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Flornio and Escolastica Baca will celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary. The couple
will renew their wedding vows in a ceremony
at Mt. Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church in Bar-
stow, California.

Florenio and Escolastica were both born in
New Mexico. Florenio was one of thirteen chil-
dren born to Seledon and Isabeleta Baca,
while Escolastica was only one of two children
born to her parents, Rafael and Eufelia Gar-
cia. Eufelia, now 89 years old, is the couple’s
only surviving parent.

Florenio and Escolastica married on Janu-
ary 28, 1951 in La Joya, New Mexico, and
shortly afterwards the pair moved to Barstow,
California. Florenio worked for the Santa Fe
Railway and later went to work for a civil serv-
ice position only to return to the Santa Fe
Railway until his retirement. A hardworking
couple, Florenio and Escolastica were pio-
neers of the dual income family as Escolastica
worked a variety of jobs until her retirement
from a civil service position in Nebo, Cali-
fornia. All the while, Florenio and Escolastica
raised a loving family.

The couple was blessed with three children,
Gilbert, Sally and Evelyn. Today their children
are grown and married. Florenio and
Escolastica’s family now includes Gilbert’s
wife, Tracy Marcum, Sally’s husband, Scott
Stapp, and Evelyn’s husband, Joe Bensie.
Their children have given the Baca’s eight
grandchildren, Lindsay, Courtney, Brandy,
Larry, Erica, Adrian, Ryan and Mathew, and
one great-grandchild, Brooklyn.

I commend Florenio and Escolastica for
demonstrating their commitment to marriage
and family. The couple has provided love and
ongoing support to their children, grand-
children and great-grandchild playing an active
role in all of their raising.

Today the Baca’s spend most of their time
relaxing at home and visiting their family.
Escolastica remains very active at Mt. Saint
Joseph’s Catholic Church.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress and the people of Califomia, I ex-
tend our sincere congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. Florenio Baca.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication to the community and to the overall
well-being of my hometown of Corona, CA, is
exceptional. The City of Corona has been for-
tunate to have dynamic and dedicated busi-
ness and community leaders who willingly and
unselfishly give time and talent to making their
communities a better place to live and work.
Dr. Brenda Davis is one of these individuals.

On January 5, 2002, Dr. Davis will be hon-
ored as the outgoing 2001 President of the
Corona Chamber of Commerce. Currently Pro-
vost of the Norco Campus at Riverside Com-
munity College, Brenda provides great leader-
ship, administration and supervision over her
faculty and students. A person with passion
and principles, who has strived to have a posi-

tive effect upon her local community, Dr.
Davis’ leadership has been instrumental in
strengthening the bonds between the cities of
Corona and Norco, along with their business
and educational communities.

Dr. Brenda Davis holds a Doctor of Edu-
cation degree in Curriculum and Teaching, a
Master of Education Degree in Psychiatric—
Mental Health Nursing and Bachelor of
Science in Nursing all from Teachers College,
Columbia University in New York. Dr. Davis is
recognized as a very effective administrator
and has held several administrative positions
at Riverside Community College, including Di-
rector, Department Chairperson of Nursing;
Dean, Nursing Education; Dean, Grant and
Contract Services.

Brenda’s tireless, engaged action have pro-
pelled the City of Corona forward in a positive
and progressive manner. Her work to promote
the businesses, schools and community orga-
nizations of the City of Corona make me
proud to call her a fellow community member,
American and friend. I know that all of Corona
is grateful for her contribution to the better-
ment of the community and salute her as she
departs. I look forward to continuing to work
with her for the good of our community in the
future.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the Anti-Terrorism Charity Protection
Act, a bill that will not only ensure that organi-
zations supporting terrorism are denied the
benefits of an American tax deduction, but will
protect innocent citizens from donating well-in-
tentioned contributions to organizations that
misappropriate funds to support terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, since September 11th, we
have learned a great deal about Osama bin
Laden and the al Qaeda terrorist network. Bin
Laden apparently is rich, with a personal for-
tune of over $300 million. In addition, a com-
plex global financial network exists to supple-
ment his personal fortune. Alarmingly, evi-
dence suggests that organizations in the
United States and abroad have cloaked them-
selves as charitable groups to help funnel
funds to al Qaeda.

The President has already frozen the assets
of the Wafa Humanitarian Organization, the Al
Rashid Trust, the Makhtab al-Khidamat and
the Society of Islamic Cooperation. These
were groups that were supposedly charitable
organizations, but were mere conduits for rais-
ing money for the treacherous acts of Sep-
tember 11 and other acts of terrorism around
the world.

On December 3rd, the Administration froze
the assets of the Holy Land Foundation for
Relief and Development, a foundation based
in Richardstown, Texas. According to a De-
cember 5th article in The New York Times:

Mr. Bush and Treasury Secretary Paul
O’Neill said today that they believe many
Muslims who contributed to the Holy Land
Foundation did not know where their money
was going. ‘‘Innocent donors who thought

they were helping someone in need deserve
protection from these scam artists,’’ Mr.
O’Neill said at the White House. The Treas-
ury also announced action against the Al
Aqsa Bank and the Belt al Mal Holdings
Company, a bank that it described as ‘‘direct
arms of Hamas.’’

I ask that the full text of the article follow my
remarks.

It seems clear that the Holy Land Founda-
tion for Relief and Development is an organi-
zation that serves as the fundraising arm of
Hamas, which is responsible for hundreds, if
not thousands, of terrorist deaths in Israel over
the years, with a recent surge of murder of in-
nocent young people in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv
and Haifa.

I do not believe that the American people,
especially American Muslims, are intentionally
giving money to support terror. In fact, I am
sure that the vast majority of contributors to
this organization believed that their money
was going to support the legitimate humani-
tarian concerns that Americans have about the
situation in the Middle East.

The facts, however, indicate that these con-
tributions were being used to finance bombs
targeted at innocent civilians.

Mr. Speaker, Americans trust the IRS to de-
termine what is and what is not a charity. If
there is an organization that is designated by
the IRS to allow contributions to be tax de-
ductible, almost all of our citizens would auto-
matically assume that the group was legiti-
mate. The IRS does an excellent job applying
its regulations very stringently. Unfortunately,
according to the IRS, the Holy Land Founda-
tion did receive these benefits.

Currently, the IRS by internal regulation de-
nies charities affiliated with terrorism a tax de-
duction. This is all well and good, but the fact
is that this could be challenged in court. I be-
lieve that the IRS needs a stronger tool. I be-
lieve that this restriction must be in the law.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, during consideration of
the Financial Anti-Terrorism Act, I introduced
an amendment on this issue that Chairman
OXLEY, Mr. LAFALCE, and the Committee on
Financial Services were gracious enough to
accept, though it did not make it through con-
ference. The amendment asked that Treasury
study how terrorist organizations may use
charities to fund their operations. I am gratified
to see that the Department of the Treasury
and Secretary O’Neill seem to be focusing on
this issue and would encourage them to con-
tinue doing so.

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to win the War
on Terrorism, we must fight the war on every
front. The financial front is one important bat-
tleground and we must do everything we can
to ensure that our soldiers—not only in Af-
ghanistan behind rifles but here in America in
front of computer screens—have the weapons
they need to defend America.

[From the New York Times, Dec. 10, 2001]
BUSH FREEZES ASSETS OF BIGGEST U.S. MUS-

LIM CHARITY, CALLING IT A DEADLY TERROR
GROUP

(By David E. Sanger and Judith Miller)
WASHINGTON, DEC. 4—President Bush sig-

nificantly broadened his counterattack on
terrorist groups today, freezing the assets of
the largest Muslim charity in the United
States. Mr. Bush accused the charity of sup-
porting Hamas, the Palestinian militant
group that took responsibility for three sui-
cide bombings in Israel over the weekend.

Mr. Bush’s announcement was a strong
demonstration of solidarity with Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon of Israel, who has urged
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that Hamas be treated with the same sever-
ity as Al Qaeda’s terrorist network.

White House officials said they had
planned to move against the charity and two
banks that helped finance Hamas later this
month, but sped up the action after the
bombings, which killed 25 people and wound-
ed almost 200, many of them teenagers.

Treasury officials said the charity, the
Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Devel-
opment, based in Richardson, Tex., had been
under investigation since 1993.

In a statement the charity denied allega-
tions that it provides financial support to
terrorists. It said ‘‘the decision by the U.S.
government to seize the charitable donations
of Muslims during the holy month of Rama-
dan is an affront to millions of Muslim
Americans.’’

A senior official said the administration
had delayed acting for fear of harming the
F.B.I. investigation of the charity. Search
warrants were executed today when federal
officials seized documents at the charity
headquarters and other offices.

International political considerations were
also in play, other administration officials
said. The White House debated whether mov-
ing against Arab extremist groups could
weaken the coalition Mr. Bush has assem-
bled in the war on Afghanistan. ‘‘The bomb-
ings changed the politics of this consider-
ably,’’ a senior administration official said.

Speaking in the Rose Garden this morning,
Mr. Bush appeared to side with Mr. Sharon
in his characterization of Hamas. ‘‘Hamas is
one of the deadliest terror organizations in
the world today,’’ he said, adding that it
‘‘has obtained much of the money it pays for
murder abroad right here in the United
States.’’

The statement was something of a turn-
around for the administration. Its first list
of terrorist groups subject to American ac-
tion, released days after the Sept. 11 attacks,
made no reference to Hamas. A second list
released in October called Hamas and some
20 other militant groups terrorist organiza-
tions, but said few had assets in the United
States.

It is difficult to assess how effective the
administration’s new campaign will be in
slowing Hamas. Officials said the group re-
lied on American charities that solicit funds
in many mosques around the country for
tens of millions of dollars each year. Hamas
has long said that the money goes to social
causes, easing the suffering of Palestinians.
The Treasury and F.B.I. say they have evi-
dence the money is siphoned to the organiza-
tion’s terrorist arm.

The State Department says that Hamas
also receives some funding from Iran, but
even more from wealthy patrons in Saudi
Arabia and Palestinian expatriates in the
gulf. The success of the Bush administra-
tion’s crackdown will depend largely on its
ability to persuade those countries to follow
suit.

Mr. Bush and Treasury Secretary Paul
O’Neill said today that they believe many
Muslims who contributed to the Holy Land
Foundation did not know where their money
was going. ‘‘Innocent donors who thought
they were helping someone in need deserve
protection from these scam artists,’’ Mr.
O’Neill said at the White House. The Treas-
ury also announced action against the Al
Aqsa Bank and the Beit al Mal Holdings
Company, a bank that it described as ‘‘direct
arms of Hamas.’’

So far, a half dozen banks in the United
States have frozen $1.9 million of the Holy
Land Foundation’s assets, Treasury officials
said today.

In Richardson, F.B.I. agents and local po-
lice officers stood guard outside the Holy
Land Foundation offices as movers removed

items such as file cabinets, office furniture
and computers in accordance with President
Bush’s order.

Movers using a tractor-trailer arrived with
the seizure notice at about 8 a.m. and
worked into the night.

Steven Emerson, an expert in Islamic ter-
ror networks, said that the United States
knew as early as 1993 that Hamas leaders
were ‘‘meeting in America and using Holy
Land Foundation as a conduit to raise
money for terrorism, recruit support, and
undermine the U.S.-sponsored peace proc-
ess.’’
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Mathematics, Engineering,
Science Achievement (MESA) of the Univer-
sity of California for being selected as one of
the five most innovative public programs in the
country by Innovations in American Govern-
ment, a project of the John F. Kennedy School
of Government at Harvard University, the Ford
Foundation, and the Council for Excellence in
Government.

I have long supported MESA, which helps
educationally disadvantaged students to excel
in math and science. MESA encourages stu-
dents to develop an academic path to college
and attain baccalaureate degrees in math and
science fields. Parents are encouraged to be-
come involved and learn that college can be
a reality for their children. In addition, MESA
brings in industry representatives in science
fields to introduce the students to science-
based career options.

Eighty-five percent of MESA’s graduating
high school seniors go on to college, com-
pared to only fifty percent of California’s grad-
uating high school seniors overall. Seven
other states have established programs based
on California’s MESA model. Today, more
than twelve percent of the nation’s historically
underrepresented students who attain bacca-
laureate degrees in engineering are MESA
students.

The Innovations in American Government
program identifies outstanding problem-solving
and creativity in public sector programs. This
year 1,200 programs were nominated for the
award. These programs underwent an ex-
tremely rigorous assessment process before
Innovations determined its winners.

I applaud MESA on its accomplishments
and wish the program continued success in
helping California students succeed.
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Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I want to
express my support for S. 1793, the HEROS

Act, which will help provide relief from student
loan deadlines and administrative require-
ments to victims and their families of the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks, and for members
of the military who are called up for active
duty in response to those attacks. S. 1793
provides the Secretary of Education with the
authority to waive specific aspects of the stu-
dent aid programs to make sure that these
people are not adversely affected financially
by being victims of these attacks or being on
active duty.

S. 1793 is similar to H.R. 3086, which
passed the House in October by a vote of
415–0. The authority granted by the HEROS
Act is similar to authority granted during
Desert Storm, and expires on September 30th,
2003. The HEROS Act addresses issues of
loan repayment for individuals directly affected
by the attacks, and the student aid eligibility
for these individuals, while ensuring the integ-
rity of the student loan programs. The Sec-
retary may help such individuals by reducing
or delaying monthly student loan payments, or
by lifting obligations for repayment by military
students, or other actions that help such bor-
rowers avoid inadvertent technical violations or
defaults.

The HEROS Act would also allow the Sec-
retary to help institutions and organizations
participating in the Federal student aid pro-
grams that are affected by the attacks so that
they may receive temporary relief from certain
administrative requirements. For such institu-
tions, some administrative requirements may
be rendered unreasonable to meet as a result
of the September 11 attacks.

Congress will also have the opportunity to
learn about the effectiveness of these waivers,
as the Secretary will be required to report on
the waivers granted and make recommenda-
tions for any statutory or regulatory changes
that may help provide these students relief in
the future.

As we all know, September 11 had a dev-
astating impact on our Nation and our econ-
omy. The HEROS Act will provide crucial relief
to those students who were victims of this hor-
rible event, and will also protect the eligibility
of students serving in the military. By helping
military students remain eligible for student
aid, we can help ensure that our next genera-
tion of leaders is properly prepared to face an
increasingly interconnected global environ-
ment, and can help rebuild our nation and pro-
tect against future attacks. The HEROS Act
thus is looking to the future, while helping
those burdened by our recent past and I sup-
port S. 1793.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in oppo-
sition to this resolution.

I want to be very clear: I strongly support in-
spection of Iraqi weapons facilities. This reso-
lution, however, is not the best way to accom-
plish that goal.

We clearly stand at a moment in history
when we must reinvent our foreign policy to
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