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that was used to help us recover the re-
mains of the TWA 800 crash off of Long
Island in New York.

We were able to get that technology
through the generosity of the New
York Police Commissioner, Howard
Safir, to have it sent up to the lake to
look to see whether or not we could in
fact locate this boy’s body. A couple of
suspected sightings were made, but we
could not complete a dive to determine
whether or not it was a positive find.
They came back and were unsuccessful.

In June, I followed up with the Woods
Hole Laboratory in Massachusetts and
asked them to assist, and we identified
perhaps the top national experts on
deep dives relative to drownings.

We assembled a team that in the last
week of August was able to travel to
Auburn, NY, to put together on the
water a team consisting of four boats,
all volunteers during their time, to try
to locate this young man’s body.
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The head technologist for this whole
operation was Butch Hendrick, the
president of Lifeguard Systems, Inc. of
Hurley, NY, who is an expert in locat-
ing people in these kinds of situations
and dealing with drownings. We also
had an expert in terms of reading side
scan sonar, Brett Phaneuf, from Ma-
rine Sonic Technology who also do-
nated his time.

I spent the first 3 of the 5 days on the
lake with this team, along with the
very courageous volunteer firefighters
from the Owasco Fire Department.
Five of them spent the entire week
away from their jobs volunteering the
entire day each day to help us go back
and forth across the 1,000-by-2,000 foot
area of this lake and the lake was 1
mile wide and 14 miles long, trying to
use this technology to determine
whether or not we could find this
young 19-year-old. I had to leave New
York on Wednesday. On Thursday,
three specific sightings were made, the
markers were identified, and on Friday
we brought in a dive team from Buf-
falo, NY, the Buffalo Industrial Diving
Co. headed up by Mark Judd, four div-
ers prepared to go down 150 feet. We
had a decompression chamber on stand-
by, a helicopter to take the divers if
they should have problems. On the first
dive, they recovered the body of 19-
year-old Nathan Swymer and brought
him back up and were able to reunite
him so that his family could have a
proper, decent burial.

Mr. Speaker, this story would not
have been a success were it not for the
cooperation of a number of very unself-
ish people, people who volunteered
their time and their expertise to see if
we could use a military technology to
assist us in a very emotional situation
involving the loss of someone’s loved
one.

The importance here, Mr. Speaker, is
not that we just were able to locate
Nathan Swymer 7 months after he fell
off that row boat in Lake Owasco, but
the technology that can be used across

this country, in lakes, in rivers to as-
sist us in similar types of operations
and to avoid, where possible, the expo-
sure to losing additional lives to send
down to recover people who in fact
have been drowned.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, over the past
several years, it is my understanding
that we have begun to lose more and
more people in the rescue efforts to
bring people who have drowned back
than we should, and that is partly be-
cause we have not used appropriate
technology to assist us in that process.

It will be my hope over the next sev-
eral months to put together a congres-
sional hearing where we can showcase
this technology, where we can make
the case that these kinds of tech-
nologies should be made available and
that we should assist in that tech-
nology transfer process to departments
across this Nation who have similar
situations with deep lakes and with
rivers so that we do not have to jeop-
ardize additional lives in going down to
recover our loved ones.

I particularly want to thank the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. WALSH]
whose district Auburn and Lake
Owasco is in. He has been very coopera-
tive throughout this entire process and
he was very supportive of our effort the
last week of August.

I also want to thank Bill Andahazy,
who is a consultant from Woods Hole
who donated his time, Capt. Don Swain
from the New York State Police and
his team and all of those other individ-
uals, the volunteer firefighters, the
divers, the technologists who assisted
us in closing this very difficult chapter
in the lives of the Swymer family from
Chester County, PA.

I want to encourage our colleagues,
Mr. Speaker, to work with me, to see
where we can find not just this kind of
technology to use for commercial pur-
poses but to see where we can take
similar initiatives and assist us in solv-
ing day-to-day problems that face the
people of this great Nation.

For the record, Mr. Speaker, I in-
clude the list of the Owasco Lake
search team and thank them for their
tireless efforts in this operation. A
number of companies and individuals
in the Philadelphia area donated over
$10,000 along with the Chester County
Chamber of Commerce to help us de-
fray the costs of transporting the
equipment to that lake. All of the indi-
viduals that were there donated their
time. The money that we raised was
used to defray the costs of the trans-
portation of that equipment to the site
to allow us to complete the rescue mis-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of the staff
who stayed this late hour for this spe-
cial order.

OWASCO LAKE SEARCH TEAM

Rep. Curt Weldon, Member, US House of
Representatives

Rep. Robert J. Flick, Pennsylvania House
of Representatives

W.J. (Bill) Andahazy, Independent Consult-
ant

Capt. Donald Swain, Zone 2 HQ, New York
State Police

Trooper David Hartz, Troop E, NY State
Police

Trooper Karl Bloom, Troop E, NY State
Police

Walter (Butch) Hendrick, President, Life-
guard Systems Inc., Hurley, NY

Andrea Zaferes, Lifeguard Systems
Craig Nelson, Lifeguard Systems
Lt. David Holland, Inst. of Environmental

Medicine, Canadian Navy
Brett Phaneuf, Marine Sonic Technology,

White Marsh, VA
Mark C. Judd, Buffalo Industrial Diving

Company, Buffalo, NY
Andy Anderson, Buffalo Industrial Diving
Brad McCullum, Buffalo Industrial Diving
Brad Knight, Buffalo Industrial Diving
Tom Burns, Chief, Owasco Vol. Fire Co.
Joe Head, Assist. Chief, Owasco Vol. Fire

Dept.
Tom Morgan, Assist. Chief, Owasco Vol.

Fire Dept.
Tim Burns, Owasco Vol. Fire Dept.
Angelo Massina, Owasco Vol. Fire Dept.
Peter Pinckney, Sheriff, Cayuga County
Jim Tabor, Under Sheriff, Cayuga County
Gene Stiver, Dep. Chief of Navigation, Of-

fice of the Sheriff, Cayuga County
Chris Petrus, Navigation Deputy, Office of

Sheriff, Cayuga County
Rev. and Mrs. (Dick and Pat) Streeter,

Clergy and friends of Mr. and Mrs. Swymer.
Members of the Chester County Chamber

Business and Industry Council.
Note that many other individuals also

helped and offered services such as Alice
Hamill of Mayflower Movers, King of Prus-
sia, PA (although their services were not
needed). The Holiday Inn Hotel, Auburn, NY
staff worked with us on local arrangements
as well as the Lake residents who let us use
phones, water, etc. This operation was a
community coming together that generated
a successful conclusion to this tragedy.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio (at the request of
Mr. ARMEY) for today after 12 noon and
the balance of the week, on account of
attending her son’s wedding.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Mr. UNDERWOOD, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GREEN, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HULSHOF) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. PORTER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HUNTER, for 5 minutes, today.
f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) and to include
extraneous matter:)
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