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submitted that it does not mean re-
serving the surplus for Social Security
Trust Fund, because in the budget he
presented, there is $100 billion in new
taxes, $100 billion in new spending, but
nothing about putting the surplus into
Social Security. In fact, his senior eco-
nomic advisers later have said they
don’t know what ‘‘reserving’’ it means.

Mr. Speaker, Mark Twain said every-
body talks about the weather, but no-
body does anything about it. This ad-
ministration talks a good game about
Social Security, but he hasn’t done
anything about it in his budget pro-
posal. It would be nice if the President
treated Social Security better than
Mark Twain treated the weather.
f

IRS REFORM IS LONG OVERDUE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Rush
Limbaugh, in an interview with the
very distinguished gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT) asked why would
Bill Clinton defend the IRS?

Let us think about that. Why would
Bill Clinton defend the IRS? If my col-
leagues recall when the President was
confronted with hearings this past
month which exposed the incredible
abuse of power that seems to be a way
of doing business over at the IRS, his
first reaction almost instinctively was
to defend the IRS.

His first reaction was to say that
things are really not that bad, and he
criticized the Republican reform plan.
Of course, that was until he saw the
polls that the American people were
having none of it, that they have
known for years that the IRS suffers
from heavy-handed tactics, sloppiness
and lack of accountability.

This last point is the key point. Any
agency or bureaucrat that lacks ac-
countability will, over time, abuse its
power. The Republican IRS reform pro-
posal would inject real accountability
into the IRS, and make the audit proc-
ess accountable to an outside review
body for the first time ever. It is long
overdue.
f

SULLIVAN AWARD TO PEYTON
MANNING, QUARTERBACK AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, in the
last 4 years, Peyton Manning, quarter-
back for the University of Tennessee,
has earned a reputation not only as one
of the finest college athletes in the
country, but also as an individual of
exceptional integrity and character.

Tomorrow, the Amateur Athletic
Union will present the Sullivan Award
to Peyton Manning, recognizing him as
the most outstanding amateur athlete
in the country. This prestigious award

recognizes not only athletic ability,
but also exceptional leadership, moral
character and sportsmanship.

In his time as starting quarterback
at University of Tennessee, Peyton
Manning has become the SEC’s all time
leading passer and has broken a total
of 42 NCAA SEC and Tennessee records.

However, Peyton Manning’s accom-
plishments go far beyond the football
field. He graduated near the top of his
class in only 3 years, and he is well
known for his leadership and service to
his school and the community.

Last spring, Peyton Manning passed
up the opportunity to make millions of
dollars by turning pro, instead choos-
ing to stay at the University of Ten-
nessee to continue his education and
finish his fourth year of college eligi-
bility. Peyton Manning certainly de-
serves the Sullivan Award, and I com-
mend the Amateur Athletic Union on
their selection of Peyton Manning as
their athlete of the year. No one is
more deserving of this award.
f

PRIORITIZING SPENDING AND FO-
CUSING ON DEFENDING OUR
BORDERS
(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, it is
often said that those who do not learn
from the past are doomed to repeat it.
Today, this Nation stands on the edge
and the threshold of runaway drug use
and rising violence against all Ameri-
cans. So how do our liberal colleagues
plan to counter this most dangerous
trend? Well, my colleagues can guess
it, $120 billion in new taxes and more
Washington-knows-best, unworkable
big government programs. They are
proposing that we make the Federal so-
cial bureaucracies larger and more
invasive into the lives of American
people.

To them I say, enough is enough.
What does it say about our government
when the IRS employs five times as
many as the FBI and 14 times as many
people as the DEA? When did policing
the American taxpayer become more
important than policing America’s
drug dealers and criminal thugs?

Now more than ever we must prac-
tice fiscal discipline and common sense
by reprioritizing spending and focusing
our government on defending the bor-
ders of this Nation and the safety of
the American citizens.
f

OPPOSING THE USDA’S ORGANIC
LABEL STANDARD

(Mr. METCALF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, 8 years
ago it became apparent that producers
of organic foods were having a market-
ing problem. The public was confused
about what organic meant. The label
‘‘organic food’’ was being cheapened by
the public confusion.

So, in 1990 the Congress passed a law
to correct this problem, organic Foods
Production Act, a single set of criteria
by which food products could be labeled
as organic. However, what the USDA is
proposing is both overreaching and in-
adequate.

For example, the USDA proposal
would allow irradiated foods. Further,
the proposal would permit genetically
engineered ingredients. It would permit
vegetable ingredients where the plants
had been fertilized with municipal
wastes.

I think we need to send this agency,
our U.S. Department of Agriculture,
out to talk with consumers. They need
to find out what organic means to the
consumer now, and it does not mean
radiated, engineered or sludge-fer-
tilized food.
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I am emphatically opposed to these

proposed standards.
f

CUBAN DISREGARD FOR
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today, February 24, marks the anniver-
sary of a tragic case of the Cuban re-
gime’s blatant disregard for inter-
national legal and moral standards.

Two years ago today, three U.S. citi-
zens and a U.S. resident exiled in the
United States died at the hands of the
Cuban Air Force. The Cuban regime did
not care that these were civilian
planes. The regime in Cuba did not care
that they were flying over inter-
national waters. The illegal Cuban gov-
ernment did not care that these four
men were keeping a vigilance in search
of Cubans risking their lives in these
treacherous waters. The corrupt dic-
tator, Fidel Castro, did not care then,
nor does he care now.

What many are not aware of is that
the violations in this case did not end
with the shootdown of these four brave
men. The grandniece of one of the vic-
tims was still in Cuba. This 11-year-old
girl was suffering from Reye’s syn-
drome. Her ailments were affecting her
sight, and the pain to her fragile body
was intolerable. But as the niece and
the granddaughter of individuals who
had fled Castro’s claws, she was denied
basic medical attention.

When a visiting doctor began tending
to her suffering, the Cuban regime de-
tained him and threatened his family.
Castro did not care about the pain of
the defenseless child, and the regime
did not care, nor does it care now,
about basic human rights.
f

ORDERING SELECTED RESERVE OF
ARMED FORCES TO ACTIVE
DUTY—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 105–217)
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message
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from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on National Security and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to title 10, United States

Code, section 12304, I have authorized
the Secretary of Defense, and the Sec-
retary of Transportation with respect
to the Coast Guard, when it is not oper-
ating as a Service within the Depart-
ment of the Navy, to order to active
duty Selected Reserve units and indi-
viduals not assigned to units to aug-
ment the Active components in support
of operations in and around Southwest
Asia.

A copy of the Executive order imple-
menting this action is attached.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 24, 1998.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Democratic leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,

Washington, DC, February 23, 1998.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section
202(b)(3), Public Law 103–227, I hereby ap-
point the following Member to the National
Education Goals Panel:

Mr. Martinez, CA.
Yours very truly,

RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Democratic leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,

Washington, DC, February 12, 1998.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
203(b)(1) of Public Law 105–134, I hereby ap-
point the following individual to the Amtrak
Reform Council:

Mr. S. Lee Kling, Villa Ridge, MO.
Yours very truly,

RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

f

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS AT
CEREMONIES IN OBSERVANCE OF
GEORGE WASHINGTON’S BIRTH-
DAY.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House on Thurs-
day, February 12, 1998, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of
the following Members of the House to
represent the House of Representatives
at wreath-laying ceremonies at the
Washington Monument for the observ-
ance of George Washington’s birthday
held on Monday, February 23, 1998:

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia.
Mr. HOYER of Maryland.
f

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF
MEMBER OF THE HONORABLE
KENNY HULSHOF, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Scott Callicott, Office
Director of the Hon. KENNY HULSHOF,
Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, February 12, 1998.

Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule L (50) of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena (for testimony)
issued by the Circuit Court for Marion Coun-
ty, Missouri in the case of State v. Kolb.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
SCOTT CALLICOTT,

Office Director.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAW). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 5, rule I, the Chair announces
that he will postpone further proceed-
ings today on each motion to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 4 of rule XV. Such rollcall votes,
if postponed, will be taken after debate
has concluded on all motions to sus-
pend the rules, but not before 5 p.m.
today.
f

NATO SPECIAL IMMIGRANT
AMENDMENTS OF 1998

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 429) to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide for
special immigrant status for NATO ci-
vilian employees in the same manner
as for employees of international orga-
nizations, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 429

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘NATO Spe-
cial Immigrant Amendments of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT STATUS FOR CER-

TAIN NATO CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(27) of the

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(27)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (J),

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (K) and inserting ‘‘; or’’, and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘‘(L) an immigrant who would be described
in clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) of subparagraph
(I) if any reference in such a clause—

‘‘(i) to an international organization de-
scribed in paragraph (15)(G)(i) were treated
as a reference to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO);

‘‘(ii) to a nonimmigrant under paragraph
(15)(G)(iv) were treated as a reference to a
nonimmigrant classifiable under NATO–6 (as
a member of a civilian component accom-
panying a force entering in accordance with
the provisions of the NATO Status-of-Forces
Agreement, a member of a civilian compo-
nent attached to or employed by an Allied
Headquarters under the ‘Protocol on the Sta-
tus of International Military Headquarters’
set up pursuant to the North Atlantic Trea-
ty, or as a dependent); and

‘‘(iii) to the Immigration Technical Correc-
tions Act of 1988 or to the Immigration and
Nationality Technical Corrections Act of
1994 were a reference to the NATO Special
Immigrant Amendments of 1997.’’.

(b) CONFORMING NONIMMIGRANT STATUS FOR
CERTAIN PARENTS OF SPECIAL IMMIGRANT
CHILDREN.—Section 101(a)(15)(N) of such Act
(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(N)) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(or under analogous au-
thority under paragraph (27)(L))’’ after
‘‘(27)(I)(i)’’, and

(2) by inserting ‘‘(or under analogous au-
thority under paragraph (27)(L))’’ after
‘‘(27)(I)’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. WATT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 429, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2429, the NATO
Special Immigrant Amendments of
1998, was introduced by our colleague,
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. PICK-
ETT). The bill would allow aliens who
are civilian employees of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization and have
worked for many years in the United
States to retire here with their fami-
lies as special immigrants. The number
of special immigrant visas available
each year, currently about 10,000,
would not be increased.

Currently aliens who have been long-
time employees in the United States of
numerous international organizations
are eligible to retire here as special im-
migrants. NATO employees are also de-
serving, and should be granted this
same privilege.

The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion kept the peace in Europe for four
decades, saving untold American lives.
We should now bestow this small honor
on its employees as well.

According to testimony received at
the hearing of the Subcommittee on
Immigration Claims held on H.R. 429,
the total number of people who would
benefit from this bill is about 130.
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