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League, but not Larry Doby. He was a
very special, special person.

We honor him not only for his feats
in professional baseball but this is
truly a family man, a large family, a
great family, an extended family. This
is what Larry Doby was about. Not
only in Cleveland, not only where he
came from, Paterson, New Jersey, but
all of northern Jersey and New Jersey
knew of his feats. The silk city.

Mr. Speaker, Larry Doby was from
another time but very appropriate to
our time. Today, when professional
athletes hold up sneakers made in for-
eign lands with less than reasonable
wages, we think of Larry Doby and his
professionalism and his character that
he brought to the field and off the field.

Mr. Speaker, he is a special person
because he loved children; still, to this
day, working with them in his own
community of Montclair, which is a
few miles from Paterson, New Jersey.

The naming of this post office is very
fitting, very apropos. It should make
us think about sports, which is all
around us today. Every time we turn to
the tube or turn to our own children or
our children’s children, it is around us
and we are submerged. But that ath-
lete, and particularly Larry Doby, was
an individual who made sports more
than a profession. He made sports his
life.

And, yes, he helped integrate the
sport. But as significant as that was,
he helped elevate the character of what
it was to be in professional sports. He
is a very special person, very special
indeed. Not only as a long-time resi-
dent of our State, the silk city slugger
has certainly been a hero to everyone.
Naming this post office will not only be
an appropriate honor for Larry Doby, it
is an honor for the people of Paterson.
From another time, perhaps, Mr.
Speaker, but appropriate for our time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume to thank the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH), the chair-
man, and the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FATTAH), the ranking mem-
ber, for their leadership in bringing all
of these bills to the floor for consider-
ation today. I think, as usual, they
have done a magnificent job; and I cer-
tainly appreciate their efforts.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today we pay
tribute to Larry Doby. More than just a good
professional baseball player, Mr. Doby was
the first African American to play for the Amer-
ican League Cleveland Indians.

Like his counterpart Jackie Robinson play-
ing for the National League Brooklyn Dodgers,
Larry Doby proved to any doubting fan of the
game that baseball’s color barrier had nothing
to do with ability and heart and everything to
do with ignorance and fear.

The American men who played for the
Negro Leagues should be commended for
their grace and grit, showing world class
athleticism to a country still coming to terms
with race. In spite of being kept from the Major

League teams, the men of the Negro
Leagues, men like Jackie Robinson, Larry
Doby and Satchel Page, played the game just
as well as their white counterparts, men like
Babe Ruth, Joe DiMaggio, and Stan Musial.

Larry Doby played for the Newark Eagles in
my home state of New Jersey. There is an-
other man I would like to mention who played
for the Eagles, and his name is John
Drakeford. Although Mr. Drakeford played for
the Eagles long after Larry Doby departed, his
role as a player in the Negro Leagues should
not be forgotten. John Drakeford loved the
game as much as any Major League baseball
player and showed it every time he took the
field. His son, Theodore Drakeford, works in
my district office in Long Branch. Theodore
talks proudly of his dad, his uncle Steve Ste-
phenson who played alongside John
Drakeford, as well as his grandfather, John
Stephenson, who played for the Philadelphia
Hilldales. John Stephenson was an All-Star
second baseman and played when Doby
played.

Men like John Stephenson, Steve Stephen-
son, John Drakeford and Larry Doby not only
contributed to America’s pastime by playing
good baseball, but also provided a valuable
lesson to America’s understanding of race.
They showed us all that arbitrary labels and
discriminatory barriers can do nothing to
weaken the heart of a champion.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume
and echo the words of the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL) and
note the very worthy individual we are
about to honor on this last piece of leg-
islation and urge its unanimous accept-
ance by the body.

I would also like to return the very
gracious remarks of the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) and also ex-
tend my deep appreciation to him, to
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH), the entire membership on the
minority side of the subcommittee, and
the staff who have worked with us to
bring these six bills to the floor and, in
anticipation of passage of the final one,
for a fairly successful afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAW). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MCHUGH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the Senate bill,
S. 985.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on S. 985, the Senate bill just
passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

INCREASED MANDATORY MINIMUM
SENTENCES FOR CRIMINALS
POSSESSING FIREARMS
Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 424) to provide for increased
mandatory minimum sentences for
criminals possessing firearms, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 424

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. MANDATORY PRISON TERMS FOR

POSSESSING, BRANDISHING, OR DIS-
CHARGING A FIREARM OR DESTRUC-
TIVE DEVICE DURING A FEDERAL
CRIME THAT IS A CRIME OF VIO-
LENCE OR A DRUG TRAFFICKING
CRIME.

Section 924(c) of title 18, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as
paragraphs (5) and (6), respectively; and

(2) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the
following:

‘‘(1) A person who, during and in relation to
any crime of violence or drug trafficking crime
(including a crime of violence or drug traffick-
ing crime which provides for an enhanced pun-
ishment if committed by the use of a deadly or
dangerous weapon or device) for which the per-
son may be prosecuted in a court of the United
States—

‘‘(A) possesses a firearm in furtherance of the
crime, shall, in addition to the sentence imposed
for the crime of violence or drug trafficking
crime, be sentenced to imprisonment for 10
years;

‘‘(B) brandishes a firearm, shall, in addition
to the sentence imposed for the crime of violence
or drug trafficking crime, be sentenced to im-
prisonment for 15 years; or

‘‘(C) discharges a firearm, shall, in addition to
the sentence imposed for the crime of violence or
drug trafficking crime, be sentenced to imprison-
ment for 20 years;
except that if the firearm is a machinegun or de-
structive device or is equipped with a firearm si-
lencer or firearm muffler, such additional sen-
tence shall be imprisonment for 30 years.

‘‘(2) In the case of the second or subsequent
conviction of a person under this subsection—

‘‘(A) if the conviction is for possession of a
firearm as described in paragraph (1), the per-
son shall, in addition to the sentence imposed
for the crime of violence or drug trafficking
crime involved, be sentenced to imprisonment for
not less than 20 years;

‘‘(B) if the conviction is for brandishing a
firearm as described in paragraph (1), the per-
son shall, in addition to the sentence imposed
for the crime of violence or drug trafficking
crime involved, be sentenced to imprisonment for
not less than 25 years; or

‘‘(C) if the conviction is for discharging a fire-
arm as described in paragraph (1), the person
shall, in addition to the sentence imposed for
the crime of violence or drug trafficking crime
involved, be sentenced to imprisonment for not
less than 30 years;
except that if the firearm is a machinegun or de-
structive device or is equipped with a firearm si-
lencer or firearm muffler, the person shall, in
addition to the sentence imposed for the crime of
violence or drug trafficking crime involved, be
sentenced to life imprisonment.

‘‘(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the court shall not impose a probationary
sentence on any person convicted of a violation
of this subsection, nor shall a term of imprison-
ment imposed under this subsection run concur-
rently with any other term of imprisonment in-
cluding that imposed for the crime of violence or
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