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will tell you it is the 2 years he was
president of the Association of Former
Members of Congress.

Matt McHugh personifies what a
Member of Congress ought to be be-
cause of his integrity, his willingness
to work with Members from both sides
of the aisle for the good of the country,
and because of his dedication to the
ideals of deliberative representation. I
would like Matt to come forward here.

This plaque that we are going to
present to Matt is inscribed as follows:
The 2006 Distinguished Service Award
is presented by the U.S. Association of
Former Members of Congress to the
Honorable Matthew F. McHugh for his
long and illustrious career in the House
of Representatives, and for his laudable
efforts as counsel to the president of
the World Bank. During his entire ca-
reer in public service, Matt McHugh
exemplified the highest standard of in-
tegrity, dignity, and intellect. He in-
spired those serving with him and left
a legacy for those serving after him.
His beloved State of New York sent to
Congress one of the best and brightest
ever to walk these hallowed Halls of
the Capitol and his former colleagues
applaud and salute him for his distin-
guished and dignified service.

Mr. MCHUGH. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Jack, for your very gra-
cious remarks and for this recognition.

Thanks to all of you for being here
this morning. We want to thank you,
Jack, and the officers and staff for the
great work that you do in leading the
association and in making those pro-
grams that we heard about this morn-
ing work so well. On a personal note, I
also want to say on behalf of my wife,
Alanna, and myself how much we ad-
mire you and, as the Speaker said, our
thoughts and prayers are with you and
Charlie during these very tough times.

I also want to express appreciation to
my wife and my family, some of whom
are here in the gallery this morning.
As we all know, politics is an exhila-
rating, serious profession with a lot of
rewards and satisfactions along the
way. But most of those rewards go to
the candidate and the officeholder and
precious few go to the spouse and the
family. They make enormous contribu-
tions, but they are very seldom recog-
nized. So today is a day to say thank
you to Alanna and to my family for
their patience and understanding and
support at all times in my life, but es-
pecially during those very hectic polit-
ical years that we are all so familiar
with.

As I said, I am grateful for this rec-
ognition, but I am very much aware
that the honor could as easily go to
anybody sitting here. As I look around
the Chamber, I see so many people who
have contributed so much to our coun-
try and to the Congress. One of the
great things about our association is
that it gives us an opportunity to con-
tinue to serve an institution that we
love. I see so many of you who have
done that, during your years here and
afterwards as well. The association
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brings us together for a variety of rea-
sons. We get to see old friends. We re-
flect upon some of the experiences we
shared together here. We learn some-
thing new about what is happening in
the world today. But most importantly
the programs of the association give us
a chance to continue to serve in some
small measure the institution that we
do love and that is so important to the
lifeblood of this country, the Congress.

We are able in some small measure to
increase public awareness of how im-
portant Congress remains to the coun-
try. We have heard many of the pro-
grams described this morning, some of
which serve that purpose very well but
none more important, I think, than the
Congress to Campus Program. I know
many of you have participated in those
campus visits that have been already
described. Bill Goodling and I went to-
gether recently to Amherst College,
and as always we were really touched
by how impressive the young genera-
tion is, idealistic, bright.

But at the same time given the kind
of coverage that government and poli-
tics gets today and the other distrac-
tions and pressures young people have
in their lives, there is a real risk that
many of them will not really take a
real serious interest in public service.
Of course, that would be a great trag-
edy for the country because clearly the
future of the country rests with them.
It rests with young people like my own
granddaughter who is here today who
is going off to college in the fall. And
so the Congress to Campus Program
gives us a chance to reach out to those
young people to explain why public
service is important and rewarding, to
demonstrate among other things that
Republicans and Democrats who serve
together can actually talk and discuss
issues thoughtfully and constructively,
and to encourage them to really engage
in public service and community serv-
ice when their school days are over.

I think we can be grateful to our as-
sociation for giving us that oppor-
tunity, not only in the Congress to
Campus Program but in many other
ways as well. I know that we are very
limited on time. We are almost ready
to abandon the Chamber, so I would
like to close simply by thanking all of
you for your work with the association,
for your continuing service to the Con-
gress and the country, for the recogni-
tion that you have given me today, and
for being with us to share this very
special moment.

Thank you so much.

Mr. BUECHNER. Matt, we also are
presenting you with a scrapbook filled
with letters of congratulations and lit-
tle notes and memorabilia from your
good friends from across the years that
you have served with in this Congress,
just another additional measure of our
respect for you and the compassion
that you have always held for the peo-
ple of the great country and your dis-
trict.

Mr. MCHUGH. Thanks so much, Jack.

April 27, 2006

Mr. BUECHNER. At this time, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to yield back to
the Chair for some closing remarks.

Mr. SLATTERY. Thank you, Mr.
President. First of all, let the Chair
again congratulate Matt McHugh. It is
great to see Alanna here today and the
McHugh family. We welcome you.
Matt, let me just say that I don’t think
anyone who I had the honor of serving
with brought greater credit to this in-
stitution than you. I always viewed
you as someone, and I am sure this
view was shared by your colleagues on
both sides of the political aisle, as
someone who went to work every day
here trying to not only make the deci-
sions that you thought were best for
the people of New York and the people
of this country. That sense of duty and
commitment to our country was deeply
admired by all of us who had an oppor-
tunity to serve with you. To sum up, I
would just say that you are a public
servant in the finest sense of the word.
We are honored to know you. We are
honored to recognize you here today.
Matt McHugh, good luck to you.

Before we wrap up today, I would
also like to again associate myself with
the remarks of others made here today
about Jack Buechner and his dedicated
service to this association. Jack, with-
out your leadership over the last 2
years and your dedication to the objec-
tives of this association, we would not
have seen the progress that we have
seen with the Congress to Campus Pro-
gram. We would not have seen the
progress that we have also seen with
our efforts in the global democracy
building work and the election-moni-
toring efforts around the world. We
recognize you for your dedicated lead-
ership through a most difficult and
painful personal ordeal and time in
your life. We have the deepest respect
for you. We thank you from the bottom
of our hearts for all you have done to
advance the goals of the Association of
Former Members of Congress. Jack,
good luck to you, my friend. We look
forward to your further participation
in the work of the association. Jack
Buechner, let’s give him another round
of applause.

The Chair again wishes to thank all
of those former Members that are here
today and give you all another oppor-
tunity to record your presence if you
did not do that at the beginning of the
events here today. The Chair also wish-
es to thank all the former Members of
the House for their presence.

I am advised that the House will re-
convene 15 minutes after the bells ring.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 27
minutes a.m.), the House continued in
recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. THORNBERRY) at 10
o’clock and 55 minutes a.m.
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