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endangered some of the moderate Arab
governments and galvanized Muslim
militants.

The recent military takeover of
Pakistan and the subsequent anti-
American demonstration in Islamabad
should not be ignored. It is time we in
Congress seriously rethink our role in
the region and in the world. We ought
to do more to promote peace and trade
with our potential enemies, rather
than resorting to bombing and sanc-
tions.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MALONEY) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FOSSELLA addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROHRABACHER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

SAVING 1 PERCENT OF THE FED-
ERAL BUDGET TO SECURE SO-
CIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. SCHAFFER) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I want
to take this opportunity in this 1 hour
special order to invite my colleagues in
the majority conference to come join
in our discussion of our accomplish-
ments, and to also define somewhat the
negotiating that is going on right now
between the Congress and the Presi-
dent with respect to getting our budget
resolution passed and getting the final
agreement nailed down.

Before I do that, I want to talk about
one of the announcements that is com-
ing out tomorrow from the Department
of Education. Over at the Department,
a number of us paid a visit to them just
a couple of weeks ago when the Sec-
retary of Education had assured the
country, certainly the Congress and
the White House, as well, that it was
impossible to find this one penny on
the dollar savings that we hoped to se-
cure in order to save social security
and prevent the President’s raid on the
social security program.

The Secretary of Education said
there is no savings to be found in the

administration at the Department of
Education, that the agency is run effi-
ciently and is run in the most lean
manner possible.

So the three of us Members of Con-
gress who walked down there had a dif-
ference of opinion. We physically
showed up on the premises and started
going office to office to find out if we
could not help the Secretary find that
penny on the dollar, and lo and behold,
we found a number of places where it
would be wise to look.

We found an account called a grant
back fund, for example, that has about
$725 million in there that is not spent
in the way that the statutes have de-
fined. We also found some duplicate
payments to the tune of about $40 mil-
lion. We have found several other
things since then.

The most remarkable thing we found
is that going back to 1998, the Depart-
ment of Education’s books are not
auditable. In fact, tomorrow the De-
partment of Education will be receiv-
ing notification from the auditors, who
are charged with auditing the Depart-
ment of Education, to finding out
where this money goes, they will be re-
ceiving this notice claiming, showing,
certifying that the Department of Edu-
cation’s books are not auditable.

This is a remarkable revelation com-
ing out of the Department, especially
at a time when the Secretary ran over
here immediately after we started
talking about saving money and telling
us with certainty that there is no sav-
ings to be found in the Department of
Education. He has no basis to make
such a claim. His books over at the De-
partment of Education are not
auditable.

Mr. Speaker, I just had an oppor-
tunity to visit some schoolkids in my
district on Monday. I visited three
schools. Children in America’s schools
throughout the country are much like
those children in my district in Colo-
rado. They understand accountability.
They understand completing assign-
ments on time. They understand com-
pleting the work according to their re-
quirements and being held accountable.

When a teacher says a report is due
on a certain day, the kids understand
that if they do not turn it in on that
day, they will get an F. The Depart-
ment, when they are supposed to audit
their books and certify to the Congress
that their books are clean, that they
have balanced, that they are auditable,
we should expect them to follow
through. The Department of Education
has failed to accomplish that objective.
They will tell us tomorrow, we cannot
find where the $120 billion in taxpayer
money has been spent and how it has
been spent.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. SCHAFFER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona.

Mr. HAYWORTH. I thank my col-
league for yielding, Mr. Speaker. I just
would ask my colleague, when were the
reports or when was the audit or finan-

cial statement from the Department of
Education due? Was it not March, or
sometime earlier this year?

Mr. SCHAFFER. That is right.
Mr. HAYWORTH. So now it is No-

vember. They received an incomplete
grade, basically, for lo these 9 months,
and tomorrow, I guess sotto voce, in
low, spoken terms, the Department of
Education is going to admit that it has
made an F in terms of fiscal responsi-
bility, and even more than fiscal re-
sponsibility, fiscal accountability. Mr.
Speaker, there is no greater evidence
that we take the right approach to get
dollars to the classroom, rather than
deal with the care and feeding of a
Washington bureaucracy.

I would just ask my friend, the gen-
tleman from Colorado, and first of all,
let me commend him, sir, and let me
also commend my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. HOEKSTRA)
and my colleague, the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. SALMON) for making that
trip 21⁄2 weeks ago to the Department
of Education.

I understand, and now help me on
this, there is, in essence, a fund of
cash, some have described it as a slush
fund, to the tune of how many mil-
lions, $725 million?

Mr. SCHAFFER. One of the reports
on that fund suggested that there has
been in the past, recently, about $725
million. The Secretary says it is a lit-
tle bit less than that, but still there
are hundreds of millions of dollars,
even about by the Secretary’s account.
The bottom line is they are not real
sure.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Again, so we can
try to get a handle on the sums we are
talking about, money that could be
well spent in America’s classrooms
helping teachers teach and helping
children learn, annually we are looking
at an appropriation for that cabinet
level agency of $35 billion?

Mr. SCHAFFER. A $35 billion annual
appropriation, which is this year’s ap-
propriation, but on top of that there is
another $85 billion in loans that that
department manages, so a grand total
of $120 billion is managed by the De-
partment of Education. It effectively
makes it one of the largest financial
institutions in the world.

Mr. HAYWORTH. So forget, if my
friend would yield further, forget the
colloquialism about an 800-pound go-
rilla. We have a $120 billion sum of
money that in essence is unaccounted
for from the department in Wash-
ington, D.C. charged with teaching re-
sponsibility and the three Rs.

Maybe that is the fact, Mr. Speaker.
We talk about reading, writing, arith-
metic. With all due respect, Mr. Speak-
er, to our friends in the Department of
Education, we need to teach a fourth
R, responsibility, and accountability,
and counting, with a C, to be able to
actually handle their books.

I think it is important to inform the
body, Mr. Speaker, based on current
events, that we do welcome back to the
Chamber the House minority leader,

VerDate 29-OCT-99 03:39 Nov 18, 1999 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17NO7.087 pfrm02 PsN: H17PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-06-02T09:52:56-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




