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IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 2420

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, we need to make
sure that America’s schools, libraries, and
rural clinics are allowed to capitalize on the
newest computer and data communications
technology.

In 1996, Congress and the Clinton Adminis-
tration joined together to establish a program
to extend the Internet to all our schools. That
effort is underway—at a cost of about $2.45
billion a year, incidentally. But in this field, just
like everywhere else, it is the weakest link in
the chain that matters. And, the ‘‘weak link’’
here is the data communications network—or,
more accurately, the lack of such a network.

Mr. Speaker, instead of trying to expand
these networks by harnessing the power of
competition, economic freedom, and individual
choice, the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) seems to be relying on yesterday’s
tools—heavy handed and restrictive regula-
tion.

That’s not my estimate, it’s the considered
judgment of two of this country’s experts—
Congressman JOHN DINGELL and his col-
league, the Chairman of the House Tele-
communications Subcommittee, Congressman
TAUZIN.

Their appraisal of the situation is that we
need to modernize and reform FCC regula-
tion—because, otherwise, the data links which
this country needs, are just not going to be
available. That is the philosophy reflected in
their bill, H.R. 2420. And, it is a pro-growth,
pro-progress view which I want to embrace.

Mr. Speaker, if we can accomplish reform in
this field, all of the experts are predicting that
there can be a rapid expansion of our commu-
nications networks. That expansion, in turn,
will help connect our schools, libraries, and
clinics faster. And that will yield substantial
public policy dividends.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TEXAS
REALTOR OF THE YEAR

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer my congratulations to Barbara
Russell of Denton, Texas, who this year was
named the 1998 Realtor of the Year by the
Texas Association of Realtors.

Barbara has served on the Texas Associa-
tion of Realtors Board of Directors and is a
former regional vice president and chairman of
the legislative and economic development
committees. She also served two three-year
terms on the National Association of Realtors
Board of Directors.

In Denton, Barbara has earned many hon-
ors, including the Greater Denton/Wise County
Association of Realtors President’s Award,
Women’s Council of Realtors Gold Rule
Award, Realtor of the Year and Associate of
the Year. In addition, she is active in various
civic and charitable organizations, including
serving as former chairman of the board of the
Denton Chamber of Commerce and serving
four years on the Denton Planning and Zoning
Commission.

Barbara has nearly 30 years of experience
in the real estate business, and this recent
award is a testament to her professional ac-
complishments and her hard work. She is
married to Benny Russell, and they have two
daughters and four grandchildren.

And Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I also
did not pay tribute to the late Mary Claude
Gay, a prominent realtor in Denton and asso-
ciate of Barbara’s. Mary Claude’s contributions
to her profession also have been significant,
and she, too, was very influential in Denton’s
community life.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize Bar-
bara Russell and Mary Claude Gay for their
accomplishments in their profession and for
their contributions to their community. The
Texas Association of Realtors could not have
selected a more giving and devoted Realtor of
the Year. Barbara Russell is a class act and
is the epitomy of the type of leadership and
professionalism that bring respect and admira-
tion for her profession.

As we adjourn today, and as we leave the
floor of the House of Representatives for the
last time this century, let us do so in respect
and appreciation for the ‘‘Texas Realtor of the
Year’’—Barbara Russell.
f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2116,
VETERANS MILLENNIUM HEALTH
CARE AND BENEFITS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of H.R. 2116. This bill makes
a number of important changes to veteran’s
health care programs.

H.R. 2116—Veterans Millennium Health
Care Act makes comprehensive reforms to im-
prove access to, as well as the timeliness and
quality of the Veterans Administration health
care system. Reforms to improve veterans’ ac-
cess to care include requiring the VA to in-
crease home and community based options
for veterans needing extended care; requiring
the VA to provide nursing home care to cer-
tain veterans through 2003; establishing
means to enhance revenues for the VA; lifting
the six-month limit on VA adult day health
care; authorizing the VA to enhance mental
health care services; and establishing a pilot
program to make contract arrangements for
assisted living services.

Although the calendar year indicates that we
honor these men and women on Memorial
Day and Veterans Day, I believe that we
should pause everyday to thank them for their
sacrifice. The collective experience of our 25
million living veterans encompasses the turbu-
lence and progress America has experienced
throughout the twentieth century. This nation’s
veterans have written much of the history of
the last hundred years. They have served this
nation without reservation or hesitation during
its darker moments.

Their unwavering devotion to duty and
country has brought this nation through two
World Wars and numerous costly struggles
against aggression. From World War I to the
Gulf War, America’s veterans have been lead-
ing this nation against those who have threat-
ened the values and interests of our nation.

Only today are the accomplishments and
sacrifices of our veterans being fully appre-
ciated by historians and the public. These
genuine heroes have often been ignored and
denied their proper place in America’s melting
pot. We need to remember that America owes
these men and women the best it can offer
because they have given us the best they
could when America was in need.

Mr. Speaker, I am fortunate to have The
Houston Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center located in my congressional dis-
trict. Having just celebrated fifty years of serv-
ice to the veterans in the Houston community.
Some 1,646,700 veterans live in the State of
Texas alone. The House VA Medical Center
expects to receive and serve over 50,000 vet-
erans in this year alone. I expect this measure
to improve the quality of life for all our vet-
erans who so proudly served our nation.

Mr. Speaker this bill is important not only
because it provides for the needs of our vet-
erans today but because it sends an important
signal to the men and women serving our na-
tion in places like Bosnia, Kosovo, Germany,
Korea, Japan and other far off places around
the world. That message is simple, that when
you serve our nation we will answer the plea
of President Lincoln ‘‘to care for him who shall
have borne the battle.’’

I urge my colleague to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R.
2116 and care for the men and women who
have borne the battle.
f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN DORREN-
BACHER—A GREAT AMERICAN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that I wish to take this moment to
recognize the remarkable life and significant
achievements of a leading civic servant, John
Dorrenbacher. Tragically, John died in his
home Monday, November 8, 1999. While fam-
ily, friends and colleagues remember the truly
exceptional life of John, I, too, would like to
pay tribute to this remarkable man.
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For the last 18 years, John ran the com-

puters and books for the Colorado Republican
Party. In his time at the party, he was a pio-
neer of the mailing list. In the earliest days of
computers, he mastered integrating informa-
tion to create better mailing lists. With this ad-
vancement, those who John served were able
to do targeted mailings, therefore better con-
tacting constituents and ultimately, better serv-
ing the people. There may not be a Colorado
Republican in legislative or statewide office
today who wasn’t helped by a mailing list gen-
erated by John. Amazingly, John managed to
serve five very different Republican chairman.
In addition, he once served as Boulder County
GOP chairman.

Although his professional accomplishments
will long be remembered and admired, most
who knew him well will remember John
Dorrenbacher, above all else, as someone
who loved his country and had a deep faith in
our democracy. It is clear that the multitude of
those who, like me, have come to know John
as a friend will be worse off in his absence.
However, Mr. Speaker, I am confident that, in
spite of this profound loss, the family and
friends of John Dorrenbacher can take solace
in the knowledge that each is a better person
for having known him.
f

TRIBUTE TO MRS. DAISY BATES

HON. EARL F. HILLIARD
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
with a great sense of twoness—one as an Af-
rican American and another as an American to
honor death of my mentor and friend, Mrs.
Daisy Bates. Her death last Friday comes pre-
maturely as we honor Congressional Gold
Medals to the men and women, known as the
Little Rock Nine, that she shepherded into
Central High School against the will of a racist
Governor and white neighbors. She worked for
many years in the NAACP and with the Demo-
cratic National Committee to educate and reg-
ister voters. In 1987, the City of Little Rock
paid tribute to her work by naming an elemen-
tary school in her honor. Her life is a celebra-
tion of progress and shows us how man in his
quest for justice, is determined and cannot be
deterred. Her sacrifices to tear down the walls
of prejudice and injustice through education
and voter registration will go ahead, whether
we accept it or not. Daisy Bates’ life, along
with the life of other Civil Rights Movement
heroes, showcases how overcoming racism in
this country has become one of the greatest
adventures of all time. But, it is an adventure
that must be overcome.

Today as I lift up Daisy Bates, I acknowl-
edge that there is new knowledge to be
gained, new rights to be won for the progress
of not just African Americans, but all Ameri-
cans. Whether this country likes it or not, there
will come a day when the position of pre-
eminence for the United States will not rest on
the human rights it has obtained for others
across the world, but the rights and dignity
she has bestowed upon her own citizens.

Our forefathers made certain that this coun-
try would ride the first waves of the industrial
revolution, the first waves of modern invention,
the first waves of nuclear power, and the first

waves of equality under the law. Unfortu-
nately, we have not yet ridden the wave for
equal justice and must struggle to once again
be a part of it and lead it. The eyes of the
world now look unto us for the banner of free-
dom and peace.

So, today, as I honor my mentor for her
work and undying courage, I challenge my
brothers and sisters across the world to begin
establishing their lives, like Daisy Bates as in-
struments of knowledge and understanding.
f

IN HONOR OF THE SOKOL GREAT-
ER CLEVELAND’S NEW ATHLETIC
FACILITY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
announce the grand opening of the Czech
Cultural Center of Sokol Greater Cleveland’s
new athletic, a state-of-the-art expansion to
the historic Bohemian National Hall.

After considerable planning and construc-
tion, the new facility opening this month will
provide a variety of health, fitness, leisure, and
cultural activities to everyone in the commu-
nity. In the tradition of the American Sokol Or-
ganization, the Czech Cultural Center of Sokol
Greater Cleveland’s new athletic facility will
provide Cleveland citizens with the opportunity
to strengthen both their physical and mental
character allowing them to enhance their cele-
bration of life and vitality. With membership
open to the community, this new facility is
sure to provide Cleveland citizens with an op-
portunity to cultivate a harmonious and total
person.

The Czech Cultural Center of Sokol Greater
Cleveland’s new athletic facility promises to be
a popular place for fitness enthusiasts who will
enjoy the volleyball, gymnasium, cardio-condi-
tioning area and strength training center. Addi-
tionally, the facility will serve as a center for
community development where both young
and older generations can display their abili-
ties and knowledge in dance and gymnastic
performances. In short, the health and quality
of life for everyone in Cleveland will improve
greatly with the opening of this new facility.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in rec-
ognizing dedication of the Czech Cultural Cen-
ter of Sokol Greater Cleveland for building this
new athletic facility for the benefit of the
Cleveland community.
f

EXPRESSING GRAVE CONCERN RE-
GARDING ARMED CONFLICT IN
NORTH CAUCASUS REGION OF
RUSSIAN FEDERATION

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 206. This res-
olution expresses the sense of the Congress
urging all parties involved in the conflict, to
cease the indiscriminate use of force against
civilian population in Chechnya. In addition

this measure calls on all sides in this conflict
to enter into a constructive dialogue under the
auspicious of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe. This group was
successful in brokering a settlement to end the
1994–1996 war.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, this region as once be-
fore experienced the horrors of war. As the
1994–1996 Russo-Chechen war resulted in
the massive use of force against civilians,
causing immense human casualties, human
rights violations, large-scale displacement of
individuals, and the destruction of property. In
recent months this conflict has been renewed
as forces in Chechnya have mounted armed
incursions into the Russian Federation of
Dagestan and have committed bombing in
Moscow.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress must insist that
all parties in this conflict resolve this situation
peacefully, with complete respect to the
human rights of all the citizens of the Russian
Federation. We must also insist that all parties
commit themselves to allowing humanitarian
assistance to the victims caught in the middle
of this conflict.

I urge my colleagues to lend their support
and the considerable weight of this body on all
sides involved in this conflict.
f

HONORING DON SCOGGINS

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a
privilege to rise today in recognition of Don W.
Scoggins, president of the Texas Eastman Di-
vision of Eastman Chemical Company in
Longview, Texas, who is retiring this year after
37 years of service at Texas Eastman.

Mr. Scoggins joined Texas Eastman in 1962
as a Mechanical Engineer in the Plastics Lab-
oratory. He has served as a supervisor, assist-
ant supervisor, assistant to the general super-
intendent, senior mechanical engineer, and
assistant superintendent of various divisions at
Texas Eastman. He also served Eastman
Chemical in Kingsport, Tennessee, in a variety
of capacities before returning to Texas East-
man as director of Administration. He was
named manager of Operations in 1989, be-
came a vice president in 1990 and was
named president in 1998.

Mr. Scoggins received a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering from the University
of Texas and is a Registered Professional En-
gineer in Texas. He serves on the Texas
Chemical Council’s Board of Directors and on
the Board of Trustees at Good Shepherd Med-
ical Center.

Texas Eastman’s influence on economic de-
velopment and community causes in Longview
has been enormous, and the employees and
administrators at Texas Eastman—like Don
Scoggins—have played a significant role in
those accomplishments. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to recognize Don Scoggins for his
contributions to Texas Eastman Division and
to his community—and to wish him well in his
retirement.

I am especially privileged in that Don’s
mother and father live in my hometown of
Rockwall. They are, like Don, strong and loved
members of the First United Methodist
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Church. They teach, direct, entertain, and lead
us in both the Sunday School class and in the
overall direction of our religious activities.

As we adjourn today—the last day of this
century that the United States House of Rep-
resentatives is in session—let us adjourn on
this signal day in respect and admiration for
Don Scoggins.
f

INTRODUCTION OF TWO BILLS TO
REDUCE TAXES ON SOCIAL SE-
CURITY BENEFITS

HON. JERROLD NADLER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join with Representative NITA LOWEY to an-
nounce the introduction of two bills to reduce
taxes on Social Security benefits. The first bill
would repeal the 1993 tax increase on Social
Security benefits. I have always opposed this
provision, and I believe that it is now time to
repeal this tax on our Nation’s seniors.

The 1993 economic plan imposed additional
taxation on the benefits of single social secu-
rity recipients with incomes over $34,000, and
on married recipients with joint incomes over
$44,000 by including, in each case, 85 percent
of Social Security benefits in taxable income.
At the time, proponents of the tax increase
said it was necessary to reduce to deficit. Re-
member the atrocious national debt had risen
from $800 billion in 1981 to more than $4 tril-
lion in 1993. The annual deficit, which was al-
most $300 billion a year in 1992, was pro-
jected to increase to $500 billion a year later
in the decade. We passed a tough economic
plan, the economy improved, and the deficit
was eliminated.

I believed it was unfair to tax seniors on
their social security benefits to reduce the def-
icit, and, therefore, I joined with Representa-
tive NITA LOWEY in offering a bill which would
have repealed the provision immediately and
taken other steps to reduce the deficit. We
demonstrated that you could still reduce the
deficit without increasing taxes on social secu-
rity benefits. Now that 6 years have passed
and the deficit has been transformed into a
surplus, it is more important than ever that we
abolish this unnecessary tax on seniors. So,
again, I am joining with Representative NITA
LOWEY to abolish this unfair tax on social se-
curity benefits. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill and work toward its swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, if we are unable to implement
this bill quickly, then the very least we should
do is adjust the 1993 income threshold to take
into account the rise in the cost of living. That
is why I am also announcing the introduction
of another tax relief bill for our seniors, which
should be implemented immediately. Again, I
am proud to work with Representative NITA
LOWEY to advance this effort.

This bill would ensure that we do not inad-
vertently tax more and more seniors with rel-
atively less income every year. Under current
law, the income levels that were set in 1993
were not adjusted for cost of living increases.
As a result, more and more people are having
their social security benefits taxes. This is un-
fair and unnecessary. So, this second bill
would require the 1993 level to be adjusted on
an annual basis to take account for the rise in

the cost of living. I am hopeful that we can
build strong bipartisan support for this legisla-
tion and work together to ease the tax burden
on our Nation’s seniors. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support these two tax cut meas-
ures.

f

THE TRAGEDY OF THE S.S.
‘‘LEOPOLDVILLE’’

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to take a minute to tell my colleagues and
the American People about a pitch-black night
on Christmas Eve in 1944 during one of the
darkest hours of World War II. A Belgian troop
transport, the S.S. Leopoldville, was sunk by a
German U-Boat, taking the lives of 802 Amer-
ican soldiers. The Leopoldville was part of a
crossing of the English Channel for the Battle
of the Bulge. 2,235 American Soldiers were
being carried to this historic battle.

The Leopoldville was torpedoed and sunk
51⁄2 miles from Cherbourg, France. The result
was a horrific loss of lives—almost one-third of
the 66th Infantry Division was killed. 493 bod-
ies were never recovered from the cold and
murky waters of the English Channel. Most of
the soldiers who died were young Americans,
from 18 to 20 years old, barely out of High
School. These young men came from 46 out
of the 48 states that were part of the Union at
that time.

Sadly, this tragic story has been a mere
footnote in the history books of World War II.
Their efforts to preserve and sustain Democ-
racy must be remembered. Their lives must
not be vainly forgotten.

Today, I ask my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans to join me in remembering and honoring
those who gave their lives that we might be
free today. The young men aboard the S.S.
Leopoldville, those who perished and those
who survived, were part of an American force
that advanced Democracy and forever
changed the world. They went because their
country called. They sacrificed because their
way of life was threatened. They rose to in-
credible heights of courage because their faith
and resolve mandated no less.

My friend and fellow-Mississippian, Sid
Spiro, was on the S.S. Leopoldville. Mr. Spiro,
after the direct torpedo hit, lowered himself in
the freezing water by a rope. And for three
hours he floated and waited for help. The
water was freezing and he nearly died. He
was 19 years old then. Today, he and other
survivors often gather to remember and com-
memorate their fellow Americans who died. I
am in awe of these men. And I want Sid and
all of them to know of my admiration and re-
spect.

These young men, forever part of our na-
tional memory, must be honored. We must
never forget. I salute the survivors of the S.S.
Leopoldville and I honor the memory of those
who gave their lives.

INTRODUCTION OF EXPEDITED
RESCISSION LEGISLATION

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing legislation today that will give the
President an important tool to control spending
by identifying low priority and wasteful spend-
ing that can be eliminated. The legislation I
am introducing today, known as modified line
item veto or expedited rescission legislation,
would strengthen the ability of Presidents to
identify and eliminate low-priority budget items
with the support of a majority in Congress.

Under this legislation the President would
be able to single out individual items in tax or
spending legislation and send a rescission
package to Congress. The President would
have the option of earmarking savings from
proposed rescissions to deficit reduction by
proposing that the discretionary spending caps
be reduced by the amount of the rescissions.
Congress would be required to vote up or
down on the package under an expedited pro-
cedure. Members could offer motions to re-
move individual items from the package by
majority vote if their motion was supported by
fifty members. The spending items would be
eliminated or the tax item would be repealed
if a majority of Congress approves the rescis-
sion package. If the rescission bill is defeated
in either House the funds for any proposed re-
scission would be spent or the tax item would
take effect.

This legislation embodies an idea which
many Members, both Democrats and Repub-
licans, have worked on for several years. Dan
Quayle first introduced expedited rescission
legislation in 1985. Tom Carper and DICK
ARMEY did yeomen’s work in pushing this leg-
islation for several years. On the Democratic
side, TIM JOHNSON, Dan Glickman, Tim Penny
and L.F. Payne were particularly effective ad-
vocates of this legislation for years. Numerous
Republicans, including Lynn Martin, Bill Fren-
zel, Gerald Solomon, Harris Fawell and others
made meaningful contributions to expedited
rescission legislation as it has developed.

Thanks to the efforts of these and other
members, the House overwhelmingly passed
expedited rescission legislation in the 102nd
Congress. In the 103rd Congress, JOHN
SPRATT and Butler Derrick worked with me to
refine the legislation. This revised legislation
was passed by the House in 1993. In 1994,
Representatives JOHN KASICH and Tim Penny
joined the effort and helped pass a strength-
ened version of this legislation. Since then,
Representatives BOB WISE, ROB ANDREWS and
others have advocated this approach. Today,
I am joined by DAVID MINGE, ROB ANDREWS,
COLLIN PETERSON, MARION BERRY, MAX
SANDLIN, RALPH HALL and ALLEN BOYD in intro-
ducing this legislation.

We have heard a lot of talk about elimi-
nating waste and pork barrel spending, but lit-
tle serious action to actually eliminate pork
barrel spending. In fact, the appropriations
bills passed by the House includes hundreds
of earmarks for spending items that were not
requested by the administration and have not
been subject to hearings or review. Senator
JOHN MCCAIN has identified more than $14 bil-
lion of spending items buried in appropriations
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bills that have not been subjected to the prop-
er review. Other private organizations have
identified even more earmarked spending in
the appropriations bills passed by Congress
which they believe can be eliminated. Instead
of subjecting these spending items buried in
the appropriations bills to scrutiny, the Majority
has proposed an across the board spending
that would cut good programs just as much as
we cut low priority and wasteful programs.

Forcing votes on individual items in tax and
spending bills will bring a little more account-
ability to the budget process. I hope that my
colleagues from both sides of the aisle who
are serious about controlling spending and
eliminating wasteful spending and special in-
terest tax breaks that cannot withstand public
scrutiny, will join me in cosponsoring this leg-
islation.

SUMMARY OF EXPEDITED RESCISSION
LEGISLATION

The legislation would amend the Budget
Control and Impoundment Act of 1974 to re-
quire Congress to consider Presidential re-
scissions of appropriations or tax items by a
majority vote.

The President could propose to cut or
eliminate individual spending items in ap-
propriations bills or to repeal targeted tax
breaks (tax breaks which benefit a particular
taxpayer or class of taxpayers, except bene-
fits based on demographic conditions).

The President would be required to submit
proposed rescissions of tax items within ten
days of signing the tax bill. Proposed rescis-
sions of spending items could be submitted
at any time during the fiscal year.

The President could propose that the dis-
cretionary spending limits be reduced by the
amount of the rescissions, but would not be
required to do so.

Within ten legislative days after the Presi-
dent sends a rescission package to Congress,
a vote shall be taken on the rescission bill in
the House. The bill may not be amended on
the floor, except that 50 House members can
request a vote on a motion to strike an indi-
vidual rescission from the package.

If the President’s rescission package is ap-
proved by a simple majority of the House,
the bill would be sent to the Senate for con-
sideration under the same expedited proce-
dure. Fifteen Senators may request a sepa-
rate vote on an individual item.

If a simple majority in either the House or
Senate defeats a rescission proposal, the
funds for programs covered by the proposal
would be released for obligation in accord-
ance with the previously enacted appropria-
tion, or the tax provision would take effect.

If a bill rescinding spending or eliminating
tax benefits is approved by the House and
Senate, it would be sent to the President for
his signature. Upon Presidential signature,
the spending items in the rescission package
are reduced or eliminated, or the tax items
in the rescission package are repealed.

f

TRIBUTE TO FRANCES L. MURPHY
II

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Frances L. Murphy II, publisher emer-
itus of the Washington AFRO-American News-
paper, and a great lady who has had major re-
sponsibility for this great asset to the city of
Washington and the communities surrounding

it. Her hard-hitting editorials and well written
stories provide the local African American
community with news and information that
cannot be obtained elsewhere. She has
trained and nurtured many young journalistic
talents, who have taken what they learned at
the AFRO to institutions as diverse as the
NAACP, the Washington Post, and African
Americans on Wheels magazine.

Ms. Murphy’s grandfather, John H. Murphy,
Sr., founded the AFRO in 1892. Her father,
Dr. Carl Murphy, was editor and publisher of
the AFRO-American Newspapers from 1918
until his death in 1967. But, Ms. Murphy did
not start at the top. She learned her business
inside out, starting as a library assistant, and
moved up the ladder to reporter, then editor,
magazine editor, and managing editor before
becoming publisher.

In addition to her work as publisher of the
AFRO, Ms. Murphy has spent much of her
time as an educator. She started in the Balti-
more schools in 1958, where she stayed until
1964, when she took her first position in high-
er education at Morgan State College. Until
She retired from teaching in 1991, she held
various teaching positions at University of
Maryland Baltimore County, Buffalo State Col-
lege, and Howard University. Her students
rated her a top professor, and said, as others
have said about her journalism, ‘‘She is tough
but fair.’’

Ms. Murphy is well known for her contribu-
tions to her community, having served as a
member of the National Board of Directors of
the NAACP and of the Board of Trustees of
both the State Colleges of Maryland and the
University of the District of Columbia. She is
on the board and serves as treasurer of the
African American Civil War Memorial Freedom
Foundation. She also is an active member of
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, where she is a
member of the flower guild, a lector, a mem-
ber of the Search Committee and president of
the Episcopal Church Women. All this from a
woman who has been a distinguished jour-
nalist and publisher and managed, as well, to
raise three children, and now to be grand-
mother to fourteen grandchildren, and great-
grandmother to two.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Murphy and her accom-
plished family are a quintessential family of
service and a source of great and enduring
pride to the entire Washington region. Like
thousands of Washingtonians, I count Frances
Murphy as a friend whom I greatly admire. I
ask my colleagues to join me in a well de-
served honor for the model life and career of
Frances L. Murphy II.
f

OUTSTANDING VETERANS DAY ES-
SAYS FROM DISTRICT STUDENTS

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to bring to the attention of my
colleagues, seven outstanding Veterans Day
essays by young individuals from the 3rd Con-
gressional District of Illinois. For my annual
Veterans Day Ceremony in Chicago, the fol-
lowing students wrote about what Veterans
Day means to them. I hope you will also enjoy
these essays:

VETERANS DAY

(By Katie Wiencek, Kinzie Elementary
School)

Veterans Day is a very important day. It is
the day when we remember the American
soldiers who have lost their lives in the
many wars. More than 58,000 soldiers died
during the Vietnam War. It has been called
one of the most painful periods in our his-
tory. But, America still had it good, after
all, we had ceased fighting and were trying
to rebuild South Vietnam by sending money.
America has been the ‘‘good guy’’ in almost
every war. This stereotype goes for not just
the government, but the people and soldiers
as well. I think they have a right to be re-
membered. It is our debt to them to have
this memorial for four of the many soldiers
who fought so hard for us. They need to be
noticed. This memorial is a ‘‘good thing,’’ as
Martha Stewart would say. I would say, it is
a very good thing.

VETERANS DAY

(By Rich Pala, Byrne Elementary School)
Veterans Day is a day all proud Americans

honor the men and women who served the
American Army. Some people fought and
died for what they believed was right. Some
went to war and many died for our country.
These are the true heroes of America, and
deserve all the respect of billions of Amer-
ican people. Without these brave men and
women, America would not be what it is
today. We owe everything to these men and
women, because they put the pride and honor
in America. They fought for everything
America stands for.

VETERANS DAY

(By Shaun Caulfield, Byrne Elementary
School)

Bring to mind images of brave soldiers
fighting for our country in war time, work-
ing in peace time, and trying to keep our
country free. Great soldiers come in mind:
General Washington, George Patton, Audie
Murphy, the less famous but not less impor-
tant vet. John Joseph Kunkes, my grand-
father, fought in Korea. He was missing from
action from his platoon for one month. He
was on his own staying alive on skills taught
to him by the U.S. Army.

Thinking about my grandfather’s adven-
tures makes me remember every veteran has
their tale to tell. It would be to our best in-
terest to seek out his story and appreciate
his commitments to his country and his
branch of service.

To some, Veterans Day is a day off of
school or work. But World War I, World War
II, Korea and Vietnam fighters make me
shiver. They fought in those wars and risked
their lives that makes them so great.

On Veterans Day, remember and pray for
courageous vets and honor them with the re-
spect and dignity they deserve. To all past,
present, and future veterans, remember we
are all behind you.

VETERANS DAY

(By Julian Ollry, Nathan Hale Middle
School)

Many brave men and women have given
their lives in wartime for our country. One
that was not so far in the past was the Viet-
nam War. The veterans of this war must be
especially honored for their valor and loy-
alty at the most crucial time in American
History.

This war was difficult for Americans be-
cause many of them disagreed with the war.
In 1973, the United States government had
agreed to stop fighting in Vietnam. When
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many soldiers returned from the hardships
during the war, seeing friends or relatives
die in battle, many Americans did not sup-
port them and many soldiers felt very
unappreciated. Veterans are now beginning
to be recognized by other foreign war heroes.
Veterans gather at the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, DC to place gifts
and stand quiet vigil at the names of their
friends and relatives who fell in the Vietnam
War. Families have lost sons and/or daugh-
ters in wars. Their thoughts and many oth-
ers are toward peace and the avoidance of fu-
ture wars.

Today, let us give thanks to these Vietnam
veterans and all the brave men and women
who fought for America. These soldiers are
our heroes. They gave their lives for us and
for the cause of freedom. May each and ev-
eryone be honored for eternity.

WHAT VETERANS DAY MEANS TO ME

(By Amanda Lally, Grade 7, St. Jane de
Chantal Elementary School)

Veterans Day is a very important holiday
in our country. It honors all of those who are
living and dead—who served with the US
armed forces in times of war. We owe so
much to those brave men and women who
fought for our freedom and protected our
country.

I am very proud to have family members
who have served for our country. My great-
grandfather fought in World War II. He was
captured by the enemy and became a pris-
oner of war, but he survived and came home.
My great-uncle fought in the Korean Con-
flict. They were both proud to serve our
country.

Without all of these brave men and women,
where would our country be? they put their
life on the line for all of us. We should not
only honor our veterans on this commemora-
tive day, but every day, because without our
armed forces there would be no peace or free-
dom.

To all of the people who have served for
our country, you make me feel proud to be
an American.

WHAT VETERANS DAY MEANS TO ME

(By Jennifer Gename, Grade 8, St. Jane de
Chantal Elementary School)

In my opinion, I think it is only fair to
have a holiday commemorating the men who
risked their lives to uphold the benefits and
principles of our country. They worked hard
to uphold our nation’s belief in freedom, and
they deserve to have a day of recognition.

Although Veterans Day is probably not one
of the most publicly mentioned holidays, it
has great meaning towards my family and
me. My grandfather served in World War II,
and thankfully survived unharmed. He, and
all the other men, worked day and night in
the midst of shootings, killings, and pain.
They didn’t know if they would ever get
through a day, let alone survive until the
end of the war. If this sort of endurance
doesn’t deserve a holiday, then I don’t know
what does. These men did so much for our
country, so that everyone would be able to
lead happy, safe lives.

So, to me, Veterans Day is a very impor-
tant holiday, because it helps people realize
what others went through to help the nation.

VETERANS DAY

(By William Matuszak, St. Rene Goupil
Elementary School)

Veterans Day is a time to remember and
honor men and women who have served in
the Armed forces. This holiday is celebrated
on November, 11.

Veterans Day is important to me for many
reasons. Both my grandfathers have served

in a war. One served in World War II and the
other in the Korean Conflict. It is not only
important to me, but to everyone, because
many families have served in armies and
have fought for their countries in war. Vet-
erans Day can also show people between
countries, because war is over and we can
celebrate that also.

Veterans Day is a very important day to
all. Men and women from all over the world
have fought for their countries in many dif-
ferent ways, and we honor them on this very
special day. We celebrate their accomplish-
ments and sacrifices. Veterans Day is a great
way to honor all who have died and all who
are still living that have served their nation
in the military. Let us keep all of the men
and women who are presently serving in our
military that God will keep them out of
harm’s way.

Mr. Speaker, I wish all of these fine authors
the best of luck in their future studies.
f

COLLEGE STUDENT CREDIT CARD
PROTECTION ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, on October
25, JOHN DUNCAN of Tennessee and I intro-
duced H.R. 3142, the College Student Credit
Card Protection Act. Madison Avenue and the
credit card companies have convinced our col-
lege students that getting a credit card is nec-
essary for a fun college experience. But upon
graduation, many of these young people find
themselves buried in debt. Just recently, the
House recognized the need to educate young
people on this issue by passing a bill to en-
courage high schools to teach financial lit-
eracy, including credit education. College by
college, state by state, this issue is being rec-
ognized as a serious problem that needs to be
addressed.

A recent report found that one-fifth of the
Nation’s college students are carrying credit
debts of more than $10,000. Seventy percent
of undergraduates at 4-year colleges possess
at least one credit card. One 19-year-old
sophomore student in the Rochester, NY area
who had no income recently attempted to de-
clare bankruptcy; he had accumulated a stack
of credit cards and owed the credit card com-
panies $23,000! In Knoxville, TN, one college
student ran up $30,000 in credit card debt in
just 2 years. Students are snowballing into
debt through the extension of unaffordable
credit lines, peer pressure to spend, and finan-
cial naivete. Low minimum monthly payments
and routine credit limits hikes add to the se-
ductiveness of plastic.

Even though many students with credit
cards have no income to pay the bills, credit
card companies are aggressively marketing
their cards to college students. Credit card
companies set up tables during orientation
week and outside college lunchrooms, adver-
tising free gifts such as t-shirts and mugs, to
sign up as many students as possible. Most of
the time, all that is required is a student identi-
fication card. For many students, they experi-
ence problems when they cannot afford to
make payments on their credit cards, which
ruins their credit ratings before they have even
entered the workforce. While many college
students are adults, responsible for the debt

they charge, the credit card industry’s policy of
extending high lines of credit to unemployed
or underemployed students needs to be exam-
ined.

This bipartisan legislation would compel
credit card companies to determine before ap-
proving a card whether any prospective cus-
tomer who is a traditionally aged full-time stu-
dent, can afford to pay off the balance. This
bill would limit credit lines to 20 percent of a
student’s annual income without a cosigner.
Students could also receive a starter credit
card with a lower credit limit, allowing in-
creases over time if prompt payments have
been made. Another provision would eliminate
the fine print in credit card agreements and
solicitations, where fees and penalties are hid-
den. This print would have to be enlarged. Fi-
nally, parents would have to agree in writing to
increases in the credit limit of cards which
they have cosigned.
f

HONORING GORDON WOOD

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with a great deal of Texas pride to recognize
an outstanding individual, Gordon Wood of
Brownwood, Texas.

In today’s edition of the Dallas Morning
News, the newspaper named Coach Wood,
the ‘‘Coach of the Century’’ as part of its 100
Years of Texas High School Football series. I
can think of no one more deserving. Coach
Wood not only led and inspired many young
people during his career but also brought
great achievements to several Texas commu-
nities.

‘‘Coach’’ was an important figure during the
formative years of my life, and he has re-
mained so. Early in his career, he coached in
my hometown of Stamford. He led our team to
two State championships, and I am proud to
have been part of his early success. He went
on to lead the Brownwood Lions to seven
State championships and won a total of 405
games in his 43-year career.

Coach Wood is a legend in Texas not only
for his coaching but for the way he has led his
life. To me, that puts him in the Ranks of Tom
Landry, Bear Bryant and Joe Paterno.

I wish to include in the RECORD a copy of
the article that ran this morning in the Dallas
Morning News.

This honor is a great tribute to Coach Wood
and his wife, Katharine, and I know there are
many folks who join me in sending them con-
gratulations and best wishes.

[From the Dallas Morning News, Nov. 17,
1999]

ALWAYS IN THE GAME—FOOTBALL, GORDON
WOOD STYLE, STILL ABSORBS COACH OF CEN-
TURY

(Kevin Sherrington)
BROWNWOOD, TEXAS.—Gordon Wood wears

hearing aids in both ears. He had a triple by-
pass in 1990, and five years ago a stroke
punched a few holes in his memory. He’s
working on his third artificial hip. He’s dia-
betic. A faint white web of scars runs wild
over his mottled face, the vestiges of 13 skin
tumors.

This is what can happen to you if you live
85 years.
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He can’t play golf because of the bad left

hip. He won’t play checkers anymore because
that’s what he was doing when the world
started spinning, and he walked into a rest-
room and couldn’t find his way out. A
stroke, the doctors told him. A woman came
to get him in the restroom and asked him to
step back with his right foot. He tried to
comply but stepped forward instead, right
into the toilet.

Checkers was fun, and he was good at it,
but it’s not worth it if it reminds him of
that. So now the only hobby he has left is
football.

This is what can happen to you if you
coach 43 years.

Or maybe this is what happens if you’re
Gordon Wood, the greatest coach in the his-
tory of Texas high school football.

A Dallas Morning News panel of college
coaches and sports writers chose Wood over
a group that included Waco’s Paul Tyson,
who won four state championships in the
1920s, and Abilene’s Chuck Moser, who won 49
consecutive games. Joe Golding got some
consideration at Wichita Falls, as did Ama-
rillo’s Blair Cherry.

Wood wasn’t a hard choice, though. He won
nine state championships, two at Stamford
and seven at Brownwood, which in the 40
years before he arrived had won only a single
district title.

He won 405 games overall, which was more
than anyone else in the nation when he re-
tired in 1985 at 71.

But, if you’re looking for numbers to de-
fine Wood’s greatness, you must know that
he is the only coach to win 100 games in
three different decades, and the only coach
who won state titles in three decades, as
well.

Those numbers indicate that he never lost
his enthusiasm for the game, never thought
he knew so much that he couldn’t learn
more, never won so much that he got enough
of it.

Not when he retired 14 years ago.
Not even now.
The numbers say a lot about Gordon Wood.

But, if you really want to know why he was
so great, you only have to go to a game with
him.

He is better-looking in person than in pho-
tographs. Pictures can’t capture his vitality
or regal posture, his warmth, his habit of ex-
tending both hands to someone in greeting,
or his habit of holding on to the hand of a
young person while he’s talking to him. In
most pictures, he looks almost sad, or, at
best, blank. They couldn’t be less telling.
Pictures can’t show the balletic movement
of a curious, inquisitive mind.

He is sitting in the press box of the sta-
dium named after him, talking about his of-
fense between bites of a ham sandwich.

Did you always run the Wing-T?
‘‘I have since the war,’’ Wood says.
He means World War II. He put in the of-

fense at the counsel of Clyde ‘‘Bulldog’’
Turner, once called the toughest football
player ever. But it was Turner’s old college
coach, Warren Woodson, who invented the of-
fense, the same one he used at Hardin-Sim-
mons and New Mexico State and Arizona,
and in the process was the only coach ever to
produce the nation’s top rusher four years in
a row.

‘‘Warren Woodson was one of the greatest
offensive coaches that ever was,’’ Wood says.
‘‘Cocky little devil, too. He watched us one
time and came up to me afterward and said,
‘Coach, don’t tell anybody you run our of-
fense. You did such a lousy job.’

‘‘Yeah, he was the best offensive coach I
ever saw.’’

He takes a bit out of his sandwich.
‘‘Sorriest defensive coach, too.’’
Warren Woodson is dead. So is Bulldog

Turner. They are great names lost to a

younger generation that wouldn’t know a
Wing-T offense from a wingtip shoe. Wood
knew Turner and Woodson, and he knows
Darrell Royal, who calls Wood ‘‘one of the
all-time great football coaches, regardless of
the level.’’ He is a friend of Bum Phillips,
who calls Wood the best coach he knows.
Bear Bryant told Wood’s son, Jim, that, had
he stayed at Texas A&M, ‘‘I would have
given your dad a heck of a run for the best
coach in Texas.’’

Wood knows Bill Parcells. Maybe you re-
member the story that came out a couple of
years ago, when Parcells took over as coach
of the New York Jets after going to Super
Bowls with two different organizations.
Parcells told reporters about the time he
coached linebackers for Texas Tech in the
1970s. They had 20 spring practices, and at
more than a dozen, he saw the same leathery
old man in a maroon cap with a ‘‘B’’ on it.
Parcells introduced himself and asked the
old man where he was from.

‘‘A little town down the road here,’’ the
man said.

‘‘Outside Lubbock?’’ Parcells asked.
‘‘No, a little further.’’
‘‘How far is it?’’
‘‘Well, it’s 21⁄2 hours one way.’’
Wood drove five hours a day to watch

Tech’s linebackers. He drove every day for
two weeks to learn something from a coach
half his age. Parcells said Wood had as much
influence on him as Halas, Lombardi, Noll or
Landry, and he thinks about him every sum-
mer when training camp starts, thinks about
the old man with more than 300 wins ‘‘driv-
ing five hours a day to find out something.’’

Wood has gone farther than that. Every
year, for 43 years, he has traveled around the
country to the American Football Coaches
Association meeting. He has lectured at
coaching clinics in 18 states, most of them
more than once. He spoke in Tennessee last
summer.

He went to Canada three times, in the
summers of 1967, ’70 and ’71. He was guest
coach for the CFL’s Winnipeg Blue Bombers,
coached by a man named Jim Spavitol, who
played at Oklahoma State and first met
Wood in the Navy.

After one of his summer trips north, Kath-
arine, his wife of 56 years, asked him what it
was like working with professional players.

‘‘They’re just overgrown boys,’’ he said.
He only had a few players who went on to

play professional football. The best probably
was Lawrence Elkins, the Baylor receiver,
his career ruined by injuries in the NFL. The
best set was the three Southall brothers—Si,
Terry and Shae—all quarterbacks, the sons
of his long-time assistant, Morris Southall.

Southall helped run the offense. In the
Wing-T, the Lions flipped the offensive line
to double their number of plays and simplify
blocking assignments. Wood told Royal
about it in 1960, when Royal invited him on
a trip to New York. Royal used the flip-flop
in 1963, when he won his first national cham-
pionship.

‘‘We ran more formations than most teams
run plays,’’ Wood says. ‘‘We’d run 36, 39, 42
plays a week in practice, and the second
team got just as many reps as the first
team.’’

And, always, the rules were the same.
‘‘Kid makes a mistake in practice,’’ Wood

says, ‘‘we run it over again.’’
Wood hates mistakes. He made a point in

his career of making players believe in them-
selves. He won a state championship his first
season at Brownwood, in 1960. He says that,
if you severely criticize a player at practice,
you have to make sure you do something to
build him up again.

But it is his obsessive perfectionism that
drives him. He watches anxiously from a
press box cubicle as the Lions play host to

Joshua, a heavy underdog. He talks until a
play starts and then stops talking until it’s
over. If the play is a success for Brownwood,
he might say nothing, most likely picking up
his speech where he left off. If the play fa-
vors Joshua, it might give him fits.

Like, say, a 10-yard burst on a trap play by
Joshua.

‘‘You go back to our state championship
teams,’’ he says, irritated, ‘‘and see how
many zeroes it has there for what the other
teams scored.’’

He is up from his press box seat, talking to
someone about how in the world Joshua can
be moving the ball at all when he suddenly
realizes that the Joshua band is playing.

‘‘Did they score?’’ he asks, incredulous.
Forty-one-yard field goal, someone says.

Makes it 21–3, Brownwood.
‘‘Gaw-dang,’’ Wood says.
He settles down and goes back to talking

about offense. He got plays everywhere. He’d
see something in a college game on Saturday
afternoon and put it in the game plan Sun-
day night.

He has spoken at so many clinics that
most of what he says seems as if he were
reading it off the walls of a locker room.

On a coach who wouldn’t leave his team for
a week: ‘‘If you can’t leave for four days,
you’ve got a poor group of assistant coaches.
And if you leave for four days, the kids will
listen to you more when you come back.’’

On the variety of offenses available: ‘‘It
doesn’t make a dang what you line up in; it’s
what you do after you get there.’’

On his coaching philosophy: ‘‘It’s not the
big things that beat you; it’s a million little
things.’’

The little things might surprise you. He
watched a coach in practice one day and no-
ticed that, on every offensive play, he put
the ball down on a yard line. Wood couldn’t
believe it. How often does that happen in a
game? Move the ball around, he told them.
Make the players look to see where the ball
is, and maybe they won’t draw foolish pen-
alties for lining up offsides.

His assistants knew what he wanted.
Southall, the only assistant over elected
president of the Texas High School Coaches
Association, worked for him 31 of his last 38
years in coaching.

Southall left him only a couple of times,
once to be head coach at Winters after Wood
left from Stamford, where he won state
championships in 1955 and ’56.

‘‘If I’d had him at Stamford . . .’’ Wood
says of Southall and stops in mid-sentence
when a ball bounces off a Brownwood re-
ceiver and into the hands of a Joshua defen-
sive back.

‘‘That’s two balls they’ve dropped,’’ he
says.

He shakes his head.
‘‘If I’d had him at Stamford,’’ he says

again, ‘‘I’d have won three state champion-
ships there. No doubt. He was the best quar-
terback coach in the state.’’

He thinks about the interception again and
winces.

‘‘That kills me when they do things like
that,’’ he says.

He sees mistakes everywhere. He watches
the Cowboys every Sunday. He is a friend
and ‘‘great fan’’ of Tom Landry, a reluctant
admirer of the impersonal Jimmy Johnson
and a defender of Barry Switzer.

But he is amazed at what happens on a pro-
fessional football field. He cites a play in a
recent game where Emmitt Smith fumbled
on a pitch.

‘‘You know why they fumbled and lost it?’’
he asks. ‘‘Damn poor coaching, that’s what.’’

He says he thought about writing Cowboys
coach Chan Gailey and telling him so. Wood
is big on writing letters. They appear occa-
sionally in The News and the Abilene Re-
porter-News, mostly defending teachers of
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U.S. Rep. Charles Stenholm, a former all-
state end for Wood at Stamford. Sometimes
he just writes to correct mistakes of any na-
ture.

He’d write Gailey, he says, but he’s not
sure it would do any good. He pulls out a
sheet of paper and diagrams his trademark
play, the power pitch. Any team that wanted
to beat his, he says, first had to stop the
power pitch. They’d run it 20 times a game
and never fumble.

Here’s why the Cowboys fumble, he says,
whether it’s Tony Dorsett or Emmitt Smith:
Coaches teach the running back to run at an
angle toward the line of scrimmage before
taking the pitch. Wood says they should
have backs run parallel with the line, which
would better allow them to catch the pitch,
then square their shoulders before they hit
the hole.

But wouldn’t the Cowboys argue that a
back gets to the hole faster if he runs at an
angle?

‘‘Might be quicker to the hole,’’ Wood says
tersely, his eyes returning to the field, ‘‘but
you aren’t gonna get to the hole with the
ball.’’

He stares straight ahead.
‘‘Just a fundamental mistake,’’ he mut-

ters. ‘‘S’all there is to it.’’
Asked his favorite college coaches, he im-

mediately cites Texas Tech’s Spike Dykes
and Texas’ Mack Brown. He is intrigued by
Oklahoma’s comeback under Bob Stoops,
he’s impressed by Kansas State Bill Snyder,
and he’s a great friend of Florida State’s
Bobby Bowden.

In his 1992 book, ‘‘Gordon Wood’s Game
Plan to Winning Football’’, he lists 36 coach-
es who have contributed to his beliefs, rang-
ing from former assistants to Bo
Schembechler, W.T. Staple, Gene Stallings
and a high school coach from Ohio named
Bron Bacevich.

Wood’s education in football seems funny,
considering how he started. His father was a
farmer outside Abilene who didn’t believe a
man needed much in the way of schooling.

‘‘If you get to third grade and can read and
write,’’ A.V. Wood told his eight children,
‘‘you’re wasting your time going to college.
You’ll just be a teacher or preacher, and
you’ll starve.’’

Gordon Wood was the only one of A.V.s
four sons to earn a high school diploma. He
went on to Hardin-Simmons and never
starved. But he didn’t get rich, either. The
most he ever made coaching and teaching, he
says, was $42,000. He had an offer in the ’50s
to be an assistant coach at Texas Tech, but
he didn’t like the travel required in recruit-
ing.

He and Katharine, who reared a son and
daughter, live in a little three-bedroom
house just two blocks from the high school,
the same place they’ve lived since the early
’60s, two doors down from Southhall. The day
that Wood retired, he fulfilled a promise to
himself when he bought a luxury car and the
best golf cart he could find.

He drove the car into the garage, and Kath-
arine told him it was nice. She also told him
she’d never ride in it.

‘‘There are too many hungry people in this
town,’’ she told her husband.

So he took the car back. He listens to
Katharine, as long as she’s not trying to send
in a couple of new plays. He says he probably
would have coached one more year, but she
insisted that he retire, and he reluctantly
agreed.

‘‘It was time for me to quit,’’ he says.
He sounds sincere. But he still has a radio

program on Thursday evenings to talk about
high school football, still has coffee with
friends to talk about it. He watches it on tel-
evision, reads about it in newspapers, visits
coaches and players.

And, nearly every week, he goes to a game.
‘‘I enjoy watching,’’ he says. ‘‘I really do.’’

Most of the time, anyway. With five min-
utes left in the Joshua game, he gets up to
leave the press box and beat the rush. Brown-
wood is up, 35–6, and sitting on Joshua’s goal
line.

At one of the exits, he says to hold up a
second. ‘‘Let’s see if they score,’’ he says.

As if on cue, a Brownwood player is flagged
for illegal motion.

‘‘Aw, crap,’’ Wood says, and turns for the
parking lot.

Mistakes kill him, and always did. ‘‘I’d die
if we had two or three penalties a game,’’ he
says.

Mistakes kill him, but he says he didn’t
make one by staying at Brownwood all those
years. Katharine had put it in perspective
earlier. ‘‘You take Tom Landry and Spike
Dykes and Grant Teaff and Hayden Fry,’’ she
said. ‘‘They’re all great coaches, but they
were all just kids who played high school
football in Texas.’’

And Gordon Wood was a Texas high school
football coach, the best ever, his peers say.

Even an old perfectionist couldn’t beat
that.

‘‘I wouldn’t change anything,’’ he says
softly, sitting in his driveway in his sensible
sedan. ‘‘No.’’

f

HONORING RONALD R. ROGERS AS
HE IS INSTALLED AS GRAND
MASTER OF THE GRAND LODGE
OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MA-
SONS IN OHIO

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Ronald R. Rogers, a constituent,
who recently became Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
for 1999–2000.

Mr. Rogers has an extensive Masonic
record. He began his Masonic career as Mas-
ter Councilor of Ivanhoe Chapter of the Order
of DeMolay. He received his Chavalier Degree
in 1952 and was awarded the Active Legion of
Honor in 1976. He became a Master Mason in
Norwood Lodge No. 576 in 1972. Before be-
coming Grand Master, Mr. Rogers was elected
Junior Grand Warden in 1996, Senior Grand
Warden in 1997, and Deputy Grand Master in
1998.

A Cincinnati native, Mr. Rogers is a grad-
uate of Norwood High School and received his
B.A. from the University of Cincinnati. He
worked for Clayton L. Scroggins, a manage-
ment consulting firm in Cincinnati, for 35
years. Mr. Rogers is the proud father of a
daughter, Robin, and the proud grandfather of
a granddaughter, Leslie.

Active in his community, Mr. Rogers is a
member of the Forest Chapel United Meth-
odist Church. He has served Forest Chapel as
Chairman of Finance, Chairman of Music and
a member of the Administrative Board. He
sang in the Forest Chapel Chancel Choir and
also served as its president. Mr. Rogers is a
past Area Financial Officer of United Way and
past President of the Forest Park Band Boost-
ers.

We congratulate Ronald Rogers on his posi-
tion as Grand Master, and wish him every
success during his tenure.

COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE
COMPETITION AND PRIVATIZA-
TION ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM BLILEY
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of H.R. 3261. I am pleased that today we will
pass on suspension in bipartisan fashion our
satellite reform and privatization legislation,
H.R. 3261. The fact that we will pass this deci-
sively and that no one has indicated he or she
will vote against this bill indicates the wide-
spread support in the House for this legisla-
tion. It is high time to end the current cartel-
like ownership and management structure of
INTELSAT and Inmarsat. They must not only
be privatized, they must be privatized in a pro-
competitive market. We must eliminate their
privileges and immunities, warehoused orbital
locations or frequencies, and limit their ability
to use their governmental privileges to expand
their services and assets pending privatization.
There is no reason for government to be pro-
viding commercial communications services.
We must also replace monopoly control with
competition and provide full direct access in
the United States to INTELSAT and Inmarsat.

As the author and manager of this legisla-
tion, I think it is important to specify what will
be the legislative history for H.R. 3261. With
the exception of section 641, the deletion of
old section 642, the addition of section 649,
and several date related changes, H.R. 3261
is identical to the bill the House passed on
May 6, 1998, H.R. 1872. We have put this leg-
islation on the suspension calendar because
Members already voted for the same text year
by a margin of 403 to 16. Because most of the
bill is identical to last year’s bill, it is unneces-
sary to go through the Committee hearing and
report process again this year. Thus, no report
will be filed with H.R. 3261. Instead, we intend
that the Committee report for H.R. 1872 (See
House Rpt. 105–494), the record for the legis-
lative hearing held on September 30, 1997,
and the floor debate on H.R. 1872, in relevant
part, be used as legislative history for H.R.
3261.

What follows is a specific discussion of
changes that have been made in H.R. 3261
when compared to H.R. 1872, which, when
taken together with the H.R. 1872 legislative
history discussed above, will serve as the leg-
islative history for H.R. 3261.

Section 601(b)(1) advances the dates for
the privatization of INTELSAT and Inmarsat,
respectively, from January 1, 2002 to April 1,
2001, for INTELSAT, and from January 1,
2001 to April 1, 2000, for Inmarsat. The rea-
son for this change is that it has become clear
that the long transition periods provided in
H.R. 1872 are no longer necessary. Both or-
ganizations have taken some steps toward
some form of privatization. For example,
Inmarsat moved to end its intergovernmental
status, although it still has not proceeded with
an initial public offering of its stock. Moreover,
the INTELSAT Assembly of Parties an-
nounced some steps which could move
INTELSAT in the direction of privatization.

Section 602(a)(1)(A) and section 621(1) also
have been changed to reflect the new dates
set out in section 601(b)(1). Similarly, the
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dates set out in 603(b) for the Federal Com-
munications Commission to make annual find-
ings and report to Congress on INTELSAT’s
progress toward privatization have been ad-
vanced to reflect the fact that longer transition
periods are not needed. Thus, the first Com-
mission finding is required on or before Janu-
ary 1, 2000.

Furthermore, given the fact that over a year
has elapsed since passage of H.R. 1872, the
number of annual findings has been reduced
from four to three, with the second finding of
H.R. 1872 now included in the first annual
finding, as set out in section 603(b)(2). The
last finding is due January 1, 2002, which is
later than the April 1, 2001 date established
for INTELSAT privatization. It may be appro-
priate to make the FCC finding date the same
as the privatization date of April 1, 2001 at the
next stage in the legislative process.

Finally, there have been changes in the
dates by which the privatized INTELSAT and
Immarsat must conduct initial public offerings
of their shares; from January 1, 2001 to April
1, 2001 for INTELSAT, and from January 1,
2000 to April 1, 2000 for Inmarsat.

Section 624 deals specifically with Inmarsat.
While there already have been some changes
in the Inmarsat structure and some provisions
of this section may need to be adjusted, such
as the reference to the Inmarsat Signatory,
this section is still applicable. While Inmarsat
has conducted what it deems to be a privat-
ization, that privatization has not been con-
ducted in a pro-competitive manner.

Section 641 of H.R. 3261 ends the monop-
oly of COMSAT over access to the U.S. mar-
ket for INTELSAT services. The Commission
is to comply with section 641, by adopting or-
ders ensuring the full implementation of all
forms of direct access as provided in section
641(a).

Section 641 of H.R. 1872 dealt with various
issues raised by ending COMSAT’s exclusive
access to INTELSAT and Inmarsat. We do not
believe it necessary for the new section 641 to
address these issues. First, given the changes
at Inmarsat, and the provisions of other parts
of the legislation dealing with Inmarsat, such
as section 624(1), there is no need to specify
direct access to Inmarsat in the new section
641. Second, it is appropriate to permit both
non-investment, or contract, direct access
(also known as Level 3) and investment (also
known as Level 4) direct access to INTELSAT
immediately upon the effective date of this leg-
islation. All such direct access is in the public
interest. It will increase competition for access
to INTELSAT services and lower prices for
consumers of INTELSAT services.

The Commission currently has the authority
to pursue contract or Level 3 direct access. As
was the case with respect to H.R. 1872, by in-
cluding provisions on direct access in H.R.
3261, we do not intend to imply that there is
a need to amend any provision of the Commu-
nications Satellite Act of 1962 to provide for
direct access.

There are several other differences between
H.R. 3261 and H.R. 1872 in section 641 re-
garding direct access. First, H.R. 3261 does
not provide for or specifically authorize any
signatory support costs. This is a change from
H.R. 1872, which permitted compensation to
INTELSAT signatories for support costs that
the signatories would not otherwise be able to
avoid under a direct access regime. Second,
H.R. 3261 does not limit the ability of non-U.S.

signatories of INTELSAT to provide direct ac-
cess in the United States. Thus the sections of
H.R. 1872 dealing with signatory fees and for-
eign signatories, along with section
641(1)(A)(iii) regarding carrier pass through of
savings realized as a result of direct access,
were deleted.

H.R. 3261 does not grant the Commission
authority to impose a signatory fee or limit di-
rect access by foreign signatories nor should
the statement indicating that the Commission
has authority to implement direct access be in-
terpreted as meaning that the Commission
has the authority to impose signatory fee or
limit direct access by foreign signatories.

New section 641 also does not direct the
Commission to take action on COMSAT’s peti-
tion to be treated as a non-dominant common
carrier because the FCC already has acted on
this petition. Furthermore, section 641(4), stat-
ing that direct access regulation would be
eliminated after a pro-competitive privatization
of INTELSAT or Inmarsat is achieved was un-
necessary and thus was deleted.

H.R. 3261 does not include an equivalent of
section 642 of H.R. 1872 dealing with the re-
negotiation of monopoly contracts, which is
also known as ‘‘fresh look.’’ The sections of
H.R. 3261 following section 641 were renum-
bered to reflect the deletion of old section 642.

New section 649 is intended to prevent
U.S.-licensed international carriers and sat-
ellite operators from using leverage they may
have in foreign markets to exclude other U.S.-
licensed international carriers and satellite op-
erators from gaining access to those foreign
markets. The effect of Section 649 is to apply
this policy to all foreign satellite operators
seeking to do business in the United States.
Exclusive market access is a critical barrier to
the provision of competitive satellite services
by United States companies.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation.
f

CONGRATULATING SOUTH GRAND
PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL

HON. MARTIN FROST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I want to con-
gratulate South Grand Prairie High for winning
one of 13 New American High School awards
from the Department of Education. This des-
ignation recognizes South Grand Prairie’s tre-
mendous efforts in raising academic standards
and student achievement.

South Grand Prairie is a diverse high school
of over 2,400 students. It reflects the changing
demographics of the surrounding community,
half of the student body comes from minority
backgrounds. In 1996, South Grand Prairie
undertook an extensive reform program to
raise academic performance by the school’s
‘‘middle majority,’’ the large segment of the
student body whose needs were not entirely
being met. The high school created a full-
academy model that incorporates Advanced
Placement-level curricula with career-oriented
programs.

Students at South Grand Prairie pursue a
rigorous academic program in an area that
best suits them—Business and Computer
Technology, Creative and Performing Arts,

Health Science and Human Services, Human-
ities or Law, and Math, Science and Engineer-
ing. This allows students to raise their per-
formance by capitalizing on their interests.

South Grand Prairie has enlisted the entire
community in this effort. They have formed
partnerships with local middle schools and
area colleges. An Academic Advisory Board
comprised of students, teachers, and promi-
nent local business and industry leaders, has
been formed to develop a curriculum and as-
sessments of the program. And the Chamber
of Commerce participates in a teacher-shad-
owing program which allows educators to un-
derstand the skills needed in the vocational
areas in which they are teaching.

The results of this innovative program have
been remarkable. South Grand Prairie has
raised its students passage rate on Texas’
state math exam by 18 percent. South Grand
Prairie students pass the state’s reading test
at a 24 percent higher rate than the state av-
erage, and the school has higher SAT scores
and rates of college enrollment than the
state’s average.

Clearly, South Grand Prairie’s academic re-
forms have been a success, the school is
highly deserving of the New American High
School award. If South Grand Prairie rep-
resents the future in American education, the
future looks bright indeed. Congratulations to
Principal Roy Garcia and all of South Grand
Prairie’s students, faculty, and parents. Your
school is a model for all of America’s high
schools and you have made North Texas
proud. I am pleased to be able to join South
Grand Prairie officials at their White House
award ceremony this Friday.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 5TH AN-
NUAL COVENANT HOUSE WASH-
INGTON CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the Covenant House Candlelight
Vigil, where I will speak on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 4, 1999. The Vigil is a national event held
every year in early December in some 20 cit-
ies across the country. The Candlelight Vigil
symbolizes community hope for the well being
of all our children and highlights the plight of
homeless, runaway, and at-risk children.

The Vigil in Washington alone has 3,000
concerned adults and youth marching, bearing
candles and flashlights in support of youth.
They will march shoulder to shoulder for a
quarter of a mile to the Covenant House
Washington Community Service Center, set-
ting a tone of joy, solidarity, commitment, and
hope. Similar rallies are held simultaneously at
Covenant House sites across the country.

Since its inception in 1995, Covenant House
Washington has invested over $13 million of
private funding in our youth. They have given
hundreds of youth a hand up by providing
food, shelter, tutoring, life skills, job training,
legal representation, and positive recreational
opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join
me in honoring Covenant House Washington
and their commitment to our most vulnerable
young people and in recognizing the 1999
Covenant House Washington Candlelight Vigil.
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HONORING THE WORK OF MIKE

WOODS

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Mike Woods and his more than 25
years of work as city clerk for the town of
Smyrna, Tennessee. Mike’s tenure will soon
come to an end. He has decided to retire on
November 30.

As clerk, Mike has seen Smyrna grow from
a small community with an annual budget of
$500,000 dollars and 27 employees to being
one of Tennessee’s fastest growing cities with
a population of more than 20,000, a current
budget of more than $25 million dollars and
over 300 employees.

Mike worked hard, along with former Mayor
Sam Ridley, to make Smyrna the home of Nis-
san Motor Manufacturing U.S.A., which has al-
most 6,000 workers. His vision and invaluable
experience have served Smyrna well, and the
city has been recognized with numerous state
and national awards. Mike truly exemplifies
the best of public service and will be sorely
missed in city government.

I have known Mike since he first began his
tenure in Smyrna and consider him a close
friend. He has given me lots of good advice
over the years, and I thank him for that. I con-
gratulate Mike for his admirable and distin-
guished career and wish him the best of luck
in future endeavors.

f

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
DIABETES

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL F. HILLIARD
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
call for increased congressional spending to
continue the research now progressing to
seek a cure for diabetes. This devastating dis-
ease affects every family in America—my own
brother is a victim of diabetes. The results of
the disease are too numerous to count, but in-
clude blindness, loss of limbs, even shock re-
sulting at times in death. At this time in our
history, the incidence of diabetes in our popu-
lation appears to be increasing.

We have made many strides in the treat-
ment of diabetes, but much more needs to be
done. It is very possible that in the near future
we will be able to regenerate damaged beta
cells in the pancreas, the cells which normally
produce insulin. Alternatively, we may soon be
able to generate new beta cells; in either
case, it appears we will actually be able to
cure the disease.

At this point in the process, we need to
make an absolute commitment to this struggle
to end this devastating disease. I commit my-
self and my vote to increasing spending on di-
abetes to an amount which will be sufficient
for our scientists to accomplish this high goal.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
WALTER PAYTON AND EXPRESS-
ING CONDOLENCES OF THE
HOUSE TO HIS FAMILY ON HIS
DEATH

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to strongly support this measure that
recognizes a true sports hero and legend,
Walter Payton.

Payton died of bile duct cancer at age 45.
He is survived by his wife, Connie; his daugh-
ter, Brittney; and his son, Jarrett.

But it is not his death that lingers in our
minds. It is his way of life that fills our memo-
ries and our hearts.

As a member of the Chicago Bears, Walter
Payton stretched athleticism past the bounds
of our imaginations. He bulled and wove
throughout the football field with a creativity
that allowed brute force and artistic expression
to merge into one perfect moment.

Payton, the National Football League’s lead-
er in yards rushing (16,726) and carries
(3,838), was known for his durability. He
missed just one game in his 13-year career
with the Bears. And during that time, he
earned a Super Bowl ring. Payton retired after
the 1987 season, and the Bears retired his
No. 34. In the first year he was eligible for the
Pro Football Hall of Fame, he was a unani-
mous selection.

But we cannot limit his worth to mere statis-
tics and on-the-field achievement. Walter
Payton represented sheer perseverance.
Some would call Walter Payton the Cal
Ripken of football. I would suggest that Cal
Ripken is the Walter Payton of baseball. In-
deed, Payton is the very embodiment of the
term, ‘‘iron will.’’

His commitment to excellence and immense
endurance makes his death seem all the more
unbelievable. But Walter Payton did not lose
his battle with liver disease. He simply ran out
of time.

During an emotional, invitation-only memo-
rial service that drew about 1,200 people,
friends and family remembered Payton’s prac-
tical jokes, his passion for those around him,
his determination to be the best at what he
did, and his generosity.

The public also had its chance to say good-
bye during a ceremony at Soldier Field. Thou-
sands of Bears fans filed into the stadium,
many carrying signs in tribute and others
dressed in Payton’s familiar No. 34 jersey.

Yet, sports aficionados are not the only
members of society who claim Payton as their
hero. Any American, regardless of race or
gender, can identify with Walter Payton. The
consummate statesman, Payton carried him-
self on and off the field with dignity and class.
He achieved, yet, he always remained com-
mitted to his team—individuality was not his
style. It is because of his gentle and caring
demeanor that he truly earned his nickname,
‘‘Sweetness.’’ He was as sweet a person in
real life as he was to watch on the football
field.

And as an African-American, I am proud
that an African-American holds such an im-
posing NFL record. His rushing record shows

that anyone can achieve lofty goals, regard-
less of race. It is a record that will stand for
many years and will remain a testament to
Payton’s excellence.

Teammate Mike Singletary, one of five who
offered a tribute at Payton’s service, said if
Payton saw people crying he would say: ‘‘Hold
everything—I’m on hallowed ground. I’m run-
ning hills, I’m running on clouds. I’m running
on stars. I’m on the moon.’’

‘‘He affected so many people in a positive
way, not only through athletic prowess, but
through his generosity and for the way he
lived his life,’’ said Ditka, the coach of that
Bears team that went 18–1. ‘‘Yeah, it isn’t fair.
Forty-five years on this Earth, you should be
in the prime of your life. But I think it warns
us that tomorrow is not promised.’’

We will remember Walter Payton and his fa-
mous jersey number ‘‘34’’ that he wore first at
Jackson State and then with the Bears. We
also will remember Payton in his Chicago uni-
form with his trademark white headband.

But most of all, we will remember Walter
Payton for his pleasant smile, his warmth of
character, and his will to achieve.
f

IN HONOR OF ANDREW SHARP
PEACOCK

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
say farewell to a good friend and great leader,
Australian Ambassador, Andrew Peacock. Am-
bassador Peacock will retire from his duties as
the Australian Ambassador to the United
States. There will be a celebration in his honor
to commend him for his many accomplish-
ments and his lifetime service to his country
and to the world’s diplomatic corps.

Ambassador Peacock has had a brilliant ca-
reer and has succeeded in every endeavor, at
every level, and has done so with a joy of life.
His life in public service began at the young
age of 17, when he joined the Young Liberals
in his native country, Australia. In just a few
short years, his incredible leadership skills and
great wit carried him to the position of Presi-
dent of the Young Liberal Movement. Shortly
afterwards, Mr. Peacock became Vice-Presi-
dent and then President of the Victorian Divi-
sion of the Liberal Party. Andrew Peacock
made a great endeavor and entered Federal
Parliament in 1966. As a parliamentarian, Mr.
Peacock was instrumental in the nation’s for-
eign affairs and industrial relations for almost
30 years. He redefined the Liberal Party in
Australia and has proved his love of Australia
throughout his career.

Mr. Peacock came to the United States from
Australia in February 1997 after resigning from
the Federal Parliament. His accomplishments
here have been immeasurable and note-
worthy. Ambassador Peacock has helped pre-
serve the outstanding relationship between the
United States and our loyal ally, Australia. Re-
cently, Australia and the United States were
able to move side by side in the peace-keep-
ing efforts in East Timor, thanks to the envi-
able diplomatic skills of Ambassador Peacock.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring Ambassador Peacock for dedicating his
life to his native land of Australia, to the cause
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of human dignity, and to the cause of world
peace. Not only has Ambassador Peacock
proven to be a true hero in Australia but also
a great friend to the American people through
his great efforts as Ambassador. On a per-
sonal level, I am blessed to consider him a
friend of many years, and I will miss his pres-
ence in our nation’s capital. His laugh, his
charm, and spirit has touched this city in so
many ways. He has had a profound effect on
Australia, America, and the world. I wish him
well on all of his new endeavors.
f

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DUB HAYES

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor for me to rise today to pay tribute to an
outstanding individual and close personal
friend, James W. ‘‘Dub’’ Hayes of Whitesboro,
Texas, who died suddenly on October 3 of this
year. Dub was well-known and well-liked in
Whitesboro and Grayson County as a promi-
nent community leader who genuinely cared
about people. His influence will be felt for gen-
erations to come.

Dub was honored as Outstanding Citizen of
Whitesboro three times—in 1965, 1978, and
1994—a testimony to the contributions he
made to the life of his home town. At the time
of his death he was serving as a director of
the Grayson County College Foundation,
treasurer of Whitesboro Citizens for Excel-
lence in Education and a member of the
Whitesboro Economic Development Corpora-
tion Board of Directors.

He was an ardent proponent of education,
having served for 33 years as a Trustee of
Grayson County College and as past presi-
dent of the board. He served on the Board
from 1965, the year the school opened until
1997.

Dub also served as a charter member of the
Texoma Blood Bank Board of Directors, a
member of the Grayson County Airport Board
and the Texoma Regional Planning Commis-
sion, past president of the Chamber of Com-
merce, Rotary Club and Quarterback Club in
Whitesboro. Dub was active in the First Bap-
tist Church of Whitesboro, where he served for
many years as deacon, treasurer and Sunday
School teacher.

Dub and his brother, Ed, owned and oper-
ated a retail pharmacy business in Whitesboro
for 28 years. Dub also worked as a phar-
macist for 15 years at Wilson N. Jones Hos-
pital—and continued working until his death as
a relief pharmacist and consultant. Dub will be
lovingly remembered as one of those phar-
macists who was willing to get up in the mid-
dle of the night to fill prescriptions for those
who were sick.

He was a member of several professional
organizations, including the Grayson, Collin,
Cook Pharmaceutical Association, the Texas
Pharmaceutical Association, the Texas Society
of Hospital Pharmacists and the American So-
ciety of Hospital Pharmacists.

Born in 1925 in Whitesboro, the son of the
late James Albert Hayes and Ruth Cherry
Hayes, Dub graduated from Whitesboro High
School, attended North Texas Agricultural Col-
lege in Arlington and received his Pharmacy

degree from the University of Texas. He
served his county during World War II in both
the Pacific and European theaters. In 1949 he
married his wife of 50 years, Ruth Helen
Acker.

Dub is survived by his wife, Helen; three
children, Diane Hayes Gibson and her hus-
band, Mark; Dr. Jim Hayes of Dallas; and Bill
Hayes and his wife, Kelly; four grandchildren,
Laura and Robert Gibson and Sarah and
Charlie Hayes; brother, Ed Hayes, and his
wife, Pat; sister-in-law Marjorie Acker Laney
and her husband, Bobby; three nieces and
two nephews.

Mr. Speaker, Dub Hayes was a truly great
man who lived a life of devotion to his family,
his community, his church, and his profession.
He was a community leader who led an exem-
plary life—and he was loved by all who knew
him. We will miss him—but his memory will be
kept alive in our hearts and in our thoughts—
and his legacy will continue to be felt in
Whitesboro and Grayson County. Mr. Speak-
er, as we adjourn today for the last time dur-
ing this century, I ask my colleagues to join
me in paying our last respects to this out-
standing man and great American—James W.
‘‘Dub’’ Hayes.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE TELE-
HEALTH IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
1999

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
announce the introduction of H.R. 3420, the
Telehealth Improvement Act of 1999. As we
are learning, telemedicine services can dra-
matically improve upon the range of health
care services available in medically under-
served areas through the use of telecommuni-
cations technologies and services. Telemedi-
cine can improve the delivery and access of
health care services, and is especially useful
when a patient needs a specialist who is un-
available in his or her area.

By relying on technologies ranging from
interactive video, e-mail, computers, fax ma-
chines, and satellites, patients will be able to
communicate with their doctors and receive
the health care they need regardless of their
physical location. These telemedicine tech-
nologies can be used to deliver health care,
diagnose patients, read X-rays, provide con-
sultation, and educate health professionals,
among other things.

Telemedicine services reduce the cost of
health care by increasing the timeliness of
care, reducing emergency transportation
costs, improving patient administration, and
strengthening the expertise available to pri-
mary-care providers. Telemedicine services
also help to bring services to medically under-
served areas in a quick and cost-effective
manner, and can enable patients to avoid trav-
eling long distances in order to receive access
to health care.

While the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 in-
cludes a provision that provides for some
Medicare reimbursement of telemedicine serv-
ices, the Health Care Financing Administration
(HCFA) has interpreted it too narrowly and as
a result, has severely limited the services

which are covered. The Telehealth Improve-
ment Act of 1999 will clarify the intent of Con-
gress regarding Medicare reimbursement for
telemedicine services and increases telemedi-
cine access to medically underserved areas.
This legislation makes improvements to the
way telemedicine services are currently regu-
lated and reimbursed through the Medicare
program, and applies to rural, underserved,
and frontier areas, including areas designated
as health professional shortage areas under
the Public Health Service Act.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the
House to support and cosponsor the Tele-
health Improvement Act of 1999. We must
continue to provide access to health care to
underserved areas and provide adequate re-
imbursement to the hospitals and providers
that are currently providing these services.
f

HONORING THE LATE D.R.
MILLER, ‘‘MR. CIRCUS’’

HON. WES WATKINS
OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, today I pay

tribute to the late D.R. Miller, known as ‘‘Mr.
Circus’’ to those who knew him best, for his
decades of service to his fellow citizens, and
for his lifetime of providing laughter and fun to
children of all ages.

D.R. Miller was born on July 27, 1916, in
Smith Center, Kansas. But it was Hugo, the
town in Oklahoma’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict that serves as the winter headquarters for
his Carson & Barnes Circus, that D.R. called
home.

D.R. Miller passed away on September 8,
1999, in McCook, Nebraska—the very town
where D.R.’s father and mother took D.R. and
his brother to see their first circus, on August
24, 1924.

In 1937, after numerous business ventures,
D.R., his father and brother, founded the
famed Al G. Kelly Miller Bros. Circus, adver-
tised as the 2nd Largest Circus in America,
and toured the U.S. for years. When Ringling
Bros. abandoned big top tents for buildings in
1956, the Al G. Kelly Miller Bros. Circus be-
came the World’s Largest Big Top Circus.

After several business and personal set-
backs in the 1960s and 70s, D.R. roared back
with the Carson & Barnes Circus, which grew
and evolved into the 5 Ring Extravaganza that
continues to entertain and amaze children of
all ages.

In addition to his founding of two circuses,
D.R. gave of himself to make this world a bet-
ter place. D.R. served his country as a proud
member of the Army’s 273rd Artillery Division
during World War II. He founded the Endan-
gered Ark Foundation, a non-profit association
dedicated to the preservation and procreation
of endangered animals. He established the
D.R. and Isla Miller Scholarship Fund to pro-
vide scholarships to deserving Hugo High
School graduates. D.R. established the non-
profit Showman’s Rest Trust Fund to provide
plots, burials and proper markers for indigent
show people.

D.R. provided countless opportunities to cir-
cus artists and fellow dreamers. He was a
friend to all. In January, 1995, he was in-
ducted into the Circus Ring of Fame in Sara-
sota, Florida, with his wife and partner Isla
Marie Miller, who preceded D.R. in passing.
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D.R. Miller was an entertainer, a showman,

a family man, a veteran, and a model citizen
whose example of success and hard work
shine like a beacon for all Americans who as-
pire to improve their own lives and the lives of
others. D.R. Miller was believed by all who
knew him.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that today the House pay
tribute to Mr. Circus: D.R. Miller.

f

A TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL POLICY
FORUM

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my thanks to Israel Policy Forum.

Since its founding in 1993, IPF has been a
vigorous and effective advocate for Middle
East peace and Israel security. Few organiza-
tions have done so much to shape public atti-
tude’s about the peace process or to educate
decision-makers about the significance of
American international leadership.

On November 20th, the directors, members,
and friends of Israel Policy Forum will hold
their second Tribute Dinner. In addition to
celebrating recent progress in the Middle East
peace negotiations and welcoming Prime Min-
ister Ehud Barak, this event will also be an oc-
casion to recognize the outstanding contribu-
tions of several remarkable individuals.

Nathan Gantcher has devoted his consider-
able intellect and energy to the challenges of
business, education, and community service.
A towering figure in the world of finance, he is
widely respected for his exceptional profes-
sional skills and deep devotion to principle.

Robert Lifton has contributed to remarkable
range of fields, including law, real estate, en-
tertainment, finance, and health care. His per-
sonal commitment to American-Israeli relations
is evidenced by his leadership of groups as
the American Jewish Congress, AIPAC, the
Council on Foreign Relations, and many oth-
ers.

Norman Pattiz is the founder and Chairman
of Westworld One, the undisputed leader in
the radio industry, with some 7,000 affiliated
stations worldwide. His business acumen is
matched by a powerful commitment to quality
programming, and a creative understanding of
the media’s role in shaping a stronger society.
His devotion to promoting Middle East Peace
is prodigious, and he has pursued this goal
both through personal involvement with Middle
Eastern leaders and through tireless activism
in the American Jewish community.

Peggy Tishman is a nationally-recognized
philanthropic leader, whose devotion to the
Jewish community has been particularly inspir-
ing. She was the first President of the merged
UJA-Federation, where she helped lay a
strong foundation for the future success of the
organization, and where she demonstrated the
character and charisma that would make her
such an invaluable resource to a range of civic
endeavors.

I am very pleased to join in this special trib-
ute, to express my enormous pride in IPF’s
fine work, and to salute the examples of dy-
namic public advocacy IPF’s honorees and
leaders set every day.

CONGRATULATING ST. SAVA’S
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, It is with
great pleasure that I congratulate St. Sava’s
Serbian Orthodox Church in Merrillville, Indi-
ana, as it celebrates its 85th Anniversary as a
parish this Sunday. I would also like to take
this opportunity to congratulate Reverend
Jovan Todorovich on this glorious occasion.

On November 20th, St. Sava’s Serbian Or-
thodox Church will open its 85th Anniversary
celebration at 9:30 a.m. at the church. Rev-
erend Todorovich will begin with a liturgy, fol-
lowed by a blessing of a new icon painting,
and a Parastos, or ceremony for the dead. Be-
ginning at noon in the church’s small banquet
hall in Hobart, Indiana, the celebration will
continue with a Pomen ceremony, a wreath
laying, taps, and a service by the American
Legion in honor of all veterans from St. Sava’s
congregation. A banquet will be served at 1:00
p.m. in the main hall in Hobart. Entertainment
will be provided by Drina Tamburitza, and
Nikola P. Kostich will be the guest speaker at
this gala occasion. Nikola Kostich is an attor-
ney from Milwaukee and is the lead counsel
for the Serbian Republic and for the United
Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia.

A church of humble beginnings, St. Sava’s
Serbian Orthodox Church was founded in
1914 in Gary, Indiana by about 200 immigrant
families. Today, it is home to 625 families.
During the past 85 years, the congregation at
St. Sava’s has worshiped in five different loca-
tions and weathered a major disaster when
one church building was destroyed by a fire.
The history of the parish, from both a joyous
and sorrowful perspective, will be remembered
Sunday when the church celebrates its 85th
Anniversary.

The church’s roots go back to a group of
Serbian immigrants who first formed a choir.
In 1914, the choir members began meeting for
church services at a hall located near 13th Av-
enue and Washington Street in Gary. By
1915, they had built and consecrated a church
in Gary at 20th Avenue and Connecticut
Street. In 1938, a new church was built at
13th Avenue and Connecticut Street. The con-
gregation remained there until 1978, when the
church burned down. The congregation held
services at a hall located on their picnic
grounds in Hobart, while they raised money to
build a new church in Merrillville. In 1983, the
church broke ground at 9191 Mississippi
Street in Merrillville, and in 1991, the church
was completed and consecrated.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the parish family of St. Sava’s Serbian
Orthodox Church, under the guidance of Rev-
erend Jovan Todorovich, as they prepare to
celebrate their 85th anniversary. All past and
present parishioners and pastors should be
proud of the numerous contributions they have
made out of the love and devotion they have
displayed for their church throughout the past
85 years.

HONORING SOUTH POST OAK
BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the members of the congregation of
South Post Oak Baptist Church in my home
district of Houston, Texas for celebrating their
church’s 40th anniversary. The South Post
Oak Baptist Church family has been a pillar of
the community, effectively ministering to its
members for four decades.

South Post Oak Baptist Church was orga-
nized October 4, 1959 as a separate entity of
Almeda Baptist Church and was incorporated
in 1961. From its humble beginnings, the
church has been a viable point of spiritual ref-
erence for the community. Under the leader-
ship of Rev. Remus E. Wright, the member-
ship of the church has grown rapidly, from 300
in 1991 to more than 4,500 members in 1999.

Over the past decade Rev. Wright and his
wife Mia have worked to make South Post
Oak Baptist Church, ‘‘A Positive Place in a
Negative World.’’ Their endurance and tre-
mendous energy in addressing the needs of
South Post Oak Baptist Church’s congregation
have served their community well.

The youngest of nine children born to
Remus and Elizabeth Wright in Indianapolis,
Indiana, Rev. Wright answered the call to the
ministry during his mid-twenties, becoming an
Associate Minister at Grace Apostolic church.
He joined the Pentecostal Ambassadors and
recorded two gospel albums on which he
sang, wrote and produced most of the songs.
Upon relocating to Houston, Pastor Wright
found his home at South Post Oak Baptist
Church, guiding the church into its largest ever
period of growth. The Church’s focus has
been on the family; the responsibilities of men;
special needs of our senior citizens; and ‘‘real
life’’ programs for youth. Rev. Wright’s focus
on families is a major reason why he now de-
votes his energy to ministering to more than
2,500 families at South Post Oak Baptist
Church.

While Rev. Wright’s religious and spiritual
obligations have always been paramount, as a
community leader, he has undertaken his civic
duties with the utmost seriousness and pas-
sion, serving on several boards and organiza-
tions. He serves on two local high school
boards, the YMCA board, and is a volunteer
with LifeGift Organ Donation Program. He was
selected to serve as a Foreign Missionary and
Church Planter for the Southern Baptist Asso-
ciation in Zimbabwe, Africa. Most recently, he
became part of an on-going Summer Leader-
ship Institute Program at Harvard University
designed to strengthen faith-based programs
throughout urban communities in the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, South Post Oak Baptist
Church has much to celebrate on its 40th an-
niversary. The church has been a haven for its
community. Since its beginnings four decades
ago through the last 8 years of unprecedented
growth, South Post Oak Baptist Church should
be commended for its dedication to God and
commitment to the needs of its congregation
and surrounding community.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UNI-

VERSITY OF WISCONSIN’S FOOT-
BALL TEAM

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the University of Wisconsin’s
football team. This has been an exceptional
season for the Badgers in many respects.

For the second straight year, the Badgers
are off to play in a major NCAA Bowl Game.
The Badgers could go to the Rose Bowl, just
as they did last year, or to another major bowl,
depending on how other college teams fare in
the closing weeks of the season. On Saturday,
a beautiful and unusually balmy day at Camp
Randall, the Badgers sealed their ticket to a
bowl game by defeating the Iowa Hawkeyes,
41 to 3, and winning the Big Ten champion-
ship.

But securing the championship was not all
that was celebrated on Saturday. Before near-
ly 80,000 screaming Badger fans, tailback Ron
Dayne made history as he became the all-time
rushing leader in NCAA Division I football.
Ron Dayne has finished his collegiate career
with 6,397 yards—and is the favorite for win-
ning this year’s Heisman Trophy.

Ron Dayne’s historic record and going to a
major bowl game for the second straight year
are only part of the triumphant season. The
whole team created this championship. It was
particularly heartening to see the team come
together when Coach Barry Alvarez was either
coaching from his hospital bed or the coach’s
box while waiting for knee replacement sur-
gery.

The Badgers end the regular season with a
9–2 record. Congratulations to all the players,
students and fans at the University of Wis-
consin. I look forward to enjoying the Fifth
Quarter at the bowl game. On Wisconsin!
f

STOPPING ABUSE OF COMPREHEN-
SIVE OUTPATIENT REHABILITA-
TION FACILITY PROGRAM

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, one of the good
services in Medicare is the CORF (Com-
prehensive Outpatient Rehabilitation Facility)
program, where beneficiaries recovering from
an illness or operation can get a wide range
of quality rehab services.

Unfortunately, there appears to be a loop-
hole in the law allowing the establishment of
‘‘satellite’’ CORFs. In this scheme, doctors are
getting letters offering to rent part of their of-
fice for the placement of a therapist. The rent
offered is often sight-unseen and is far above
what is a reasonable rental rate. It is, in my
opinion, a violation of the anti-kickback laws
and is a way to get referrals that greatly drives
up utilization and costs for Medicare.

To stop this proliferation of services we
never knew we needed, I am introducing a bill,
with an effective date of today, to require that
all CORF services be provided at one site. I
submit a letter from the HCFA Deputy Admin-

istrator on this issue and on the steps Medi-
care is taking to avoid fraudulent utilization in
this area. The Administration is to be com-
mended for its efforts to prevent abuse in this
area—but clarifying the law will also be help-
ful.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN

SERVICES, HEALTH CARE FINANC-
ING ADMINISTRATION, DEPUTY AD-
MINISTRATOR

Washington, DC, Oct. 27, 1999.
Hon. PETE STARK,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. STARK: Thank you for your let-
ter to the Administrator regarding contracts
being mailed to doctors to open uncertified
mini-Comprehensive Outpatient Rehabilita-
tion Facilities (CORFs) in physicians’ of-
fices. I am responding on her behalf, and I
apologize for the delay in this response. You
also stated that you earlier copied the Ad-
ministrator on a letter you sent to the De-
partment of Health and Human Services’
(DHHS’) Office of the Inspector General re-
garding this matter. You are requesting that
the Administrator immediately put a halt to
the proliferation of these ‘‘satellite’’ CORFs.

I share your concern with the apparent
proliferation of satellite CORFs. Based on
the information furnished, the establishment
of satellite facilities is consistent with sec-
tion 1861(cc) of the Social Security Act (the
Act). Section 1861(cc)(1) of the Act states
that in the case of physical therapy (PT), oc-
cupational therapy (OT), and speech pathol-
ogy (SP) services there shall be no require-
ment that the item or service be furnished at
any single, fixed location. All other CORF
services must be provided at the site of the
CORF approved for Medicare participation.

It should be noted that although the Act
exempts these services from the single, fixed
location requirement, it does not exempt
them from any of the other CORF require-
ments. Since the CORF must make docu-
mentation available to the state survey
agency surveyor demonstrating that it fur-
nishes all services in compliance with the
CORF requirements, we would expect the
documentation at the CORF for services fur-
nished off-site would not be unlike that for
services furnished at the CORF. Also, state
survey agencies are not precluded from mak-
ing visits to the off-site locations as nec-
essary, to ensure that the CORF require-
ments are met.

Recently, a briefing on CORFs and out-
patient rehabilitation facilities was held for
Kevin Thurm, Deputy Secretary of DHHS. I
presented the Health Care Financing Admin-
istration’ (HCFA’s) program integrity action
plan based on analysis we had initiated with
the HCFA Miami Satellite Office. The plan
includes intensified medical review in tar-
geted areas, education of providers and fiscal
intermediaries, and increased reviews of off-
site locations. I believe these interventions
and the increased oversight will curb inap-
propriate growth of the providers until
HCFA is granted statutory authority to re-
quire that PT, OT, or SP be furnished at a
single, fixed location.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.
Sincerely,

MICHAEL M. HASH,
Deputy Administrator.

A TRIBUTE TO BILL SHIVELY ON
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. JIM RAMSTAD
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to one of our nation’s best and
brightest business leaders.

By any measure of merit, William C.
Shively, is a truly visionary business leader.
His hard work and pioneering efforts in the
area of financial management and commit-
ment to public service are absolutely exem-
plary—as well as an inspiration to us all.

Mr. Speaker, Bill Shively is retiring as Exec-
utive Vice President of the nationally recog-
nized Gelco Information Network in my Third
District of Minnesota.

Bill had the vision in 1992 to bring corporate
America’s soundest financial management
practices to the federal government. In his
book Best Practices, Bill Shively identified
areas for immediate improvement and re-engi-
neering. He targeted official business travel
within government since, in the corporate
world, travel is the third largest business ex-
pense behind payroll and data processing.

Mr. Speaker, in 1995 the federal govern-
ment was spending over $7 billion on official
business travel. Mr. Shively realized the gov-
ernment was spending unnecessary overhead
based on the outdated business processes
that governed federal travel.

The need for improvement in this arena, Mr.
Speaker, was the source for Bill’s vision to
create a business unit dedicated to identifying
improvements and recommending solutions to
save taxpayer money. The vision’s underlying
theme was to save taxpayer money through
the implementation of re-engineered systems
and processes.

Mr. Speaker, the Government Services Divi-
sion of Gelco was born on March 1, 1995 and
was comprised of Bill and one other em-
ployee. Since 1995, the business has grown
to close to 100 employees, supporting prod-
ucts and services utilized today within every
single federal executive agency within our
government.

Bill helped the Department of Defense
through the evolutionary stages of defining its
vision, leading to one of the largest non-weap-
on procurements—DTS.

Mr. Speaker, Bill Shively leaves a legacy of
public service that will be long remembered.
But, more important to Bill, he leaves a legacy
to that is sure to inspire his family for genera-
tions to come. Despite the impact of his vi-
sionary actions around the world, Bill Shively’s
No. 1 priority has been his family. Bill has
been a dedicated father of three sons and a
devoted husband to his wife, Betty.

Mr. Speaker, Bill Shively has done much for
his country. We must take the time to pay trib-
ute to great Americans like Bill, citizens who
share their special skills to make outstanding
contributions to their nation. Bill Shively may
be retiring, but he has improved federal proc-
esses and driven down costs to taxpayer—
truly lasting contributions that will benefit our
country for generations to come.

At a time when good role models are few
and far between, a time when people of integ-
rity are needed more than ever, Bill Shively is
a shining example of how to achieve success
in our personal, professional and public lives.
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Mr. Speaker, please join with me today to

honor William Shively for all he has done to
help others. We wish him and his family all the
best in his retirement and in all his future en-
deavors.
f

RESIGNATION OF NATIONAL FOR-
EST SUPERVISOR GLORIA FLORA

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, Gloria Flora, forest Supervisor of the
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest in Nevada
resigned last week, citing relentless ‘‘fed-bash-
ing.’’ Since becoming Supervisor of the largest
national forest in the lower 48 just over a year
ago, Ms. Flora has become embroiled in dis-
putes over grazing, endangered species pro-
tection, and road closures. One of these dis-
putes recently culminated in Elko County resi-
dents, including public officials, illegally re-
building a forest road without federal permits,
an act which in turn triggered a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service emergency listing of the bull
trout. At the forefront of these disputes are ex-
tremists whose radical anti-government stance
has translated into several instances of intimi-
dation and harassment of federal land man-
agers and acts of violence against public serv-
ants and property.

It is deeply distressing that public servants
who are administering and enforcing the law
are subjected to such hostile circumstances
that they are forced to leave their jobs and
homes. We should keep in mind that federal
land managers like Ms. Flora are charged with
enforcing laws passed by the Congress and
entrusted with public lands and natural re-
sources that belong to all the people of this
country.

For twenty years, the wise use movement in
its various forms—the Sagebrush rebellion,
states’ rights, county supremacy—has fo-
mented hostility and hatred toward officials en-
forcing the laws of Congress. Rather than per-
petuate the disregard and disdain for the gov-
ernment and its laws, I urge my colleagues to
use their good offices to create a climate of
decency and cooperation.

Mr. Speaker, while I deeply regret that Ms.
Flora has chosen to resign, I sincerely hope
that we take this opportunity to express our
support for her and for the many Forest Serv-
ice employees who share her concerns. I sub-
mit Ms. Flora’s letter to her fellow employees.

OPEN LETTER TO EMPLOYEES OF THE
HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NATIONAL FOREST

NOVEMBER 8, 1999

There is no easy way to say good-bye to a
group of hard-working, dedicated employees
and friends. But the time has come when I
must do just that. The best part of working
on this Forest is watching each of you per-
form your work so well. The results speak
for themselves in the outstanding land stew-
ardship and exemplary business practices
found on this Forest.

I have become increasingly troubled by the
difficult conditions that so many of us face
in the state of Nevada. We now accept as
commonplace unwarranted criticisms of and
verbal attacks on federal employees. Offi-
cials at all levels of government in Nevada
participate in this irresponsible fed-bashing.

The public is largely silent, watching as if
this were a spectator sport. This level of
anti-federal fervor is simply not acceptable.

It is not like this in other places! As you
know, I’ve worked throughout the Inter-
mountain West: Montana, Idaho, Utah and
Wyoming. Yes, there are arguments and
strong disagreements over land use policy,
but they usually stay within the bounds of
reason. As tensions escalate, others weigh in
with their opinions and the media does in-
depth investigative reporting. There is a
sense of balance. Outlandish words and acts,
regardless of the origin, are repudiated open-
ly by reasonable community members. Con-
structive collaboration and discourse are
recognized as the methods to resolve com-
plex natural resource issues. Yes, things may
get heated but all people have a voice.

The attitude towards federal employees
and federal laws in Nevada is pitiful. People
in rural communities who do respect the law
and accept responsibility for complying with
it are often rebuked or ridiculed. They are
compared to collaborators with the Vichy
government in Nazi-controlled France! Peo-
ple who support the federal government or
conservation of natural resources ask that
they not be identified for fear of retaliation.
When I speak against the diatribes and half-
truths of the Sagebrush Rebellion, I am la-
beled a liar and personally vilified in an at-
tempt to silence me. When I express concerns
for Forest Service employees’ safety, I am
accused of inciting violence.

This is the United States of America. All
people have a right to speak and all people
have a right to protection from discrimina-
tion. However, I learned that in Nevada, as a
federal employee, you have no right to
speak, no right to do your job and certainly
no right to be treated with respect. I could
go on and on with examples of those of you
who have been castigated in public, shunned
in your communities, refused service in res-
taurants, kicked out of motels . . . just be-
cause of who you work for. And we cannot
forget those who have been harassed, called
before kangaroo courts, or had their very
lives threatened.

It disturbs me to think that two million
people in this state watch silently, or worse,
in amusement, as a small percent of their
number break laws and trounce the rights of
others with impunity. Worse yet, there are
elected officials who actively support these
offenders. Those whose responsibility it is to
help us enforce the laws passed by Congress
and do our mandated jobs, always seem to
have a reason why action must be postponed.

The Jarbidge situation is just another ex-
ample of how certain elements would rather
fight and excoriate the federal government
than work towards a solution. These people
need an ‘‘evil empire’’ to attack. When a
member of the United States Congress joins
forces with them, using the power of the of-
fice to stage a public inquisition of federal
employees followed by a political fundraiser,
I must protest. This member and others con-
tinue to do this, and we, as an agency, be-
lieve that it is best to keep turning the other
cheek. Enough is enough. I am not pro-
moting conflict; I’m simply advocating that
our agency demands fairness and common
decency. It’s time to speak up.

But speaking up and continuing to work
here are not compatible. By speaking out, I
cannot provide you, my employees, with a
safe working environment. And to date, I
have not been able to convince others that
the current atmosphere is unacceptable and
requires a proactive response. I refuse to
continue to participate in this charade of
normalcy.

Equally troubling is our limited ability to
perform the mission of the Forest Service
under these conditions. As stewards for pub-

lic lands, entrusted with protecting and re-
storing natural resources for present and fu-
ture generations, we must be able to perform
those functions in a collaborative and coop-
erative manner. The health of the land is
paramount.

I am choosing to leave for my principles,
for my personal well-being, and so I can ac-
tualize my commitment to natural resource
management in a setting where respect and
civil discourse is the norm. I have no definite
plans and I am not seeking special treatment
from the agency. I will stay at least until
the end of the year to help ensure a smooth-
er transition to new leadership.

I leave you with my fondest wishes for con-
tinuing your excellent work and gaining the
fulfillment and respect that you all deserve.
As I told you when I first arrived, simply
demonstrate honesty, integrity and ethical
behavior and you will succeed. Thank you
for the tremendous support you have given
me, I couldn’t have asked for more from you.

Sincerely,
GLORIA E. FLORA,

Forest Supervisor.

f

TRIBUTE TO BRIAN LANCE
GOTLIEB

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize an upstanding member of our com-
munity who is being recognized by the Brigh-
ton-Atlantic Unit #1671 of B’nai Brith on the
occasion of its 1999 Youth Services Award
Breakfast.

Brian Lance Gotlieb has earned a well-de-
served reputation as a tireless fighter on be-
half of the youth in our community, and is
rightfully honored for his achievements by
B’nai Brith on this special occasion.

Gotlieb, who serves as the liaison to Inter-
mediate School 303 and Public Schools 90,
100, 209 and 253, is currently working on dif-
ferent ways to protect our community’s chil-
dren. As a member of the District 21 School
Board, he has initiated the process of identi-
fying unsafe streets throughout District 21 to
ensure the safety of all pedestrians. And,
throughout this school year, Gotlieb will be
hosting a series of Child Safety Programs that
will provide parents with free copies of their
children’s fingerprints along with Polaroid pic-
tures to present to law enforcement personnel
in the event of an emergency.

Further, as my Deputy Chief of Staff, Brian
Lance Gotlieb has served as my liaison to the
Board of Education and School Construction
Authority for the last three years. In addition,
he is primarily responsible for the intake and
resolution of constituent concerns in my Com-
munity Office located in the Sheepshead Bay
section of Brooklyn.

Gotlieb, who credits his late mother, Myrna,
with teaching him the importance of helping
others and being active in the community, cre-
ated the highly successful organization
Shorefront Toys for Tots in 1995. Founded in
his mother’s memory, Shorefront Toys for Tots
has helped bring Chanukah cheer to more
than 7,500 underprivileged children in the
Shorefront community.

As a student at the Rabbi Harry Halpern
Day School and its Talmud Torah High School
division, Gotlieb packed and delivered Pass-
over packages to aid needy senior citizens.
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Gotlieb strengthened his bond with the Jewish
community as an undergraduate and graduate
student through his involvement with the Jew-
ish Culture Foundation at New York University
and B’nai B’rith Hillel at the University of Flor-
ida, where he served as a Reporter for the
Jewish Student News.

Gotlieb is a member of Community Board
13 and serves on it’s Education and Library
and Youth Services committees. He also
serves his neighbors as a member of the
Board of Directors in Section 4 of Trump Vil-
lage and as an Executive Board member of
the 60th Precinct Community Council.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the members of
Brighton-Atlantic Unit #1671 of B’nai Brith for
recognizing the achievements of Brian Lance
Gotlieb, a tireless worker for the people of
Brooklyn and Queens.
f

CONGRATULATING THE PASCACK
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Pascack Historical Society on the
recent restoration of its museum, and for all
the work the Society has done to preserve the
heritage of the Pascack Valley.

The Pascack Historical Society Museum, lo-
cated in Park Ridge, New Jersey, is a wonder-
ful collection of artifacts depicting life in the re-
gion from the 18th Century through the early
20th Century. It is a popular destination for
tourists and natives alike, and is a treasure-
trove of archival information for scholars of
local history.

Special recognition must go to a number of
key individuals involved. The project was ably
guided by Historical Society President Kath-
arine P. Randall, Vice President Fracesca M.
Moskowitz, Secretary Ellen Kramer and Treas-
urer Richard Ross.

The renovation would not have been pos-
sible without the generosity of the late Ellen
Berdais, a long-time member of the Historical
Society who died of cancer in 1995, just after
the project began. In her honor, the annex will
be named the Ellen Berdais Hall. In addition,
the main museum building will be named in
memory of its longtime curator, Wilma Uder.

The museum is housed in the 19th century
former First Congregational Church of Park
Ridge. During the three-year, $275,000 ren-
ovation, the church building was substantially
restored and a dilapidated barn was replaced
with an 18,000-square-foot addition. Its exhib-
its include the facade of a country store, a
turn-of-the-century parlor, and a recreation of
rooms from a small, Colonial-era home. Arti-
facts include items the Leni-Lenape Indian
tribe and early settlers used for trading, farm-
ing and manufacturing. A machine for making
the ‘‘wampum’’ ornaments Native Americans
once used as currency is part of the collection,
along with a printing press from a local news-
paper and a wooden horse used by a saddle
maker.

The Historical Society was founded in the
1930s by John C. Storms, publisher of the
Park Ridge Local, and was formally incor-
porated in 1942. A small group of area resi-
dents dedicated themselves to collecting and

preserving artifacts and written accounts of
Pascack Valley history, and sharing the collec-
tion through exhibits, lectures and a quarterly
newsletter. The society’s collection was
housed in various locations until it found a
permanent home in 1952 with the purchase of
the church, which had been a Park Ridge
landmark since 1873.

During its nearly half-century of operation,
thousands of school classes, civic organiza-
tions, researchers and individuals have visited
the museum and attended the Historical Soci-
ety’s lectures. Staffed entirely by volunteers,
the museum has depended on the generosity
of its members and friends for financial sup-
port.

It became obvious in 1994 that the adjacent
bar—used as a meeting room, research cen-
ter, storage area and workroom—was in such
a dangerous state of disrepair that its demoli-
tion was ordered by the borough. With the
loss of this facility, it was necessary to tempo-
rarily close the museum and begin a major
fundraising campaign to rebuild. Supports
worked for five years to make the dream a re-
ality.

I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in commending the
Pascack Historical Society and all its members
on the hard work and dedication that have
preserved this American historic treasure for
the benefit of all.
f

THE BICENTENNIAL OF MONROE,
NEW YORK

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to

note to our colleagues that the Town of Mon-
roe, New York, in my congressional district is
currently celebrating its 200th anniversary.

With its population estimated in 1996 to be
nearly 26,000, the Town of Monroe has long
been considered one of the major hubs of our
Hudson River valley. Within the boundaries of
the Town are three incorporated villages: the
Village of Monroe (incorporated in 1894), the
Village of Harriman (incorporated in 1914),
and the Village of Kiryas Joel (incorporated in
1977).

The Village of Monroe sprang up along a
mill pond created by the construction of a dam
and grist mill constructed prior to the Revolu-
tionary War. Soon, stagecoach routes, inns,
and taverns grew along Monroe’s Mill Pond,
and soon the community became the eco-
nomic and social focal point of the area.

The Village of Harriman was the sight of a
creamery and grist mill, which early in this
century became the site of the estate of the
railroad magnate Edward H. Harriman. The
Village was named in his honor, and became
the home of his son, Averill, who served as a
cabinet member, diplomat, and Governor of
New York.

The Village of Kiryas Joel is the second le-
gally incorporated community of Hasidic Jews
in the world. The community is a unique vil-
lage where traditional values and the centrality
of family are the guiding principles of commu-
nity life. To preserve these values, Kiryas Joel
remains without television or radio.

The entire Town of Monroe has enjoyed a
varied history over the past 200 years. In the

earliest days, it was known for its iron mines
and smelting furnaces. The famous giant
chain which was stretched across the Hudson
River to prevent invasion by the British army
was forged in Monroe. The Monroe iron mines
thrived as late as the 1880’s.

For many years, Monroe was the center of
a thriving dairy and cheese industry. We forget
today that the concept of shipping fresh milk
from the farm to the city is a relatively new
concept which did not come about until the
advent of the railroads. The Town of Monroe
was host to a variety of dairy farms, and be-
ginning in 1841 what are now the Villages of
Monroe and Harriman were the railroad termi-
nals from which dairy products were shipped.

But it is for cheese that Monroe is most fa-
mous. Two types of cheese beloved through-
out the world—velveeta and liederkranz—were
invented in Monroe and originally manufac-
tured at the factory operated by Emil Frey.

Today, the Monroe Cheese Festival is the
biggest and most successful event held annu-
ally in Monroe. Conceived by Village Mayor
Robert Bonney—who tragically passed away
soon after he ‘‘sold’’ the festival idea to the
community—the cheese festival annually at-
tracts thousands of visitors of all ages to the
community from far and wide.

In 1997, a local newspaper reporter wrote
that: ‘‘There are few places where a kid can
wear a giant foam cheese wedge on his head
and still look pretty cool. A Green Bay Packer
game may be one. Another, most definitely, is
the Monroe Cheese Festival.’’

Other long time traditions which permeate
Monroe are the Mombasha Fire Department,
over 100 years old, and the Museum Village,
which preserves for tourists and scholars a
typical colonial community. The legendary
showman, George M. Cohan, was a resident
of Monroe. When in his declining years the
classic motion picture biography of his life,
‘‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’’ was released, he
was too ill to travel to New York City for the
grand premiere. So a special screening for
Cohan and his family was arranged to take
place at the Mombasha Fire House. Mr.
Cohan applauded the portrayal of his life story
by the legendary Jimmy Cagney.

Today, as we stand on the threshold of a
new millennium, the Town of Monroe and the
three Villages within its boundaries all look for-
ward to the third hundred years with a sense
of confidence that the challenges of tomorrow
will be met.

Mr. Speaker, I invite all of our colleagues to
join with me in saluting the town of Monroe,
New York, on this milestone occasion.
f

TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN M. MELTZ

HON. DAVID D. PHELPS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Stephen M. Meltz on his sixieth
birthday. Stephen will gather with his friends
and family to celebrate this momentous occa-
sion just after Thanksgiving. Stephen was
born in Chicago, Illinois, on December 15,
1939, to Jacob and Cecilia Meltz. He is mar-
ried to Nadine (Greenberg) Meltz and has two
sons: David and Gary. Stephen has lived in
Chicago his entire life. He attended college at
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the University of Chicago, receiving both his
undergraduate degree in political science and
his M.B.A. at the prestigious university. He
also served his country proudly in the United
States Army Reserve.

Stephen M. Meltz is currently the President
of Stephen M. Meltz and Associates, a C.P.A.
firm located in Lincolnwood, Illinois. It is a suc-
cessful business, where his clients know that
the work done by Stephen’s firm is both pro-
fessional and honest. For the last year his son
David Meltz has joined him at the firm, which
now makes it truly a family business. But for
all the success Stephen has had in his profes-
sional life, I know that his family is his greatest
sense of pride and accomplishment.

Stephen has always made the best interests
of his family his primary concern. He has
taken care of his wife, his children, his par-
ents, his wife’s parents and many members of
his extended family with loving care. He saw
to it that his children received the best edu-
cations available. He made sure that the final
years of his and his wife’s parents were lived
with dignity and comfort. Like many fathers,
his dedication to his family has sometimes
gone unnoticed, but he does not care for his
loved ones for accolades, but because he
loves his family. for all these reasons, Stephen
is a patriarch in the truest sense of the term.
A pillar of integrity that all his family can lean
on in their hour of need and celebrate with
during times of joy.

Mr. Speaker, it is often said, that the road
to the Underworld is paved with good inten-
tions. Contrary to this premise, Stephen M.
Meltz has always had honor and a strong core
of moral beliefs and intentions, and his actions
have always mirrored those values. Aristotle
said, ‘‘In the arena of human life the honors
and rewards fall to those who show their good
qualities in action.’’ Stephen’s rewards are
both a devout family and loyal friends who
have witnessed his lifelong ‘‘good qualities in
action’’ and will honor him over dinner on his
sixtieth birthday.

Mr. Speaker, lastly, I am particularly pleased
to have this opportunity to congratulate Ste-
phen M. Meltz, on his sixtieth birthday, be-
cause his son Gary C. Meltz is a member of
my staff here in Washington, DC. Gary asked
me to put into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a
speech to commemorate his father’s birthday.
I am honored to do this for Gary and his fa-
ther. I urge all my colleagues to join me now
in wishing Stephen M. Meltz a happy sixtieth
birthday and Godspeed.
f

M.D. ANDERSON CANCER CENTER

HON. GENE GREEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I wish
to bring to the attention of my colleagues in
the House of Representatives a recent article
about the wonderful medical advances at the
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston,
Texas. The article tells the stories of two peo-
ple, a young college student and the former
Speaker of the House Jim Wright, dealing with
cancer of the jaw and their experiences with
this once debilitating disease. Their respective
stories highlight the need to support our Na-
tion’s cancer centers and highlight how med-

ical advances can truly give Americans hope
where none previously existed.

Reconstructing Lives by Mary Jane Schier—
For 19-year old James Smith, the quality of

survival from cancer of the jaw is paramount
in order to pursue his dream of playing profes-
sional football.

Smith is a junior majoring in health and
human performance at McNeese State Univer-
sity in Lake Charles, LA, where he was an
outstanding defensive tackle until diagnosed
with a disease uncommon among teenagers.

He and his family were stunned to learn in
November 1998 that he had a tumor in his
right mandible, the horseshoe-shaped bone
that forms the lower jaw. the mandible, he
knows, is the largest and strongest bone in
the face.

Smith was forced to take an extended time-
out from the football team to begin the biggest
challenge of his young life. Upon coming to
M.D. Anderson, he joined a new team whose
members are nationally ranked for treating
head and neck cancers.

The head coaches in the multidisciplinary
treatment regimen that Smith received are Dr.
Helmuth Goepfert and Dr. Geoffrey L. Robb,
who chair the Department of Head and Neck
Surgery and the Department of Plastic Sur-
gery, respectively. For the coaches and their
specialty colleagues, the common goal centers
on removing patients, cancers and restoring
optimal form and function.

Smith’s surgery 3 days before last Christ-
mas involved cutting out his diseased jaw and
reconstructing the mandible with bone and tis-
sue taken from his left leg. Although he
couldn’t talk or eat his favorite pizza for a
while, Smith says now, ‘‘I’m getting stronger
every day . . . and I’m eager to play again.’’

At the other end of the age spectrum is
former U.S. House Speaker Jim Wright, who
at age 76 also illustrates the importance of
high quality in one’s life.

I’ve always been a talker, so I was a little
concerned before the surgery that I wouldn’t
be able to talk well enough for people to un-
derstand me,’’ confides Wright, a Fort Worth
Democrat whose 34-year span in Congress
was complete in 1989.

During more than 13 hours of surgery at
M.D. Anderson last March 12, Wright’s can-
cerous right mandible, an adjacent segment of
the tongue and eight teeth were removed,
then a six inch piece of bone from his left leg
was used to form a new jaw. Skin from his left
thigh overlying the bone was also transplanted
to replace part of his inside of his mouth and
tongue and the external skin of his cheek.

‘‘Believe me, I feel truly blessed,’’ Wright
says in a strong and clear voice.

His gratitude has been enhanced by recall-
ing how his father lost a jaw to cancer more
than 30 years ago. ‘‘There was no thought
then of replacing it with bone from somewhere
else in the body . . . (He) spent his last days
with a facial disfigurement that was the mark
then of many cancer victims,’’ Wright remem-
bers.

This was Wright’s second bout with an oral
cancer. In 1991, he had surgery at M.D. fol-
lowed by radiation treatments. Since his latest
extensive surgery, he has resumed most of
his favorite activities, including writing a reg-
ular newspaper column and, of course, ‘‘talk-
ing with anyone who’ll listen.’’

Intensive collaboration among head and
neck surgeons and plastic surgeons in recent

years has ‘‘greatly improved our ability to
resect all sizes of tumors and to restore vital
function and appearance as well as to extend
survival,’’ observes Dr. Goepfert, who holds
the M.G. and Lillie A. Johnson Chair for Can-
cer Treatment and Research.

New methods developed by plastic sur-
geons permit reconstruction of the oral cavity
safely and with increasingly good outcomes.
The key to success involves transferring tis-
sues—together with vital blood vessels and
nerves—from elsewhere in a patient’s body to
use for rebuilding parts of the head and neck
affected by cancer.

Dr. Robb explains, ‘‘The head and neck is
the most difficult area to reconstruct. But
through specialized Micro vascular techniques,
we can move tissues, muscle, fat and bone,
along with their blood supply, to use in re-
shaping jaws, the tongue, and parts of the
nose, ears, and throat.’’

Age is no obstacle for performing big recon-
structive procedures so long as older patients
have good blood vessels to transfer with the
tissues. Regardless of age, Dr. Robb says,
‘‘Our primary aim is to restore form, contour
and function to the body parts affected by can-
cer surgery so that patients can enjoy the
highest quality of life.’’

For Wright, being able to talk, chew, swal-
low and look virtually normal is a ‘‘miracle’’
stemming from remarkable medical progress
and his religious faith. ‘‘The good news is that
cancer is conquerable’’ and ‘‘useful life is
prolongable.’’

Realizing the best quality of cancer survival
for Smith, however, will occur when he can re-
turn to the football field. During a recent fol-
low-up visit to M.D. Anderson, his doctors en-
couraged him to continue that dream.
f

COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE
COMPETITION AND PRIVATIZA-
TION ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 10, 1999
Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I wish to com-

mend the distinguished Chairman of the Com-
merce Committee, Chairman BLILEY, and
Chairman TAUZIN, who have worked diligently
to bring satellite privatization legislation before
the House in these last days of this Session.
This bill is an important step toward legislation
that will advance increased competition in the
global satellite telecommunications market.

When the House passed this bill last year,
it was with the firm belief that time and tech-
nology had passed by the 1962 law that cre-
ated COMSAT. In spite of the overwhelming
House support, the bill was stalled over con-
cerns raised by colleagues in the other body.
Since that time, Lockheed Martin has arrived
on the scene to buy COMSAT and make it a
normal, private company without legal immuni-
ties or exclusive access to the Intelsat system.
This is exactly what the proponents of the Bli-
ley-Tauzin bill want and is yet another exam-
ple of the marketplace being ahead on Con-
gress.

To date, Lockheed has followed regular
order in its acquisition of COMSAT. It has re-
ceived the approval of both the Federal Com-
munications Commission and the Department
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of Justice to acquire 49% of COMSAT. Neither
federal agency felt that competition or anti-
trust laws were threatened by Lockheed Mar-
tin’s purchase.

Now it is Congress’ turn to weigh on this
issue and I believe that this bill goes to great
lengths to achieve honest and fair competition
in the satellite competition in the satellite com-
munications market. I also believe that we can
complete legislative action on this bill before
Congress leaves this year, which I understand
the Chairman has said he intends to do. But
as we move toward that legislative objective,
it is important that we realize that certain
issues must be addressed before we can de-
clare a victory for the private competitive mar-
ketplace.

First of all, there is the issue known as
‘‘Level IV direct access’’. In effect, it would re-
sult in the forced divestiture of billions of dol-
lars of Comsat shareholder investment in
Intelsat infrastructure—investment undertaken
often at the behest of the U.S. Government.
Level 4 direct access simply guts the eco-
nomic rationale for a private company to in-
vest in Comsat. Indeed, that may be the ra-
tionale behind this provision: to dissuade
Lockheed from acquiring Comsat. If that is the
case, it would be a cynical attempt to manipu-
late the free market in the name of ‘‘competi-
tion.’’ This provision must be changed in con-
ference. Similarly, Congress should simply re-
peal the ownership cap on Comsat upon en-
actment of final consensus legislation, rather
than making it contingent upon occurrence of
unrelated events as it does now.

Other outstanding differences between the
House and Senate have been raised by other
Members and must similarly be resolved in
conference. I urge Chairman BLILEY to work
with Mr. DINGELL toward a consensus, notably
on the privatization criteria, which serve as
FCC licensing criteria, and must be made
more flexible.

Again, I consider myself as a supporter of
this bill. The Congress has been very shrewd
in letting the telecommunications marketplace
work its will towards fair competition. We
should use this opportunity to continue that
successful record. I urge the conferees to con-
sider these issues when crafting a final pack-
age to present to the Congress and ultimately
the President.
f

A TRIBUTE TO FREDERICK C.
MALKUS, JR.

HON. STENY H. HOYER
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to a great statesman and leader in the
State of Maryland. With the death of former
state Senator Frederick C. Malkus, Jr., on No-
vember 9, Maryland, as well as the entire
Country, lost a great patriot and a dutiful pub-
lic servant.

Frederick C. Malkus, Jr. died at the age of
86, having spent all of his adult life in the
service of his fellow citizens. Senator Malkus,
a conservative Democrat, served in the legis-
lature for 46 years—12 in the House of Dele-
gates and 34 in the Senate—before retiring in
1994. Upon his retirement, he was the longest
serving State Legislator in the United States.

Born July 1, 1913, in Baltimore, Senator
Malkus moved to the 380 acre Egypt Road
farm, nine miles outside of Cambridge, on
Maryland’s Eastern Shore where he was
raised there by his aunt and uncle. He spent
the past 83 years on the working farm that
produces wheat, corn, and soybeans. He
graduated for Western Maryland College in
1934 and received his law degree four years
later from the University of Maryland Law
School. During World War II, Senator Malkus
served in the U.S. Army and rose to the rank
of major. He returned to Maryland and in 1947
won a seat in the House of Delegates.

He was, Mr. Speaker, an unforgettable indi-
vidual who was a wonderful servant to Mary-
land and America. To know Fred Malkus was
to know how deeply he cared for rural Amer-
ica and more specifically for the Chesapeake
Bay region. Senator Malkus was at the fore-
front of the fight to save the Bay. Even though
he was pro-business in his views, he was a
great environmentalist. His legacy will no
doubt live on and serve as a model for future
leaders of our State and our Country.

Senator Malkus is survived by his wife of 41
years, the former Margaret ‘‘Maggie’’ Moorer,
his son, Frederick C. Malkus III, two daugh-
ters, Margaret Elizabeth ‘‘Betsy’’ LaPerch, and
Susan Moorer Malkus, and three grandsons.
f

HONORING JACK A. BROWN III

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I want to recog-

nize the achievements of Jack A. Brown III.
Jack is a native New Yorker who was born

and raised on the lower east side of Manhat-
tan. He currently resides, in my district, in the
Clinton Hill section of Brooklyn. Jack has had
a distinguished seven-year career with the
Correctional Services Corporation (CSC). The
Corporation is a private company contracted
by local, State, and Federal Corrections De-
partment to provide concrete services to the
inmate population. As the Vice President of
Correctional Services Corporation Community
Services Division, Mr. Brown maintains overall
responsibility for the day to day operations of
the five New York programs. These programs,
three for the Federal Bureau of Prisons and
two for the New York State Department of
Corrections, are designed to provide inmates
with the tools necessary to successfully re-
integrate back into their prospective commu-
nities as self-sufficient, responsible, law abid-
ing citizens.

Prior to his employment with CSC, Jack
served as an officer in the United States
Army’s Air Defense Artillery Division for four
years. He is a graduate of the State University
of New York at Buffalo with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Human Services, with a concentration
in mental health, and Biology. During his aca-
demic years, he gained invaluable experience
in the field of human services holding posi-
tions as Physiatrics Counselor, Chemical De-
pendency Counselor and Youth Counselor. In
December, Jack expects to earn a double
Masters degree, an MBA and a Master of
Science and Economic Development, from the
University of New Hampshire.

I wish Jack Brown success in his future en-
deavors and I commend his achievements to
my colleagues’ attention.

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL WOMAN’S
CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on

November 18, 1999, the National Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) will cel-
ebrate 125 years in existence, making it the
oldest, continuing, nonsectarian Christian
woman’s organization in the United States.
Their motto is ‘‘For God and Home and Every
Land.’’

Directed entirely by women from its begin-
ning, the WCTU has united women from var-
ious backgrounds and geographical regions in
their determination to educate the world about
the dangers associated with the use of alco-
hol, tobacco, and other drugs. Throughout the
years, the WCTU has advocated for universal
voting rights for women and minorities, the
eight-hour work day, equal pay for equal work,
opposition to child labor, shelters for abused
women and children, and world peace. In
1945, the WCTU became a charter member of
the United Nations Non-Governmental Organi-
zations (NGO).

Their first National president, Annie
Wittenmyer, was thanked by Presidents Abra-
ham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant for her
work during the Civil War in organizing diet
kitchens in military hospitals. Their second Na-
tional president, Frances E. Willard, was hon-
ored in 1905 by having her statue placed in
the Statuary Hall of the U.S. Capitol—the first
woman and the only woman to be honored for
more than 50 years. The current National
president of the WCTU is Sarah Ward, a resi-
dent of the great State of Indiana, and I wish
her all the best in her endeavors with the
WCTU as they continue their good work for
the protection of the home.
f

A TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER
MUMMERT

HON. JERRY LEWIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I
would like today to pay tribute to Jenny
Mummert, a hardworking, highly valued staff
member of the Defense Subcommittee of the
House Appropriations Committee, who is leav-
ing November 19th after eight years to pursue
her career in the private sector.

Whether she was putting in long days and
endless hours working on behalf of our na-
tional defense—or struggling to look serious at
the Paris Air Show—Jenny Mummert couldn’t
help being her ever-positive self. She has al-
ways been a vital member of the team, doing
all she can to make the defense appropria-
tions subcommittee the best committee in the
House of Representatives.

Now she has decided to leave us to seek
new challenges and opportunities. But she will
always be a part of our family. We know that
her husband, Joe, and their four children,
Joey, Kandyce, Kevin and Karley, are excited
about her new career. But they are very likely
just as excited about the prospect of mom
having a more normal work schedule.
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Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues

to join me in wishing all the best for Jenny in
her new endeavor, and to let her know that we
will miss her every day and will always be
grateful for what she’s done for the Congress
and our national defense.

f

THE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE AT
HAMPTON UNIVERSITY

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
today to introduce ‘‘The Booker T. Washington
Leadership Act of 1999’’. This legislation will
establish the Booker T. Washington Leader-
ship Institute at Hampton University in Hamp-
ton, Virginia.

Booker T. Washington is perhaps the most
renowned alumnus of Hampton University. His
vision championed the idea that black colleges
and universities should embrace the responsi-
bility not only to train men and women in their
disciplines and trades, but to create and sus-
tain new institutions and communities driven
by the principle of service—service to God,
country, and humankind.

The mission of this Institute reflects this vi-
sion. It is based on Hampton University’s fun-
damental premise that leadership development
is best understood and achieved in the moral
context of social responsibility and service to
society. The Institute will be committed to the
development of ethical values, interpersonal
skills and the competencies that are required
for effective leadership in a broad range of
business, civic and political environments.

Hampton University is uniquely prepared to
launch this Institute. For the past 130 years,
Hampton University has promoted higher edu-
cation and positive character development as
the cornerstones of effective leadership and
responsible citizenship. Initially founded in
1868 to train promising young men and
women to teach and lead their recently eman-
cipated people, it has grown into a com-
prehensive university, offering a broad range
of technical, liberal arts, pre-professional, pro-
fessional and graduate degree programs. Over
the past twenty years, Hampton University has
doubled the student population from 2,700 to
7,000, and the average student SAT score
has increased by 300 points. Forty-five aca-
demic programs have been added, including
graduate degree programs in Business Admin-
istration, Museum Studies, Applied Mathe-
matics and Chemistry, with PhD programs in
Physics, Pharmacy, Physical Therapy and
Nursing. Over 40% of Hampton University
graduates enter graduate school within 5
years.

The Booker T. Washington Leadership Insti-
tute combines the heritage of Hampton Uni-
versity with the vision of Booker T. Wash-
ington, to educate young people with the
knowledge, skills, insights, and positive values
necessary for leading the United States into
the new millennium.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the Booker T. Wash-
ington Leadership Act for my colleagues con-
sideration.

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
DIABETES

SPEECH OF

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
be a cosponsor of this important resolution ex-
pressing our continued commitment to the
fight against diabetes.

Diabetes is one of the most costly health
problems in America. More than 1 out of every
10 health care dollars in the United States,
and about 1 out of every 4 Medicare dollars is
spent on care for people with diabetes.

The devastation caused by diabetes, how-
ever, goes far beyond the financial costs. Over
16 million Americans suffer from this chronic
disease for which there is no cure. Diabetes is
the seventh leading cause of death in the
United States.

While over 10 million Americans know that
they are living with diabetes, another 5.4 mil-
lion people are not even aware that they have
the disease. Many people only realize that
they have diabetes when they develop a life-
threatening complication like blindness, kidney
disease, nerve damage, heart disease or
stroke.

Early diagnosis and treatment can help re-
duce the risk of these terrible complications. I
am pleased to note that constituents in my
district have access to a number of out-
standing diabetes education programs, includ-
ing those at the Children’s Hospital of Wis-
consin, Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical Cen-
ter, Columbia Hospital, Froedtert Memorial Lu-
theran Hospital, St. Francis Hospital, St.
Luke’s Medical Center, Waukesha Memorial
Hospital, and West Allis Memorial Hospital.
The resolution before us today recognizes the
important role that these dedicated health pro-
fessionals and volunteers play in the fight
against diabetes.

Mr. Speaker, these health providers and
their patients need our help. Improvements in
technology and the general growth in scientific
knowledge have created unprecedented op-
portunities for advances that might lead to bet-
ter treatments, prevention, and ultimately a
cure. Congress has a responsibility to support
this critical, life-saving research. I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution and affirm
their commitment to find a cure for diabetes.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN P.
POWELL

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize John P. Powell, who was honored on
November 14, 1999, at the official dedication
of the newly named J.P. Powell Middle School
in Chambers County, Alabama.

John P. Powell was born in Chambers
County, Alabama, on September 13, 1912.
After graduating from Florida A&M University,
he began his teaching career at Langdale
School in 1949. On September 24, 1954, he
became the principal of the Chambers County

Training School (renamed Southside Elemen-
tary School during the 1970–71 school year)
and remained its principal for 27 years until
his retirement on May 28, 1976. The Cham-
bers County Board of Education by official ac-
tion renamed the school, now a middle school
for grades 6–8, in Professor Powell’s honor on
May 19, 1999.

During his career and after his retirement,
Mr. Powell was active in the Lafayette, Ala-
bama, community. He served on the Cham-
bers County Industrial Board and was active in
the Chambers County Extension Service. His
community involvement included the Red
Cross, the United Givers Fund, Powell Chapel
United Methodist Church, the Chambers
County Retired Teachers organization and
senior citizens’ groups. Even now, at the age
of 87, Professor Powell is president of the Bir-
mingham Rehabilitation Center where he re-
sides.

In 1991, the Lafayette City Council pro-
claimed John Powell Day in Lafayette. In the
resolution issued, Mr. Powell was commended
for his community involvement and his leader-
ship, particularly in the fields of education, in-
dustry and race relations. Now, once again, he
is being recognized for what he has done to
promote respect between races and the value
of education for his students. Most important,
however, he is recognized for his life-long
commitment to public service.

I join the residents of Chambers County in
thanking John P. Powell and saluting him on
this special day of recognition.
f

CONDEMNING ARMENIAN
ASSASSINATIONS

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER T. KING
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my concern about the violence that re-
cently took place in Armenia. The Prime Min-
ister and the Speaker of the Parliament, as
well as other prominent Armenian politicians,
were killed in a hail of gunfire on the floor of
the Armenian Parliament.

Besides my deep concern and sympathy for
the individuals who were brutally murdered
and for their families and friends, I fear that
this event could cause a delay or postpone-
ment of the peace talks currently underway
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Thankfully,
both governments have stated that the peace
process will not be interrupted by this tragic
event.

Armenia should step up its efforts to push
the peace process along. The conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijan has been going on for
11 years now, and more than 30,000 people
have been killed and over a million refugees
created on both sides, including over 800,000
in Azerbaijan. It is time to reach a peace
agreement, and Presidents Heydar Aliyev of
Azerbaijan and Robert Kocharian of Armenia
have met four times in recent months to dis-
cuss such a settlement.

As original sponsor of legislation designed
to repeal Section 907 of the Freedom Support
Act, I would like to draw your attention to a
statement in the New York Times, that ap-
peared on November 3, urging to loft ‘‘the ban
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on giving Azerbaijan the same kind of eco-
nomic assistance that it provides to all other
former Soviet republics. This would serve both
to recognize the risks that Heydar Aliyev,
Azerbaijan’s President, has taken for peace
and begin to bring about more realistic atti-
tudes in Armenia. If we are to be an effective
broker, we must adopt a balanced approach.’’
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, during the fol-
lowing rollcall votes, I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have
voted as indicated below.

Rollcall No. 587, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 588,
‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 589, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 590,
‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 591, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 592,
‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 593, ‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 594,
‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 595, ‘‘no’’.
f

A PROPOSAL TO GUARANTEE
HEALTH INSURANCE TO EVERY
AMERICAN CHILD BORN IN THE
NEXT CENTURY: SEEKING IDEAS
AND COMMENTS ON THE PRO-
POSAL

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, it is a national
disgrace that 11.1 million children in the
United States still do not have health insur-
ance as we enter a new millennium.

What we have done so far has not worked.
Since 1996, the numbers and percentages of
children without insurance have actually crept
upward. They have not yet reached a statis-
tically significant degree of increase, but we
are moving in the wrong direction.

The web of programs we pieced together in
1997, CHIP/Medicaid/transitional Medicaid, are
failing to get health insurance coverage to
more children.

We need to come back to this question, and
find something that will work. America’s chil-
dren deserve health insurance.

I have begun to develop a bill to address
this problem, currently in a rough draft form,
which is based on the idea that we need a
simple and comprehensive solution:

We want every child in America to have
health insurance.

Every child in America is issued a birth cer-
tificate and social security number at birth.
Let’s automatically enroll every child at birth
into a Medicare-type program; call it
‘‘MediKids.’’

MedKids will be both an umbrella and a
safety net for all of the other programs insur-
ing our children, so that no child will ever fall
through the enrollment cracks again, much
less 11.1 million children.

Our current approach places the burden on
already disadvantaged parents. State and
local enrollment and welfare workers are un-
able to determine which families match var-
ious programs—much less process pages of

forms and documentation in order to enroll
children in health insurance.

Instead, I propose we do what’s right, sen-
sible, and directly accomplishes the goal of
health insurance for all of our children: (1) En-
roll every child in MediKids automatically at
birth; and (2) allow parents who do have other
choices for a child’s health insurance to attach
evidence of coverage to their tax forms, thus
exempting themselves from the premiums
used to finance MediKids.

Children are relatively inexpensive to insure,
but this program will have a budget impact. I
am developing a plan for covering the costs of
this program. Ultimately, however we pay for
it, we must make the stand that some things
are wotrh spending money on, particularly in
this time of unprecedented, record-breaking
economic growth.

My staff and I will be refining this bill over
the holiday recess. For example, we will want
to adjust the MediKids program to cover the
specific services which children need. As our
work progresses, we will be posting our drafts
on our website, http://www.house.gov/stark
and we invite everyone to visit the site and
offer their input.

We plan to introduce this bill at the start of
the next Congressional session—the first of
the new millennium. I invited all of my col-
leagues, and everyone in America who cares
about the health of our children, to join us in
developing this idea, and to co-sponsor this
important effort to get every millennium baby
off to a good start.
f

IN HONOR OF THE PANPAPHIAN
ASSOCIATION AND SAVAS C.
TSIVICOS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay special tribute to the
Panpaphian Association, its members, friends
and special honoree, this year, Savas
Tsivicos.

The Panpaphian Association was founded in
1987, by a group of Cypriot-Americans of
Paphian ancestry in order to encourage and
help promote awareness of the customs and
traditions of the region of Paphos and Cyprus.
It is a vital philanthropic organization con-
cerned with education, the health and well-
being of students from the United States and
Cyprus, and the liberation of Cyprus from the
Turkish invasion of 1974.

This year’s honoree, Savas Tsivicos, exem-
plifies the honorable characteristics of the peo-
ple from Paphos. He came to the United
States in 1982 from a farming community in
the village of Inia to live the ‘‘American Life.’’
His life embodies the dreams, hopes and aspi-
rations of thousands of immigrants who arrive
in the United States to construct a decent life.
Mr. Tsivicos holds a Bachelor’s Degree and
MBA from Fairleigh Dickinson University and a
Masters Certificate from George Washington
University, where he received numerous scho-
lastic awards and honors.

Mr. Tsivicos has also become an outspoken
community leader. He serves on the Ethnic
Advisory Council of New Jersey and he has
been elected President of the Cyprus Federa-

tion of America. He is a member of the Arch-
diocesan Council of the Greek Orthodox
Church of America and is an Archon of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Mr. Tsivicos is on
the Advisory Board of the Center for Byzantine
and Modern Greek Studies of Queens Col-
lege, and on the Board of Directors for the
Foundation of Hellenic Studies, the Greek
American Chamber of Commerce, and the
Council of Overseas Cypriots.

Savas Tsivicos is a proud American who
has not forgotten his roots. He is imbued with
determination to bring justice and freedom to
Cyprus and has served as Vice President of
the International Coordinating Committee Jus-
tice for Cyprus. A very successful business-
man, Mr. Tsivicos is president and owner of
Paphian Enterprises, Inc. He is married to
Maria Tsivicos and they have three children,
Haralambos, Elpetha and Evangelos ages 11,
9 and 6.

The Panpaphian Association is now led by
Florentia Christodoulidou, and supported by:
George Sophocleous, Debbie Riga
Evangelides, Spyros Stylianou, Michael
Hadjiloucas, Kyriaki Christodoulou, Irene
Theodorou, Andreas Pericleous and George
Theodorou, plus the Advisory Board, Stavors
Charalambous, Annoula Constantinides,
Andreas Chrysostomou, Anna Chrsostomou,
Savvas Konnaris, Georgios Kouspos, Chrusi
Kleopas Notskas, Ismini Michaelides, and
Evan Tziazas.

Mr. Speaker, I salute Mr. Savas Tsivicos
and the work of the officers and friends of the
Panpaphian Association of America.
f

1999 INTERNATIONAL PRESS
FREEDOM AWARDS

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999
Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I want to con-

gratulate this year’s recipients of the 1999
International Press Freedom Awards, pre-
sented by the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists (CPJ).

CPJ was founded by American journalists in
1981 to defend the ‘‘human and professional
rights of journalists around the world.’’ CPJ
works to protect reporters who are threatened
by authoritarian regimes and other foes of ac-
curate, independent journalism. Its annual
awards honor those journalists working under
the most onerous of conditions.

This year’s honorees, who have been beat-
en, jailed, or had their lives threatened be-
cause of their work, will receive their awards
at a ceremony in New York next week. I join
CPJ in congratulating: Jesus Joel Diaz Her-
nandez, who is serving a four-year prison sen-
tence in Cuba for starting an independent
news agency; Baton Haxhiu, editor of
Kosovo’s leading independent newspaper,
‘‘Koho Ditore,’’ which he continued to publish
from exile after eluding Serbian police; Jugnu
Mohsin and Najam Sethi, publisher and editor
of ‘‘The Friday Times’’ of Lahore, Pakistan—
last spring, Sethi was beaten, abducted, and
jailed after the paper published charges of
government corruption; and Maria Cristina
Caballerio, a reporter for Colombia’s
‘‘Semana,’’ who received frequent death
threats as a result of her work covering the
country’s civil war.
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Mr. Speaker, too often we take a free press

for granted. CPJ and this year’s honoree’s re-
mind us that press freedoms are vital to the
functioning of democratic government and that
journalists often risk their lives to assure that
the rest of us know the truth.
f

EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF CON-
GRESS FOR RECENT ELECTIONS
IN REPUBLIC OF INDIA

SPEECH OF

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 211. First let me thank
Mr. GEJDENSON, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. BROWN, and
Mr. HASTINGS for co-sponsoring this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, the contrasting events in India
and Pakistan over a single 24 hour period
speak eloquently about the new challenges
and opportunities that we face in South Asia.
In India, we have seen hundreds of millions of
voters enthusiastically exercise their votes in a
free and fair election. In Pakistan, we wit-
nessed a military coup.

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, recognizes
that the people of India have a deep and abid-
ing commitment to democracy and it salutes
them for the passion with which they choose
their own destiny. No country reflects our own
values more in that part of the world than
does India.

It is high time we seriously begin to recog-
nize this fact and graduate from mere plati-
tudes to some tangible policy changes toward
India.

I believe that it is time to re-examine our
basic premise regarding U.S. policy in South
Asia. We should abandon old paradigms and
Cold War hangups and see that India, a de-
mocracy, is our natural ally in the region.

The best way to demonstrate our commit-
ment to the people of India is by ensuring that
the President travels to India as soon as pos-
sible, as the resolution urges him to do.

I urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion.
f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2116,
VETERANS MILLENNIUM HEALTH
CARE AND BENEFITS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
speak about the final version of legislation that
deals with a comprehensive and complex set
of veterans’ healthcare and benefits issues.
Without question, this conference report on
H.R. 2116, the Veterans Millennium Health
Care and Benefits Act, deals constructively
with a significant portion of the substantive
matters considered at length by the Veterans
Affairs Committees in both the House and the
Senate.

I want to recognize the efforts of Senator
SPECTER, Senator ROCKEFELLER, Senator
STUMP, and Ranking Member EVANS for their

demonstrated leadership in crafting collabo-
rative compromises in the most productive
manner as the conference allowed.

This agreement makes significant steps for-
ward in defining the VA’s mission in a number
of critical health care areas: Extended care,
emergency services, mental health services,
and chiropractic treatment to name a few. This
agreement also moves in the right direction in
terms of addressing the lingering need for ad-
ditional national veterans cemeteries and long-
term care facilities, as well as needed renova-
tions at various VA medical centers.

This agreement also provides constructive
direction in the areas of veterans’ education
and housing, in meeting the needs of home-
less veterans, and improving the administra-
tive structure of the court of appeals for vet-
erans claims.

I am disappointed however, that many of
the provisions that were originally included in
the House version of the bill pertaining to em-
ployee and veterans organizations participa-
tion in various VA decision-making and plan-
ning practices were not made part of this final
package. I also think that the conference could
have produced a better work product in terms
of providing strong language that speaks to
the need for cost-benefit analysis, employee
protections, stringent hospital closure guide-
lines, and heightened oversight measures
throughout the entire VA network. Inclusion of
such provisions would have greatly improved
the agreement’s overall intentions and would
have made them less susceptible to incon-
sistent treatment system wide.

So in summary, while the conference agree-
ment is not a perfect piece of legislation, it is
nonetheless worthy of members’ support. And
as Representative EVANS pointed out earlier,
the conference agreement in many ways rep-
resents the need to demonstrate our con-
certed interest in reaffirming our commitment
to our nation’s veterans. But as I have repeat-
edly stated, the most well intentioned efforts in
terms of authorizing language are only as
good as the amount of adequate funding that
is appropriated. I have very serious concerns
that next year we will find ourselves in the
same vicious circle of logical debate. And the
circle begins and ends with the need to have
adequate resources to sufficiently support our
responsibilities in meeting the needs of our
veterans.

It is my hope that all members who cast
their vote in support of the conference agree-
ment will maintain their focus on veterans
issues so that in the next fiscal year we can
reverse the course we have been on for far
too long and begin our work on matters con-
cerning veterans with enhanced resources, not
severe budgetary cuts.
f

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL HARRY
SUMMERS

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, Colonel Harry
G. Summers, Jr., United States Army, died
this week. In his passing, the Army and the
Nation have lost a soldier and scholar, who
ranks among the preeminent military strate-
gists and analysts of this century.

As an Army officer, who began his profes-
sional life as an enlisted soldier, and later as
a military analyst, author and commentator,
Colonel Summers knew personally the bayo-
net-point reality of war and thought and wrote
widely about strategic issues. He was a deco-
rated veteran of combat in Korea and Viet-
nam, awarded the Silver Star and the Bronze
Star for Valor, and the legion of Merit; twice
awarded the combat infantry badge; and twice
awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received
in combat.

An infantry squad leader in the Korean con-
flict, he served as a battalion and corps oper-
ation officer during the Vietnam war, and later
as a negotiator with the North Vietnamese in
Saigon and in Hanoi. Instructor of strategy at
the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College, he was a political-military action offi-
cer on the Army General Staff, a member of
the then Army chief of staff Creighton Abrams’
strategic assessment group, and served in the
Office of the Army Chief of Staff from 1975 to
1980, before joining the faculty of the U.S.
Army War College.

At the war college, Colonel Summers was at
the heart of the rebirth of strategic studies in
the professional military education of our
Armed Forces in the early 1980’s. His book
On Strategy: The Vietnam War in Context pro-
vided a critical strategic appraisal of American
strategy in that war and a seminal American
work in the relationship of military strategy to
national policy. On Strategy has been charac-
terized as being ‘‘about’’ the Vietnam war in
much the same way that Clausewitz is ‘‘about’’
the Napoleonic wars or that Mahan is ‘‘about’’
18th-century naval struggles between France
and England. That is, Harry Summers used
the Vietnam war as a vehicle for analysis and
illustration of principles of war that apply uni-
versally.

After his retirement from active service,
Harry Summers continued to contribute to the
professional development of the officer corps
and to the development of strategic thought
and military strategy as a lecturer, visiting pro-
fessor, columnist, editor, and commentator.

When Harry Summers testified before the
House Armed Services Committee in Decem-
ber 1990 before Operation Desert Storm, he
reemphasized the need for clarity of purpose
and the relation of means to objective as this
House wrestled with the decision to go to war
against Iraq and commit U.S. military forces to
protect the vital interests of the United States.
He appeared before the committee again as
we reviewed what happened to U.S. forces in
Somalia in 1994 and provided valuable in-
sights on the relation of military force and
commitment to our national objectives and
commitment in that country.

Harry Summers was justifiably proud of his
sons and their service as Army officers and of
his daughter-in-law who served as a warrant
officer in the Persian Gulf War. In all this, he
was supported by his wife, Eloise. My good
friend, Floyd Spence, the chairman of the
House Armed Services, joins me in sending
our sympathies to them at this time.

Colonel Harry Summers made a tremen-
dous contribution to the rebirth of the study of
military strategy and to the professional mili-
tary education of our armed forces, and that
legacy lives on after him. His commitment to
the Nation and the Army that he loved was
unstinting. The Nation and the Army are poor-
er for his passing.
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IN HONOR OF MS. JAMILA DEMBY,

NCAA WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. DOUG OSE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride
that I rise to acknowledge University of Cali-
fornia Davis student, Jamila Demby, who was
recently named NCAA Woman of the Year.

Ms. Demby, the first UC Davis athlete to
earn this NCAA honor, was selected as a na-
tional finalist from among 50 state winners.
Representing California, she was one of two
Division II finalists.

It was a perfect ending to a perfect career
at UC Davis. A seven-time All-American, Ms.
Demby won eight conference championships
in four years. During last year’s California Col-
legiate Athletic Association championships,
Ms. Demby established a new UC Davis 800-
meter record of 2 minutes, 10.8 seconds. In
addition, she ran the final leg of the 4×400
relay team, which set a UC Davis record of
3:45.33.

In addition to her athletic achievements, Ms.
Demby has been active in student and com-
munity activities. In addition to serving as a
UC Davis Aggie team captain and sitting on
the student-athlete advisory committee, Ms.
Demby finds time to regularly visit children at
the Shriner’s Hospital and tutor at local
schools. In fact, her work with children has be-
come such an influential experience that she
changed her career path from advertising to
serving underprivileged and underrepresented
youth.

As NCAA Woman of the Year, Ms. Demby
was chosen from a group of highly accom-
plished women. Ms. Demby will graduate from
UC Davis this December with a degree in
rhetoric and communications and will continue
to give back to her community.

In closing, I would like to congratulate Ms.
Demby for a job well done.

f

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S OBLIGA-
TION TO THE STATE OF LOU-
ISIANA

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. JOHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to intro-
duce a bill with Mr. TAUZIN and the entire Lou-
isiana congressional delegation that will bring
closure to an issue that has lingered long
enough concerning our home State of Lou-
isiana. Mr. Speaker, the State of Louisiana
and the Federal Government have a long his-
tory of working together to develop our abun-
dant natural resources in a cooperative man-
ner that protects our unique habitat and spurs
economic development. I am pleased that we
have been able to rectify our differences when
they occur in order to reach sensible and judi-
cious decisions that foster goodwill and the ef-
ficient use of our resource base.

Mr. Speaker, there remains before this
House an obligation on the part of the Federal

Government to satisfy an authorization that
was included in the Oil Pollution Act of 1990.
This authorization was crafted to resolve a
unique dispute between the State of Louisiana
and the Federal Government over the devel-
opment of the oil and gas resources on the
Outer Continental Shelf. Unfortunately, this au-
thorization has never been satisfied and my
home state has lost literally millions of dollars
as a result.

Today, I am joined by members from Lou-
isiana, Texas, New York and Pennsylvania in
introducing legislation directing the Minerals
Management Service (MMS) to grant the State
of Louisiana and its lessees a credit in the
payment of Federal offshore royalties to sat-
isfy the authorization contained within the Oil
Pollution Act of 1990 for oil and gas drainage
in the West Delta Field.

I will be brief with the history of this matter,
but I feel compelled to clarify for all our col-
leagues why the language contained in OPA
must be satisfied both out of concern for the
treatment of the State and for the protection of
our coastal environment.

In November of 1985, the State of Louisiana
began to notify the MMS that a federal lessee
was draining the West Delta Field at the ex-
pense of the State and its lessees. The Gov-
ernor made this request based on the entire
history of cooperative development agree-
ments between the State and Federal govern-
ment. The State sought to ‘‘unitize’’ the field
by allocating the appropriate shares of the
field’s resources to each lessee. Unitization is
standard practice in cases where multiple pro-
ducers share common reservoirs. Much to the
State’s amazement, officials at MMS dis-
agreed with the State and the entire Louisiana
congressional delegation regarding the need
and availability of relief for the State.

In order to bring some unbiased perspective
to the debate, the Congress authorized an
independent fact finder to review the situation
and to determine if unauthorized drainage oc-
curred and to what extent, if any, loss had
been identified. In 1988, the Congress, in the
Interior Appropriations Act for FY89, author-
ized the Secretary of the Interior to appoint an
independent fact-finder to determine if Lou-
isiana had been drained of its gas and oil re-
serves and, if so, the market value of those
confiscated reserves.

That independent fact finder reported to
Congress in 1989 that drainage had indeed
occurred and quantified the resulting loss. At
that point, the congressional delegation sought
and obtained an authorization of appropria-
tions for compensation that matched the deter-
mination of the fact finder. It is important to
note that during the 4-year period of study, the
federal lessee continued to drain the sacred
reservoir and actually continued to drain the
field until the Federal wells ceased producing
in 1998.

Why is that important to note? Because the
State is seeking compensation only for the
drainage that can be empirically determined
by the fact finder’s report for those initial 4
years. All drainage that occurred for the next
decade has basically been written off by my
State although they would have every right to
seek their share of those revenues siphoned
by the Federal Government. In short, my State
is knowingly leaving money on the table in
order to make a good faith effort to resolve
this issue.

In addition, we believe it is important to
point out that satisfying this obligation in no
way opens the doors to a myriad of similar de-
mands on the Federal budget. From early on,
the uniqueness of this situation was recog-
nized when the Department of Interior wrote to
then-Senator Johnston on September 19,
1991, that ‘‘To the best of our knowledge, the
West Delta dispute is the only (emphasis
added) situation in which the Department did
not agree to unitization, or a similar joint de-
velopment agreement on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf when requested to do so by the
Governor of a coastal State.’’ To verify that
this situation is unique, the State of Louisiana
thoroughly reviewed its records and has con-
firmed that there are no other similar cases
anywhere along the OCS boundary. In fact, in
that same letter the Department wrote, ‘‘The
Department agrees with your understanding
that Section 6004 (c) of the Oil Pollution Act
does not create a precedent for the payment
of any funds to any parties other than the
State of Louisiana and its lessees.’’

As for the environmental concerns raised by
the Federal government’s inappropriate ac-
tions, the record is clear. In OPA 90, the Con-
gress specifically reiterated the harmful effects
of ‘‘unrestrained competitive production on hy-
drocarbons from a common hydrocarbon-bear-
ing geological area underlying the Federal and
State boundary.’’ The logic behind this lan-
guage is simple. Why would we encourage the
construction and operation of more oil and gas
wells in U.S. waters than are necessary? If a
field can be produced with one well, having
two only doubles that chances of an accident.
The concept is common sense and has been
at the root of all Federal and State policies for
decades. I see no reason to abandon that in-
telligent precedent now.

Mr. Speaker, after years of waiting, my
State is interested in putting this issue behind
us and moving on. What makes that statement
so intriguing is that is the exact line the MMS
stated in a letter to the dean of the Louisiana
delegation over 9 years ago when they too
wrote, ‘‘We are also very interested in putting
this matter behind us.’’

Our legislation is simple. It will allow the
State and its lessees to recover a portion of
what was lost by the unauthorized develop-
ment of the West Delta Field and will do so in
the most benign of methods. The State and its
lessees have proposed an alternative method
for providing compensation by foregoing pay-
ment of federal royalties due by the lessee on
other federal leases and distributing those
withholdings to the State and lessee until the
federal obligation is satisfied. Upon restitution,
the lessee will resume their payments to the
Federal Government. By withholding royalty
payments and sharing those revenues propor-
tionately between the State and its lessees we
expect the Federal obligation will be satisfied
within 2 to 3 years.

After more than a decade, it is time for the
federal government to settle this outstanding
obligation and, at the same time, protect the
rights of my home State. In addition, we must
reaffirm that this Congress does not support
policies that may well create precedents that
would needlessly and recklessly endanger our
coastal environments.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday I was unavoidably detained during
rollcall vote No. 588.

Had I been present I would have voted yea
on rollcall No. 588.

f

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MRS. AGNES VENETTA
STANDBRIDGE

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Mrs. Agnes Venetta Standbridge, who will cel-
ebrate her 100th birthday on December 20,
1999.

As a young adult, Mrs. Standbridge ob-
served first hand the effects that both World
War I and World War II had on family and
friends. She saw the world turned upside
down as many of her friends, neighbors and
family went off to the trenches in Europe and
never returned or returned scarred by injury
and the nightmares of battle. During World
War II, Mrs. Standbridge was a young mother
raising her four children in Lemington Spa
near Coventry, England. There, she and her
husband, Albert Standbridge did their best to
protect their children from the sights and
sounds of German aircraft bombing factories
in the area. During these tumultuous times
she developed a quiet courage and inner
strength. By the early 1950’s she would need
that bravery to confront the passing of her be-

loved husband at a young age. She never re-
married and his memory remains with her
today.

Mrs. Standbridge began another memorable
chapter in her life when she moved to North-
ern California and ultimately settled in Moun-
tain View where she has lived for 38 years.
Living in beautiful Silicon Valley, Mrs.
Standbridge witnessed the world change
again—in a far more positive way. The tech-
nological revolution that has occurred over the
last few decades has made her world and
ours, a more prosperous place than ever be-
fore.

The events of the 20th Century have had a
great impact on Mrs. Standbridge’s life and
she has been shaped by the relationships of
those who hold her dear. Family and friend-
ship flow through her life and have enriched
her century of living. She is a great example
of resilience and courage. I’m proud to rep-
resent Mrs. Standbridge and ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing this extraor-
dinary woman a very blessed and a very
happy 100th birthday.
f

TRIBUTE TO PETER McCUEN

HON. DOUG OSE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a
humble heart to pay tribute to a distinguished
leader, a personal friend, and a true pioneer
for the city of Sacramento, Mr. Peter McCuen.
The city lost one of its great giants on Mon-
day, when Peter succumbed to his third battle
with cancer.

More than any other person in the last 20
years, Peter McCuen transformed the land-
scape of Sacramento and many of those who
live in it. We can see the visual legacy he left
when we drive through the Highway 50 cor-

ridor. The region’s most graceful skyscraper
and its most visible ziggurat building remind
us how integral he was in bringing prosperity
to the city.

Peter came to Sacramento in 1980 after
having successful careers as a professor at
Stanford University and a hi-tech entrepreneur
in Silicon Valley. He had planned on retiring in
the city. But immediately after he arrived, he
saw the many opportunities Sacramento had
to offer. He was involved in over 100 develop-
ment projects, including the Library Plaza, the
U.S. Bank Plaza, the Teale Data Building, and
the redevelopment of Mather Air Field. He
also played a vital role in brining major cor-
porations like Intel and Sprint to this region,
which created thousands of jobs for the peo-
ple of Sacramento. His impact on the eco-
nomic development of the Sacramento area is
unparalleled.

But for many of us, it is not just the subur-
ban business parks he built or the highrises
he helped engineer that touched our lives. It is
Peter’s unreserved generosity, canny vision,
boundless energy and incomparable intellect
that make him a truly unique human being.

Peter’s philanthropic efforts benefited a long
list of causes and groups in the city. His re-
nowned love of arts, education and civic orga-
nizations earned him the Regional Pride Ex-
cellence Award in 1991. He served on the ad-
visory boards of the Cancer Center at UC
Davis Medical Center and both the engineer-
ing school and the graduate school of man-
agement at UCD. He also served on the advi-
sory board to the president of the Cal State
University, Sacramento and the State’s Clean
Air Partnership.

Peter had a bright vision for our city, and he
tried everything in his power to fulfill that vi-
sion. Sacramento is a better place because of
Peter McCuen. My heart goes out to his wife
Susan, his two children, Pamela and Patrick,
and the entire McCuen family. Sacramento will
miss one of its true leaders.
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