieutenant Colonel Bailey. At the time, he was our battalion
commander, and he went over it in detail, and that is when—it was
a Tuesday. It was a month and 3 days after the fact, I found out,
and he went through the whole thing, and it was without a doubt.
I mean they knew immediately that it was friendly fire.

So I told Marie, Pat’s wife, that evening when she got back from
work. She had heard a lot of bad news over the phone, so I decided
to wait until she got back. I ended up holding off.

I wanted to go on Friday to tell my parents because they also got
too much bad news, and I ended up telling my mom, my dad and
younger brother that he, in fact, died of fratricide.

hSo it was about 5 weeks. That is kind of the gist of the narrative
there.

Mr. MurpHY. Mr. Tillman, we know now that in the days and
weeks before that, there were a lot of people in the military that
knew that your brother was killed by his own platoon, and they
knew this very soon after his death.

I know on our second panel, we will hear from Specialist Bryan
O’Neal who was with Corporal Tillman when he was shot, and he
will testify that he knew right away that it was friendly fire and
that he promptly reported this up the chain of command.

If you could talk about the days and weeks following the initial
disclosure that this was an incident of friendly fire and how you
came to understand that this wasn’t known by the military a
month after the initial story came out, that this was in fact known
fairly immediately by the military through the chain of command
that those on the ground knew that this was friendly fire.

If you could talk a little bit about how then your family’s reaction
came to the fact that military officials knew but didn’t tell you that
ﬁour brother had been killed by friendly fire early after the inci-

ent.

Mr. KEVIN TiLLMAN. They gave us the report, and it was that we
kind of have to dig through it. They didn’t tell us that they knew.
They played it off like it was potential. It was possible, and you
start reading the report.
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And we got pretty good information from Lieutenant Colonel Bai-
ley actually did do what seems like a pretty honorable job when he
came to the house and he briefed us off of the first investigating
officer’s report.

He actually used the first investigating officer’s report which
happened to get lost in the process. They don’t know where it is
anymore apparently, but they used his report. So there was a lot
of accuracies.

When we went back to get the full briefing for the family, it was
really watered down. I mean it was, they started kind of pushing
things around, and they made it really nebulous when people found
out, and it was, they didn’t want to give us a half-baked. I think
General McCrystal didn’t want to give us a half-baked answer.

So it looked like—I don’t know how to answer that question accu-
rately. It was just all over the charts. You get a little nugget here,
and then you get a bunch of well, we didn’t know. I didn’t know.
This person didn’t know.

But when you go through the documents, the chain of command,
General Kensinger, which is a three-star, knew in 2 days.

Mr. MuUrPHY. Family discovered fairly quickly that you were
going to have to press this, that your family was going to have to
push the investigation to get to it.

Mr. KeEVIN TILLMAN. It was a slow process because you don’t ex-
pect it. You know. It is like I work, I mean I work with these guys.
It was understandable. OK, it was friendly fire. That stuff happens.
We are very aware of friendly fires. We are not naive to the fact
that stuff happens.

The problem was base