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SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF RED 

RIBBON WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of 
S. Res. 576, which was submitted ear-
lier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 576) supporting the 

goals of Red Ribbon Week. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join my colleague Senator 
MURKOWSKI in sponsoring a resolution 
commemorating the annual Red Rib-
bon Week celebrated October 23–31. Red 
Ribbon Week encourages individuals, 
families, and communities to take a 
stand against alcohol, tobacco, and il-
legal drug use. I hope the rest of the 
Senate will join in supporting this res-
olution and support this very impor-
tant campaign. 

The tradition of Red Ribbon Week, 
now in its twenty-first year of wearing 
and displaying red ribbons, started fol-
lowing the assassination of U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency Special Agent 
Enrique ‘‘Kiki’’ Camarena. In an effort 
to honor his memory and unite in the 
battle against drug crime and abuse, 
friends, neighbors, and students from 
his home town began wearing red rib-
bons. Shortly thereafter, the National 
Family Partnership took the celebra-
tion nationwide. Since then, the Red 
Ribbon campaign has reached millions 
of children, families, and communities 
across the country, spreading the mes-
sage about the destructive effects of 
drugs. 

In my State of Iowa, this year’s 
theme for Red Ribbon Week is Take a 
Stand—Be Drug Free. Schools and 
community groups across the State are 
organizing a variety of activities in-
cluding pledges, contests, workshops, 
rallies, theatrical and musical perform-
ances, and other family and edu-
cational events all designed to educate 
our children on the negative effects of 
drugs and promote a drug-free environ-
ment. 

Research tells us that the longer a 
child stays drug-free the less likely 
they will become addicted or even try 
illegal drugs. This is why it is so im-
portant to maintain a coherent anti- 
drug message that begins early in ado-
lescence and continues throughout the 
growing years. Such an effort must in-
volve parents, communities, and young 
people. Red Ribbon Week provides each 
of us the opportunity to take a stand 
by helping our children make the right 
decisions when it comes to drugs. 

In light of the growing epidemic of 
methamphetamine abuse throughout 
the Nation and especially in my State 
of Iowa, this year’s Red Ribbon Week 
holds greater importance. I urge my 
colleagues to join us in passing this 
resolution to demonstrate our commit-

ment to raising awareness about drugs 
and encourage everyone to make 
healthy choices. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
rise today in support of a resolution 
that commemorates the 21st Annual 
Red Ribbon Campaign. I am honored to 
again seek the Senate’s continuing 
support and recognition of Red Ribbon 
Week, which is October 23 through Oc-
tober 31. 

In 1985, Special Agent Enrique 
‘‘Kiki’’ Camarena of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration was kidnapped, 
tortured, and murdered by drug traf-
fickers. Shortly after Agent 
Camarena’s death, Congressman DUN-
CAN HUNTER and high school friend 
Henry Lozano launched ‘‘Camarena 
Clubs’’ in his hometown of Calexico, 
CA. In honor of Agent Camarena, hun-
dreds of club members wore red ribbons 
and pledged to lead drug-free lives. The 
campaign quickly gained statewide and 
then national prominence. In 1988, 
what is now the National Family Part-
nership organized the first National 
Red Ribbon Week, an eight-day event 
proclaimed by the United States Con-
gress and chaired by then President 
and Mrs. Reagan. 

With over 80 million people partici-
pating in Red Ribbon Week events dur-
ing the last week in October, it has be-
come the Nation’s oldest and largest 
drug-prevention program. Red Ribbon 
Week memorializes Agent Camarena, 
and all those who have lost their lives 
in the war on drugs, by educating 
young people about the dangers of drug 
abuse, promoting drug-free activities, 
and supporting everyone who has stood 
strong against the daily bombardment 
of mixed signals sent by the mass 
media. The Red Ribbon that we will 
wear during Red Ribbon Week is a sym-
bol of zero tolerance for illegal drug 
use and our commitment to help peo-
ple, especially children, make the right 
life-decisions. 

In Alaska, Red Ribbon Week will be a 
statewide celebration involving thou-
sands of school children and other sup-
porters. On October 23, the Munici-
pality of Anchorage, in conjunction 
with the Alaska Red Ribbon Coalition, 
which is comprised of the Anchorage 
School District, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, the Alaska State 
Troopers, the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Alaska, the Alaska National Guard, 
and many other organizations, will 
hold its Red Ribbon Week kickoff. 
Among other activities, there will be 
poetry readings and dance perform-
ances, and a Public Service Announce-
ment featuring local youths sending an 
antidrug message will be broadcast 
throughout the State. 

As people across the country stand 
together against drugs, I thank my col-
leagues for joining me in what will 
hopefully be a continuation of the tra-
dition of congressional support and rec-
ognition of Red Ribbon Week. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 

agreed to, and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The resolution (S. Res. 576) was 

agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 576 

Whereas the Governors and Attorneys Gen-
eral of the States, the National Family Part-
nership, Parent Teacher Associations, Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America, and more than 
100 other organizations throughout the 
United States annually cosponsor Red Rib-
bon Week during the week of October 23 
through October 31; 

Whereas a purpose of the Red Ribbon Cam-
paign is to commemorate the service of 
Enrique ‘‘Kiki’’ Camarena, a special agent of 
the Drug Enforcement Administration who 
died in the line of duty in 1985 while engaged 
in the battle against illicit drugs; 

Whereas the Red Ribbon Campaign is na-
tionally recognized and is in its twenty-first 
year of celebration to help preserve the 
memory of Special Agent Camarena and fur-
ther the cause for which he gave his life; 

Whereas the objective of Red Ribbon Week 
is to promote the creation of drug-free com-
munities through drug prevention efforts, 
education, parental involvement, and com-
munity-wide support; 

Whereas drug and alcohol abuse places the 
lives of children at risk and contributes to 
domestic violence and sexual assaults; 

Whereas drug abuse is one of the major 
challenges that the citizens of the United 
States face in securing a safe and healthy fu-
ture for the families and children of our Na-
tion; 

Whereas emerging drug threats, such as 
the growing epidemic of methamphetamine 
abuse and the abuse of inhalants and pre-
scription drugs, jeopardize the progress made 
against illegal drug abuse; and 

Whereas parents, youths, schools, busi-
nesses, law enforcement agencies, religious 
institutions, service organizations, senior 
citizens, medical and military personnel, 
sports teams, and individuals throughout the 
United States demonstrate their commit-
ment to drug-free, healthy lifestyles by 
wearing and displaying red ribbons during 
this week-long celebration: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of Red Ribbon Week; 
(2) encourages children and teens to choose 

to live drug-free lives; and 
(3) encourages all people of the United 

States— 
(A) to promote the creation of drug-free 

communities; and 
(B) to participate in drug prevention ac-

tivities to show support for healthy, produc-
tive, and drug-free lifestyles. 

f 

NATIONAL GOOD NEIGHBOR DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 577, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 577) designating Sep-

tember 24, 2006, as ‘‘National Good Neighbor 
Day.’’ 
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There being no objection, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the resolution. 
Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, today, 

September 19, 2006, I join with my col-
league from Montana, Senator BAUCUS, 
in cosponsoring a resolution to des-
ignate September 24, 2006 as National 
Good Neighbor Day. I am proud to pro-
mote positive, meaningful friendships 
between citizens as part of a long-es-
tablished tradition begun in 1971 by one 
of Montana’s own citizens. 

National Good Neighbor Day was 
started by Becky Mattson of Lakeside, 
MT with the intent of fostering a 
strong community of friendship and 
interaction between neighbors. This 
day also serves to facilitate commu-
nication between senior citizens and 
children. So often the communications 
between America’s greatest generation 
and our youngest citizens is not as 
strong as it could be, yet, Ms. Mattson 
has found a way to help encourage that 
important dialogue. 

Ms. Mattson began this tradition by 
doing what so many Montanans and 
Americans do: she wrote a letter to her 
Senator. That letter, to Senator Mike 
Mansfield, was met with great enthu-
siasm and as result, the National Good 
Neighbor Day has become an annual 
event, taking place on the fourth Sun-
day of September. Her efforts have 
been recognized by countless individ-
uals, and have even been recognized 
through proclamations by three United 
States Presidents: Carter, Ford and 
Nixon. In addition, governors of many 
States have issued proclamations of 
Good Neighbor Day as well. 

In the spirit of Ms. Mattson, I en-
courage my colleagues in the Senate 
and in our communities to reach out 
and be a good neighbor. I urge children 
to visit with senior citizens and to 
share their life experiences. The efforts 
of each person matters, not just on this 
day, but everyday, and will make our 
communities stronger. I am proud of 
Ms. Mattson, and thank her for her 
contribution in making us all good 
neighbors. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 577) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 577 

Whereas our society has developed highly 
effective means of speedy communication 
around the world, but has failed to ensure 
meaningful communication among people 
living across the globe, or even across the 
street, from one another; 

Whereas the endurance of human values 
and consideration for others are critical to 
the survival of civilization; and 

Whereas being good neighbors to those 
around us is the first step toward human un-
derstanding: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 24, 2006, as ‘‘Na-

tional Good Neighbor Day’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

and interested groups and organizations to 
observe National Good Neighbor Day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2006 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask that the Chair now lay before the 
Senate the House message to accom-
pany S. 3525. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

S. 3525 
Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 

3525) entitled ‘‘An Act to amend subpart 2 of 
part B of title IV of the Social Security Act 
to improve outcomes for children in families 
affected by methamphetamine abuse and ad-
diction, to reauthorize the promoting safe 
and stable families program, and for other 
purposes’’, do pass with amendments. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ap-
plaud the Senate’s unanimous approval 
of the Child and Family Services Im-
provement Act of 2006. I am proud to 
have cosponsored this legislation with 
Senators GRASSLEY, ROCKEFELLER, 
HATCH, and SNOWE. The bill reauthor-
izes and improves the Promoting Safe 
and Stable Families Program and the 
Child Welfare Services Act. 

Every child deserves the chance to 
grow up in a safe and stable home, and 
we need to root out the problems that 
too often force children into the child 
welfare system, particularly the grow-
ing scourge of methamphetamine, or 
‘‘meth,’’ abuse. This bill makes some 
real improvements to our child welfare 
system and gets us closer to the goal of 
a thriving, secure childhood for every 
American youngster. 

In Montana, meth is wreaking havoc 
on our child welfare system. Preven-
tion and intervention are key to stop-
ping the vicious cycle. That is why I 
have worked hard to secure these funds 
so we can be one step closer to stamp-
ing out meth in Montana and around 
the country. 

In hearings held earlier this year, the 
Senate Finance Committee heard testi-
mony that ‘‘over 65 percent of all foster 
care placements in Montana are di-
rectly attributable to drug use, and of 
those, meth is a primary factor 57 per-
cent of the time,’’ and that ‘‘meth use 
among residents of the seven Indian 
tribes in Montana is far in excess of 
epidemic proportion.’’ 

I am proud to have worked to include 
$145 million in competitive grants to 
address the problem of methamphet-
amine and substance abuse related to 
child welfare and foster care. The fund-
ing is targeted to regional partnerships 
that include State agencies and will be 
available for family-based, comprehen-
sive, long-term substance abuse treat-
ment, early intervention and preven-
tive services, and other innovative ini-
tiatives. I also have worked to insure 
that historically under-funded child 

welfare programs for Indian tribes re-
ceived increased monies to help combat 
new and challenging issues. I am grate-
ful to Chairman GRASSLEY and others 
for recognizing these needs and work-
ing with me to enact these provisions. 

The reauthorized Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families Program will also re-
quire States to provide additional in-
formation on efforts to get children 
into safe family situations and keep 
them there. Congress will receive ac-
tual spending data on adoption and 
postadoption services, efforts to keep 
families together, and efforts to pro-
vide permanent, safe, and loving homes 
for children. 

In addition, the bill supports the 
training and hiring of more child wel-
fare caseworkers so that more children 
in foster care will receive at least 
monthly visits. The bill requires States 
to achieve the standard of monthly so-
cial worker visits for 90 percent of fos-
ter children by 2011. This will help en-
sure proper monitoring of the develop-
ment of children for whom the State 
has taken responsibility. 

It also continues the Mentoring Chil-
dren of Prisoners Program and creates 
a 3-year demonstration program to 
help provide mentoring services in un-
derserved areas. 

The child welfare system protects the 
most vulnerable people in our society. 
It provides a safe harbor for children. 
It looks out for children whose birth 
families, for one reason or another, 
have not been able to provide fertile 
soil in which to grow. Each year, al-
most 3,000 Montana children enter fos-
ter care. They come because of abuse. 
They come because of neglect. They 
come because of other serious difficul-
ties in their families. 

The Promoting Safe and Stable Fam-
ilies Program supports efforts to re-
build families. And it helps to find per-
manency for kids when that proves im-
possible. This program is the largest 
dedicated source of Federal funds for 
services to children and families. Last 
year, Montana received a little over $2 
million from the program. These funds 
are critical to Montana’s child welfare 
system, and this legislation is a pivotal 
opportunity to ensure adequate sup-
port for strong families. 

I look forward to quick passage by 
the House so that we can begin to bet-
ter safeguard the well-being of our 
children. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I support S. 
3525, the Child and Family Services Im-
provement Act. This is a bill that will 
reauthorize the Promoting Safe and 
Stable Families Program, legislation 
that I have worked on since its cre-
ation in 1997. 

I am proud to join my colleagues 
Senators GRASSLEY, BAUCUS, HATCH 
and SNOWE in support of this bill. 
Chairman GRASSLEY deserves our deep 
thanks and gratitude for real leader-
ship on this legislation and a truly bi-
partisan process. The Finance Com-
mittee has a strong history of biparti-
sanship on child welfare and foster 
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