
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6066 July 21, 1998
I believe in having testimony and evidence

put before 23 men and women drawn at ran-
dom. That’s our system. That is government
by the people. It’s not government by prosecu-
tors. It’s putting evidence before a grand jury.
That is our system. It’s a sound system. It’s
centuries old. It was ordained at the founding
of the American republic. Part of that is, guard
the confidentiality of that. Ken Starr Press
Conference, Feb. 5, 1998.

‘‘In my service as Independent Counsel,
particularly with regard to the secrecy of the
grand jury, I have insisted on a high commit-
ment to professional conduct. I have ex-
pressed this commitment to you repeatedly.
From the beginning, I have made the prohibi-
tion of leaks a principal priority of the Office.
It is a firing offense, as well as one that leads
to criminal prosecution. In the case of each al-
legation of improper disclosure, we have thor-
oughly investigated the facts and reminded the
staff that leaks are utterly intolerable.’’ Letter
from Ken Starr to David Kendall, February 6,
1998, at p.1.

‘‘In light of the unclear press attributions in
some examples cited in your letter, I have un-
dertaken an investigation to determine wheth-
er, despite my persistent admonitions, some-
one in this Office may be culpable. I have no
factual basis—as you likewise of not have—
even to suspect anyone at this juncture.’’ Let-
ter from Ken Starr to David Kendall, February
6, 1998, at p.1.

Mr. Starr’s earlier statements to the public
appear inconsistent with his more recent ad-
mission that he and his deputy routinely talk to
the press. The changing positions he has
taken raise questions about whether he has
been fully candid about the extent of his deal-
ings with the media.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE
ON THE BUDGET REGARDING RE-
VISIONS TO THE ALLOCATION
FOR THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS PURSUANT TO
SECTION 2 OF THE HOUSE RESO-
LUTION 477

The Speaker pro tempore under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio, Mr. KASICH, is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KASICH. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Sec.
314 of the Congressional Budget Act, I hereby
submit for printing in the Congressional
Record revisions to the allocation for the
House Committee on Appropriations pursuant
to section 2 of House Resolution 477 to reflect
$475,000,000 in additional new budget author-
ity and $475,000,000 in outlays for fiscal year
1999.

As reported by the House Committee on
Appropriations, H.R. 4276, a bill making ap-
propriations for Departments of Commerce,
Justice, and State, the Judiciary and Related
Agencies Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year
1999, includes $475,000,000 in budget author-
ity and $475,000,000 in outlays for inter-
national arrearages.

These adjustments shall apply while the leg-
islation is under consideration and shall take
effect upon final enactment.

Questions may be directed to Art Sauer or
Jim Bates at x6–7270.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HOYER addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs.
TAUSCHER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. TAUSCHER addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
CLAYTON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. CLAYTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MALONEY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE
of Texas) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, there are times when issues
impacting this country and the con-
cerns of Americans and the concerns of
our constituents, in this instance, my
constituents in Houston and those in
Texas, really grab hold of us. Frankly,
I think the debate that we will have
this week on the question of the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights is one that really
goes directly to the heart of the mat-
ter. Frankly, it is no issue to take
lightly; it is no issue to take frivolous
sides, to be partisan and to not come to
a resolution. It is a very serious discus-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened by the
fact that we have now thrown the
gauntlet down on the Republican legis-
lation and the Patients’ Bill of Rights.
I say Republicans over here, and the
Patients’ Bill of Rights, because that
legislation truly represents what the
American people want. It is disappoint-
ing to me that this House would rise to
do something as important as answer-
ing the concerns of so many Americans
about the abuses of HMOs and to de-
sign legislation with absolutely no
hearings. I am very gratified today,
however, that Democrats saw fit to
hold hearings so that testimony could
be heard in this Congress on the trag-
edy of some of the abuses of HMOs.

I think it is important to emphasize
the positive, and that is that the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights is centered
around a major concept, and that is the
sanctity of the patient-physician rela-
tionship. So there is no intervener who

comes in and says, you are denied serv-
ice. There is no one who closes the door
to an injured loved one when one comes
to the emergency room. There is no
one who says to you that this service is
not going to be paid for.

So many tragedies have occurred be-
cause HMOs have taken upon them-
selves to emphasize business decisions
and cost decisions which certainly have
merit for more efficient medical care,
but they have decided to do that over
the needs of those who need the kind of
care that is important in America.

We have had women who have been
denied the use of an OB-GYN as a pri-
mary caretaker. We have had people
who have been turned away from the
emergency rooms. We have had doctors
who have been intimidated by bureau-
crats in some other State saying, no,
that service is denied. We have had
those doctors and nurses who want to
give real quality care being refused the
ability to serve their respective pa-
tients, and then we have had a very
funny system: Well, if you do not like
what the HMOs have done, why do you
not just appeal? Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks
at a time to take an appeal. The Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights gives a little
extra clout to the patient.

Mr. Speaker, we stand on the side of
those who are intimidated and who are
denied the service by giving them the
ability to sue the HMOs. Is that the an-
chor of our legislation? Absolutely not.
But we do recognize that the health
care in America is broken and it needs
to be fixed.

Let me suggest to my colleagues
why, because today Democrats took a
real bold step and listened to those in-
dividuals who wanted to tell us what
had happened to them with HMOs.

Sharon Crossley of Wallingford, Con-
necticut. In 1997, Sharon was diagnosed
with breast cancer. Four days before
her surgery was scheduled, the HMO
medical review doctor denied that sur-
gery. After making countless calls to
her HMO, she was told by a customer
service agent that if she did not agree
with her medical review doctor’s deci-
sion, she could follow the internal writ-
ten appeals procedure. HMO members
were not allowed to speak to the medi-
cal review doctor. Time was running
out. Sharon was 3 weeks into biopsy,
and after a biopsy is performed, there
is only a 3 or 4 week window to take
the next course of action. Sharon con-
tacted a local Member of Congress who
got her the surgery.

In 1989 Florence and Wayne Cocoran
tragically lost their baby boy when
Florence’s managed care plan denied
hospitalization over her obstetrician’s
objections during her eighth month of
high-risk pregnancy. Florence was
faced with a high-risk pregnancy; her
obstetrician ordered her hospitalized,
as she had been successfully in a pre-
vious high-risk pregnancy, which re-
sulted in a healthy baby, yet her man-
aged care company overruled her doc-
tor and denied the hospitalization,
even though they had a second opinion
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agreeing with the doctor’s advice. In-
stead, Cocoran’s insurer ordered home
nursing for only 10 hours each day.
During the last month of Cocoran’s
pregnancy, when no nurse was on duty,
the baby went into distress and the
baby died.

The Republican plan leaves out 100
million Americans who need medical
insurance and medical coverage.

Mr. Speaker, I simply say, let us pass
a real Bill of Rights for the patients of
America. Let us stand with those who
count: Caretakers and patients and
Americans.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BILIRAKIS (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) until 2:30 p.m. today on ac-
count of illness.

Mr. FORD (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for Tuesday, July 21, on ac-
count of personal business.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. DEGETTE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HOYER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. TAUSCHER, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5

minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. OXLEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. RAMSTAD, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. KASICH, for 5 minutes, today.

f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. DEGETTE) and to include
extraneous material:)

Mr. BERMAN.
Ms. LEE.
Mr. KIND.
Mr. SANDERS.
Mr. SKELTON.
Mr. ROTHMAN.
Mr. CONYERS.
Mr. BERRY.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. OXLEY) and to include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
Mr. PAUL.
Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey.
Mr. RADANOVICH.

Mrs. EMERSON.
Mr. HANSEN.
Mr. SAXTON.
Mr. WHITE.
Mr. SHAW.
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.
Mrs. MORELLA.
Mr. BASS.
Mr. WALSH.

f

CORRECTION OF CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD OF JULY 17, 1998, PAGE
H5954

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1418. An act to promote the research,
identification, assessment, exploration, and
development of methane hydrate resources,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, and in addition, to the Committee
on National Security, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

S. 638. An act to provide for the expedi-
tions completion of the acquisition of pri-
vate mineral interests within the Mount St.
Helens National volcanic Monument man-
dated by the 1982 Act that established the
Monument, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Science.

S. 1069. An act entitled the ‘‘National Dis-
covery Trails Act of 1997; to the Committee
on Science.

S. 1132. An act to modify the boundaries of
the Bandelier National Monument to include
the lands within the headwaters of the Upper
Alamo Watershed which drain into the
Monument and which are not currently with-
in the jurisdiction of a Federal land manage-
ment agency, to authorize purchase or dona-
tion of those lands, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Science.

S. 1403. An act to amend the National His-
toric Preservation Act for purposes of estab-
lishing a national historic lighthouse preser-
vation program; to the Committee on
Science.

S. 1510. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture
to convey certain lands to the county of Rio
Arriba, New Mexico; to the Committee on
Science.

S. 1695. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to study the suitability and
feasibility of designating the Sand Creek
Massacre National historic Site in the State
of Colorado as a unit of the National Park
System, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science.

S. 1807. An act to transfer administrative
jurisdiction over certain parcels of public do-
main land in Lake County, Oregon, to facili-
tate management of the land, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Science.

S. Con. Res. 105. Concurrent Resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding
the culpability of Slobodan Milosevic for war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and geno-
cide in the former Yogoslavia, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on International
Relations.

f

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that that

committee had examined and found
truly enrolled bills of the House of the
following titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 1439. An act to facilitate the sale of
certain land in Tahoe National Forest in the
State of Colorado to Placer County, Califor-
nia.

H.R. 1460. An act to allow for the election
of the Delegate from Guam by other than
separate ballot, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1779. An act to make a minor adjust-
ment in the exterior boundary of the Devils
Backbone Wilderness in the Mark Twain Na-
tional Forest, Missouri, to exclude a small
parcel of land containing improvements.

H.R. 2165. An act to extend the deadline
under the Federal Power Act applicable to
the construction of FERC Project Number
3862 in the State of Iowa, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2217. An act to extend the deadline
under the Federal Power Act applicable to
the construction of FERC Project Number
9248 in the State of Colorado, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2841. An act to extend the time re-
quired for the construction of a hydro-
electric project.

H.R. 2676. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to restructure and re-
form the Internal Revenue Service, and for
other purposes.

f

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 2316. An act to require the Secretary of
Energy to submit to Congress a plan to en-
sure that all amounts accrued on the books
of the United States Enrichment Corpora-
tion for the disposition of depleted uranium
hexafluoride will be used to treat and recycle
depleted uranium hexafluoride.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 23 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, July 22, 1998, at 10
a.m.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

10102. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Brucellosis in Cattle; State and Area
Classifications; Louisiana [Docket No. 98–
068–1] received June 29, 1998, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

10103. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Bifenthrin; Pes-
ticide Tolerances for Emergency Exemptions
[OPP–300677; FRL–5797–7] (RIN: 2070–AB78) re-
ceived July 6, 1998, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

10104. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
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