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This House has a chance to correct 

that, to reverse course, to honor our 
Nation’s veterans and to recognize 
their service, their sacrifice, and their 
patriotism. We can correct the harmful 
reconciliation instruction to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs and we can 
restore these cuts by supporting the 
motion to instruct conferees that will 
be offered later today by our colleague, 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. SPRATT). 

Quite frankly, we should be increas-
ing, rather than cutting, health and 
other benefits to our veterans. Let us 
not turn our back on our veterans. We 
should instead salute them. 

Vote for the Spratt motion to in-
struct conferees today when it comes 
to the floor. Vote to honor our vet-
erans, and vote for a better budget.

f 

PRESERVING THE DIGNITY OF 
OUR NATION’S VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentlewoman from Indi-
ana (Ms. CARSON) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I know there is a hard and fast rule 
that we cannot refer to someone in the 
other body, but since this person is no 
longer a Member of the United States 
Senate, let me dedicate my remarks to 
the Honorable Max Cleland, who be-
came a triple amputee in the Vietnam 
War and who is no longer in service in 
the United States Senate. 

I rise today to speak about the dig-
nity of our Nation’s veterans. Last 
week, Mr. Speaker, we offered and 
passed a resolution asking for the 
country to pray and to fast. I did not 
realize that at that time, according to 
what I am told, many of our troops in 
harm’s way were down to one meal a 
day. I did not realize at the time that 
it was them that we were asking to 
fast. 

As General Omar Bradley once stat-
ed, ‘‘We are dealing with veterans, not 
with procedures. We are dealing with 
their problems, and not ours.’’

I have a constituent who served his 
country in Vietnam, Mr. Bob Creasy. 
He was exposed to Agent Orange, the 
defoliant used to fight the war. Mr. 
Creasy did not realize at the time how 
deadly and poisonous the chemical was. 
Actually, none of us did. Many years 
later he experienced symptoms and ill-
nesses that can now be validated and 
linked to his exposure to Agent Or-
ange. 

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
claims that Bob is not eligible for com-
pensation because he did not come for-
ward when the symptoms first oc-
curred. The symptoms, however, were 
not recognized as being caused by 
Agent Orange until very recently. 

Why can we not validate the dis-
ability and compensate accordingly at 
this time? Is it that the Veterans’ Ad-
ministration is very restricted and lim-
ited in resources and will escape obli-
gations any way and however they can? 

What of our brave women and men 
who served in the first Gulf War? What 
of the Gulf War Syndrome? We are 
sending hundreds of thousands of 
young women and men into harm’s way 
at this very moment, and at the same 
time we are cutting benefits for those 
who served in previous wars. 

My observation, Mr. Speaker, is not 
extracted from a comic book. My name 
is JULIA CARSON, married to Sam Car-
son, a veteran of the Korean conflict, 
United States Marine Corps, who is 
now 100 percent service-connected dis-
abled. My son, Sam Carson, United 
States Marine, served his country well, 
fortunately during peacetime. 

It is not that I do not understand the 
plight of veterans, Mr. Speaker; I know 
the plight of veterans. There are over 
25 million veterans in this great Nation 
of ours, and in Indiana alone there are 
562,000. Are we supposed to tell them 
after serving in the military, defending 
our country, preserving our freedom, 
that the services that they need are 
unavailable in order to pay for a tax 
cut? 

I heard another rumor emanating 
from the administration about ‘‘shared 
sacrifices.’’ I suppose those ‘‘shared 
sacrifices’’ are relegated to the have-
nots and the have-even-less. To pass a 
budget that cuts mandatory spending 
from the President’s budget by $15 bil-
lion is unconscionable. Even that budg-
et was $3 billion too low to fully fund 
the needs of those who have served this 
country so ably. 

As our distinguished ranking member 
of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
EVANS) recently stated, ‘‘Our Nation 
must not require those who serve in 
uniform to bear the financial costs of 
their service-connected disabilities.’’

Give me a break. A tax break for 
those who need no tax break, who 
earned their wealth off of the United 
States of America, and now we are ask-
ing them to take more; and we give 
less to the people who are responsible 
for our well-being, for the most part, 
the veterans of this Nation? 

There is no excuse to delay the need-
ed medical care for our veterans. We 
need to show them with deeds and not 
with words that, regardless of their 
mission, we support their dedication to 
their jobs and that we are for them in 
their time of need. 

Last week, Mr. Speaker, I recited the 
words of the first President of the 
United States, George Washington, 
whose words are worth repeating at 
this time: 

‘‘The willingness with which our 
young people are likely to serve in any 
war, no matter how justified, shall be 
directly proportional as to how they 
perceive the veterans of earlier wars 
were treated and appreciated by their 
country.’’

Mr. Speaker, we must not fail our 
veterans.

OPPOSING PROPOSED CUTS IN 
VETERAN PROGRAMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Arizona 
(Mr. GRIJALVA) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I, too, 
rise today to add my comments to the 
chorus of dismay and opposition to the 
proposed cuts in veteran programs and 
benefits that we are currently hearing 
about in this country proposed by the 
President and approved by the Repub-
lican majority of this House. 

Many families in my district have 
sons and daughters, husbands and 
wives, family members, that are in the 
military and in this current conflict 
that this country finds itself in. Pres-
ently I have the responsibility to com-
municate to some of these families 
about the death, the serious life-
threatening injuries and the missing-
in-action status of some of their family 
members. I relate to them my personal 
respect, gratitude and sorrow at their 
anguish and at their sacrifice. 

Yet, while I am doing that, I find it 
unconscionable that while our men and 
women are fighting overseas, following 
the orders of their Commander-in-
Chief, we at home are reducing the 
health care benefits that our veterans 
have earned while risking and giving 
their lives in the service of this coun-
try, in the protection of our freedoms 
and in the extension of the liberties 
that we all enjoy. 

How can we possibly justify the budg-
et as passed by this House that con-
tains almost $29 billion in cuts in vet-
erans’ programs over a 10 year period, 
primarily in veterans benefits and 
health care. What are we going to tell 
the men and women presently in uni-
form and their families; that their 
service is honorable, needed, and re-
spected, but not worth the cost of full 
benefits for them and their future? 

Mr. Speaker, today I would urge all 
of my colleagues to restore and en-
hance the benefits and programs that 
have been earned by our veterans and 
cut by the President and this Congress. 
To do otherwise would be an appalling 
betrayal of America’s commitments to 
our veterans. 

At a time of war, let us not be hypo-
critical. Let us respect and enhance the 
benefits of our veterans, so as they sac-
rifice for us, as they follow the orders 
of their Commander-in-Chief, they will 
earn not only our respect, but entitle-
ment to benefits and protection of pro-
grams that will extend and support 
their quality of life.

f 

VETERANS CUTS DEPLORED BY 
VETERAN LEADERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized 
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes. 
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, while 

American troops are fighting over in 
Iraq, veterans of past wars are fighting 
a different battle here in the United 
States. These veterans, who sacrificed 
a great deal to serve their Nation with 
great distinction, are now essentially 
being told by the House Republicans, 
‘‘thanks for your service, but we are 
going to have to make major cuts in 
your health care and other services to 
pay for our huge tax cut for the 
wealthiest few.’’

Last month, House Republicans ap-
proved a budget by the slimmest of 
margins that cuts $14.2 billion in vet-
erans programs over the next 10 years. 
Upon hearing that veterans were not a 
priority of the Republican majority, 
several leaders of veterans groups sent 
letters to Republican leaders. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to read 
some excerpts from some of the letters 
sent to the Speaker, because I think 
they are so much on point. 

The first one is from Edward Heath, 
the National Commander of Disabled 
American Veterans. If I could just 
quote some sections, Mr. Heath writes: 

‘‘I write today on behalf of the 2.3 
million disabled veterans, including 
the more than 1.2 million members of 
the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 
to communicate our deep-seated out-
rage regarding the fiscal year 2004 
budget adopted by the House Budget 
Committee which would cut veterans 
programs by more than $15 billion dur-
ing the next 10 years. 

‘‘Has Congress no shame? Is there no 
honor left in the hallowed halls of our 
government that you choose to dis-
honor the sacrifices of our Nation’s he-
roes and rob our programs, health care 
and disability compensation to pay for 
tax cuts for the wealthy? You will be 
reducing benefits and services for dis-
abled veterans at a time when thou-
sands of our servicemen are in harm’s 
way fighting terrorists around the 
world and thousands more of our sons 
and daughters are preparing for war 
against Iraq. 

‘‘If you, in your leadership role in 
your House, allow this budget proposal 
to pass the House without exempting 
VA programs from the massive cuts, it 
could mean the loss of 19,000 nurses, 
equating to the loss of 6.6 million out-
patient visits or more than three-quar-
ters of a million hospital bed days. But 
that is not all of the devastation that 
will be caused by the proposed cuts. 
You will be reaching into the pockets 
of our Nation’s service-connected vet-
erans, including combat disabled vet-
erans, and robbing them and their sur-
vivors of a portion of their compensa-
tion. 

‘‘Mr. Speaker, this budget dishonors 
the service of millions of service-con-
nected disabled veterans, including 
combat disabled veterans, and seri-
ously erodes the Nation’s commitment 
to care for its defenders.’’ 

Mr. Edward Heath, the National 
Commander of Disabled American Vet-
erans, goes on to talk about the really 

negative impacts that these cuts will 
have. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to read sec-
tions from a letter that was sent to the 
chairman of the Committee on the 
Budget by Steve Robertson, Director, 
National Legislative Commission for 
the American Legion. 

He says, ‘‘Dear Mr. Chairman: The 
American Legion is deeply troubled by 
the impact H. Con. Res. 95, the Concur-
rent Resolution on the Budget, would 
have on veterans, especially severely 
service-connected disabled veterans 
and their families. 

‘‘Veterans did not cause the budg-
etary shortfalls and should not be fi-
nancially penalized in the name of fis-
cal responsibility. Much has been said 
that all Americans must be willing to 
make sacrifices to eliminate the budg-
et deficit. Severely service-connected 
disabled veterans have already made 
significant personal sacrifices for their 
earned entitlements.’’

Mr. Speaker, last is a letter to 
Speaker HASTERT from Joseph L. Fox, 
Sr., National President of the Para-
lyzed Veterans of America. 

He says in part, ‘‘Dear Mr. Speaker: 
The proposal, if implemented, would 
have a shocking effect on VA health 
care services and would be an affront 
to millions of veterans facing reduc-
tions in their health care, compensa-
tion, pension and education benefits. 

‘‘The House Budget Committee pro-
posal also calls for cutting $15 billion 
over 10 years, $463 million in fiscal year 
2004 alone, in VA mandatory spending 
under the guise of eliminating fraud, 
waste and abuse. We do not consider 
payments to war-disabled veterans, 
pensions for the poorest disabled vet-
erans and GI Bill benefits for soldiers 
returning from Afghanistan to be 
‘‘fraud, waste and abuse.’’ Ninety per-
cent of the spending for VA entitle-
ments goes in monthly payments to 
these veterans and their survivors. The 
House Budget Committee plan, if ap-
proved, would force cuts in each of 
these programs.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am only mentioning 
these letters because I think it is much 
better to quote from some of the people 
who are involved as veterans, from vet-
erans organizations, rather than speak-
ing myself, in terms of the real impact 
of the cuts in the budgets on veterans 
programs. 

I think the Republicans clearly were 
not listening to veterans last month 
when they approved the fiscal year 2004 
budget. I hope today they will keep 
veterans’ voices in when they have a 
chance to instruct budget conferees to 
restore the funds that they so callously 
took away last month. 

Mr. Speaker, the bottom line is, we 
are in the middle of a war, and to cut 
veterans’ programs at this time is defi-
nitely not the way we should go. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until noon today.

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. CAPITO) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

I am grateful to the Members of the 
House of Representatives and all those 
who work here on Capitol Hill because 
they exist and because they are who 
they are. They do what they do and try 
as they may to make a difference in 
this place, in this Nation, and in this 
world. 

I am grateful to You, O God, for hav-
ing placed me among them and for hav-
ing told me to be their father, their 
minister, their rabbi, a spiritual seeker 
with them in troublesome times. 

Finally, I am grateful to You, O 
Lord, because in the midst of such pub-
lic hearing and so much activity, I can 
find the solitude of prayer that shuts 
off the TV wars and simply questions 
the times in which we live and the pri-
orities which set our motion. 

In this most significant place, I find 
myself in them and with them, won-
dering what is the human dimension to 
government, to power, to war, and to 
life. I wonder, and I wonder further, 
and I wonder, until I come to You, our 
wonderful God. I wonder if You still 
recognize Yourself in us, for we were 
once made in Your image and likeness. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KLINE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

U.S. WILL NOT EXCUSE WAR 
CRIMES OF IRAQI REGIME 

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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