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World War Il. He is best remembered for the
countless hours he spent serving St. Paul's
Church, Holy Rosary Church, Holy Family
Residence, The Penn Ridge Club and the Irish
American Men’s Association.

Mr. Forbes served with the Australian Army
in the Republic of South Vietnam in the 3rd
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, in 1971
as a combat medic. He also served as a drum
major and a piper.

Following a successful business career, Mr.
Forbes settled in northeastern Pennsylvania
where he currently serves as national com-
mander of the Veterans of the Vietnam War,
Inc., and the Veterans Coalition, which is
headquartered in Pittston, Luzerne County.

Mr. Forbes has made it known that he will
dedicate his award to the memory of three
Scranton natives who served during the Viet-
nam War and are believed to have made the
ultimate sacrifice and were declared missing in
action. Their names are: Frederick Krupa,
Wesley Ratzel and Lothar Terla.

To further honor the memories of these
men, Mr. Forbes will present a synopsis of
their service records to student representa-
tives at each of Scranton’s four high schools
so the stories of their heroic service can be re-
told and so the present generation under-
stands that they and all others who have died
fighting for our country are gone . . . but not
forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Forbes for his selfless service to
military veterans. Those who serve to protect
others deserve the best this grateful nation
has to give. Mr. Forbes has spent many years
advocating for veterans rights, a crusade that
has improved the quality of life for all who
have worn a uniform and volunteered to place
themselves in harm’s way.
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, in honor
of the 90th birthday of Harry Berger, | am
proud to share with my colleagues a tribute to
this great American, lovingly written by his son
Robert I. Berger. Clearly Mr. Berger is deserv-
ing of this recognition by the United States
House of Representatives.

Harry Berger was born on March 26, 1916
in Hungary. During World War Il, he and his
family were forcibly removed from their homes
and taken by the Nazis to live in a crowded
Jewish ghetto. Not long after, my father, along
with other men his age, were taken by Ger-
man and Hungarian soldiers to work as slave
laborers for the balance of the war. After my
father was liberated by American soldiers, and
unable to return to his home because it was
then under Russian control, he obtained a
temporary visa to live and work in Brussels,
Belgium. It was there that my father met my
mother, Helen Berger, a survivor of Auschwitz,
with whom he will celebrate 58 years of mar-
riage on February 28, 2006.

My parents, together with me age 2%, ar-
rived in the United States on January 6, 1952,
and settled in the Albany Park neighborhood
of Chicago. My sister Margaret was born in
Chicago in 1954. My parents and | became
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naturalized citizens in 1957. In 1964, my par-
ents achieved the American dream and pur-
chased their own home in the Rogers Park
neighborhood of Chicago where they lived
until 1992 when they moved to Lincolnwood,
lllinois.

My father worked as a tailor at Broadlane
Clothiers in the Uptown neighborhood of Chi-
cago from the time he arrived in the United
States until the store closed in approximately
1980. My father then worked for Lytton’s and
then Mark Shale on Michigan Avenue, where
he was awarded Employee of the Year honors
before retiring in 1995.

In addition to having worked hard to provide
for his family, my father made time and
worked tirelessly for many good causes in the
service of others. My father served on the
Synagogue Board and Men’s Club Board of
Congregation Ezras Israel in the Rogers Park
neighborhood of Chicago and served two
terms as President of the Men’s Club and two
terms as President of the Congregation. More
amazing is that my father served as President
of the Congregation when he was in his mid-
eighties.

My father was also a Board Member and
two term President of the Zionist Organization
of Chicago (ZOC), the Chicago chapter of the
Zionist Organization of America (ZOA). The
ZOA is one of the oldest and largest Israel ad-
vocacy organizations in the United States.
Founded in 1897, to support the establishment
of a Jewish state, past presidents of the ZOA
include Justice Louis D. Brandeis. In 1996, the
ZOC honored my father and mother with the
State of Israel Award for their long-time com-
mitment and service to the organization and to
the State of Israel.

My father has also helped raise hundreds of
thousands of dollars for the State of Israel. In
2001, my father and mother were honored at
an Israel Bond Luncheon that raised over one
half million dollars in Israel bonds. My father
has supported many other Jewish charities in-
cluding the JUF.

My father has lived in the United States for
the past 54 years and has loved all of the
ideals for which this country was founded. He
has been an exemplary citizen, never taking
for granted the freedom and opportunity that
this country afforded him and his family. He
has voted in every election, he has always
kept informed of the issues facing America,
and he has worked for candidates for various
elective office. My father has lived the Amer-
ican dream. He came to this country a Holo-
caust survivor and refugee with a wife and
young son and barely a penny to his name.
He worked hard, bought a home, paid off the
mortgage, raised two children, provided for his
family, and has and continues to live a decent
and productive life.

One of my father's great pleasures is sports.
As a young boy in Hungary he loved to play
soccer. In his new home, he came to under-
stand and love baseball, football and basket-
ball. He loves the White Sox, Cubs, Bears and
Bulls, and would often take me to games on
Sundays, his one day off of work. My father’s
joy was immeasurable when his beloved
White Sox finally won the World Series this
past Fall.

My father's 90 years, 54 of them in the
United States, is an example of what Tom
Brokaw called “The Greatest Generation.” He
provided for his family and found time and en-
ergy to help others. His life is to be celebrated
and honored.
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HONORING EDGERTON PUBLIC
LIBRARY
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend congratulations to the Edgerton Public
Library in Edgerton, Wisconsin, on the occa-
sion of its grand opening celebration. Housed
in the Carnegie building originally built in
1907, the library is an impressive tribute to the
people of Edgerton.

A public library serves as the cornerstone of
democracy. A library fosters intellectual free-
dom and makes available to all citizens an ex-
tensive information network. In a local setting,
citizens have access to global resources of in-
formation. The educational importance of a
public library is immensely important in im-
proving the community by providing access to
higher learning, A library is a requirement for
a cultivated democratic society.

A public library allows citizens to perform
their civic duties placed upon them in our
noble democratic nation. It not only provides
free worldwide access to information, but also
is a place where residents can obtain informa-
tion about their community, and where internet
access, tax forms and voter registration forms
are provided. The role of the public library is
essential in supporting a democratic state. The
Edgerton Public Library has gone beyond its
civic duty in providing these services for the
public.

In spite of the many challenges they faced,
the people of Edgerton were committed to this
important project. | am proud to recognize the
efforts of a community that created a dream
and followed through to success. | join the
residents of Edgerton in celebrating the grand
opening of the newly expanded and renovated
Edgerton Public Library and wish them the
best for many years to come.

———
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | am intro-
ducing the District of Columbia Legislative Au-
tonomy Act of 2006, the second in a series of
“Free and Equal D.C.” bills to remove the re-
maining congressional statutes that impose
discriminatory and unequal treatment on the
District of Columbia as a U.S. jurisdiction, on
its elected and public officials, and on its citi-
zens. These bills are different from the No
Taxation without Representation Act, which in
addition to providing equal treatment, would
remedy a major violation of basic human
rights recognized under international law and
treaties and, moreover, a human rights denial
found only in the United States. Residents jus-
tifiably focus on this most basic of infringe-
ments, but our city can and must make more
progress on other unnecessary requirements
and denials that violate the rights of the tax-
paying American citizens who live in the Na-
tion’s capital as well.
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