
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7364 September 22, 2004 
are still disappointed that despite all of 
the documentation we have given to 
the Pentagon that he has not received 
the award that he truly deserves, 
which is the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I want to give 
public thanks to John Howe, the histo-
rian of Albany’s 369th Veterans Asso-
ciation and all of his colleagues who 
have worked for years and years to get 
these recognitions for Henry Johnson. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. RANGEL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SWEENEY), 
both of whom have taken leadership 
positions in making sure that we cor-
rect these injustices of the past, along 
with Senators CLINTON and SCHUMER 
who have been stalwart supporters of 
the effort to award the Congressional 
Medal of Honor to Henry Johnson. 

Mr. Speaker, the cause endures. I 
thank all of my colleagues today for 
supporting this bill, but believe me, 
Mr. Speaker, based on the record, we 
should be doing a lot more than nam-
ing a post office building after Henry 
Johnson. We have worked hard through 
the years. We got the Purple Heart and 
we got the Distinguished Service Cross. 
We need to go the final step and obtain 
the Congressional Medal of Honor for 
Henry Johnson. 

I thank all the members of our New 
York delegation, and the many others 
in the Congress and across this country 
for staying with us in this battle 
through the years. In the end, Mr. 
Speaker, justice shall prevail. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I would just 
ask that our colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
OSE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 480. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LANCE ARM-
STRONG ON RECORD-SETTING 
VICTORY IN 2004 TOUR DE 
FRANCE 

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 761) congratulating Lance 
Armstrong on his record-setting vic-
tory in the 2004 Tour de France. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 761 

Whereas Lance Armstrong has proven him-
self to be the premier cyclist in the world 
with his most recent Tour de France victory; 

Whereas Lance Armstrong’s victory on 
July 25, 2004 makes him the only cyclist in 
history to win the Tour de France 6 times; 

Whereas Lance Armstrong displayed in-
credible perseverance, determination, and 

leadership on a course that included the 
mountainous terrain of the Pyrenees and the 
Alps, cobblestones, crashes among competi-
tors, and inclement French weather on his 
way to winning his 6th Tour de France; 

Whereas in 1997, Lance Armstrong defeated 
choriocarcinoma, an aggressive form of tes-
ticular cancer that had spread throughout 
his abdomen, lungs, and brain, and after 
treatment has remained cancer-free for the 
past 7 years; 

Whereas Lance Armstrong is the first can-
cer survivor to win the Tour de France; 

Whereas Lance Armstrong’s courage and 
resolution to overcome cancer have made 
him a role model to cancer patients and 
their families around the world, and his ef-
forts through the Lance Armstrong Founda-
tion have helped to advance cancer research, 
diagnosis, and treatment, and after-treat-
ment services; 

Whereas Lance Armstrong is the world’s 
most recognizable face of cycling, which is 
not only a sport, but a healthy fitness activ-
ity, a pollution-free transportation alter-
native, and a metaphor for life; 

Whereas Lance Armstrong continues to 
represent his hometown of Austin, his home 
state of Texas, and the United States with 
unparalleled distinction; 

Whereas Lance Armstrong serves as an in-
spiration to children and adults throughout 
the world, teaching people that they can 
overcome incredible odds and achieve their 
loftiest goals through hard work, determina-
tion, and belief in themselves; and 

Whereas Lance Armstrong’s accomplish-
ments as an athlete, teammate, cancer sur-
vivor, and advocate have made him an inspi-
ration to millions of people around the 
world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates Lance Armstrong on his 
historic victory in the 2004 Tour de France; 

(2) commends the unwavering commitment 
to cancer awareness and survivorship dem-
onstrated by Lance Armstrong; and 

(3) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to Lance Armstrong. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. OSE) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. OSE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
761, the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, today the House cele-

brates flat out the greatest cyclist who 
ever lived. Lance Armstrong won his 
record sixth Tour de France title in 
July, and for that reason, we honor his 
successes on the House floor today. 

He broke the record of five straight 
tours held by himself and Spain’s 
Miguel Indurain who won the race from 
1991 through 1995. 

b 1445 
No one had ever even won six Tour de 

France races, let alone six straight. 

With his victory, Lance Armstrong 
further cemented his place as one of 
sports’ greatest individual athletes. His 
incredible accomplishment of six 
straight grueling Tour de France wins 
can be ranked among any of sports’ 
greatest feats; Joe Dimaggio’s 56-game 
hitting streak and Cal Ripken’s 2,632 
consecutive games played; Edwin 
Moses’ 107 straight hurdles finals wins 
in track; Wayne Gretzky’s 51-game 
scoring streak in hockey; Bobby Bonds’ 
soon-to-break Henry Aaron’s record. 

These are all amazing accomplish-
ments, and by virtue of his victory, 
Lance Armstrong quite simply joins 
those people as an athlete for the ages. 
Perhaps more amazing than being the 
world’s greatest cyclist is the fact that 
Lance is living, period. Eight years 
ago, he overcame a deadly form of can-
cer. 

Lance has been a stellar athlete since 
his youth, playing soccer and cycling, 
but after high school, he focused solely 
on cycling. From 1991 through 1996, 
Lance won 13 bike races, including the 
U.S. National Amateur Championship 
in 1991 and the World Championships in 
1993. By 1996, Armstrong was the top 
ranked cyclist in the world. But during 
1996, after a victory at the Tour Dupont 
in North Carolina, he began to feel fa-
tigued and more discomfort than usual, 
even after an exhausting race. Later 
that year, he was diagnosed with tes-
ticular cancer. 

Some of Lance’s doctors at the time 
gave him only a 40 percent chance of 
surviving. And interestingly enough, 
he is quoted in his book as saying he 
thought they were being kind. Lance 
underwent three major operations. He 
endured chemotherapy to fight off the 
disease that had spread to his abdo-
men, his lungs and his brain. And re-
markably, with the help of our sci-
entists and medicine, the treatments 
were successful. Within a short year of 
being diagnosed with cancer, he was 
pronounced cancer free. 

As a survivor, Lance became one of 
the world’s most influential cancer re-
search advocates. You and I probably 
see him on TV every now and then. He 
founded the Lance Armstrong Founda-
tion to promote cancer research and 
awareness. He also wrote the best sell-
ing book, It’s Not About the Bike: My 
Journey Back to Life. It tells the full 
story of how his early successes were 
interrupted by cancer, how he survived 
cancer and how he eventually returned 
to racing and won his first Tour de 
France in 1999. 

Mr. Speaker, now that Lance has won 
his sixth straight race at the Tour de 
France, I strongly urge adoption of this 
measure. We all congratulate Lance for 
the most recent of his six incredible 
wins on the world’s greatest cycling 
stage and for his fervent advocacy of 
cancer research. I urge my colleagues 
to adopt this resolution. Today, it is 
not Vive la France; today, it is Vive la 
Lance. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am here today to 

honor a survivor, a role model, a real- 
life American hero and, yes, a proud 
citizen of the capital city of the Lone 
Star State of Texas. 

The name Lance Armstrong simulta-
neously strikes fear in the hearts of 
competitors, hope in the hearts of can-
cer victims, inspiration for survivors 
around the world and pride in the 
hearts of Americans everywhere. 

After winning his sixth consecutive 
Tour de France, the most of any cyclist 
in the history of this event, we have 
special reason to celebrate today with 
this resolution. For the more than 10 
million Americans living with cancer, 
as survivors, Lance Armstrong is a 
true champion in a very personal and 
particularly meaningful way. 

I believe that we are defined not by 
our setbacks but by our relentless de-
termination to overcome them. Lance 
Armstrong offers particular evidence of 
the importance of that approach. I re-
member watching in awe as Lance 
crossed the finish line after winning 
the first Tour de France, overcoming a 
grueling battle with cancer and a 
grueling Tour de France. I was over-
come with not just the importance of 
that moment but with the importance 
of everything that Lance had accom-
plished in getting to that point. 

While his accomplishments on his 
bike ensure him a place in history, his 
work as a public health champion right 
here in the United States Capital, in 
Austin and throughout the country 
have assured him a place in the hearts 
of many who battle cancer and the 
families and friends who love them. To 
meet the challenge, to strive to suc-
ceed whether in the Tour de France or 
the fight against cancer, Lance’s work 
shows us the power of personal perse-
verance. 

After an early career, Lance was 
stricken with a carcinoma, a life- 
threatening advanced form of testic-
ular cancer that spread to his lungs 
and brain. While his own recuperation 
was still not finished, he began to 
worry about the impact of the disease 
on others. The drive and determination 
that the world got to see on display 
during the Tour de France was evident 
to cancer patients and survivors before 
he wore the yellow jersey on the 
streets of Paris. 

That spirit led him to create the 
Lance Armstrong Foundation, an orga-
nization that has raised millions for 
cancer research, diagnosis, treatment 
and after-treatment services. Sales of 
the group’s distinctive yellow wrist-
bands, wristbands that I have seen 
around the country, with Lance’s 
motto, ‘‘Live Strong,’’ can be seen as 
evidence of the support not only for 
Lance but for all of those who battle 
cancer. 

Not satisfied with being the best cy-
clist to beat cancer, Lance set out with 
the goal of being the best cyclist, pe-
riod. Five years later, he has shown the 

world again and again, again and 
again, that determination, character 
and perseverance accomplish just that. 
His accomplishments remind us that 
for more people there should be life 
after cancer, and it should be meaning-
ful. 

This proud Texan and cancer sur-
vivor, public health advocate, Olym-
pian and, now, six time Tour de France 
champion has captivated the imagina-
tion and won the hearts of my 
homestate of Texas, our Nation and the 
world. I believe it is fair to say that no-
where is the enthusiasm greater than 
in Austin, where you see yellow bikes 
everywhere. You see yellow jerseys. 
You see yellow signs, and that yellow, 
when it comes to the Tour de France, 
is a sign of the courage of Lance Arm-
strong with this historic victory. 

Nothing has been more fun for me, 
Mr. Speaker, in the last few months, 
than riding down Congress Avenue to-
ward the Texas state capitol with 
Lance Armstrong, Mayor Will Wynn 
and a group of Austin police officers as 
some 70,000 of Lance’s fans gathered to 
cheer and share in this victory for our 
community. 

We can honor Lance’s victory by not 
only this resolution but by supporting 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s Comprehensive Cancer 
Control system, which is supported by 
the Lance Armstrong Foundation. This 
CCC system is a coordinated approach 
to reducing cancer incidents, mor-
bidity and mortality through preven-
tion, early detection, treatment and re-
habilitation. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, implementation of this ap-
proach would help to prevent new cases 
of cancer, detect cancer early, increase 
public education and awareness about 
cancer control, utilize state-of-the-art 
cancer treatments, provide appropriate 
rehabilitation and support in cancer 
care and use limited resources for can-
cer control more efficiently, elimi-
nating duplication of efforts. There is 
little doubt why the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation supports this approach, 
and I hope Congress can do as well. 

We can also honor Lance’s victory by 
recommitting ourselves and increasing 
funding for transportation enhance-
ments. As a member of the Congres-
sional Bike Caucus, a bipartisan effort 
aimed at encouraging cycling, I believe 
that we have an excellent opportunity 
through the transportation legislation 
that is pending to honor Lance once 
again. We have a great Lance Arm-
strong cross-town bikeway underway 
in Austin, but it needs to be connected 
to trails throughout the community. I 
am pleased the House has recently ap-
proved $9 million to do that in east 
Austin in this transportation bill. 

One day we will have the ability for 
people in central Texas to commute by 
bike from downtown all the way to the 
Dell Diamond out in Round Rock and 
the many trails around the area, simi-
lar to ones we have here in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area, can be in the capital 
city of the State of Texas. 

Well, it is not just that Lance Arm-
strong has faced difficult cir-
cumstances with cancer, he also out-
lines in his own book the challenges he 
faced as a cyclist on highways and by-
ways in Texas. Through the efforts not 
only of Lance but of the Texas Bicycle 
Coalition and particularly its very ef-
fective leader and executive director, 
Robin Stallings, we are doing much to 
promote increased use of cycling in 
Texas for all, bike to work, bike to 
school and safe programs going to 
school. Even if it is just going down to 
get a gallon of milk or a recreational 
ride, we can do much more with cy-
cling and to honor Lance by continuing 
to promote cycling as a wise transpor-
tation alternative. We must stay com-
mitted to transportation enhancement 
funding that will allow us to do that 
and ensure that we have many more 
people who aspire to the athletic abil-
ity of Lance Armstrong but also that, 
for all the rest of us, there are cycling 
alternatives as well. 

We have gained inspiration from his 
work, from the work of the Lance Arm-
strong Foundation, and I am honored 
to author this resolution that reflects 
the House of Representatives’ recogni-
tion of Armstrong’s many accomplish-
ments, both on and off the bicycle. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR). 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to join in commending Lance Arm-
strong on his 6th consecutive victory 
in the Tour de France. I know that the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
OSBORNE) recognizes the extraordinary 
accomplishment that winning the Tour 
de France represents. 

This is the world’s greatest athletic 
endurance contest. No comparison. It 
would be like compressing the National 
Football League’s 16 games into 3 
weeks, a game a day. I do not think 
there are any who could sustain the 
enormous output of energy required by 
even the least of the 192 riders who 
begin each year’s Tour de France. 

To win a stage is a great accomplish-
ment. To win the tour is extraordinary. 
Only five have won five tours. Only two 
have won five tours consecutively. And 
only one has won the Tour de France 
six times consecutively, and that is our 
America’s Lance Armstrong. 

Over 13 million people this year 
watched in person the Tour de France. 
It is the greatest citizens sporting 
event. No one pays to be on the side-
lines, to be in attendance at the Tour 
de France. There are no tickets. There 
is no reserved seating. There is no spe-
cial place. There is no charge. And yet 
a million people watched the time trial 
on Alpe d’Huez in which the riders in 
91⁄2 miles climb 5,000 feet with 21 
switchbacks in a race against the clock 
and which is in itself probably the 
most challenging sports event in the 
history of athletics. 

Lance Armstrong, after already 
riding over 2,000 miles, came within 1 
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second of the all-time record time trial 
climb on Alpe d’Huez, but that was 
enough to put him in the record books 
to solidify his position. As a leader, as 
an athlete, but, as he would like to be 
known, as a cancer survivor, he is 
quick to point out that while all of his 
accomplishments in the field of cycling 
are extraordinary, his greatest claim is 
as a cancer survivor. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I am 
happy to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER). 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to follow 
on the heels of my friend, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) 
and join in celebrating the amazing 
athletic accomplishments of Lance 
Armstrong. 

As my colleague mentioned, it is not 
just one person’s struggle against the 
finest athletes in the world on bicycles, 
or the most challenging terrain; it was 
a signal event in terms of concentra-
tion and endurance to be able to win 
this an unprecedented sixth time in a 
row. It was also one person’s struggle 
in terms of recovering in a battle 
against cancer to become perhaps the 
preeminent athlete in the world. 

Finally, the point I would make is 
that Lance Armstrong helps us put a 
human face on the mode of transpor-
tation by cycling. It is not just the 
most efficient mode of urban transpor-
tation ever developed, it is something 
that is making a difference in the lives 
and livelihood of people around the 
country. It is a $6 billion industry. 
Over 33 million Americans rode their 
bikes last month, and about half a mil-
lion get to work every day commuting 
by bicycle. 

Last, but by no means least, at a 
time when we are deeply concerned 
about an epidemic of childhood obe-
sity, cycling is a simple, common-sense 
way for young people to become phys-
ically fit, while they help protect our 
environment and learn lifelong health 
skills. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I have no fur-
ther requests for time, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
the balance of my time, and I urge 
Members to support this legislation. 
Lance Armstrong is a true American 
hero, and he has proved it not only 
with his initial victory but five times 
over. 

I urge passage of this legislation. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-

DER). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from California 
(Mr. OSE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 761. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 

the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING EF-
FORTS OF INDIVIDUALS AND 
COMMUNITIES WHO VOLUN-
TEERED OR DONATED ITEMS TO 
NORTH PLATTE CANTEEN DUR-
ING WORLD WAR II 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 161) recognizing the out-
standing efforts of the individuals and 
communities who volunteered or do-
nated items to the North Platte Can-
teen in North Platte, Nebraska, during 
World War II from December 25, 1941, to 
April 1, 1946, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 161 

Whereas at the beginning of World War II 
residents of North Platte, Nebraska, received 
information that members of the Nebraska 
National Guard from the North Platte area 
would be traveling through the community 
of North Platte on a troop train en route to 
the west coast; 

Whereas residents of the North Platte com-
munity met the troop train on December 17, 
1941, with food and other gifts for the troops 
when they arrived at the Union Pacific train 
station; 

Whereas although the troop train carried 
young men from Kansas instead of members 
of the Nebraska National Guard, the resi-
dents of North Platte presented the young 
men from Kansas with the food and other 
items that were donated; 

Whereas Rae Wilson, of North Platte, pro-
posed establishing the North Platte Canteen 
to the North Platte community so residents 
would greet every troop train that traveled 
through North Platte and provide the mili-
tary troops with comforts from home on 
their way to serve their country during 
World War II; 

Whereas on December 25, 1941, the North 
Platte Canteen began serving food and other 
items to the United States military troops 
traveling across the United States to either 
the east or west coast before being shipped 
overseas; 

Whereas during World War II, the North 
Platte Canteen routinely greeted and served 
food to between 3,000 and 5,000, and up to a 
maximum of 8,000, uniformed personnel on a 
daily basis for an approximate total of 
6,000,000 personnel from every corner of the 
Nation; 

Whereas individuals from 125 communities 
in Nebraska, Colorado, and Kansas donated 
food and volunteered at the North Platte 
Canteen over its period of operation of ap-
proximately 5 years; 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen oper-
ated strictly with volunteers from local com-
munities, organizations, churches, schools, 
and other groups and received no Federal as-
sistance for its operation; 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen received 
$137,000 in cash contributions from benefit 
dances, scrap-metal drives, school victory 
clubs, donation cans in local businesses, and 
relatives of servicemembers who traveled 
through the Canteen to help maintain the 
Canteen’s operations over its period of oper-
ation; 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen during 
one month alone served over 40,000 home-
made cookies, 30,000 hard-boiled eggs, nearly 

7,000 cup, loaf, and birthday cakes, and over 
2,800 pounds of sandwich meat to serve to 
uniformed personnel; 

Whereas a typical daily shopping list 
might include 175 loaves of bread, 100 pounds 
of meat, 15 pounds of cheese, 2 quarts of pea-
nut butter, 45 pounds of coffee, 40 quarts of 
cream, and 500 half-pint bottles of milk; 

Whereas the greatest contribution of the 
North Platte Canteen to the war effort was 
as a morale booster and a reminder to 
servicemembers of the American values and 
ideals for which they were fighting; and 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen was 
honored and recognized by the United States 
military with the War Department’s Meri-
torious Wartime Service Award: Now, there-
fore, be it— 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the outstanding efforts of 
the individuals and communities involved 
with the North Platte Canteen that served 
the needs of 6,000,000 military personnel, who 
traveled through North Platte, Nebraska, on 
troop trains from December 25, 1941, to April 
1, 1946, during World War II; and 

(2) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation recognizing the gallant efforts 
of those who made enormous sacrifices to 
make the North Platte Canteen a success 
during World War II. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. FRANKS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. DAVIS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the resolution under consider-
ation, H. Con. Res. 161. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume, and I stand today in support 
of House Concurrent Resolution 161, 
sponsored by my good friend and col-
league, the gentleman from Nebraska 
(Mr. OSBORNE). This very appropriate 
resolution recognizes the true Amer-
ican spirit demonstrated by the people 
of North Platte, Nebraska, during the 
Second World War. It is the spirit of 
unwavering dedication to a cause and 
noble sacrifice for our troops. This is 
the same spirit that won the Second 
World War, Mr. Speaker. 

The actions of these Americans to 
build a community center, a canteen, if 
you will, for our troops, at their own 
expense and not at the U.S. Govern-
ment’s expense exemplifies the gen-
erous heart and patriotic resolve of the 
people of the Great Plains. Their past 
devotion to our men in uniform is un-
forgettable, and it is only fitting that 
when our country is now at war with 
terrorism that we recognize the efforts 
of those on the homefront in our his-
tory. 

I commend the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. OSBORNE) for his fine work 
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