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Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of S. 3534, the YouthBuild Transfer
Act. | commend the gentleman from Delaware
for his leadership on this issue and for spon-
soring the corresponding House legislation.

Through community organizations nation-
wide, YouthBuild provides education and job
training services, leadership training, coun-
seling, and other support activities to at-risk
youth, who—as part of their training—help
construct or rehabilitate housing for low-in-
come or homeless families in their commu-
nities.

The bill before us today simply would trans-
fer operation and oversight of the program
from the Department of Housing and Urban
Development to the Department of Labor.
President Bush proposed this change in his
two most recent budgets, based on the rec-
ommendation of the White House Task Force
for Disadvantaged Youth.

The YouthBuild program is, at its core, an
employment and training program for dis-
advantaged youth. The Department of Labor is
the Federal agency with primary responsibility
for providing youth development and employ-
ment services, including the youth develop-
ment program of the Workforce Investment
Act and the Job Corps program. Therefore,
moving this program to the Department of
Labor will allow better coordination of services
for at-risk youth, strengthen connections to the
workforce investment system, and streamline
program operations.

Mr. Speaker, by moving the program under
the Workforce Investment Act, YouthBuild will
make more efficient and effective use of Fed-
eral funds. The program will be able to maxi-
mize collaboration with partners in the One-
Stop Career Centers and reduce duplication of
efforts across funding streams. In addition, the
program will emphasize training that leads to
industry-recognized certifications, which will in-
crease participants’ access to high demand
jobs. At the same time, the program will retain
the dual purpose of providing affordable hous-
ing.
%n short, this transfer will enhance the
YouthBuild program and provide meaningful
opportunities for at-risk youth to acquire the
basic education and job skills they need to ad-
vance to higher education and productive em-
ployment, while at the same time helping re-
build communities. This is a sound, straight-
forward, and common sense proposal that |
urge my colleagues to support.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to support S. 3534, a bill to amend
the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 to pro-
vide for a YouthBuild program.

The YouthBuild Program enables disadvan-
taged youth to obtain the education and em-
ployment skills necessary to achieve economic
self-sufficiency in occupations in demand and
postsecondary education and training opportu-
nities.

The program provides disadvantaged youth
with opportunities for meaningful work and
service to their communities. The goals of the
program include fostering the development of
employment and leadership skills and commit-
ment to community development among youth
in low-income communities, and expanding
the supply of permanent affordable housing for
homeless individuals and low-income families
by utilizing the energies and talents of dis-
advantaged youth.

The program provides a crucial package of
work experience and skills training, occupa-
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tional skills training, internships and job shad-
owing, remedial education, language instruc-
tion educational programs for individuals with
limited English proficiency, secondary edu-
cation, counseling and assistance in obtaining
postsecondary education and required finan-
cial aid, and job search assistance.

If you are between the ages of 16 and 24,
and have dropped out of school, this is a way
to pick up the pieces and learn a craft that can
literally rebuild your life and rebuild your
neighborhood.

The program is intended for individuals who
are serious and committed, interested in learn-
ing construction, interested in helping to reha-
bilitate affordable housing, a low income
School drop out, and member of a low-income
family, a youth in foster care including youth
aging out of foster care, a youth offender, a
youth who is an individual with a disability, a
child of incarcerated parents, or a migrant
youth.

This is an excellent program; we are
pleased to have it in my district in Houston.
However, it is underfunded, and because of
this, it struggles to find the direction it needs
to achieve, its maximum benefit. Worthwhile
programs like this must be fully funded and
supported.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, 1 urge
support of what I think is a very good
piece of legislation, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr.
CASTLE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 3534.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING SPELMAN COL-
LEGE ON ITS 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 875) congratu-
lating Spelman College on the occasion
of its 126th anniversary, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 875

Whereas Spelman College was established
by Sophia B. Packard and Harriet E. Giles,
school teachers and Baptist missionaries, in
1881 in Atlanta, Georgia, for the purpose of
educating African American women and
girls;

Whereas as a result of the benevolence of
John D. Rockefeller, Sr. and Laura Spelman
Rockefeller, the name of the institution was
changed from ‘‘Atlanta Baptist Female Sem-
inary” to ‘‘Spelman Seminary’ in honor of
the Spelman family;

Whereas the curriculum expanded to in-
clude high school and college classes, and
Spelman Seminary conferred its first high
school diplomas in 1887, and its first college
degrees in 1901;

Whereas in 1924, Spelman Seminary offi-
cially became Spelman College and grew to
become a leading undergraduate institution
for African American women;
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Whereas Spelman College was ranked
among the top 75 Best Liberal Arts Colleges
according to U.S. News & World Report, 2007
edition;

Whereas Spelman College is one of six in-
stitutions designated by the National
Science Foundation and the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration as a Model
Institution for Excellence in undergraduate
science and math education;

Whereas the administration of Spelman
College has initiated a strategic plan for
Spelman (‘‘Spelman ALIVE’) that includes
five goals: Academic excellence, Leadership
development, Improving the infrastructure,
Visibility of accomplishments of the campus
community, and Exemplary customer serv-
ice, all designed to create a vision for
Spelman of ‘“Nothing Less than the Best’’;
and

Whereas Spelman College has prepared
more than six generations of African Amer-
ican women to reach the highest levels of
academic, community, and professional
achievement: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates Spelman College on the
occasion of its 1256th anniversary; and

(2) commends the administration, faculty,
staff, students, and alumnae of Spelman Col-
lege for their outstanding achievements, and
contributions to African American edu-
cation, history, and culture.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. PRICE) and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
House Resolution 875.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Resolution 875, which is a reso-
lution to recognize the contributions of
Spelman College on the occasion of its
125th anniversary. I sincerely want to
thank the gentleman from Georgia, my
good friend, Mr. LEWIS, for introducing
this resolution and for his continuing
recognition of the important role
Spelman College plays in educating
young women from all over the world.

Spelman College, located in Atlanta,
Georgia, was originally founded in 1881
by two women with the intent of serv-
ing as an all-female seminary school.
The school has since expanded its mis-
sion and ranks now as one of the lead-
ing liberal arts institutions offering a
full range of degrees.

Today, Spelman educates over 2,000
young women and brings students from
across the United States and around
the globe to our community of Atlanta.
As a Historically Black College and
University, Spelman is one of a diverse
community of institutions. Histori-
cally, black colleges and universities
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include 2- and 4-year institutions, both
public and private, as well as single sex
and coed.

To be designated a Historically Black
College or University, an institution
must have been established prior to
1964, with a primary mission of edu-
cating African Americans.

Mr. Speaker, these schools have a
long, proud and well-established herit-
age. These institutions have been edu-
cating students of this Nation for over
100 years. And while comprising less
than 3 percent of the country’s 2- and 4-
year institutions, they are responsible
for producing a significant number of
all bachelors, masters and professional
degrees earned by African Americans.

Congress has repeatedly recognized
the importance of Historically Black
Colleges and Universities. Between 1995
and 2006, congressional funding for
strengthening the Historical Black Col-
leges and Universities program rose
from $109 million to $238 million, a 118
percent increase.

Furthermore, funding for the grad-
uate programs increased from $19.6 mil-
lion to $57.9 million over that same pe-
riod of time, an increase of nearly 200
percent.

Historically, Spelman College has
been named as a college with the ‘‘best
environment.” Spelman works with its
fellow colleges and universities to ad-
vance the goals of educating African
American students as part of the larg-
est consortium of historically black
higher education institutions in the
world.
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It does this by sharing cross-registra-
tion with its partner institutions,

which include Clark Atlanta Univer-
sity, the Interdenominational Theo-
logical Center, Morehouse College and
the Morehouse School of Medicine.

Mr. Speaker, for this reason and
many more, I urge my colleagues to
honor the 125th anniversary of
Spelman College and support H. Res.
875.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he might consume to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), the author
of this legislation and the chief deputy
whip of the Democratic Caucus.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank my colleague and
friend Mr. DAVIS for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure
and delight that I rise with my col-
league Mr. KINGSTON of Georgia to offer
H. Res. 875, a resolution commemo-
rating the 125th anniversary of
Spelman College. I must also thank
Mr. PRICE and Mr. GINGREY of Georgia
for being here to participate in the
passing of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, not so long ago, 50
years ago, in many parts of the Amer-
ican south, black women had limited
options when it came to furthering
their education after high school. Just

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

50 years ago, black women were turned
away from many colleges and univer-
sities throughout the south. They were
turned away not because of a low GPA,
not because of inferior SAT scores and
not for submitting a poorly written
essay with their application. So many
of these students were turned away
simply because of the color of their
skin.

Mr. Speaker, fortunately, since 1881,
Spelman College has been here to pro-
vide hope, opportunity and a bright fu-
ture for women of color. Created for
the purpose of educating African Amer-
ican women and girls, Spelman is part
of the Atlanta University Center,
which is the largest concentration of
historic black universities and colleges
in the Nation. Spelman College is lo-
cated in Atlanta, Georgia, and I have
the privilege of representing Spelman
as part of my congressional district.
Spelman has a very diverse student
population from 41 States and 15 for-
eign countries. It has been ranked
among the top 75 liberal arts colleges
in the Nation by U.S. News and World
Report.

Mr. Speaker, one of the many things
that I admire about Spelman College is
that its students are encouraged to
pursue the study of fields where mi-
norities and women are often underrep-
resented. This is evident in Spelman’s
continued emphasis on exposing black
women to the fields of science and en-
gineering. Spelman has established a
partnership with NASA, and it is one of
six institutions designated by the Na-
tional Science Foundation and NASA
as a model institution for excellence in
undergraduate science and math edu-
cation.

Mr. Speaker, last summer, Spelman
College made history when six
Spelman women qualified for the Inter-
national Robo Cup 2005 Four-Legged
Robot Soccer Competition in Japan.
They were the first and only histori-
cally black college and university, the
only all-women institution and the
only United States undergraduate in-
stitution to qualify for this tour-
nament.

Mr. Speaker, under the leadership of
current Spelman’s president, Dr. Bev-
erly Daniel Tatum, I have every con-
fidence that the institution will con-
tinue to excel. Dr. Tatum’s extraor-
dinary vision for the college will en-
able Spelman to make extraordinary
contributions to our Nation for an-
other 125 years and beyond. I want to
congratulate President Tatum for cre-
ating and executing the Spelman
ALIVE initiative that promotes the
following ideas for Spelman: Academic
excellence, Leadership development,
Improving our environment, Visibility
of our achievements and Exemplary
customer service. I understand that
this program is enjoying much success.

Mr. Speaker, for 125 years, Spelman
College has empowered women to fully
use their talents to succeed and to bet-
ter the world. For many years,
Spelman College served as a refuge for
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black women seeking to further their
education when they were turned away
by others. Fortunately, times have
changed, and black women have vir-
tually unlimited options when it comes
to pursuing a college education today.

Nevertheless, Spelman’s impact on
our society remains as important as
ever. As one of two historically black
women’s colleges in the Nation,
Spelman College has a rich and histor-
ical legacy that we must continue to
celebrate.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask and urge all of
my colleagues in the House to join me
and Congressman KINGSTON in com-
memorating the 125th anniversary of
Spelman College and in supporting this
resolution.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
am pleased to yield 2 minutes to my
colleague from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. PRICE for his cosponsorship
of this, and also, I wanted to acknowl-
edge my friends Mr. ScoTT and Mr.
GINGREY for their cosponsorship, but I
also wanted to say, many thanks to my
friend JOHN LEWIS, the lead sponsor of
this.

When he asked me to cosponsor the
resolution commemorating Spelman
College for their 125th anniversary, it
was an easy ‘‘yes,” Mr. Speaker, and it
was easy because I had an employee
who is a Spelman graduate. Her name
is Karen Robenson Boggans. She is not
working with me anymore and, indeed,
has gone on to bigger and better
things, but I hope that I helped her on
the pathway to the top. She is doing
great things.

When she was my legislative assist-
ant, Karen handled many issues. She
was smart, intelligent, capable, task-
oriented, focused and got the job done,
and only because she was moving out
of town did she leave our office. In fact,
when she moved back to Savannah, I
was able to get her to come back to
work for us for a short period of time,
and then she got a bigger calling one
more time.

But if she is an example, and she is,
of a Spelman graduate, it is a great in-
stitution, and I know it to be a great
institution.

As Mr. LEWIS pointed out: in 1881,
when Spelman was started, it was a
school for African American women be-
cause there were not many choices.
Now there are lots and lots of choices,
and yet Spelman still continues to
show lots of leadership. It is still a
great choice for women to go to this
school because they learn how to be
competitive, and they learn business,
and they learn how to write, and they
learn the basics of getting the job done.
They are all over the world today.
They are in 39 different countries and
42 different States. It is international
in scope.

The funding for historically black
colleges and institutions since 1995,
under the leadership, I believe, of J.C.
Watts, and as much as anybody, but
good bipartisan leadership has in-
creased 118 percent. Spelman College is
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an investment not just in historically
black colleges and institutions but in
America, because you are investing in
your own people who will go on to be-
come great leaders in our country.

So I am proud to stand as a cosponsor
of this, and I thank the gentleman.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield 6 minutes to
another son of Georgia (Mr. SCOTT).

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
thank you very much to my distin-
guished colleague from Chicago, Con-
gressman DAVIS; my distinguished col-
league and Congressman from Georgia,
JOHN LEWIS; to my distinguished col-
leagues from Georgia, Mr. KINGSTON,
Dr. Price. I appreciate so much having
this opportunity, and I am also pleased
to join with my colleague Mr. GINGREY.

I am honored on this day to recognize
one of our Nation’s most prestigious
institutions of higher learning, and
that is indeed Spelman College. Sin-
gularly devoted to the education of
women, Spelman College now cele-
brates its 126th anniversary this year.

What an extraordinary story this is,
Mr. Speaker, because when you tell the
story of Spelman, you are telling a
truly genuine American story that rep-
resents the heart and soul of what
America is all about.

Spelman College is a private and his-
torically black college that opened its
doors less than two full decades after
the Emancipation Proclamation and
the ratification of the 13th amendment,
and out of necessity, and it was nec-
essary to provide educational opportu-
nities for black women in the south
when none existed.

To get the proper perspective on this,
Mr. Speaker, we must understand that
it was not long, just a few years before
this, when the law of the land was not
to allow African Americans to even
read a book. Just think of that: In this
country, it was against the law for Af-
rican Americans to even learn to read.

It is within this backdrop that
Spelman College stepped forward.

Sophia B. Packard and Harriet E.
Giles founded Spelman College in At-
lanta, Georgia, naming it first the At-
lanta Baptist Female Seminary. It
began as a comprehensive academy
that provided education for women
from elementary school all the way
through to college. It was renamed
Spelman Seminary in 1884 and under-
went one final change, becoming
Spelman College in 1924.

Let me stop for a moment to give the
importance of this name Spelman. It
originated from a member of the dis-
tinguished Rockefeller family. For
without John D. Rockefeller, it can ar-
guably be said that there would have
been no Spelman.

Reflecting on the early relationship
forged by this institution’s founders, it
was a unique relationship with John D.
Rockefeller himself who provided nec-
essary resources that ensured the lon-
gevity of this college. So as we cele-
brate the 125th anniversary of Spelman
College, let us pay direct homage to
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the Rockefeller family, without whom
this college would not have been.

The academic achievements of its
students and the rigor of its academic
programs have brought numerous hon-
ors to this private college. Spelman
was awarded a chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa honor society in 1998, one of
only four historically black colleges
and universities to receive such an
honor. In 2003, Spelman was named one
of six institutions to receive a $4.2 mil-
lion grant from the National Institutes
of Health’s National Center for Minor-
ity Health and Health Disparities to
eliminate health disparities among ra-
cial and ethnic minorities.

They put together a health and
wellness initiative that set the stand-
ard for academic institutions’ outreach
to the community to improve health
care. Spelman College did that.

Throughout its history, Spelman’s
campus has grown, reflecting the addi-
tion of new programs and the strength-
ening of its renowned liberal arts pro-
gram. A new academic center that
houses several departments, a museum
and the college archives resulted from
a $20 million donation from Bill and
Camille Cosby.

Indeed, an institution lives in the
hearts and minds of the people who in-
habit it, and Spelman’s many accom-
plished graduates include the founder
of the Children’s Defense Fund, Marian
Wright Edelman; actress Esther Rolle;
Pulitzer Prize novelist Alice Walker;
and writer, Pearl Cleage.

Many distinguished presidents have
been at its helm, notably Dr. Johnetta
Cole, the institution’s first black fe-
male president and current president of
Bennett College; Dr. Audrey Manley,
former deputy Surgeon General; and
current president, Dr. Beverly Tatum,
administrator and clinical psycholo-
gist.

What a great day this is, Mr. Speak-
er, for us to be able to stand here in
this wonderful country and pay hom-
age to Spelman College on its 125th an-
niversary. What a distinguished insti-
tution, and we are proud of the great
service that it has given to African
Americans for sure, but most definitely
to this great Nation of America and
the world.
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Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I am pleased
to yield 3 minutes to my friend and col-
league from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY).

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague for yielding, and I rise
today to congratulate Spelman College
on its 1256th anniversary. This is a his-
toric anniversary for a historic institu-
tion, and I am indeed proud to cospon-
sor the resolution of my good friend
Mr. LEWIS and my other Georgia col-
leagues in honoring Spelman College.

In 1881, two female schoolteachers,
Sophia Packard and Harriet Giles, es-
tablished Spelman College in Atlanta
for the purpose of educating African
American women and girls. Over its
125-year history, there have been many
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individuals who have worked hard to
bring excellence to this institution, a
tradition that indeed continues today.

Spelman College today encompasses
a student body of more than 2,100 stu-
dents from more than 21 States and 15
foreign countries. In 2006, their excel-
lence was noted nationally when U.S.
News and World Report ranked
Spelman College among the top 75 best
liberal arts colleges in the country.

Mr. Speaker, in this resolution, just
looking at a couple of points, Spelman
College was ranked, as I say, among
the top 75 best liberal arts colleges, ac-
cording to U.S. News and World Re-
port; also the Association of Medical
Colleges ranked Spelman fifth among
undergraduate programs for black stu-
dents accepted to medical school; and
Spelman is one of six institutions des-
ignated by the National Science Foun-
dation and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration as a model
institution for excellence in under-
graduate science and math studies.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to commend Spelman Col-
lege President Dr. Beverly Daniel
Tatum, as well as the administration,
the faculty, students, and alumni for
contributing to the enormous success
Spelman College has achieved over
these past 125 years. With Dr. Tatum’s
vision for achieving excellence, I know
the next 125-plus years will see the
same quality education and the strong
community support of Spelman Col-
lege.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join
with Representatives PRICE, KINGSTON,
GINGREY, ScoTT, and my good friend
and the chief sponsor of this legisla-
tion, Mr. LEWIS from Georgia. I rise in
strong support of H. Res. 875 congratu-
lating Spelman College on the occasion
of its 1256th anniversary.

I am pleased to take this opportunity
to recognize the achievements of this
fine institution of higher education and
to pay special tribute to the unique
role it has played in the lives of stu-
dents, especially African American
women. Spelman College, founded in
1881, for the purposes of educating Afri-
can American women, set a high stand-
ard early on for providing quality in-
struction and valuable experiences, es-
pecially at a time when opportunities
were not plentiful for African Ameri-
cans, let alone African American
women.

As a Historically Black College,
Spelman has focused on not only in-
creasing opportunities for Dblack
women, but it is also their mission to
ensure students think objectively,
critically, and creatively within a
moral framework. Founded by two
Massachusetts teachers, Harriet Giles
and Sophia Packard, the school was
originally named the Atlanta Baptist
Female Seminary. The school was
started with 11 black women and $100
given to Miss Giles and Miss Packard
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by a church congregation in Medford,
Massachusetts. With the $100, the two
teachers built more than a school,
rather a foundation and a reason for
women to believe in themselves and to
aspire to do and be more.

The school eventually became
Spelman College, named after John D.
Rockefeller’s in-laws. When funds ran
out, Rockefeller settled the debt on the
property and donated funds for what is
currently the oldest building on cam-
pus, Rockefeller Hall. This institution
produced many notable alumni, includ-
ing Marian Wright Edelman, head of
the Children’s Defense Fund; novelist
Alice Walker; as well as the mother of
Martin Luther King, Jr., Ms. Alberta
Williams King.

Spelman continues the tradition of
excellence as one of the best liberal
arts colleges in the Nation, according
to the latest rankings of U.S. News and
World Report. This prestige is coupled
with the designation by the National
Science Foundation and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
as a model institution for excellence in
undergraduate science and math edu-
cation. Spelman is one of six in the
country with this designation.

In the Spelman tradition of seeing a
need and filling the need, the school
created the Spelman College Health
and Wellness Initiative. This program
is helping to create preventive strate-
gies for the unique circumstances that
apply to all African American women.
These strategies are currently being
developed and used to prevent cancer,
cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, and
HIV/AIDS in African American women.

To top this all off, last year Spelman
College made history when six
Spelman women qualified for the inter-
national RoboCup 2005 robot soccer
competition in Osaka, Japan. They
were the first and only Historically
Black College and University, the only
all-women institution, and the only
United States undergraduate institu-
tion to qualify for this tournament.
For those of you unfamiliar with the
RoboCup, it is truly an amazing com-
petition. Students from all over the
world enter their robot into a competi-
tion to play soccer against humans.

Spelman is one of those schools that
offers its students the opportunity to
broaden their horizons and reach their
fullest potential. Among African Amer-
ican women especially, and in black
life, the young African American
woman who gets an opportunity to go
to Spelman considers herself to be not
only honored but is often in awe. It is
considered to be sui generis, fruit of
the loom, in a class by itself, all alone.
And there is nothing more delightful to
a young African American woman
growing up in this country than the op-
portunity to attend Spelman.

So I join with all of my colleagues in
congratulating this fine and out-
standing institution, and I urge sup-
port for this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
am pleased also to join Mr. DAVIS and
my good friends from Georgia, Mr.
ScoTT, and the author, Mr. LEWIS, in
urging all of my colleagues to support
H. Res. 875.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Spelman College on the
occasion of their 125th anniversary. 125 years
ago, two Baptist missionaries Sophia B. Pack-
ard and Harriet E. Giles traveled to Atlanta,
Georgia for the purpose of educating African
American women and girls. Founded as At-
lanta Baptist Female Seminary on April 11,
1881, the first Bible class was held in the
basement of the Friendship Baptist Church for
11 brave young women—who only years ear-
lier had been enslaved.

Since that day, Spelman College has main-
tained a tradition of producing African Amer-
ican women of excellence who have gone on
to serve in various capacities throughout the
world and has empowered its daughters to
make a difference in their communities while
shattering stereotypes.

Spelman is an institution within the African
American community and remains an intricate
part of American history. In 1884, the college
was renamed Spelman Seminary, and later
Spelman College, in honor of Mrs. Laura
Spelman Rockefeller and her parents Harvey
Buel and Lucy Henry Spelman, who were
longtime activists in the antislavery movement.
In 1968, thousands came to mourn the loss of
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose body was
laid in state on Spelman’s Campus in the his-
toric Sisters Chapel. And in 1987, millions of
viewers were introduced to Spelman’s beau-
tiful campus through the groundbreaking
Cosby Show spin-off “A Different World.”

Today, Spelman continues to be the leading
institution for educating African American
women and was ranked among the top 75
Best Liberal Arts Colleges according to U.S.
News & World Report, 2005 edition.

| am proud to say that | am a friend of
Spelman College. Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole, the
first African American female to serve as
president of Spelman is a good friend of mine.
Additionally, Nicole Y. Wiliams, a class of
2000 Spelman graduate and the current presi-
dent of the Washington, D.C. Chapter of the
National Alumnae Association of Spelman Col-
lege has been a member of my staff for over
five years serving as my Communications Di-
rector.

Spelman’s current President, Dr. Beverly
Daniel Tatum continues to strengthen the
Spelman legacy through her Spelman ALIVE
strategic plan that includes five goals: Aca-
demic excellence, Leadership development,
Improving the infrastructure, Visibility of ac-
complishments of the campus community, and
Exemplary customer service, all designed to
create a vision for Spelman of ‘Nothing Less
than the Best'.

So today, | join my colleagues in com-
mending Spelman College on reaching this
milestone and wish them continued success.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
add my congratulations to Spelman College
for providing African American women with
outstanding education and guidance for the
last 125 years.

Spelman College was founded in 1881 as
Atlanta Baptist Female Academy by two
women commissioned by the Baptist church to
provide educational opportunities for newly
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freed black women. Spelman began in a damp
church basement with 11 pupils, mostly
women, determined to learn to read the Bible
and write well enough to send letters to their
families in the North. The academy first of-
fered postsecondary education in 1897. It
adopted its present name in 1924.

Two years after its founding, the former bar-
racks and drill grounds used for federal troops
after the Civil War were purchased for the
school for $15,000. To pay the enormous
debt, the black community raised $4000, the
Negro Baptists of Georgia raised $3000, and
individuals donated $1300, which left an out-
standing balance of $6700. John D. Rocke-
feller was so impressed with the school when
he visited that before he left, he paid the out-
standing balance, which resulted in a name
change to Spelman Seminary, in honor of
Rockefeller's mother-in-law, Harvey Spelman.
Several years later, Rockefeller donated
$40,000 toward the building of Rockefeller
Hall, named in his honor.

Spelman continues to be blessed with
friends dedicated to its mission to provide
high-quality educational opportunities to black
women. Spelman was the recipient of a $20
million gift from entertainer Bill Cosby and his
wife Camille to build the Camille Olivia Hanks
Cosby Academic Center. The school also re-
ceives $37 million from the DeWitt Wallace/
Spelman College Fund, which was established
by the founder of the Reader’s Digest Asso-
ciation. The College has gained national rec-
ognition as a result of such philanthropic gifts
and the fact that it was the basis for the fic-
tional black college in the television show “A
Different World.”

Despite large-scale development, Spelman
continues to place special emphasis on the
cultural, social, and personal development of
each student and sisterhood and individual
discovery is encouraged and stressed.
Spelman continues to prepare women to be-
come successful in any field they choose
while also instilling a sense of giving back to
the community, with their motto of “Women
Who Serve”. The founder of the Children’s
Defense Fund, Marian Wright Edelman,
Spelman ’60, is perhaps this generation’s
most effective voice for the disadvantaged and
forgotten in our society. The author Alice
Walker, Spelman ’63, who received the Pul-
itzer Prize in literature for The Color Purple is
also a dedicated activist and social visionary.

| am particularly proud that a Massachusetts
native and member of the Spelman class of
2006, Tulani Elisa, has chosen to serve the
people of the 7th Congressional District of
Massachusetts here in my Washington office.

Congratulations to a great American institu-
tion of higher learning and of commitment to
service.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Res. 875, Con-
gratulating Spelman College on the occasion
of its 125th anniversary.

Spelman College was established by Sophia
B. Packard and Harriet E. Giles, school teach-
ers and Baptist missionaries, in 1881 in At-
lanta, Georgia, in order to educate African
American women and girls.

The seminary conferred its first high school
diplomas in 1887, and its first college degrees
in 1901. In 1924, Spelman Seminary officially
became Spelman College and grew to be-
come a leading undergraduate institution for
African American women.
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Spelman College has prepared more than
six generations of African American women to
reach the highest levels of academic, commu-
nity, and professional achievement.

Spelman College continues to pave the way
for new generations of African American stu-
dents. The college offers competitive and high
quality academic programs in liberal arts, hu-
manities, sciences, communications, and engi-
neering, to name just a few.

The Association of Medical Colleges ranks
Spelman College fifth among undergraduate
programs for Black students accepted to med-
ical school, and Spelman is one of six institu-
tions designated by the National Science
Foundation and the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration as a Model Institution for
Excellence in undergraduate science and
math education.

| urge my colleagues to support the
achievements of this institution, and support
this resolution honoring the 125th anniversary
of Spelman College.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
PrICE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 875, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

—————

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND LOVED
ONES OF VICTIMS OF CRASH OF
COMAIR FLIGHT 5191

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 980) expressing condo-
lences to the families, friends, and
loved ones of the victims of the crash
of Comair Flight 5191, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 980

Whereas the people of Kentucky, including
the citizens of the 6th Congressional Dis-
trict, have experienced a terrible tragedy
with the loss of 49 lives in the crash of
Comair Flight 5191 at Blue Grass Airport in
Lexington, Kentucky, on August 27, 2006;

Whereas many of the victims of the crash
were residents of Kentucky, particularly of
the small, close-knit town of Lexington and
other surrounding communities; and

Whereas Federal, State, and local officials
have cooperated not only at the crash site
but throughout Kentucky and the Nation to
respond to the emergency, investigate the
accident, and provide assistance to families
devastated by the loss of loved ones: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses condolences to the families,
friends, and loved ones of the victims of the
crash of Comair Flight 5191;
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(2) honors the victims of the crash: Re-
becca Adams, Christina Anderson, Lyle An-
derson, Arnold Andrews, Anne Marie Bailey,
Bobbie Benton, Jesse Clark Benton, Carole
Bizzack, George Brunacini, Brian Byrd, Jef-
frey Clay, Homer Combs, Diane Combs, Fen-
ton Dawson, Thomas Fahey, Mike Finley,
Clarence Wayne “C.W.” Fortney II, Wade
Bartley ‘‘Bart’” Frederick, Hollie Gilbert,
Erik Harris, Kelly Heyer, Jonathan Hooker,
Scarlett Parsley Hooker, Priscilla Johnson,
Tetsuya Kono, Nahoko Kono, Charles
Lykins, Dan Mallory, Steve McElravy,
Lynda McKee, Bobby Meaux, Leslie Morris
II, Kaye Craig Morris, Cecile Moscoe, Judy
Ann Rains, Michael Ryan, Mary Jane Silas,
Pat Smith, Tim Snoddy, Marcie Thomason,
Greg Threet, Randy Towles, Larry Turner,
Victoria Washington, Jeff Williams, Paige
Winters, Bryan Woodward, JoAnn Wright,
and Betty Young;

(3) expresses sympathies to the people of
Lexington, the entire Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky, and the Nation who grieve for the vic-
tims;

(4) commends the heroic actions of the res-
cue workers at the crash site who retrieved
copilot James M. Polehinke from the wreck-
age; and

(5) commends the Federal, State, and local
officials and the volunteers who worked to-
gether to respond to the tragedy with cour-
age, determination, and skill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MICA) and the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. CHANDLER) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on House
Resolution 980.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong
support of this resolution today that is
being introduced by my good friend and
colleague from Kentucky (Mr. CHAN-
DLER).

This resolution, H. Res. 980, expresses
condolences to the families, friends,
and loved ones of the victims of the
August 27, 2006, aircraft accident of
Flight 5191, which took place in Lex-
ington, Kentucky. There were 50 people
on board Flight 5191, including pas-
sengers and crew, with one individual
surviving the crash, Copilot James
Polehinke, who is currently recovering,
and we wish him Godspeed in his recov-
ery.

Mr. Speaker, I want to say that my
heartfelt sympathy goes out to the vic-
tims and to each and every one of their
families, friends, and loved ones. Los-
ing a loved one is always very tragic,
but I think it is compounded when such
a loss is the result of an unfortunate
and unforeseen situation. I am hopeful
that this resolution will in some small
way help to comfort the families and
friends of all those who lost their lives
on Flight 5191.
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Mr. Speaker, as Chair of the House
Aviation Subcommittee, I want to as-
sure the traveling public and my col-
leagues that the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board is now and will
continue to thoroughly investigate
every aspect of this accident. Any pre-
sumption on the cause or causes of this
accident at this stage are purely specu-
lative, and at this time I think it
should be definitely left to the profes-
sional investigative abilities of the
NTSB. It is their responsibility in fact
to determine the circumstances and
cause, and they will report back to
Congress.

I can also assure the families, the
public, and Members of Congress that
those charged with the investigation of
this tragedy will not rest until the
cause of this aviation crash has been fi-
nally determined.

While even the loss of one life in an
aviation accident is unacceptable, the
public should know, Members of Con-
gress should know, and those who trav-
el should know that our commercial
airlines today are both safe and also re-
liable. Since 2001, more than 4 billion
passengers have flown safely on U.S.
commercial airliners with the lowest
fatality accident rate in history.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note
that on a typical weekday, just one day
like today, there are an average of
some 33,000 commercial airline takeoffs
and landings at airports of general
aviation across the country, and al-
most all of them, again with large com-
mercial aircraft since November 12,
2001, have done so safely. Despite this
amazing safety record, I wish we all
lived in a world where we could elimi-
nate all accidents and all risks. While I
do not believe that we can do that, I do
sincerely believe that we can continue
to work together to do everything hu-
manly possible to avoid these types of
accidents in the future.

Again, I want to express my heartfelt
condolences to the families, friends,
and loved ones of the victims on board
Flight 5191, also to Mr. CHANDLER, a
good friend and distinguished colleague
from Kentucky, and his constituents.
He told me he lost a number of per-
sonal friends and a large number of
constituents in this unfortunate avia-
tion tragedy. Again, my condolences to
all affected.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to first
thank my friend and colleague, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MicA) for
his good wishes and for his efforts as
chairman of the Aviation Sub-
committee to help with promoting
safety in the air throughout this coun-
try. I appreciate those efforts very
much, and I appreciate his help with
this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart for Kentuckians who have
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