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The only hope that we have in chang-

ing this country, in my humble opin-
ion, is to pass some form of term lim-
its. I ran on four issues. I am the first
Republican to be elected in 120 years in
my district. I ran not so much on Re-
publican-Democrat differences, and
they are great, and I am very proud to
be a Republican, but I ran on the idea
of let us change Congress for the good
of our country.

Let us have a balanced budget
amendment and make sure both par-
ties, regardless of who is in control,
spend within their limits. Let us give
the President of the United States, re-
gardless of party, the line-item veto so
he or she can strike from our budget
pork barrel projects to get us reelected,
which both parties can succumb to.

Let us make every law in the land
apply to every Member of Congress, so
we will understand what it is like to
live in America, not just in Washing-
ton, DC, in a protected class.

The fourth institutional reform I ran
on was term limits. After being up here
100 days, that is the cornerstone of re-
form. We need to have people come to
this body with a different motivation,
with a different mind-set. People
should come here wanting to make the
world where they came from better,
not the world in Washington better for
themselves. The game should not be
‘‘How can I become a committee chair-
man or subcommittee chairman?’’ The
game should be ‘‘How can I make my
community better, how can I make my
Nation better, and go home?’’

There are so many people in America
who have been denied the opportunity
to serve in this body because when you
are an incumbent, the money is great.
I agree with the gentleman about lob-
bying reform and finance reform. I
came from a State, South Carolina,
where 18 people went to jail, who
served in the General Assembly, for
taking bribes. We have the strongest
ethics law in the country. You can op-
erate government and have reform, lob-
bying reform, campaign finance re-
form. I am for that.

However, the gentleman who just
spoke misses the point for the needs of
term limits. It works hand-in-hand.
Money is a problem, but motivation is
the real problem. People come up here
and get trapped in the world which
they become a part of, Washington, DC.
It is unlike any world I have ever been
in in my life. People spend money up
here like you are not going to make it
anymore. It is the most detached place
I have ever been. It is so different from
the world that I know.

The only way you are going to
change our country, in my opinion, is
to make sure that people come up here
for a limited period of time and that
they are working on improving the
world from which they came.

Term limits, unfortunately, in many
ways, is the only vehicle I know to
bring that about. I am optimistic in
1996 that the votes of the American
public will reflect the votes tonight,
and that there will be a correlation be-

tween the people who defied the will of
the American people in this body and
those who get reelected on both sides
of the aisle.

f

THE VOTE ON TERM LIMITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. FOX] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I want to also join with my
colleague, the gentleman from South
Carolina, LINDSEY GRAHAM, who I
think spoke eloquently about the fact
that the fight is not over. We may have
fallen short tonight by not having 290
votes, but we had 208 votes, which as
compared to years ago when they had
107 votes, we are much closer to our
goal.

The Contract With America pledged
to the American people that the House
Republicans would bring this to a floor
vote, and we are pledged to getting a
successful 290 votes. This is going to
happen one day.

Remember what brought us to this
point. Forty years of Democratic rule
in the House has created an institution
less accountable by the American peo-
ple. The longer Members have served in
Congress, the more removed they be-
come to the people who elected them.
That lack of accountability in prior
Congresses forced an environment that
resulted in corruption of the House
bank and the House post office.

Those scandals, along with Congress’
inability to balance the budget and
control runaway deficit spending, have
rallied a significant majority of the
American people in support of term
limits. Term limits will end careerism
in Congress. The Founding Fathers
never envisioned the House as a House
of Lords, but rather as a citizen legisla-
ture.

Term limits provide real choices for
voters. Term limits do not restrict
voter choices. On the contrary, they
create more choices. After California,
for instance, passed its term limits in
1990 for State legislators, the number
of candidates running for office in-
creased by 40 percent.

The American people also over-
whelmingly support term limits. That
is why tonight we should have passed
it. There should have been more Demo-
cratic support for this legislation.
Eighty-three percent of the Repub-
licans supported it and only 18 percent
of the Democrats. Yet poll after poll
shows overwhelming support for term
limits, in some polls as high as 85 per-
cent of the public. There are already 22
States that have adopted term limit
laws.

Finally, I would say this, Madam
Speaker. The term limit laws are al-
ready imposed on other political of-
fices. There is legal precedent for this.
The President is limited to two terms
of offices. Thirty-five States impose
term limits on their Governors, as they
do in our State of Pennsylvania.

I would ask those listening tonight
and those in the gallery and my col-
leagues who are still here in the Cham-
ber and those in their offices, consider
when this legislation is brought back
up, if you were not part of the move-
ment to make the change, please talk
to your constituents, talk to your
friends and neighbors, and realize that
along with the kinds of reforms we are
going to have with franking and the
gift ban and with campaign reform,
this is just one more reform that the
American people want us to do, be-
cause they realize that Congress can be
accountable and can be accessible, and
with their help and God’s, we will
make the final reform of term limits.

f

AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN TERM
LIMITS: CHANGING PEOPLE’S AT-
TITUDES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota [Mr.
GUTKNECHT] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Madam Speaker,
this has been a very historic day. For
many years the Congress has wrestled
with whether or not they would have
an open vote under rules in which
amendments could be offered to the
whole issue of term limits.

I come to the Congress from the
State of Minnesota, and having served
12 years in the Minnesota legislature, I
became a late adapter to the whole no-
tion of term limits. On the front of the
House Chamber in the Minnesota
House of Representatives, there is a
sign in gold leaf. It says ‘‘Vox
Populorum est vox Dei.’’ In Latin I
guess that translates to the voice of
the people is the voice of God.

Before I was in the legislature, I was
in sales, and went to a number of sales
training programs. One of the most im-
portant words in terms of changing
human behavior is the word ‘‘atti-
tude.’’ Before you can change people’s
behavior, you have to change their at-
titude. I think one of the most impor-
tant arguments in favor of term limits
is changing the word attitude or chang-
ing people’s attitudes.

I think if people go to the Congress
or if they go to the State legislature, if
they go to the presidency, whatever
the public office may be, if they know
they are only going to serve for a lim-
ited amount of time, I think they go
into that office with a much different
attitude than if they see that as a life-
long career.

I think the American people are way
out in front of us on this. I think in the
final analysis they will prevail. In fact,
the late Senator Everett Dirksen per-
haps said it best when he said ‘‘The
more I feel the heat, the more I see the
light.’’ I think more and more Members
of Congress now are beginning to feel
the heat from the American people,
and they are beginning to see the light.
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