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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORTENBERRY). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

FEDERAL SUNSET COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of the Constitu-
tional Caucus headed by Mr. BISHOP
and Mr. GARRETT, who are determined
to make sure that government in
Washington and in this country is lim-
ited to the constitutional role. I appre-
ciate their leadership, because that is
too often forgotten in this Chamber.
One of the pieces of legislation that
helps underscore that need is legisla-
tion to create a Federal Sunset Com-
mission, legislation I authored 10 years
ago.

I have watched and worked in the
State legislature in Texas to promote,
and here is the benefits of it. What this
does is this Commission seeks to abol-
ish obsolete agencies and eliminate du-
plication by putting an expiration date
on every agency and program where
they must justify their existence to
taxpayers or face elimination.

What it does, in practice, is eliminate
agencies that duplicate each other.
And the last study showed that Federal
programs, on average, duplicate five
others. So we are wasting money ter-
ribly.

As President Ronald Reagan said, the
closest thing to immortality on this
Earth is a Federal program. Our goal is
to end immortality, make sure that
Federal agencies are responsive to tax-
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payers and they need our precious tax
dollars today; not what they were cre-
ated for 100 years ago or 80 years ago,
but do they deserve our tax dollars
today?

The fact of the matter is there is so
much duplication, there is so much
waste in this government, and we have
500-and-some different urban aid pro-
grams, 350 different economic develop-
ment programs, more than 100 different
job training programs, the war on
drugs, multiple programs over about 17
different agencies.

It is a terrible waste of tax dollars,
and in this day and age when we are
fighting a war against terrorism, when
we have major deficits, we cannot af-
ford this type of wasteful government.

Our Constitution requires us to trim
the Federal Government. In fact,
Thomas Jefferson, our third President,
wrote a letter to a friend at that time
in his Presidency lamenting the fact
that he was having trouble cutting
back agencies that had outlived their
usefulness.

So the fight that we have is an his-
torical fight. We have actually brought
this bill up to a vote before in the
House. It passed with 272 votes. It did
not move further than that. But I am
convinced that by assigning agencies,
there will be no sacred cows, every
agency has to justify their existence.

In Texas we have eliminated 44 State
agencies, saved over $1 billion. I am
convinced here at the Federal level,
done right in a bipartisan way with
real commitment, we can save tax dol-
lars. We can make Federal programs
accountable to taxpayers and save dol-
lars.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back,
again with thanks to Mr. BISHOP and
Mr. GARRETT for leading this caucus at
such a key time in our Nation’s his-
tory.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

REMEMBERING THE HOLOCAUST

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
address the House and speak out of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARRETT of New Jersey). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentlewoman
from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in order to pay
my respects, and ask my colleagues to
join me, in observing Holocaust Re-
membrance Week.
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This morning the Congress, in a bi-
partisan manner, gathered in the Cap-
itol Rotunda, to remember a period of
history that will resonate forever, and
which we must never again see occur.
We grieve for the loss of life, and the
dismissal of humanity.

Around 280,000 Holocaust survivors
live in Israel, constituting 40 percent of
the population over age 60. It may
seem like time progresses, but the Hol-
ocaust remains present and an ongoing
warning. After over 60 years, the Holo-
caust is still a presence, and there are
living memorials all over the world
dedicated to the memory of those who
so cruelly lost their freedom and their
lives and to the continuing education
to conquer prejudice, hatred and injus-
tice.

I am reminded of the time I spent
with the Holocaust Museum and a Hol-
ocaust Museum family in Houston,
Texas. Just recently we commemo-
rated the bringing over of one of those
heinous and horrific rail cars that took
the Jews in Germany to their death. It
is there in Houston for remembrance
and an understanding that we should
never, never allow that horrific act to
occur again.
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On April 25, the bustling society of
Israel observed 2 minutes of silence
while sirens sounded to remember the
Holocaust. Traffic paused, individuals
stood still on sidewalks, the back-
ground then of a robust society waned,
and the haunting echo of the sirens
cried out for relief and justice and ac-
knowledgment.

Hundreds of people participated in
the March of the Living at the Ausch-
witz-Birkenau concentration camp in
Poland. Triumphantly walking through
the infamous gate that still has an om-
inous dominance over the camp: Arbeit
Macht Frei, Work Will Make You Free.

Memorial services around the coun-
try at synagogues, schools, churches,
community centers and workplaces
read aloud the names of children who
perished or reflected on the legacy of
uprooted families or the meaning of a
cultural identity after genocide. As we
walked through the Holocaust Museum
in Israel, we were again reminded of
the millions of children that died.

The Holocaust’s magnitude of de-
struction numbered more than 12 mil-
lion deaths, including 6 million Jews
and 1.5 million children, more than
two-thirds of European Jewry, and the
ramifications of racism, prejudice and
stereotyping on a society.

We must never, never sit idly by
while another country or people are
suffering. We must never have patience
or tolerance or apathy for others who
will commit crimes against humanity.
A haunting quote in the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum refers to
the story of Cain and Abel. The Lord
said, ‘“What have you done? Listen.
Your brother’s blood cries out to me
from the ground.”

The Holocaust forces society and our
prosperity to face uncomfortable ques-
tions such as the responsibilities of
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