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JON WELLINGHOFF NOMINATION

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2007

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:41 a.m. in room
SD-366, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Jeff Bingaman,
chairman, presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JEFF BINGAMAN, U.S.
SENATOR FROM NEW MEXICO

The CHAIRMAN. Why don’t we go ahead and get started. I know
Senator Domenici is on his way and will be here very shortly, but
let me get the hearing started; we've got several Senators that
have been kind enough to come.

The committee meets, this morning, to consider the nomination
of Jon Wellinghoff to be a member of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission for the term ending June 30th of 2013. Mr.
Wellinghoff has appeared before the committee before; that was a
year and a half ago, when we considered his nomination for his
present term, scheduled to expire in June. The committee favorably
reported his prior nomination by voice vote in June 2006. The Sen-
ate confirmed him by unanimous consent in July 2006.

Before being appointed to the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, Mr. Wellinghoff served two terms as the State of Nevada’s
consumer advocate for customers of public utilities. Senator Reid
would have liked to have introduced Mr. Wellinghoff this morning,
but is unable to be here, because of the press of other business.
He’s asked me to note his strong support for Mr. Wellinghoff. With-
out objection, a written statement by Senator Reid will be included
in the record.

[The prepared statement of Senator Reid follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. HARRY REID, U.S. SENATOR FROM NEVADA

I want to thank Chairman Bingaman and Ranking Member Domenici for sched-
uling this hearing today, particularly given the incredible amount of work to come
out of this Committee in recent weeks.

I originally recommended Commissioner Wellinghoff for this position because I
firmly believed that the energy problems facing our nation called for a nominee of
Jon’s caliber and experience.

I trusted that Jon would put his three decades worth of experience in energy mar-
kets to work to benefit the American consumer. That experience included not only
included time back here working both in the Senate and for the Federal Trade Com-
mission on such matters, but extensive experience at the state-level working to pro-
tect Nevada’s consumers.

He has served as Chief of the District Attorney’s Consumer Fraud Division in
Reno, Nevada, counsel to Nevada’s Public Utilities Commission and a seven-year ap-
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pointment as Nevada’s Consumer Advocate. In that work, Jon saved Nevada’s util-
ity customers more than $40 million. Jon also helped to write and enact Nevada’s
renewable energy requirements, one of the strongest in the nation.

As a Commissioner, Jon has actively worked to put his experience to work for the
nation. In conjunction with his colleague Commissioners, Commissioner Wellinghoff
has worked to implement the directives of the EPAct of 2005. He has worked to pro-
vide more opportunities to integrate wind energy resources into the electric grid.

Commissioner Wellinghoff has also worked to enhance collaboration between
FERC and the states on demand side issues, serving as the co-chair of the FERC/
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners joint collaborative on de-
mand response.

Commissioner Wellinghoff has worked to develop new innovations at FERC. For
example, along with his colleagues, Commissioner Wellinghoff created a new “En-
ergy Innovations Sector” at FERC. This new staff department is charged with insti-
tutionalizing the consideration of enhanced energy efficiency, incorporating innova-
tive technologies into our energy infrastructure and considering issues such as re-
newable resources that are now underutilized in our system.

There is, of course, much more work to be done at FERC and I am deeply pleased
that Commissioner Wellinghoff is dedicated to continuing his tenure at FERC.

I want to thank the Committee again for moving forward today and thank Jon
for his willingness to continue to serve. I know he will continue to serve Nevada
and the nation with great distinction as a FERC Commissioner.

The CHAIRMAN. We are very pleased to welcome Mr. Wellinghoff
to the committee. We appreciate his willingness to serve a second
term on the Commission, and we welcome the opportunity to con-
sider his nomination.

At this point, we usually would hear Senator Domenici’s state-
ment. We'll interrupt to hear his statement when he arrives, but
let me go ahead and ask Mr. Wellinghoff to come forward, and we’ll
go through the normal procedure. The rules of the committee that
apply to all nominees require they be sworn in, in connection with
their testimony. While you’re still standing, could you raise your
right hand, please?

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you’re about to give
to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources shall
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I do.

The CHAIRMAN. Please be seated.

Before you begin your statement, I'll ask you the three questions
that we traditionally ask of each nominee before the committee.

First, will you be available to appear before this committee and
other congressional committees to represent departmental positions
and respond to issues of concern to the Congress?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I will.

The CHAIRMAN. Second, are you aware of any personal holdings,
investments, or interests that could constitute a conflict of interest,
or create the appearance of such a conflict, should you be confirmed
and assume the office to which you’ve been nominated by the Presi-
dent?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I do not. My investments and personal hold-
ings and other interests have been reviewed by both myself and the
appropriate ethics counselors from within the Federal Government.
I've taken appropriate action to avoid any conflicts of interest.
There are no conflicts of interests, or other appearances thereof, to
my knowledge, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. OK, thank you. The third, and last, question that
we always ask of our witnesses is, Are you involved, or do you have
any assets that are held, in a blind trust?
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Mr. WELLINGHOFF. No, I do not.

The CHAIRMAN. All right, thank you very much.

Before we allow you to introduce any family members present
and to make a statement, if you'd like to, Mr. Wellinghoff, let me
}slee if Senator Domenici would like to make a initial statement

ere.

STATEMENT OF HON. PETE V. DOMENICI, U.S. SENATOR FROM
NEW MEXICO

Senator DOMENICI. Mr. Chairman, I do, and it will be brief.

We're here to consider the nomination of Jon Wellinghoff to a
second term as a member of the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission. Now, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is one of
those powerful line-item agencies that just go about doing their
work, day in and day out, but it’s terribly important work for the
people of our Nation. I believe Chairman Joe Kelliher has been
doing an outstanding job, and it seems to me that the nominee be-
fore us is going to contribute to that Commission and make it even
more effective and more functional.

I have a few comments that are in my statement; they’ll be made
a part of the record.

[The prepared statement of Senator Domenici follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. PETE V. DOMENICI, U.S. SENATOR FROM
NEwW MEXICO

We are here today to consider the nomination of Jon Wellinghoff to a second term
as a Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission [FERC]. I thank Chair-
man Bingaman for promptly scheduling this nomination. I am hopeful that we can
quickly get this nominee confirmed along with another FERC nominee, Chairman
Joe Kelliher, who’s renomination has been waiting on the Senate Executive Cal-
endar since we reported it last May.

Since the enactment of the 2005 Energy Policy Act, many of us on the Committee
have observed numerous times that the new authorities granted the FERC require
a full complement of five commissioners if that law is to be implemented as we envi-
sioned. So far, the Commission has, for the most part, been doing an excellent job
with that implementation. But there is till much to be done. I, for one, would very
much like to retain continuity at the Commission as that implementation continues.
While Mr. Wellinghoff’s current term does not expire until June, it seems prudent
to ensure that we will have no gaps in Commission positions. I welcome this oppor-
tunity to get Mr. Wellinghoff’s, as well as Mr. Kelliher’s, nomination considered
quickly by the full Senate.

Senator DOMENICI. Needless to say, I support you, sir, and I hope
we can get you confirmed quickly.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you.

Senator DOMENICI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Mr. Wellinghoff, why don’t you go ahead. If you have any family
n}llembers you want to introduce, this would be a good time to do
that.

TESTIMONY OF JON WELLINGHOFF, NOMINEE TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Yes, I do. I have my wife here, Karen Galatz, and my son, Jules
Wellinghoff. My youngest son, Jacob, could not attend; he’s taking
two tests today, one in Spanish that he’s having a tough time with,
so we let him off.
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I'd also like to introduce members of my office. I have Jim
Pederson here with me, David Morenoff, and Mary Beth Tighe.

With that, thank you, Chairman Bingaman, for your courtesy
and consideration for expediting this hearing. I appreciate it very
much.

Ranking Member Domenici, I understand you’re retiring, and I
want to thank you very much for the courtesy and consideration
that you gave me in my first confirmation hearing. Thank you.

Senator DOMENICI. Yes, sir.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. In summarizing my testimony, I was before
you 16 months ago, and, at that time, I promised to use my 30
years of consumer protection advocacy and knowledge in the energy
field to improve efficiency in the infrastructure operations of the
administration by FERC, and to do so in a way that would, in fact,
benefit consumers. I believe I've done this, but, of course, I haven’t
acted alone. I've had the pleasure, in cooperation and collaboration,
working with Chairman Kelliher, with Commissioner Moeller,
Commissioner Spitzer, and Commissioner Kelly—in addition, I've
had the good fortune to work with the staff at FERC—it is an ex-
cellent group of individuals—and, of course, my office members. As
I indicated in my prepared statement that I've submitted to you,
we’ve reviewed, and I voted on, individually in the last 16 months,
over 1684 orders. Each order, I ask the question, How will those
orders affect consumers, and how can we improve efficiency to re-
duce costs for those consumers?

So, I've looked at efficiency in two different sectors. One is in the
area of infrastructure. Regarding infrastructure, one area of par-
ticular interest to me is the natural gas pipeline system in this
country. It’s a very effective system that does, in fact, deliver a
commodity to consumers throughout the country. But I've deter-
mined that there are areas where, in fact, efficiency could be im-
proved in that system. In fact, I believe there may be somewhere
between 10 and 15 gigawatts—that would be 10- to 15,000 one-
thousand-megawatt power plants worth of efficiency that can be
squeezed out of the natural gas pipeline system. So, as such, I've
collaborated with the chairman and staff, and we’re now asking gas
pipeline producers who are in the process of building new facilities
as to how they're going to improve the efficiency of those systems,
how they’re going to do waste heat recovery, how they’re going to
do things that, hopefully, can, in essence, get more energy out of
the systems that they’re now constructing.

Another area is the integration of renewables into the grid. To
the extent that we can have diversity in supply and also increase
competition among resources, it’s going to benefit consumers. With
respect to that, I worked on an order where we provided for cost-
allocation methodology for a trunk-line system for wind energy in
California that will facilitate development of wind. It will be an
order that, I think, ultimately, will be a model for the country for
wind.

We also included, in a tariff filing—excuse me—in a tariff revi-
sion rule, rule 890, a provision called “conditional firm service,”
which provides for a new service product for, primarily, wind en-
ergy that can facilitate them getting on the grid.
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On the operations and administration side, we've also done work.
Mr. Morenoff and I, that I introduced, did a paper for the Energy
Law Journal recently, and in that paper we looked at a researcher
who has developed information that indicates that there’s at least
an additional $35 billion in savings that could be achieved for con-
sumers by integrating demand response into the wholesale orga-
nized energy markets.

So, with this in mind, we’ve done a number of things. One, again,
is with respect to tariff reform, in order 890, where we have pro-
vided for ensuring that demand response can provide services to
the grid in a comparable way to generation resources, and get paid
just like a generator. This ultimately will provide for creating a
market for demand response and ultimately ensure the consumers
can benefit from the lower cost in those markets because of incor-
poration of demand respond into the markets.

We’ve also worked to incorporate demand response into the reli-
ability rule so that demand response, in fact, can be used as sup-
porting reliability; again, helping create a market for something
that can reduce costs for consumers. I've worked with the States
in a collaborative, that I co-chair with a number of other State
commissioners under the auspices of the National Association of
Regulatory Utility Commissioners, to look at barriers to demand
response in the interface between the State and Federal sectors in
integrating demand response into the grid.

So, looking to the future, I believe there’s much still to do. If we
look at just improving the efficiency of the grid by 5 percent, that
5 percent could have the effect of reducing the need for 50 one-
thousand-megawatt power plants, a tremendous reduction. I be-
lieve this can be done by optimizing grid operations and software.
I note that you, here in the Senate, passed H.R. 6, which directs
FERC to do a demand-response assessment, and also develop a de-
mand-response plan. If confirmed, I'd devote my expertise to this
effort to, in fact, maximize savings benefits for consumers by in-
creasing energy efficiency in the delivery of the energy system.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'll be happy to answer any of your
questions.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Wellinghoff follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JON WELLINGHOFF, NOMINEE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Chairman Bingaman, Senator Domenici, and distinguished members of the Com-
mittee, I am honored to be here today as a nominee to the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC). Thank you, Chairman Bingaman, for scheduling this
hearing. I thank President Bush for renominating me to this position, and I thank
Majority Leader Reid for his continued support and the confidence he has expressed
by recommending me to the President for renomination. At my confirmation hearing
before this Committee in June, 2006, I promised to use my 30-plus years of experi-
ence with consumers, utilities, and energy policy and regulation to work at FERC
to improve the efficiency of our nation’s energy infrastructure and operations, and
the effectiveness and responsiveness of the agency to the needs of consumers
through the more efficient administration of energy regulation. I believe I have
worked to fulfill that promise in my last 16 months at the Commission. That work,
however, has not and cannot be done alone. Chairman Kelliher, and fellow Commis-
sioners Moeller, Spitzer, and Kelly have not only been supportive of these efforts,
but they have actively collaborated and contributed significantly to the progress
made in that time. The competent and capable staff of the Commission is also to
be commended for their work in these areas.
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In terms of sheer numbers, the work has been substantial. In the time since I
took office in August 2006, I have reviewed, discussed, and voted on over 1684 or-
ders. These orders range from uncontested settlements of minor tariff issues to mas-
sive rulemaking proceedings of thousands of pages affecting fundamental issues
such as the operation of our interstate transmission system and electric system reli-
ability. With each of these orders I have considered, I have applied a consistent phi-
losophy and approach. For each I have asked the following two questions:

1. How will the order impact the consumer?
2. Can the order be structured to improve efficiency and consumer benefits?

Improving efficiency while maintaining reliability of the infrastructure and oper-
ations of our nation’s energy system will, in most instances, lower total life-cycle
costs to consumers. Improving efficiency also often has the added benefits of reduc-
ing energy use and thus reducing local and global emissions, including greenhouse
gas emissions. Improvements in efficiency must be considered, however, in the con-
text of reliability and first costs, both of which are also important to consumers. It
is within this context that I relate to you a sample of my experience to date at the
Commission.

ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE

There have been significant opportunities to consider mechanisms to improve effi-
ciency in energy infrastructure in the numerous cases presented to the Commission
since my arrival. These have included the areas of electric transmission systems,
natural gas pipeline and storage systems, and innovative technologies including re-
newable systems.

In the area of transmission, the Congress in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (EPAct
2005) directed the Commission to provide for incentives for the construction of new
electric transmission facilities. The Commission complied by issuing Order No. 679
that provided for such incentives. In section 1223 of EPAct 2005, the Congress di-
rected the Commission to encourage advanced transmission technologies that im-
prove system efficiency. In those cases where transmission developers have re-
quested incentives for transmission construction under our Order No. 679, I have
linked that incentive in my decision making to the developer also establishing that
efficiency improvements have been incorporated into the line using some of the in-
novative technologies outlined by the Congress in EPAct section 1223. This linkage
is important to encouraging improved transmission efficiency and use of the EPAct
2005 advanced transmission technologies.

As another transmission example, in Order No. 890 the Commission has reformed
its open access transmission procedures. In that Order, efficient transmission grid
expansion is encouraged by improving the transmission planning process. Order No.
890 explicitly recognizes that demand side resources are an integral part of the
transmission planning process and must be considered on a comparable basis to
supply side resources. Consideration of such resources benefits consumers by pro-
moting efficiency and allowing lower cost options to be considered by transmission
planners.

The natural gas pipeline system in this country delivers essential fuel for space
and water heating, cooking and other domestic and commercial uses in homes and
businesses. It is also vital to the delivery of fuel for electric generation, process heat,
and as an industrial feedstock. The operation of that system consumes tremendous
energy to compress the gas to move it through the interstate pipeline system. It is
this compression process and the efficiency of the process that has been another
area of focus for me while on the Commission. It has been estimated that there are
between 10 and 15 gigawatts of energy that could be recovered from our natural
gas pipeline system through waste heat recovery at compressor stations and pres-
sure recovery at pressure let down points. To the extent that this energy can be re-
covered economically and used to service consumers, they will benefit and all will
benefit from the reduced carbon emissions. With assistance of the Chairman and the
Commission staff, I began last year to explore the opportunities to recover this lost
energy to generate electricity. At my request and the Chairman’s direction, inquiries
are now sent by staff to new pipeline developers to determine the extent to which
they have considered these energy recovery techniques in their project. In addition,
I have initiated talks with the pipeline industry to investigate opportunities for en-
ergy recovery on pipelines. I am confident that those discussions will prove produc-
tive, and the industry will agree to voluntarily collaborate with the Commission to
identify and explore such opportunities.

In the area of innovative technologies, to the extent that new energy resources
such as renewable technologies can be better integrated into the electric grid and
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wholesale electric markets, consumers benefit from diverse supplies providing great-
er competition and consumer choice. In an effort to provide for more opportunities
to integrate wind energy resources into the electric grid, Order No. 890 provides for
a “conditional firm” transmission service option that allows wind developers to take
service that may better match the unique characteristics of wind systems. With re-
spect to the financing of transmission necessary to provide for the delivery of renew-
able energy from remote locations, the Commission in a declaratory order issued to
the California Independent System Operator (CAISO) allowed for sharing the costs
of trunkline transmission lines necessary to deliver wind and other renewable en-
ergy from remote areas of California. This financing mechanism could apply not
only to projects in California, but to any area where there are remote dispersed loca-
tion-constrained resources (wind, geothermal, solar, hydrokinetic) that can be devel-
oped to provide consumers with new diverse energy choices. This order was ap-
plauded by the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) and will serve as a
model for other regions of the country.

ENERGY SYSTEM OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

With respect to energy system operations there have been multiple opportunities
to improve efficiency and thus benefit consumers. Areas where I believe I have had
a substantial impact include work to further incorporate demand response and other
distributed resources into wholesale electric markets, enhanced collaboration be-
tween FERC and the states on demand side issues, and the institutionalization of
energy innovations and efficiency into the FERC structure.

David Morenoff, an attorney in my office, and I recently published an article in
the Energy Law Journal that has been supplied to the Committee. In that article
we document the substantial consumer savings possible from the incorporation of
demand response into organized wholesale electric markets. One recent study esti-
mated that the net present value to electric consumers over a twenty-year horizon
could be as much as $35 billion. In an effort to accelerate the incorporation of de-
mand response into these markets and secure these benefits for consumers, I have
worked on a number of initiatives at the Commission. In Order No. 890, the Com-
mission concluded that further reforms were needed to address deficiencies in its
open access transmission tariff (OATT). For example, the Commission found that
sales of ancillary services by “load resources . . . should be permitted where appro-
priate on a comparable basis to service provided by generation resources.” In sup-
port of this finding, the Commission stated that “comparable treatment of load re-
sources is consistent with” EPAct section 1252(f), which establishes a national policy
to eliminate “unnecessary barriers to demand response participation in energy, ca-
pacity and ancillary service markets . . . .” Such comparable treatment in wholesale
energy markets will enable the expeditious incorporation of demand-side measures
like demand response into those markets thus saving consumers substantial money.

In another example, in Order No. 693, the Commission approved a number of
electric reliability standards proposed by the North American Electric Reliability
Corporation (NERC) and further directed NERC to submit improvements to several
of these standards. In particular, the Commission directed modifications to include
an explicit provision recognizing that demand response and other demand-side re-
sources may be used to comply with certain reliability standards. Allowing demand-
side resources to be used to comply with certain reliability standards again poten-
tially saves consumers costs and increases efficiency.

In the area of federal state collaboration, I have been designated by Chairman
Kelliher to serve as the co-chair of the FERC/NARUC (National Association of Regu-
latory Utility Commissioners) joint collaborative on demand response. I serve with
two NARUC co-chairs. The collaborative meets three times a year and investigates
the relationship between wholesale and retail electric markets and the use of de-
mand response to make those markets more efficient for consumers. We are cur-
rently undertaking a study to investigate the barriers to more robust incorporation
of demand response into those markets and mechanisms to reduce those barriers.

Finally, in the area of effective administration at FERC in the incorporation of
efficiency in energy infrastructure and operation, I—in collaboration with Commis-
sioner Kelly—developed a proposal for the Chairman to create at FERC an “Energy
Innovations Sector”. The Chairman endorsed our proposal and created the Sector.
This new staff department is responsible for institutionalizing within FERC the con-
sideration of enhanced efficiency in energy infrastructures and operations, incorpo-
ration of innovative technologies into energy infrastructure and operations, and in-
vestigating issues related to demand-side, renewable, and other resources that are
now underutilized and considered innovative. The Sector has been operational for
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several months and has a chief and several staff in place, as well as part-time as-
signed staff from other areas within the Commission.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES

There is considerable work that lies ahead to advance efficiency in the realm of
energy infrastructure and operations. As an example, if we could improve the oper-
ational efficiency of our electric grid by 5% through optimization of transmission
software, we could save the equivalent of 50 large coal plants. Integration of storage
into the grid with the promise of plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs) could rev-
olutionize the entire grid operation and provide economic support to consumers who
purchase new advanced transportation technologies like PHEVs. On October 24th
of this year, we demonstrated at FERC for the first time an electric vehicle pro-
viding regulation services to the grid in real time via a signal over the internet with
a response time of less than a second. This demonstration provided the type of fre-
quency response necessary to keep the grid stable and reliable and did so in a man-
ner and time interval far superior to that of a generating resource that currently
provides such grid services. FERC has taken initial steps, as I indicated above, to
allow such ancillary services to be provided by demand-side resources like a PHEV.
But much still needs to be done to ensure that the tariffs and infrastructure are
in place so that consumers who own these vehicles can receive payments for the pro-
vision of these services when PHEVs become commercially available.

In the area of demand response the Senate just passed legislation that directs
FERC to conduct a National Assessment of Demand Response and develop a Na-
tional Action Plan on Demand Response. Given the work I have already done in this
area while at the Commission I believe I can provide a substantial contribution to
this effort going forward.

CONCLUSION

I appreciate this opportunity to relate to you my experiences and efforts at FERC.
It has been truly an honor and a privilege to have served as a Commissioner. I have
had the good fortune to work with the Chairman, fellow Commissioners and staff
who have all been open and interested in my ideas and proposals to improve the
efficiency of our energy system for the benefit of consumers. I look forward to con-
tinuing that work. I would be happy to answer any questions that you might have.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. Let me ask a few ques-
tions to start with here.

One of the main issues that I know you folks have been grap-
pling with is this whole issue of deregulation of the electricity mar-
kets. There’s an article in the Energy Daily today; I'll just read the
first sentence of it and ask your comment. It says, municipal utili-
ties, State consumer advocates, and industrial energy users, Mon-
day, called on FERC to launch an investigation into, quote, “unjust
and unreasonable prices in deregulated wholesale electricity mar-
kets, complaining that the agency has failed to adequately protect
consumers due to a blind ideological attachment to competition.”

Can you give us any thoughts you've got on that kind of a
charge?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I'm familiar with the charge of that group.
I've met with many of those groups, including the APPA, American
Public Power Association, ELCON, and a number of the consumer
advocates, including the NASUCA, which is the consumer advocate
organization. I believe they do have some legitimate concerns with
respect to wholesale markets, but two things I'd point out.

No. 1, they need to look at the facts. The facts with respect to
wholesale markets in this country is—from 2005 to 2006, rates
have gone down in every single organized wholesale market
where’s an RTO and ISO.

No. 2, to the extent that they wish to provide for improvements
to those markets, we need specific suggestions. When I looked at
that petition that was filed yesterday, there were about 30 different
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individual organizations on that petition. Of those organizations,
there was only one that has offered to FERC a concrete suggestion
of how to improve the organized wholesale markets. That was the
Forest Paper and Products Association. In fact, they had a very in-
teresting suggestion that they submitted in an ANOPR that FERC
has issued regarding the wholesale markets; and so, we’re inves-
tigating this right now. I think we do need to investigate it. What
we do need is concrete solutions from groups, rather than petitions.

The CHAIRMAN. Sort of another aspect of that is the question of
whether or not the incentives that we have in place for RTOs are
aligned with the interests of consumers to result or produce the
lowest possible rates consistent with reliable service. Do you be-
lieve that those incentives are properly aligned?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I certainly think we can make improvements.
To the extent that we have incentives for individuals to stay in
RTOs, I think that’s appropriate, because I think we have seen
data that shows that RTOs, in fact, are saving consumers money;
not simply from the area of markets that are being created and
those markets providing for more competition, but another area
that a lot of people forget about with respect to RTOs is economic
dispatch. Those RTOs are dispatching generators over a large foot-
print; and, by doing so, they, in fact, can choose the generators that
will provide consumers with the lowest costs. So, I think there are
a number of reasons why RTOs are ultimately providing benefits
to consumers. I'd say we do have to, certainly, align the incentives
with those benefits to make sure that we’re not paying too much
to get the end result of the benefits that consumers are seeing. I
would agree.

The CHAIRMAN. All right.

Senator Craig.

Senator CRAIG. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.

Jon, again, it’s good to have you before us.

I appreciate—well, let me put it this way, I have watched you
closely, and, while I may disagree with some of your thoughts, I ap-
preciate your sincerity, I appreciate your commitment to the con-
sumer, and one of the things that I feel I've gained here is a reality
that we do not empower our consumers as much as we should. I
think some of what you’re doing, and your advocacy, is helping that
a great deal, and I believe in that. I think it’s tremendously impor-
tant.

When you ask a consumer to conserve, you ought to provide them
with the knowledge and the tools to do that. Price and conservation
can go hand in hand when, in fact, that consumer knows how to
do it and how to shift his or her lifestyles, or adjust accordingly.
Clearly there ought to be all the incentives out there to do so. I
think you are an advocate of that, and I appreciate that.

Let me ask this question. It is in relation to some of your
thoughts and public statements over the past while.

Commissioner, can you please give us your thoughts on a na-
tional renewable portfolio standard, an RPS? What role, if any,
should FERC play in the oversight an RPS, should a Congress pass
one?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you, Senator Craig.
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I actually was very involved in the first RPS in the State of Ne-
vada. I actually wrote that legislation—or, actually, amendments to
that legislation, that expanded considerably—and was involved in
about six or seven other States that were developing RPSs, includ-
ing Arizona and Colorado and California. At one time, I didn’t be-
lieve it would be appropriate to have a national RPS, in the sense
that I was concerned that there might be some Federal preemption,
and some States actually had levels of targets that were above
what the Federal levels were being proposed. But, ultimately, I be-
lieve that we do need it—a Federal RPS—simply for the require-
ment that we have to be able to trade credits across State bound-
aries, and we have to be able to do that if we’re going to achieve
the kind of greenhouse gas reductions that we really need in this
country and in the world. I think a Federal RPS would facilitate
that.

I think, with respect to your question as to who should admin-
ister it, I do believe that FERC should be the administrating agen-
cy. We are a regulatory agency, we have experience with the utili-
ties, we have experience with this type of administration, and you
can see what we've done in the reliability area. I think we've car-
ried out the provisions of the 2005 EPAct, under the direction of
Congress, very well. I think we could do the same thing with re-
spect to an RPS.

Senator CRAIG. As you know, Jon, one of the difficulties we have,
here on the Hill, of fashioning a national RPS, is to try to not pick
winners and losers, but, obviously, to have something that might
fit all. Senator Domenici and I, in the last energy debate, in rela-
tion to our colleague, the chairman, here, got into an interesting
discussion as it relates to RPS and what is new and what fits,
versus what’s old and may not fit as well. We were very sincere
when we offered what we called a CPS, or a clean portfolio stand-
ard, believing that that is a much more modern way at looking at
markets and driving markets, and a much more uniform way, by
including new nuclear, new hydro, if any, new clean technologies,
clean coal, all of those things that would drive a market toward a
cleanliness, if you will, at the same time being much more accept-
able, nationwide, as a standard. Do you have any thoughts on that
concept?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I do have concerns about including clean coal
and nuclear into a Federal RPS, primarily because those two tech-
nologies are fundamentally different than the other renewables
that we've talked about, and theyre different in two areas. No. 1,
they’re different because they’re usually very large-scale systems,
1,000 megawatts or more, unlike renewables that are usually very
small-scale, relatively small-scale. No. 2, they’re not location-de-
pendent, as renewables are very location-dependent; you can, in es-
sence, site these plants anywhere. So, I really see them as very
sepgrate, and I'm not—I personally would not include them in an
RPS.

Senator CRAIG. OK. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Senator Wyden.

Senator WYDEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Mr. Wellinghoff, I've always seen you as a decent fellow and
somebody trying to be responsive, but, I've got to tell you, in the
area that affects Oregon and Washington, with liquified natural
gas and related, you know, pipeline issues, that’s just not going to
be enough for me right now. It is absolutely bedlam out there.
There are all kinds of projects, at least five interrelated projects,
proposing the production of far more gas than our region can pos-
sibly use. Our citizens are running around to scores of meetings
now, trying to deal with scoping and comment meetings and infor-
mation. They say they can’t get good information. In the case of
one project on the Oregon coast, Bradwood Landing, two of the
Federal agencies, FERC and the Corps of Engineers, have different
descriptions out with respect to the same project. That’s just unac-
ceptable, you know, to me. I think that the agency has got to get
away from this sort of blinders-on approach that just basically
says, “Well, we’ll permit all these things. We’ll go ahead with all
of ’em. You know, we’re not really interested in the environmental
impact, we’re not really interested what makes the most sense for
energy production. All you people can just put your lives on hold
out there on the Oregon coast and Washington.” That’s not accept-
able to me.

So, what I want to see is a change in the agency’s policy in this
area so that the agency looks at these projects comprehensively,
looks at the projects in aggregate, and makes some key judgments
as to which project best serves the market.

So, my question to you is, having stipulated, already, I think
you're a fine fellow, What are you going to do to shake this up and
come up with a workable policy, now, when we’ve got bedlam, cer-
tainly in Oregon and Washington, with all these projects that our
citizens can’t even begin to track down the information on, given
that the agencies are putting out two different accounts, in many
respects?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Senator Wyden, I do understand that there is
a huge impact from all these projects that are seemingly simulta-
neously descending on Oregon. It is an issue that I'm concerned
about, extremely concerned about. You've submitted 12 questions
to me, prior to this hearing, and I've tried to answer those as best
I could. I think the best answer that I provided in those questions,
hopefully, is that I'm committed to take our director of energy
projects, Mark Robinson, and myself out to Oregon in January to
talk to State officials, to look, on a generic basis, how we can deal
with these issues in a way that we can make the process more
transparent for the citizens in Oregon, and we can ease the process
in a way that will hopefully allow for input, but do it in a way that
does not overburden the

Senator WYDEN. I appreciate that, but will you be the point per-
son at FERC to change the policy here and get a policy that says,
when you’ve got projects intended to serve the same market, the
agency is going to look at them comprehensively to determine what
best serves the market? That’s the policy change I want to see, and
I want to see—given the fact that you’re the one up today, I want
to see somebody say, “I'll be the point person to get a new policy
to look at what’s best for the area.”
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Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I certainly would look at that policy, Senator,
but I will tell you that 'm very hesitant to propose to my fellow
commissioners a policy where FERC is picking people and markets.
Let me——

Senator WYDEN. I don’t——

Mr. WELLINGHOFF [continuing]. Let me give you an example be-
cause Oregon’s not the only place that’s impacted. Let’s talk about
my State of Nevada. In my State of Nevada, we've got three coal
plants—three huge coal plants being proposed that, from a base-
load standpoint, could never be absorbed by the State of Nevada.
One in Ely, that’s being proposed by Nevada Power; another one
outside of Ely that’s being proposed by L.S. Energy; a third one
that’s being proposed in southern Nevada by Sythe, at Toquop. The
BLM is doing the EIS on all those, they’re not looking at them in
a comprehensive manner in any way, fashion, or at all, they’re, in
fact, doing them individually and serially, I think, as FERC is
doing the projects in Oregon.

I really wouldn’t want the BLM picking for Nevada which coal
plant should go forward. I don’t think that would be an appropriate
thing to do. I have some concerns about FERC picking whether we
should be doing Bradwood or the Oregon project or the Jordan Coal
Project as the appropriate project for Oregon. I think the markets
will ultimately pick, and, I think, if we do them serially, but con-
sider, however, the multiple impacts—and I certainly will do that—
there’s no reason why we shouldn’t consider the multiple impacts
of projects, knowing that they are being proposed. That has to be
considered, and that—how that impact will impact the citizens of
Oregon, we should do that. I will

Senator WYDEN. My time

Mr. WELLINGHOFF [continuing]. Commit to that.

Senator WYDEN. My time is up, but that’s what I'm looking for,
not picking winners and losers, but looking at this comprehen-
sively. That isn’t being done. Seems to me you’ve made at least aN
open door to a fresh approach there, and I think that’s construc-
tive. But looking at them, collectively, comprehensively, determine
all the impacts—which isn’t being done today—that’s what I'm
looking for, and I appreciate it.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

Senator Murkowski.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Commissioner, appreciate your good work. I want to ask a couple
of questions this morning about natural gas; specifically, Alaska’s
natural gas and how we can get that to the American market. As
you know, we have been working up in the State. Governor had a
new proposal, applications have been submitted. There have been
a handful that have come in, as well as a proposal that’s outside
of the regular process that the Governor is now considering.

I guess the question to you this morning is, From the FERC’s
perspective, how do you view this process working, and is it on
track to the level that we would like, in order to be able to provide
this country the volume of gas that we have available in Alaska?
We'’ve just got to figure out how we get from there to here. So, just
a few comments on that, if you would.
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Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes. Thank you, Senator.

I believe that the resource of the natural gas in Alaska is essen-
tial to this country’s economic viability. I believe that FERC, as I
understand it, stands ready, at the point that projects ultimately
are selected by the State, to move forward in a rapid fashion with
respect to the EIS overview and other aspects of project planning,
to ultimately license and site those projects.

So, my understanding is that our Office of Energy Projects is pre-
pared, and stands ready, to move forward expeditiously.

Senator MURKOWSKI. We appreciate that commitment and hope
that we’ll be working with you quickly in this manner.

Let me ask you a little bit about LNG terminal approvals. How
many do we have in place? What’s the status of them? Just from
a bigger-picture perspective, what do you view as, then, the future
for imported LNG in this country? Is this an area where, in your
perspective, we continue to rely more and more on these imports,
and that’s the direction that we go, in terms of a policy, as it re-
lates to natural gas consumption in this country?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I think LNG terminals are an essential part
of the supply for natural gas. You can see, from the questions from
Senator Wyden, we have a number of them proposed in Oregon,
and there are a number of them proposed on the East Coast, as
well, and in the Southeast, where the terminals have predomi-
nated, in the Southeast, and a couple in the Northeast. But I think
we're going to see more terminals be necessary closer to load cen-
ters on the West Coast and on the East Coast, as well, and I would
say that it’s one of the part of the mix of supply of natural gas,
that we're going to keep natural gas competitive in this country.

Senator MURKOWSKI. In terms of when those LNG receiving ter-
minals will be online—I know that you’ve got applications in the
works, but give me a 5-year picture of what it looks like, in terms
of new LNG receiving terminals, in your opinion. Or maybe there’s
nothing in 5 years. Is it 10 years?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. TI'll tell you, I—if I could, I'd like to get back
to you——

Senator MURKOWSKI. OK

Mr. WELLINGHOFF [continuing]. In writing on that.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I think I could probably give you a much
more detailed and answer, and give you an answer——

Senator MURKOWSKI. What I'm trying to understand is just what
we have in the pipeline and what’s realistic within a given time-
frame.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. We have quite a few in the pipeline. I
couldn’t give you an exact number, but I think we have at least 10
to 12 in the pipeline right now. I think it’s realistic to see at least
five of those over the next 5 years. But, again, I would like to re-
serve the right to get back to you and give you some detail

Senator MURKOWSKI. We’d appreciate that.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF [continuing]. For our project

Senator MURKOWSKI. From the Alaskan perspective, of course,
there’s a concern that the longer our project, up north, is delayed,
you’ve got to have commitments to make things happen around the
Lower 48 to meet that demand. Once a commitment has been made
and you’ve got your LNG receiving terminals in place and your con-
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tracts with your countries overseas to provide that gas, all of a sud-
den the domestic natural gas is not a part of the picture. We don’t
want to be pushed out of that picture.

So, I'd like to understand, kind of, how the timeline moves for,
and if you can provide that, we’d appreciate it.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I'll do that.

[The information follows:]

STATUS OF LNG PROJECTS

The U.S. has five operating liquefied natural gas (LNG) import terminals that are
able to regasify up to 5.8 billion cubic feet (Bcf) per day. These terminals are located
in Everett, MA; Cove Point, MD; Elba Island, GA; Lake Charles, LA; and offshore
Louisiana.

The Commission has approved 14 new LNG terminals and expansion of five LNG
terminals. Of this total, four terminals and two expansions are under construction
as show in the table below.

Project Name Order Date [niroposed (Bz’fogg;‘gg "
Freeport LNG (TX) 06/18/04 Mar-08 1.5
Sabine Pass LNG (LA) 12/15/04 Apr-08 2.6
Sabine Pass Phase II (LA) 06/15/06 Apr-09 14
Golden Pass LNG (TX) 06/30/05 Apr-09 2.0
Cameron LNG (LA) 09/11/03 Sept-Nov 2008 1.8
Cove Point Expansion (MD) 06/15/06 Nov-08 0.8

Based on the above schedule of projects, the U.S. can expect to have an additional
10.1 Bef per day of LNG regasification capacity by early 2009. In addition, a deep-
water port LNG terminal—the Northeast Gateway, offshore Boston, MA—is sched-
uled to go into service this month with the ability to regasify up to 0.8 Bcf per day.

Eight new projects and three expansions totaling 21 Bef per day of new regasifi-
cation capacity have been approved by the Commission, but currently are not under
construction. These projects are shown in the following table.

Project Name Order Date | 1 SorBoaDate | (Bef por day)
Corpus Christi LNG (TX) 04/13/05 2009 2.6
Vista del Sol LNG (TX) 06/20/05 2009 1.1
Weavers Cove LNG (MA) 08/15/05 2010 0.8
Ingleside Energy (TX) 07/21/05 2010 1.0
Port Arthur LNG (TX) 06/15/06 2010 3.0
Crown Landing LNG (NJ) 06/15/06 2008 1.2
Creole Trail LNG (LA) 06/15/06 2009 3.3
Casotte Landing (MS) 02/16/07 2010 1.3
Clean Energy LNG (MS) 02/16/07 2009 1.5
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Project Name Order Date | 1, S0P e | (et per day)
Calhoun LNG (TX) 09/20/07 2009 1.0
Freeport Expansion (TX) 09/26/06 2009 2.5
Cameron Expansion (LA) 01/18/07 2010 0.8
Elba Island Expansion (GA) 09/20/07 2010 0.9

Eight proposals to construct liquefied natural gas terminals are pending at the
Commission. Seven of those proposals have filed formal applications for siting; one
proposal—Oregon LNG—is in the Commission’s mandatory pre-filing process that
precedes the filing of a formal application. The regasification capacity associated
with these projects totals 9.2 Bef per day.

Project Name Location (Bt s
Broadwater LNG (NY) Long Island Sound, NY 1.0
Long Beach LNG (CA) Long Beach, CA 0.7
Northern Star LNG (OR) Bradwood, OR 1.0
Quoddy Bay (ME) Pleasant Point, ME 2.0
Downeast LNG (ME) Robbinston, ME 0.5
Sparrows Point (MD) Baltimore, MD 1.5
Jordan Cove (OR) Coos Bay, OR 1.0
Oregon LNG (OR) Astoria, OR 1.5

The combination of the existing capacity, the capacity of the offshore terminal
that will begin service shortly, and the capacity of the projects that are under con-
struction has the potential for 16.7 Bef per day of regasification capacity. This
amount, plus the potential capacity from those projects that have not yet com-
menced construction and those projects that are under analysis at the Commission
add up to an additional 30 Bef per day of capacity. We believe that the market will
decide that not all of this capacity is needed due to financing requirements and the
availability of LNG supplies, among other things.

However, if the market perceives that natural gas from Alaska will not be forth-
coming in a timely manner, those LNG projects that may have seemed marginal
may look more attractive, especially those projects with an in-service date in the
next several years. Alaska offers a reliable continental source of natural gas for the
Lower 48 States that will help the U.S. economy to grow and thrive, and also con-
tribute to the economic well being of the State of Alaska.

The average post-approval siting time is variable. Approval of an application for
the siting of a LNG terminal by the Commission does not allow the applicant to
commence construction the following day. All approvals have conditions attached to
mitigate the environmental impact of a project, as well as conditions regarding safe-
ty and security of the facility. Certain conditions must be satisfied prior to the com-
mencement of construction. If those conditions are met, then the Director of the
Commission’s Office of Energy Projects will issue a letter allowing construction to
commence. Further, project sponsors may not opt to commence construction even
when they receive approval, due primarily to non-environmental reasons (e.g., fi-
nancing decisions, execution of contracts, procurement of materials and labor).
Therefore, it is difficult to predict the post-approval siting time between Commission
approval and the actual commencement of construction.

As a general rule, when construction does commence, it can take approximately
three years for an LNG terminal to go into service. The critical path is the construc-
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tion of the storage tanks for the LNG. All of the other facilities at a LNG terminal
can be constructed within this timeframe.

Senator MURKOWSKI. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you.

Senator Menendez.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Commissioner, we want to acknowledge your exemplary service
on the Commission, particularly your interest in energy efficiency
and distributed generation, as well as plug-in hybrids. I think that
those are all things to be commended. I only wish more of your col-
leagues would take some of your leads on these things.

I do have, however, a specific set of questions that I want to raise
with you about New Jersey. Some of them have broader policy con-
text than New Jersey, but—and it’s about these extension cords
that take place.

We have a situation where we have the so-called extension cords
being built to transport electricity from New Jersey to New York.
There’s one called the Neptune cable, that has saved Long Island
customers millions of dollars, but has cost New Jersey customers
much more. To accommodate this export, the Neptune cable paid
only about 5 million of the 30 million necessary to accommodate
the problem, and has cost New Jersey customers hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in capacity payments.

Not surprisingly, more cables are planned. In one of these pro-
posals, the Cross Hudson Corporation proposes taking what we call
the Bergen II Power Plant, one of New Jersey’s most efficient nat-
ural-gas plants, and unplugging it from the PJM grid. All of its
electricity would go under the river to Manhattan. In effect, Bergen
II would be transported to New York to serve New York, but cur-
rent regulations and laws do not require New York or the corpora-
tions involved in the deal to compensate New Jersey for the loss
of capacity or this loss of electricity.

So, my question is, Does the FERC—or is the FERC looking at
this whole issue? I mean, New Jersey is specific, but I'm sure it’s
not unique. If everybody can go sell for higher prices and drain ca-
pacity from one State, is the FERC looking—particularly contem-
plating any changes to rules governing capacity export charges to
reflect changed circumstances, such as happened—some of these
that I've described to you? Particularly, do you know if the FERC
has any action—taking any action to address the impact that these
extension-cord projects are having on New Jersey’s already high
electricity prices? How are we going to get customers compensated
for the loss of capacity—electricity and capacity from these
projects? This is an ever growing issue in my State. I assume that
other States that will find itself in this set of circumstances will
begin to raise these issues, and I'd certainly like to get your think-
ing on this.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Certainly, Senator, to the extent that New
Jersey can create capacity, it should be compensated. I absolutely
believe that. I know that New Jersey has been one of the leaders
in, for example, photovoltaics and also later and distributed gen-
eration. To the extent that those resources are creating capacity in
lines, I think there needs to be ways that we, in fact, can com-
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pensate people in New Jersey who are creating that capacity. I
think that’s something—and something I'm certainly absolutely
looking into. To the extent that any area is creating capacity on
lines through the demand side or through distributed generation or
other means, I think they, ultimately, need to be compensated for
it, as a generator would be compensated for creating capacity.

Senator MENENDEZ. Let me ask you this. I appreciate hearing
that; the problem is that that’s not happening, largely speaking;
certainly not happening in the context of any just compensation. Do
you think there are any laws or regulations necessary to ensure
that the entire power plants are not diverted to another wholesale
electricity market without compensation? Do you think you all
have the wherewithal to take care of such challenges today, or do
you need to have authorities you don’t have today in order to do
this?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Again, I would provide you an answer in
writing on this, specifically, because I don’t want to misspeak.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. However, I don’t believe that, from the stand-
point of a generator, that FERC has the ability to dictate how that
generator sells its capacity, as far as where it sells it. If it can, in
fact, market it—skip where it’s at, to the next line jurisdiction—
I believe that a generator has, ultimately, that right. To restrict it
to a certain area, I don’t believe is in our authority, but I definitely
would get back to you on that.

Senator MENENDEZ. We'd like to see how some type of just com-
pensation takes place, because, if not, we’re going to have a major
problem. Ratepayers are just going to go off the wall.

Last, you know, we need a market monitor——

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Could I add to that, my last answer, just one
thing, if I could? Excuse me, but—to the extent that these plants
in New Jersey have been paid for by New Jersey ratepayers, I
would think the appropriate jurisdiction to determine payments of
that capacity would be the State Public Utility Commission, rather
than FERC.

Senator MENENDEZ. Last—well, we will continue to follow up
with you—Ilastly, on—you know, we had a whole issue with PJM
and the market monitor saying he was being interfered with. It’s,
you know, imperative that we have a strong, independent market
monitor that consumers can have confidence in that they’re not
being cheated by manipulation and/or monopolies, and we hope
that you, as a commissioner, along with your fellow commissioners,
are going to ensure that we do everything that’s necessary to
strengthen the hands of these market monitors to be truly inde-
pendent. I have a real concern about this issue. When you look at
all this other issues that we’ve just talked about, in terms of elec-
tricity costs, we hear from ratepayers all of the time. So

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I would commit to you on that—on the mar-
ket monitor—absolutely, Senator.

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Tester.

Senator TESTER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I want to thank Jon Wellinghoff. Thank you for being here today.
Thank you for being willing to serve. This is the first time I've had
an opportunity to meet you, and I am very impressed with your
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knowledge of the area. I'm doubly impressed with the fact that
you're one of the few of us that know how to spell your first name
correctly.

[Laughter.]

Senator TESTER. So, thank you.

As you know, Montana deregulated their utilities in 1997. Maybe
you don’t know that, but they did. Our old regulated company sold
off their assets, all of ’em. To be honest—it’s a bit of an understate-
ment—but deregulation has not been smooth in Montana. Prices
have gone from some of the lowest in the region to some of the
highest. They have more than doubled in the last 5 years, and are
anticipated to continue to rise.

Do you believe that competition in the electricity market is work-
ing the way it ought to?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I believe it is working; it’s not working as
well as I'd like to see it working, but I think it can work. I think
that consumers can benefit and be provided with more choices and
more opportunities. The part about it that I like most is, I think
it has the opportunity to bring in the demand side that we don’t
have now fully integrated into the markets. The demand side, I
mean, really consumers participate in the market by reducing their
demand at times that they—that’s appropriate for them, but, ulti-
mately, that—where they can ultimately make money. Things like
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles that we’re going to see coming to
the markets will really benefit from a competitive market. I think
we’ll see real benefit. So, I think the benefits are really there.
We’re moving much slower than a lot of people, I think, would like
to see. I know there are areas of the country, like Montana and
others, that have been impacted, that have been impacted severely,
and that concerns me—does concern me.

Senator TESTER. What can FERC do to encourage competition in
rural areas like Montana?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. One thing we can do is, I think, better inte-
grate in renewable systems. I think, the more renewable systems—
and I know you’ve got a lot of wind in Montana—the more renew-
able systems that we can integrate into the grid, you’re going to see
that helping competition tremendously. So, we’ve worked on that in
a number of orders that I mentioned, that I have detailed in my
statement that I submitted to the commission—to the committee.
I think that’s one significant area where, in fact, we can improve
competition by getting a more diverse supply.

Senator TESTER. I don’t want to get into the rate case, but, as
you well know, there was a case brought to FERC about a lack of
competition in the marketplace. One of the problems we have goes
to what Senator Menendez was talking about, in that, we can’t get
juice out, we produce more than what we utilize now, in the State
of Montana. So, the question falls, in relation to the lines. There’s
a lot or proposals for additional lines going out of Montana, there’s
a lot of proposals for renewable, and, for the most part, I think that
renewables have some real advantages. I want to see this kind of
stuff happen, as long as it’s done smartly. But, what can we do to
protect our consumers, and not end up with high rates? Our rates
are high enough, I don’t want to end up with California rates.
What can we do, what can you do, to protect the consumers in a
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State where we pay transportation, going both ways, in most every
area, and would like not to have to do that in electricity?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I think the biggest ways to protect consumers
is to enable consumers to, again, participate in the markets. If you
can enable consumers to, ultimately, use what they can on the de-
mand side to ensure that their costs are managed, which con-
sumers can do—in fact, there was a great experiment by Pacific
Northwest Labs up in Washington—did an experiment, ultimately,
with consumer appliances and how those consumer appliances
could be utilized to, in fact, provide grid services. Consumers got
paid for that, ultimately. So, to the extent that FERC and the
States can work together to enable consumers to participate in
these markets, with demand-side distributed generation, energy ef-
ficiency, demand response, those are ways that consumers can help
protect themselves. We can enable them, and they then can protect
themselves.

Senator TESTER. So, you anticipate it happening, from a usage
standpoint, a conservation standpoint, and, when they use the elec-
tricity, more than just cents per kilowatt.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I think that’s going to be the best way for
consumers to control bills—total bills.

Senator TESTER. OK.

Can you tell me what FERC is doing now to encourage renew-
ables in the marketplace? Let me preface this a little bit. When we
had the first energy-bill debate, and we talked about a renewable
portfolio standard. Many of the people who were opposed to a re-
newable portfolio standard just talked about wind as being the only
renewable out there, but I see it as being much more than that,
whether it’s geothermal or biomass-powered, or whatever. What
has FERC done to—and what can they do—to help promote renew-
ables, so that it’s not just seen as one entity supplying it?

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. We're doing a number of things. One, we just
had a workshop on interconnection to the grid. In the organized
markets, in the ISOs and RTOs alone—there’s over 300 gigawatts
of new development that is actually applied for an application to
interconnect to the grid. Of that 300 gigawatts, 45 percent is wind,
and they’re having great difficulty getting the studies done to make
these interconnects and to ultimately develop the projects. So, we
had a workshop at FERC to try to figure out how to break that log-
jam, so ultimately, we can get more of these projects connected.
That was one thing we did.

Commissioner Moeller and I had a workshop in Oregon that
dealt with a new evolving renewable area, and that’s hydrokinetics,
which is wave power and also ocean current and in-river systems,
that seemed to be very promising. FERC, in fact, has come up with
a pilot-license project—pilot-license process, where, in fact, we can
license small projects to demonstrate them, to determine if they
can be interconnected, if they’re environmentally benign, and if, in
fact, they are in the public interest. That process seems to be work-
ing well. We’re moving forward with that process, as well.

We’ve done a number of things, in changing our open-access tar-
iff provisions that allow for such things as conditional firm, where
wind can actually hook onto the grid and not have to have the abil-
ity to have capacity in that grid every hour of the year, but just
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for the hours that they may need it over time on a conditional-firm
basis. So, we're doing a number of things that I think are moving
forward with fully integrating renewables into the grid and ensur-
ing that we have more diverse supply in this country.

Senator TESTER. Finally, if I might, Mr. Chairman, I just want
to thank you and thank the Commission for the relicensing of Mys-
tic Lake. It’s something in Montana that has been a bit contentious
and, I think, just this last Monday, you did that.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Yes, we did.

Senator TESTER. I want to thank you for that.

The last thing is that being a farmer, a small-businessman, and
a consumer of electricity in a State that’s on the northern latitudes,
energy cost is becoming a big thing, not just electricity, but trans-
portation fuels, too. 'm sure we’re not alone with that problem. I
don’t know how often you get out—you talked about going to Or-
egon soon. If you get the opportunity, maybe stop off on your way
out there; it’s not really on the way, but it’s kinda. It would be
great to have you come out and visit Montana. Maybe you've al-
ready done this; if you have, I apologize—but it would be great to
have you come out and visit with some of the public-service com-
missioners onsite to let them show you what’s going on. Because
for a State like Montana that’s had such a great company as Mon-
tana Power for so many years, to have them sell off all their assets
and have this whole thing up in the air for electricity rates is really
sad to see. To be honest with you, and it’s really inhibited our eco-
nomic development in the State—in rural areas, in particular—
even though the co-ops have done a fine job in protecting their cus-
tomers, everybody knows that’s not going to last forever.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. I'll do that, Senator.

Senator TESTER. Thank you.

Mr. WELLINGHOFF. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.

We'll allow members to file any additional questions with the
committee, up until 5 o’clock this afternoon, if they have additional
questions for the nominee.

The CHAIRMAN. Again, thank you for being here.

That will adjourn our hearing.

[Whereupon, at 11:28 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.]
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION,
Washington, DC, December 19, 2007.

Hon. JEFF BINGAMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, United States Senate, Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BINGAMAN: Thank you for conducting a hearing yesterday for my
nomination to another term on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and
thank you for reporting my nomination to the full Senate for consideration.

Following the hearing you forwarded additional written questions from members
of the Energy and Natural Resources Committee and asked that the answers be pro-
vided by the time you were to begin a business meeting to consider my nomination.
That deadline was to be 11:30 AM today.

Attached you will find my responses to all of the written questions posed by mem-
bers of the Committee. In addition, I am responding in writing to Senator Murkow-
ski’s general question posed during the hearing about Liquefied Natural Gas ter-
minal proposals currently pending before the Commission.

Sincerely,
JON WELLINGHOFF,
Commyissioner.

[Attachment.]

RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS FROM SENATOR BINGAMAN

Question 1. Over the last two years, as the Commission has implemented the En-
ergy Policy Act transmission pricing provisions I have been concerned that the Com-
mission might be awarding incentive rates for behavior that would have been under-
taken by utilities in any event, and that petitioners before the Commission might
view incentive rates as an entitlement and not as an inducement to increase bene-
ficial investment. How can the Commission make clearer to builders of transmission
that the term “incentive rates” does not always and only mean increased rates of
return for all transmission?

Answer. I believe that in providing an incentive return on equity (ROE) adder for
transmission construction, the Commission should focus on encouraging investment
decisions beyond the upgrades simply required to meet a utility’s service obligations
or the minimum standard for good utility practice. Incentive ROE adders should be
more narrowly targeted to transmission investments that provide incremental bene-
fits, such as those resulting from the deployment of best available technologies that
increase efficiency, enhance grid operations, and result in greater grid flexibility. In
this regard, I have linked each of my decisions on incentive ROE adders for new
transmission construction to a demonstration by the developer that it has consid-
ered and, to the extent practicable, incorporated into its project some of the ad-
vanced transmission technologies specified by Congress in section 1223 of EPAct
2005. I have also considered incremental benefits associated with new transmission
construction that is needed to accelerate the integration of renewable energy re-
sources into our nation’s energy portfolio. I believe that this approach is engen-
dering positive responses from transmission developers to now consider and incor-
porate such technologies into their projects.

In several cases, including incentive proposals submitted by American Electric
Power Service Corporation and Southern California Edison Company, applying
these criteria led 