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That is better than any energy policy
that can serve this Nation.

So send all electricity bills to the
Navy, care of the Vice President; and
maybe they will listen to what we are
demanding for America.

f

STEM CELL RESEARCH
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week
we said that we should fund adult stem
cell research and we should fund it gen-
erously. For diseases like Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s, diabetes, or serious ill-
nesses that have no cures, at least not
yet, stem cell research holds a lot of
promise. But we should be doing eth-
ical stem cell research, and that means
not using stem cells from human em-
bryos. Adult umbilical and placental
stem cell research holds a great deal of
promise, but killing human embryos is
wrong.

Look at this picture of Mark and
Luke Borden. These brothers were fro-
zen human embryos soon after they
were conceived. Some scientists may
have liked to have taken them as em-
bryos and destroyed them so they
could harvest the stem cells, but the
Borden family adopted them instead.

As human embryos, these little boys
were implanted in the womb of their
adopted mother where they matured
into babies and were born just like any
other children. Now they are happy and
healthy growing boys. Mark and Luke
Borden have the same right to live as
any other children. No one doubts that
now. We should not have doubted it
when they were human embryos either.

f

SUPPORT FOR PATIENTS’ BILL OF
RIGHTS

(Mr. OSBORNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to voice my support for the pa-
tient’s bill of rights sponsored by my
colleague, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. FLETCHER).

In evaluating the two bills providing
for patient protections before us, I had
to ask myself which of these bills will
improve health care without creating a
crisis. According to the Census Bureau
2000 current population report, in my
home State of Nebraska, 179,000 people
are currently without health insur-
ance.
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Mr. Speaker, the last thing I want is

for this body to pass legislation that
will significantly inflate the number of
uninsured. I have received many letters
and phone calls from small business
employers in my district asking for
leave from the high cost of providing
insurance to their employees. Many
employers in my district are facing
double-digit increases in health care
costs this year. The number of phone
calls and letters has tripled in the last

several weeks from these same employ-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, the goal of a Patients’
Bill of Rights legislation is to do two
things: number one, reduce the ranks
of the uninsured; and, number two, in-
crease access to health care coverage.
Unlimited lawsuits will accomplish
precisely the opposite. They will drive
up costs and increase the number of
people without health care insurance.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in sup-
porting this bill.

f

LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS NEEDED
FOR KLAMATH BASIN

(Mr. THOMPSON of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk briefly
about a problem, a serious problem, af-
fecting the Klamath Basin in Cali-
fornia and Oregon. The Klamath River
was once the third largest producer of
commercially fished salmon and
steelhead in the United States of
America. Today, the river’s coho salm-
on are listed under the Endangered
Species Act, and other fish stocks are
in terrible shape.

Since 1905, 80 percent of the Basin’s
wetlands have been lost to agriculture.
While this has been good for agri-
culture, it has come at a tremendous
cost. Since that time, we have seen
massive decline in wildlife. The re-
gion’s Native American tribes have suf-
fered as a result and so have commer-
cial and sport fishing industries and so
have waterlife and waterfowl and those
who rely on healthy stocks of the
aforementioned.

The commercial fishing industry that
relied on the region for livelihood have
suffered tremendously all up and down
the California and Oregon coast. The
region is still an important wetland
habitat for the world’s largest con-
centration of bald eagles and migra-
tory birds along and throughout the
Pacific Flyway.

Mr. Speaker, we have to work to-
gether in a bipartisan manner using
the best possible science.

The problems in the Klamath Basin are not
about the Endangered Species Act.

The problems are not about farmers vs.
wildlife.

We should not derrivate the Endangered
Species Act.

Instead we should work with the best avail-
able science to find a solution to protect our
remaining wildlife and at the same time protect
the economic viability of the region.

The bottom line is that we have over prom-
ised our water in that region.

We need to work together on a bipartisan
basis, with the farmers, tribes, fishermen and
local communities to form a long-term solution
for the Klamath region.

f

NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY
FOUNDED ON CONSERVATION
AND RESEARCH
(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker,
headlines earlier this month credited
widespread consumer conservation
with the recent drop in gasoline prices.
Those headlines told all of us how
much power we really had to reduce
the energy demand through conserva-
tion.

The Republican energy package in-
troduced next month will include in-
centives to encourage conservation
wherever possible. Conservation is a
cornerstone of our energy policy and
will be a dominant part of our energy
package. We are committed to helping
this Nation meet its growing energy
needs. We will implement a pragmatic
and diverse energy policy that includes
greater production of diverse energy
supplies. But that package will place
an equal reliance on bold and visionary
conservation measures. It will include
incentives that encourage research
into energy efficiency no one has yet
dreamed of.

Congress and the White House are
committed to a national energy policy
founded on conservation, research and
the prudent increase in energy produc-
tion. Together, these initiatives will
help us meet our energy needs through
the coming century.

f

TIME IS LONG OVERDUE TO PASS
A PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, the
time is long overdue to pass a Patients’
Bill of Rights that puts medical deci-
sions back in the hands of doctors and
patients. It is time to put the public’s
interest ahead of special interests.

We have a bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion. Ganske-Norwood-Dingell ensures
that medical decisions come before
business decisions. It gives every
American the right to choose their own
doctor, covers all Americans with em-
ployer-based health insurance, insures
that all external reviews of medical de-
cisions are conducted by independent,
qualified physicians and not HMO bu-
reaucrats.

Mr. Speaker, it is a bipartisan bill
which has broad public support en-
dorsed by the American Medical Asso-
ciation and the American Nurses Asso-
ciation. It is in stark contrast to the
bill that the House Republican leader-
ship has offered. That bill is an indus-
try-written bill that is designed to
stall and kill a real Patients’ Bill of
Rights. It does not give Americans the
right to choose their doctor. It allows
the HMO to choose the independent re-
viewer. That is like asking the fox to
guard the chicken coop.

Mr. Speaker, Congress needs to pass
the Ganske-Norwood-Dingell bill now.
It provides sound, responsible managed
care reforms and meaningful patient
procedures.
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