
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7761September 15, 1998
with simply a reformed management of
our public lands.

Before I go further, I want to give my
sincere thanks to my colleague, the
gentlewoman from Idaho (Mrs. HELEN
CHENOWETH) for her strong support and
advocacy not only for this legislation
but for the young people of Idaho, as
we have fought here to make sure our
policies in Washington give us the best
opportunity for our children in Idaho.

H.R. 4166 is going to provide the
State of Idaho the ability to increase
funding for public education by at least
$20 million, if not much more, annu-
ally, by restructuring the management
of our endowment lands.

In 1890, when Idaho was made a
State, about 31⁄2 million acres of land
as a permanent endowment were given
to the State to help the children
throughout this century and beyond.
Today, that endowment has a value of
about $2.7 billion, with an accompany-
ing endowment fund worth about an-
other $700 million, a total value of
about $3.4 billion. And yet, after eval-
uation, our Governor found its return
was only about 3.3 percent, just barely
keeping up with the rate of inflation. If
that rate of performance could be in-
creased by just 1 percent, it could gen-
erate as much as $30 million of extra
dollars for Idaho schoolchildren.

Because of that, Idaho’s Governor
Phil Batt appointed a Governor’s Com-
mittee on Endowment Fund Invest-
ment Reform to look into what could
be done. And that committee, chaired
by Doug Dorn, reviewed the current
structure of our endowment lands and
evaluated what simple commonsense
approaches we could find to improve
the performance for our school children
without raising taxes.
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H.R. 4166 is one of the reforms that
this committee has suggested. I again
have to give credit to Governor Batt,
to the gentlewoman from Idaho (Mrs.
CHENOWETH) and to the others who
have worked so hard to make this leg-
islation a reality today. The changes
that are proposed allow Idaho to man-
age its resources in a more effective
way that will benefit the school chil-
dren of Idaho and give us the ability to
more clearly strengthen our future.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to be
the sponsor of this legislation. I en-
courage all of my colleagues here in
the House to support this legislation.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
distinguished gentlewoman from Idaho
(Mrs. CHENOWETH).

(Mrs. CHENOWETH asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentleman from
Utah for yielding time, and I want to
thank my colleague from Idaho for his
outstanding leadership on this issue
that is very, very important to our

State. As my colleague from Idaho
moves to other endeavors this next
year, we will miss his leadership in this
body.

I rise right now in wholehearted sup-
port for H.R. 4166, a bill to amend the
Idaho Admission Act. The most impor-
tant commodity that we have, Mr.
Speaker, is our Nation’s children. By
providing our children with the best
possible education, we provide our Na-
tion with a future that will allow it to
continue to be a leader, the leader of
the free world. But that future rests on
our children and the kind of work that
we can do for them today. H.R. 4166
takes a positive step in that direction
in our State.

H.R. 4166 amends the 1890 Idaho Ad-
mission Act so that Idaho can better
invest the funds gained from the leas-
ing of the State’s 2.5 million acres of
endowment lands. This change could
provide as much as $30 million more for
Idaho schools, for construction, for hir-
ing new teachers or wiring classrooms
for the Internet without raising new
taxes.

As my colleague from Idaho has pre-
viously stated, this proposal has been
thoroughly debated by all parties and
passed nearly unanimously in the
Idaho legislature. This bipartisan ef-
fort will give education in Idaho a
boost without raising taxes. Clearly
Idaho’s children are the winners here.

I wish to thank the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) as well as the
gentleman from California (Mr. MIL-
LER), the gentleman from American
Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) and the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO)
for agreeing to allow this bill to come
to the floor in an expedited manner.
Most importantly I would like to
thank Governor Batt for his diligent
efforts on behalf of Idaho’s children.
Without his vision on how to gain more
money for Idaho’s schools and without
raising taxes on the State’s taxpayers,
we would not be here.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this very valuable piece of legislation,
valuable to our State.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
4166.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the legislation just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.
f

MEMORIAL TO HONOR MAHATMA
GANDHI

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4284) to authorize the Govern-
ment of India to establish a memorial
to honor Mahatma Gandhi in the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 4284

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH MEMO-

RIAL.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Government of India

may establish a memorial to honor Mahatma
Gandhi on the Federal land in the District of
Columbia.

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior or any other head of a
Federal agency may enter into cooperative
agreements with the Government of India to
maintain features associated with the me-
morial.

(c) COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS FOR COM-
MEMORATIVE WORKS.—The establishment of
the memorial shall be in accordance with the
Commemorative Works Act (40 U.S.C. 1001 et
seq.), except that sections 2(c) and 6(b) of
that Act shall not apply with respect to the
memorial.

(d) LIMITATION ON PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—
The Government of the United States shall
not pay any expense of the establishment of
the memorial or its maintenance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman
from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN).

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
H.R. 4284 is a bill introduced by the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MCCOL-
LUM). The gentleman from Florida is to
be commended for working very hard
to craft a bill that will recognize and
memorialize one of the great world
leaders of our time. H.R. 4284 would au-
thorize the Government of India to es-
tablish a memorial to honor Mahatma
Gandhi on Federal property in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and would be in basic
accordance with the Commemorative
Works Act. The memorial is to be a
gift to the people of the United States
as a part of the celebration of India’s 50
years of freedom.

Mahatma Gandhi was born in India
in 1869. He was best known for his civil
disobedience that took shape in non-
violence and passive resistance and was
instrumental in helping India achieve
its independence from England. He is
revered by millions throughout the
world for his unending fight for per-
sonal freedom and human rights. H.R.
4284 would allow the country of India
to create the Mahatma’s memorial
within the District of Columbia to
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honor this great man. Furthermore,
this bill will also authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into co-
operative agreements with the Govern-
ment of India in order to maintain fea-
tures associated with the memorial. Of
note, the Federal Government shall not
pay any expenses for the establishment
or maintenance of this memorial.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4284 is a worthy
bill which will recognize an important
and great world leader within the
boundaries of Washington, D.C.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
4284.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
H.R. 4284 is a companion measure to
H.R. 1390 as it was introduced by my
colleague the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PALLONE). I also want to
thank the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MCCOLLUM) in providing for this joint
measure.

The legislation authorizes the Gov-
ernment of India to establish a memo-
rial to honor Mahatma Gandhi on Fed-
eral lands across the street from the
embassy of India here in Washington,
D.C.

Mr. Speaker, Mahatma Gandhi, as ev-
eryone knows, is internationally re-
nowned as a great leader and for his
teachings of passive resistance and
noncooperation in his native India.
Perhaps this may be noted as one of
the dark pages of the British colonial
rule at the time, the fact that they
were very reluctant to grant independ-
ence and freedom to the people of
India. As some of my colleagues and
perhaps even the American public may
have seen, one of the great movies ever
done on the history of this great man,
Mahatma Gandhi, a graduate of Oxford
University, started his early practice
in South Africa, and an attorney by
profession turned, the fact that here
was this man who paid a first-class
ticket on a train and with this British
officer noted that here was an Indian
sitting in a first-class cabin was insult-
ing to this British officer. The rest is
history, Mr. Speaker, given the fact
that Mahatma Gandhi was not only
beaten by these British officers, but it
changed his entire life and seeing that
his people were certainly under sup-
pression by British colonial rule.

This movement of nonviolence, Mr.
Speaker, as noted also by my col-
leagues, had tremendous influence even
on the civil rights movement here in
America. The fact that the great Amer-
ican Martin Luther King, Jr. was tre-
mendously influenced not only by the
teaching but by the example that Ma-
hatma Gandhi had lived for in his life
in trying to set the people of India free
from British colonial rule.

Mr. Speaker, it was my privilege
months ago with the chairman of the

Committee on International Relations
when we visited New Delhi, India to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the independence of India and to again
not only remind the Indian people
among the leaders but to see the tre-
mendous contributions that this Indian
leader had given not only to his own
country but certainly to the world.
And the fact that as a result of what
Mahatma Gandhi has done, Mr. Speak-
er, we have 980 million people living in
India, the largest or the most populous
democracy in the world, is a dem-
onstration of not only the commitment
of Mr. Gandhi to see that his people be
let free from British colonial rule is an
example; and even more so in the fact
that our own country was tremen-
dously influenced not only by this man
who happens to be an Indian but the
fact that Martin Luther King, Jr.’s own
writings, own example in the civil
rights movement was greatly influ-
enced by this.

Mr. Speaker, I think this legislation
is most proper and appropriate and we
see that there should be a memorial
built here, in the premises here in
Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MCCOLLUM),
the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding time.
I really appreciate very much the
chairman of this subcommittee who
has brought this bill to the floor
through the urging of several of us and
done it in a fine form and fashion.

I rise today specifically to express
my support for the passage of H.R. 4284,
a bill, as I think all of us know, to
allow India to establish a memorial to
honor Mahatma Gandhi here in Wash-
ington, D.C.

I am joined also in this effort by my
good friend and colleague the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE). The gentleman from New
Jersey and I cochair the India Congres-
sional Caucus, a bipartisan group that
is designed to promote understanding
between the United States and India.

As all of us know, India is the world’s
largest democracy. It has shared our
commitment to freedom of speech,
democratic values and the rule of law
since its inception in 1947. This memo-
rial is a positive reminder of the grow-
ing relationship between the world’s
oldest democracy and the world’s larg-
est democracy. The memorial is a gift
to the people of the United States from
the people of India in celebration of In-
dia’s 50 years of freedom. It will sym-
bolize not only the strong friendship
between the U.S. and India but also the
impact that Gandhi had in the United
States and in particular on the civil
rights movement.

Mahatma Gandhi was known for his
acts of civil disobedience which took
the form of nonviolence and passive re-
sistance. His efforts were key in help-

ing India to achieve its independence
from England and inspired leaders in
the United States and throughout the
world. His actions prevented unneces-
sary bloodshed and served as the foun-
dation for peaceful resolution of con-
flict.

It is fitting that we take on this bill
which commemorates the father of the
nation of India during the anniversary
of India’s independence. We have had a
growing and strong relationship with
India in recent years. In the coming
years it appears to me that the need
for our alliance will be even greater.
We are confronted with so many trou-
bling matters in the world today, in-
cluding terrorism, including the possi-
bility of threats of chemical, nuclear
and biological proliferation, and while
we have some disputes with India al-
ways, and that will inevitably be the
case, for the most part we are on ex-
actly the same track. As a strong ally
in the future, India will be a partner of
the United States in so many ways in
foreign policy that I see. In addition to
that, India is an increasingly ex-
tremely important trading partner for
economic interests with this country
and their country. Indian Americans
are very strong citizens of the United
States who believe deeply in demo-
cratic values, values that are shared
both in their native country and in
their adopted country of the United
States.

This particular legislation with this
particular memorial that we are set-
ting forth today gives us a way of say-
ing to each other, as nations and as
peoples, we have shared values and
commitments. We know there are
times when we will have disagree-
ments, but those are comparatively
very minor to the major agreements
that we have and the shared values
that we have. It is terribly important
that we go forward with this bill and
with our continued building of a strong
relationship between India and the
United States.

The government of India strongly
supports the legislation. The memorial
will not cost, as has been said, the tax-
payers a cent. I do not know of any ob-
jections to its construction whatso-
ever.

Mr. Speaker, for all of the above rea-
sons aforesaid, I urge the adoption of
this bill.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentleman for yield-
ing time. I also want to commend and
to congratulate the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) who is
chairman of the India Caucus for his
sponsorship of this legislation as well
as for the effort that he puts to in-
crease the relationship between the
United States and India.

A memorial to Mahatma Gandhi is
very easy to support. As a matter of
fact, as has already been indicated, he
led the greatest resistance movement
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in a nonviolent way that the world had
ever seen at that moment. And then, of
course, as has already been indicated,
he was an inspiration to Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King who in our modern era led
the most effective nonviolent resist-
ance movement that we have ever seen
during contemporary times.

Most importantly, though, this me-
morial will signal even greater rela-
tionships between the two countries,
the two democracies, the largest, I be-
lieve, as someone said, and the oldest.
I think that that in and of itself is a
tribute to all of us. And so I very great-
ly endorse and support this legislation
and again commend the sponsor for its
initiation.
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Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA).

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding this
time to me. I am just so very pleased
to rise in full support for this resolu-
tion H.R. 4284 that is going to allow the
country of India to create the Gandhi
memorial within the District of Colum-
bia to honor this very great person.

It is true we celebrated the 50th anni-
versary of India. It is true, as has been
stated, that it is one of the greatest de-
mocracies along with the United
States. It is true that its constitution
begins with ‘‘we the people,’’ just as
our Constitution does. It is true that
we have a very active Indian-American
caucus here, and I can see the chair-
man of the caucus is over there.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) of the full commit-
tee, the chairman, for this legislation
as well as the gentleman from Califor-
nia (Mr. MILLER), the ranking member;
indeed the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
HANSEN), who is the chairman of the
subcommittee, and the gentleman from
American Samoa, (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
for this.

As my colleagues know, I used to
teach English and American literature,
and it was Henry David Thoreau who
wrote Walden and also wrote On Civil
Disobedience. And in writing Walden,
he talked about the mystical waters of
India, of the Ganges, and what the spir-
itualism implied and what it meant.
And in Civil Disobedience, where he
spent that night in jail because he re-
sisted peacefully something that he be-
lieved was wrong, he indicated that he
attributed that this was something
that was a way that we should resolve
conflict.

Mr. Speaker, we know that Mahatma
Gandhi looked to Henry David Thoreau
when he was involved in civil disobe-
dience in terms of peaceful resistance
to what was wrong. We then know that
it was Martin Luther King, Jr., who
then looked to Gandhi for that con-
tinuation of that. So it all comes to-
gether in terms of the importance of
Mahatma Gandhi in terms of our rela-
tionship and friendship with India, in
terms of what we believe in in America

and what our Indian Americans adhere
to as a part of this great country.

So I commend all of the people who
have been involved, I thank them very
much for this resolution coming out
today, and I urge the entire House to
support it.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman from Mary-
land (Mrs. MORELLA) for her fine com-
ments, and certainly very appropriate
on the occasion of deliberating on this
piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
distinguished gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PALLONE), not only the chair-
man of the India Caucus, but certainly
a great leader on this issue.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the chairman of the sub-
committee and, as the gentlewoman
from Maryland (Mrs. MORELLA) men-
tioned, the other members of the Com-
mittee on Resources for pushing this
bill so we could bring it to the floor
this day and get it passed and sent over
to the Senate.

As my colleagues know, the sponsor
of the bill, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MCCOLLUM) co-chairs the India
Caucus with me, and this is a biparti-
san effort. We have over a hundred
Members in our India Caucus, and this
is one of the bills that we have been
trying to push on a bipartisan basis
throughout most of this year. We are
very pleased that it is coming to the
floor today.

There is a companion bill offered by
Senator MOYNIHAN, who is a former
U.S. Ambassador to India, that is being
sponsored in the Senate, again on a bi-
partisan basis, so if we can get it over
to the Senate, we will undoubtedly get
it signed by the President before the
end of this year.

As was mentioned last month, India
celebrated actually the 51st anniver-
sary of her independence, and of course
the individual most closely identified
with the historic and successful effort
by the people of India to secure the
independence from British colonialism
and establish a democracy was Ma-
hatma Gandhi. Gandhi’s contributions
to the causes of democracy, freedom,
and human rights are felt to this day
not only in India but throughout the
world, including here in the United
States. And that is why I think it is
particularly important that we have a
memorial or a monument to him here
in Washington, D.C., which of course is
our capital and the place where we cel-
ebrate democracy and the freedoms
that we enjoy as the leader of the free
world.

I just wanted to say very briefly, Mr.
Speaker, when I was in India a couple
times, I had the opportunity to go to
the Gandhi ashram in Ahmadabad and
also to a place where Gandhi spent a
number of years in Bombay, and I was
incredibly impressed with the way he
organized this movement in India.
There is really nothing quite like it in
terms of the way he took an intellec-
tual idea and was able to expand it to

the masses of the people in India and
have success in throwing off the yoke
of colonialism.

From a practical standpoint, though,
I wanted to say that this memorial will
be entirely not only an appropriate ad-
dition to this city, but it will not cost
the Federal Government anything. The
legislation specifies that American
taxpayers will not have to bear the
cost of construction and maintenance.
The Embassy of India will bear all
costs. The National Capital Memorial
Commission and the National Park
Service will both have very active con-
sultative roles, ensuring that it will
add to the beauty of our capital and
blend in well with the surrounding
area.

The location of the tract of land
where the memorial will be erected is
close to the Embassy of India. It has
been selected because the location
would be in keeping with the Com-
memorative Works Act for location of
commemorative works as subjects of
lasting historical significance to the
American people, and I wanted to point
out that the proposed monument was
approved last June by the National
Capital Memorial Commission.

So, Mr. Speaker, this city is a city of
great monuments and memorials, and
we are just very happy on behalf of the
India Caucus to have this addition
added to those commemorative monu-
ments.

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to make
another note of the fact that in our Na-
tion we have over 1 million Indian
Americans living in our country that
make tremendous contributions to
their local communities and to the sev-
eral States, and the fact that the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MCCOLLUM)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE) are both co-chairs of the
India Caucus. I think it is a tribute to
the over 1 million Indian Americans
that live in our own Nation that show
such diversity that we provide to our
community and the citizens here.

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 4284, a bill to authorize
the establishment of a memorial to Mahatma
Gandhi here in the nation’s capital.

Born October 2, 1869 in Probandar, western
India, Mahatma Gandhi was the preeminent
leader of Indian nationalism and advocate of
nonviolence in the 20th century. Appealing to
reason, justice, and tolerance, Gandhi served
as a powerful and effective force in bringing
about Indian independence through his teach-
ing of nonviolent civil disobedience.

In many ways, India’s independence and
strength today owes much to the conviction
and courage of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi’s
leadership in promoting peaceful social and
political change has inspired many around the
world and sustained efforts for the improve-
ment of civil and human rights worldwide. He
has won the affection of so many, including
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revered American leaders like civil rights advo-
cate Martin Luther King, for his tireless efforts
to improve social equality. In addition to play-
ing a pivotal role in creating modern India,
Gandhi’s work provides a model for genera-
tions to come.

Today’s measure builds on earlier Congres-
sional efforts to honor Gandhi. In 1994, on the
occasion of the 125th anniversary of Gandhi’s
birth, I authored a resolution to honor Gandhi’s
unwavering dedication to India’s people and a
man whose name has come to symbolize
freedom and justice around the world.

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of
its India’s independence, it is both fitting and
appropriate that we honor Gandhi’s legacy
with the establishment of a memorial in the
nation’s capital, where people from all around
the world can gather to commemorate and re-
flect on Gandhi’s life and vision. I am proud to
join my colleagues in voting for this important
measure.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
4284.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and add extraneous
material on H.R. 4284.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.
f

IRRIGATION PROJECT CONTRACT
EXTENSION ACT OF 1998

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2795) to extend certain con-
tracts between the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and irrigation water contractors
in Wyoming and Nebraska that receive
water from Glendo Reservoir, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2795

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Irrigation
Project Contract Extension Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall extend each of the water service
or repayment contracts for the Glendo Unit
of the Missouri River Basin Project identi-
fied in subsection (c) until December 31, 2000.

(b) EXTENSIONS COTERMINOUS WITH COOPER-
ATIVE AGREEMENT.—If the cooperative agree-
ment entitled ‘‘Cooperative Agreement for
Platte River Research and other Efforts Re-
lating to Endangered Species Habitats Along

the Central Platte River, Nebraska’’, entered
into by the Governors of the States of Wyo-
ming, Nebraska, and Colorado and the Sec-
retary of the Interior, is extended for a term
beyond December 31, 2000, the contracts iden-
tified in subsection (c) shall be extended for
the same term, but not to go beyond Decem-
ber 31, 2001. If the cooperative agreement ter-
minates prior to December 31, 2000, the con-
tracts identified in subsection (c) shall be
subject to renewal on the date that the coop-
erative agreement terminates.

(c) CONTRACTS.—The contracts identified in
this subsection are—

(1) the contract between the United States
and the New Grattan Ditch Company for
water service from Glendo Reservoir (Con-
tract No. 14–06–700–7591), dated March 7, 1974;

(2) the contract between the United States
and Burbank Ditch for water service from
Glendo Reservoir (Contract No. 14–06–700–
6614), dated May 23, 1969;

(3) the contract between the United States
and the Torrington Irrigation District for
water service from Glendo Reservoir (Con-
tract No. 14–06–700–1771), dated July 14, 1958;

(4) the contract between the United States
and the Lucerne Canal and Power Company
for water service from Glendo Reservoir
(Contract No. 14–06–700–1740, as amended),
dated June 12, 1958, and amended June 10,
1960;

(5) the contract between the United States
and the Wright and Murphy Ditch Company
for water service from Glendo Reservoir
(Contract No. 14–06–700–1741), dated June 12,
1958;

(6) the contract between the United States
and the Bridgeport Irrigation District for
water service from Glendo Reservoir (Con-
tract No. 14–06–700–8376, renumbered 6–07–70–
W0126), dated July 9, 1976;

(7) the contract between the United States
and the Enterprises Irrigation District for
water service from Glendo Reservoir (Con-
tract No. 14–06–700–1742), dated June 12, 1958;

(8)(A) the contract between the United
States and the Mitchell Irrigation District
for an increase in carryover storage capacity
in Glendo Reservoir (Contract No. 14–06–700–
1743, renumbered 8–07–70–W0056 Amendment
No. 1), dated March 22, 1985; and

(B) the contract between the United States
and the Mitchell Irrigation District for
water service from Glendo Reservoir (Con-
tract No. 14–06–700–1743, renumbered 8–07–70–
W0056) dated June 12, 1958; and

(9) the contract between the United States
and the Central Nebraska Public Power and
Irrigation District for repayment of allo-
cated irrigation costs of Glendo Reservoir
(Contract No. 5–07–70–W0734), dated Decem-
ber 31, 1984.

(d) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section precludes the Secretary of the
Interior from making an extension under
subsection (a) or (b) in the form of annual ex-
tensions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. DOOLITTLE) and the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. DOOLITTLE).

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2795 provides for
the extension of certain contracts be-
tween the Bureau of Reclamation and
irrigation water contractors in Ne-
braska and Wyoming that receive
water from Glendo Reservoir.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from

Nebraska (Mr. BARRETT) who is the au-
thor of the bill.

Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska. I thank
the gentleman for yielding this time to
me, and, Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
full support of H.R. 2795, the Irrigation
Project Contract and Extension Act.
The bill is vitally important to many,
including several irrigation projects in
my district.

Let me first thank the subcommittee
chairman, the gentleman from Califor-
nia (Mr. DOOLITTLE), for his work and
the work of his staff in bringing the
bill to the floor today; also to the gen-
tlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN)
and to her staff as well for their dili-
gence and hard work in this matter.
Representative CUBIN and I introduced
this bill last November, and there have
been many days since that we strug-
gled with whether or not the bill would
come to the floor. I again thank the
gentleman from California (Mr. DOO-
LITTLE) and others for their work, and
that is why I am so especially pleased
to encourage my colleagues to support
the bill today.

The Irrigation Project Contract Ex-
tension Act would extend for 2 years
the contracts between the Bureau of
Reclamation and several different
kinds of water users in Nebraska and
Wyoming, and earlier this year a
memorandum of agreement was signed
by Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
MOA requires a study of endangered
species’ habitats along the Platte
River. The water users, including four
irrigation districts in Nebraska, will be
a part of this study, but the study will
not be completed until the year 2000,
and during that time the water con-
tracts of course will have expired. Well,
this bill provides additional time so
that the water users would not have to
conduct a separate and superfluous
ESA study before the end of the year.

So again I thank the subcommittee
chairman, the gentleman from Califor-
nia (Mr. DOOLITTLE) and I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2795.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2795. In addition to providing for con-
tinued water deliveries to irrigators,
this legislation will allow work to con-
tinue on the environmental impact
statement, our plan to improve wildlife
habitat in the central Platte region in
Nebraska. Endangered Species Act
compliance will also continue during
the term of the contracted extension.
The committee agreed to the amend-
ments suggested by the administration
which ensure that the water contracts
are not extended indefinitely. It is my
understanding the administration has
no objection to the enactment of the
bill as reported by the Committee on
Resources. I thank the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Water Power for his
cooperation, and I urge my colleagues
to support H.R. 2795.

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that
the House is considering this legislation today
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