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country, so if we go on the floor and we
make sure we said they should get
paid, it’s going to make us look good
with the American public.’’

And so we did that. In all of this, we
failed to negotiate, we don’t have a
continuing resolution for everybody,
but we struck this little blow for veter-
ans.

And after NEWT GINGRICH went to
them and said they could have a deal
with the President to have a continu-
ing resolution, they said, ‘‘No, we don’t
want to do it. We don’t care what you
say, NEWT GINGRICH.’’ The new Mem-
bers, the freshmen, said, ‘‘No, we don’t
want a deal.’’

After not having a deal, they said the
reason they did not want to do it is be-
cause the President had not committed
to a 7-year balanced budget, nor did he
want to accept the Congressional Budg-
et Office projections and their under-
standing of how the economy would be
working over the next 7 years. That is
what they said.

Well, that has been cleared up, so you
would think they would have nego-
tiated today. But no, they have not
done that. They took a vote, led by the
Republicans on the other side of the
aisle, to just go home. Just go home.
Go home to their families, to our fami-
lies.

And, yes, most of us would like to do
that. But what about the Federal em-
ployees and the others that do not
know what is going to happen to them?
We could have passed a continuing res-
olution. They did something strange
called a recess, an adjournment that is
called a recess, and they kind of said,
‘‘and we have the opportunity to call
you back at some given point in time.’’

And so this adjournment fashioned as
a recess has taken place. But before
they left, a lot of damage was done. A
lot of damage was done because we
passed out a conference report on wel-
fare.

This conference report on welfare ba-
sically cuts about $60 billion out of
welfare and, oh, that is easy to do, be-
cause welfare has become kind of the
political football of politics. If you get
up and rant and rave against worthless
people who are getting the taxpayers’
dollars, oh, you can get some votes.
You can get some votes, and you can
have people believe that somehow you
are protecting the taxpayers.

It is easy to beat up on children. It is
easy to beat up on poor people.

‘‘They don’t have any power. They
can’t do anything. And I can get get
some votes.’’

Well, they struck a blow against the
children, $60 billion in cuts. Oh, they
took the safety net from under the
children. You should see the havoc that
was wreaked upon these children and
their families, because protective serv-
ices will be hurt.
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A lot of things will be done to chil-
dren that I do not think any of us can
be proud of. So I stand here this

evening to say, it is shameful what has
taken place over the last few days.
None of us should be proud of it. None
of us should want to go home and face
our constituents or our families be-
cause it is not honorable what we have
done here.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. NORWOOD] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

BALANCING THE BUDGET IS FOR
THE CHILDREN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the previous order of the House, the
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. KINGS-
TON] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, as I lis-
tened to the debate today and this
week, and I think many of the Mem-
bers in the House and across the coun-
try have listened to it, there is a lot of
blame going on. Some people are blam-
ing Mr. DOLE; others are blaming
Speaker GINGRICH. Some are blaming
the freshman class. Others are blaming
the President. Others are blaming—and
I understand the President actually got
mad at the moderates tonight—and
then there is a Democrat coalition that
is getting some of the blame. And so
there seems to be plenty of blame and
plenty of theories as to who is the
problem here. But whatever the excuse
is, whatever group you blame it on, the
fact is we still have not resolved this
budget impasse.

There is an old World War II saying
of the veterans that said that the dif-
ficult we do immediately; the impos-
sible takes a little bit longer. And it
would appear that it is impossible right
now in 1995 America for us to settle
this budget quickly or easily. But I am
confident, Mr. Speaker, that we will be
able to resolve it. I say that because of
a great confidence and belief in the
American people, in the American sys-
tem. Sure, we are having a very dif-
ficult debate. It is extremely hard.
Democrats are coming, every day they
are saying the Republicans hate chil-
dren, the Republicans hate the elderly,
it is the book deal, it is one thing or
the other.

I know on their side that the Repub-
licans are accusing Democrats of want-
ing to spend all the money in the world
and yet, when you look at it, Demo-
crats have something to say in this ar-
gument. When you look at it, the Re-
publicans have something to say.

I think what the American people
really want is a balanced budget and
we are the folks who have been elected
to do the job. I believe that we can get
together and resolve this. Dwight D.
Eisenhower said, I am paraphrasing,
that once the American people have
made up their mind to do something,
there is little that can be done to stop

it from happening. I think the Amer-
ican people have made up their mind
about the balanced budget and I believe
in that context this debate is, I say,
fortunately beyond Washington. We
will get a balanced budget.

What is it that we are fighting
about? The Republican plan, for all the
cries about the deep cuts, the Repub-
lican plan does not even freeze spend-
ing. It increases it $3 trillion over the
next 7 years. The President wants to
increase it $4 trillion over the next 7
years.

As I talk one to one to my Democrat
friends and Republican friends, we are
all confident that we could resolve it.
People from urban areas, people from
rural areas, people from the West
Coast, East Coast, it does not matter,
we believe on an individual basis we
can resolve it.

I am seeing a little bit more move-
ment this last week in that direction,
informal talks, nothing big, nothing
that has picked up in the media, noth-
ing that some of the leadership has
even recognized. Yet there is a lot
more talking going on than the media
would have the American people be-
lieve.

So I say with a great optimism, yes,
it is too bad we are going to be going
home and folks are still out of work
and so forth. I think it is important for
us to all realize, these are real people,
real paychecks, real jobs. They want to
be working. They want to know that
the security of that paycheck coming
in twice a month is going to be there.
At the same time, though, I am con-
fident that we are going to get this
thing resolved because, and to quote
another great leader, Ronald Reagan,
we are Americans. We will do the right
thing. We will get this thing done,
Democrats and Republicans alike.

People are using the children as their
shield a lot around here. We are doing
this for the kids. What if kids could
vote? What if the American children,
what if that average 10-year old out
there could suddenly vote and, realiz-
ing the issues as the rest of us do, and
that 10-year old, like my son John,
would look up and say, wait a minute,
Dad, you mean to tell me that all that
spending that you are doing today, all
that money that you act like it is
yours when it is not, you mean to tell
me that you are borrowing money that
I am going to have to be paying back
and my friends are going to be paying
back. Dad, I think you all better so
some serious cutting or do some seri-
ous spending reductions or do whatever
it takes so that my generation is not
strapped hopelessly with this $5 trillion
debt that you are bumping against
right now.

I would say, we bring kids in the ar-
gument, what would happen, Mr.
Speaker, if children were allowed to
vote? I think this whole formula would
change and I can promise you, we could
balance that budget in a hurry because
it is not fair what we are leaving our
children in the way of debt.
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