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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SWEENEY) (during the vote). Members
are advised there are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution, as amended,
was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

[J 1820

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SWEENEY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, further proceedings on the fol-
lowing questions will resume tomor-
row: H.R. 3786, H.R. 2993, H.R. 254, H.R.
3095.

————

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO
VETERANS’ DISABILITY BENE-
FITS COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1501(b) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal
year 2004 (38 U.S.C. 1101 NOTE), and the
order of the House of December 8, 2003,
the Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following members on
the part of the House to the Veterans’
Disability Benefits Commission:

Mr. Nick B. Bacon, Rosebud, Arkan-
sas.

Mr. Donald M. Cassiday, Aurora, Illi-
nois.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Tues-

H1443

day, March 23, 2004 and rule XVIII, the
Chair declares the House in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union for the further consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 393.

O 1820
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 393) estab-
lishing the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2005 and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2004 and 2006 through 2009, with Mr.
SIMPSON in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
the following time remained for gen-
eral debate confined to the congres-
sional budget: The gentleman from
lowa (Mr. NuUssLE) had 53%: minutes re-
maining, the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. SPRATT) had 57%2 minutes
remaining.

In addition, 1 hour remains on the
subject of economic goals and policies,
equally divided and controlled by the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SAXTON), and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. STARK).

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from lowa (Mr. NUSSLE).

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Chairman, | yield 3
minutes to the very distinguished gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD)

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Chairman, first,
I thank the chairman for the time and
commend him on the job that he has
done on the budget process. It is very
difficult to please 435 people and no-
body is ever happy in the end. It was
not exactly like they thought it would
be. So | think the gentleman from lowa
(Mr. NussLE) has done yeoman’s work
on this.

Mr. Chairman, | rise on the floor
today to strongly urge my colleagues
to consider the path of fiscal responsi-
bility and debt reduction at this crit-
ical juncture for our Nation. | rise to
offer my support for the fiscal year 2005
budget resolution to get this Congress
and our Nation on the right path.

Mr. Chairman, we are all too pain-
fully aware of the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and our Nation’s and
the free world’s war on terrorism that
has ensued. It has been a war that the
American people did not ask for. It has
been a challenge to the people of this
country, the greatest and most free na-
tion on Earth. But the costs, Mr. Chair-
man, the costs have been great in vir-
tually every single way.

On the fiscal side of the ledger, the
cost that this Nation has incurred
could never have been foreseen. This
body has agreed and enacted, rightfully
so in my opinion, to pay that price and
fight this war.

But, Mr. Chairman, the time to ad-
dress the growing debt is also at hand,
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