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However, Mr. Speaker, it is time that these
fine folks be known for more than just their
onion.

In the aftermath of September 11th, the
people of Vidalia took it upon themselves, to
erect and commemorate a flag pole and
American flag to fly over their town. Under the
direction of Mrs. Lynette Reid and the local
Daughters of the American Revolution, the
people of Toombs’ county seat went out and
raised money from local citizens and compa-
nies to make this dream a reality. As a result
of the hard work of its citizens, the city of
Vidalia, GA now has an American flag that
flies 24 hours a day, and is illuminated at
night. It serves as a constant reminder of what
we believe in and who we are. It is my honor
to acknowledge them here today, and com-
mend them for their quick work.

Mr. Speaker, it is actions like these that
make me proud of our nation. Stories like
these have occurred all across the country,
and I want to thank each and every one who
have been a part of America’s response. I
would especially like to thank the people of
Vidalia, GA. The patriotism, devotion, and de-
termination that they have demonstrated em-
bodies some of the best American qualities.

I am also pleased, Mr. Speaker, in closing
to submit some articles from the Vidalia Ad-
vance-Progress about this patriotic project.

[From the Advance-Progress, Nov. 14, 2001]
FLAG STAFF DEDICATED IN DOWNTOWN PARK

(By Kathy D. Bradford, Staff Reporter)
It may be considered by some as nothing

short of a miracle.
A special ceremony was held Sunday after-

noon in the Meadows Street Park to dedicate
a 35-ft. illuminated flag staff and an Amer-
ican flag. An impressive gathering of citizens
witnessed the patriotic event.

The desire to erect the flag staff originated
in the October 3 meeting of the Vidalia Chap-
ter Daughters of the American Revolution.
Less than two months after actually solic-
iting community support, the idea came to
fruition.

‘‘This program is designed to dedicate this
flag staff and flag to the heroes of September
11,’’ said Mrs. R. Hugh Reid, coordinator of
the event.

‘‘Remember, this is the 11th day, of the
11th month,’’ she said. ‘‘This Veterans Day
also coincides with the second month anni-
versary of the tragedy currently facing our
nation.’’

Mrs. William F. Ledford, Past Regent of
Vidalia DAR Chapter, and John Kea of the
Downtown Vidalia Association, opened the
ceremony with 11 tolls of the bell in the ga-
zebo in the park, followed by the Color
Guard of American Legion Post 97 presenting
the flag of the United States of America.

All stood at attention as the flag was un-
furled, raised to the top of the staff, lowered
to half-staff and then raised again. As if on
cue, the wind began to pick up and the flag,
with all its glory, began to color the sky
with red, white and blue.

Involving the youth of the area, Girl Scout
Troop #355, Mrs. John Tyson, Troop Leader,
led the Pledge of Allegiance, and the local
Boy Scout Troop, Mr. Allen Rice, Scout Mas-
ter, responded with the American’s Creed.

A unison of voices filled the air as Mr. and
Mrs. Jerome Toole led ‘‘The National An-
them’’ accompanied by the Vidalia Com-
prehensive High School band under the direc-
tion of Mr. Tim Quigley.

And then it came time for special recogni-
tion of the men and women who helped cre-
ate the minor miracle. Noting the contribu-
tions of local citizens who have worked dili-

gently to see the event culminate on such a
special day, Mrs. Reid named organizations
and others who have played a role.

‘‘We really appreciate our young people for
their assistance,’’ she said. ‘‘Dr. Tim Smith
was very receptive to the idea.’’ In his ab-
sence, students represented the local school
system and included Victoria Waring and
John Carroll, J.D. Dickerson Primary
School; Tiffany Fowler, Sally D. Meadows
Elementary School; Regan Morgan and
Evander Baker, J.R. Trippe Middle School;
and Matt Stanley, Student Government As-
sociation, and Blake Tillery, Senior Class
President, Vidalia Comprehensive High
School.

Gifts from organizations included Amer-
ican Legion Post #97, Mr. Hershel C. Connell,
Commander, American Legion Post #97 Aux-
iliary, Ms. Denise Pitman, President; Down-
town Vidalia Association, Mrs. Linda Clarke,
President; Vidalia Lions Club, Mr. Joel Gar-
rett, President; and Vidalia Women’s Club,
Mrs. Joe Brice, President.

Mrs. Reid further admonished the in-kind
services of Harry Moses, Harry Moses Con-
struction Company, Ron Lambert of Georgia
Power Company and Jerry Fields of Vidalia-
Lyons Concrete Company, all of whom
worked together to erect the staff. One other
company, who elected to remain anonymous,
as a local electrician and Vietnam veteran
who donated the equipment and installing
the lighting necessary to keep the flag lit at
night.

A bronze plaque will be embedded at the
base of the flag staff. The plaque will be in-
scribed in dedication to the ‘‘victims and he-
roes of September 11, 2001,’’ and designated
that it was dedicated on November 11, 2001.

Congressman Jack Kingston was unable to
attend the ceremony. In absentia, he for-
warded the following to Mrs. Reid:

‘‘Dear Friends: It is with great pleasure that
I send my warmest greetings to you. Let me be
the first to congratulate you on your initiative
and patriotism during these days following Sep-
tember 11th. I am very proud of all that you
have accomplished and I commend your hard
work.

The money that you all have helped raise is a
standing tribute to our country, and I can think
of no better way to show this pride than the flag
pole which you are dedicating today. I wish to
thank each and every one of you for making
this communitywide event possible and again
want to express my gratitude to everyone in the
1st District. We have all been affected by Sep-
tember 11th, but we also have become a stronger
nation. May God bless you, and may God bless
America.’’

The ceremony concluded with everyone at-
tending signing ‘‘God Bless America.’’

The eight-by-twelve foot flag will be flown
day and night to display the patriotism and
love of the United States as made evident by
the rapid response of local citizens in mak-
ing the project a reality.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL
WYLIE SLATER

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to pay tribute to Michael Wylie Slater, a
beloved environmentalist and activist, who
passed away on December 8, 2001. Michael
Slater was a compassionate, dedicated and
active member of his community, located in
the 14th Congressional District, which I rep-
resent. His passing is truly a loss to us all.

Michael Slater’s commitment to environ-
mental issues ultimately defined his career
and his life. As President of the Friends of the
Earth Foundation he had the opportunity to
work on those environmental issues closest to
his heart. Following his tenure as President,
he continued his activism on environmental
issues.

Michael Slater graduated from Stanford Uni-
versity. He began his career as an investor,
but felt deeply connected to those issues
which affect our Earth. He believed, correctly,
that those issues which affect the earth affect
all of us. Therefore, he devoted himself to
working to make the Earth a better, safer and
healthier place for us all to live. For this rea-
son, he has been cited by many as not only
an environmentalist, but a humanitarian; a fit-
ting label for someone so committed to valuing
and preserving humanity.

He shared his love of the environment and
commitment to environmental issues with his
wife of 34 years, Teri. Along with her work on
environmental issues she has worked tire-
lessly as a preservationist to save precious
landmarks and to ensure that important pieces
of our history are maintained. A day rarely
went by in which the two of them did not take
in the beauty of flowers, plants and other nat-
ural wonders. They passed their appreciation
and passion for the environment on to their
two sons, Eric and Edward. Michael and Teri
would often travel to wilderness locations to-
gether.

Michael Slater believed it was his obliga-
tion—and the obligation of all of us who are
here today—to ensure that what we have
today will be here for the next generation to
enjoy tomorrow. These are the words Michael
Slater lived by.

Mr. Speaker, I salute Michael Wylie Slater
today and I ask my fellow Members of Con-
gress to join me in honoring the life and leg-
acy of this member of the community who will
be so deeply missed.
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO EXPAND THE EARNED IN-
COME TAX CREDIT

HON. WILLIAM J. COYNE
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2001

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, since its incep-
tion in 1975, the Earned Income Tax Credit, or
EITC, has been an important part of the Fed-
eral Government’s ‘‘safety net’’ of programs
for Americans living in poverty. Its effect on
children is especially significant. Over the
years, the EITC has succeeded in lifting more
children out of poverty than any other govern-
ment program.

The EITC was conceived as a ‘‘work bonus’’
alternative to a proposal to provide cash wel-
fare to low-income two-parent families. It was
also seen as a way to lighten the burden of
Social Security taxes on low-income workers.
Over the years, the credit has been expanded
and increased. This program demonstrates the
way in which government can improve the
lives of its citizens in a meaningful way.

However, notable pockets of poverty remain
in our country. For instance, 29 percent of all
children in families having three or more chil-
dren subsist at incomes below the poverty
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